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Putin Says Ukraine Talks Stall,
Denies Reports of New Mobilization

In this handout photograph taken and released by the Ukrainian
Emergency Service on September 2, 2026, a Ukrainian rescuer
works to extinguish a fire in the Dnipro region.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) - Russian
President Vladimir Putin said ne-
gotiations on Ukraine had stalled,
while dismissing reports that Rus-
sia would launch a new round of
mobilization after the State Duma
election as “nonsense.”

Putin made the remarks at a press
conference Tuesday night after at-
tending a Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization summit in Bishkek, the
capital of Kyrgyzstan, according to
the Kremlin website. He said Rus-
sia supports negotiations based on
concrete substance and would wel-
come any efforts that could make a
practical contribution to ending the
conflict.

Putin said Russia hopes to achieve
a lasting and comprehensive peace
in Ukraine and across Europe, add-
ing that Moscow is ready to negotiate
with anyone willing to participate.
Russia respects the positions of coun-
tries that support a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict.

On battlefield developments, Putin
said drones remain a major challenge
for Russian forces. Despite difficul-
ties, Putin said Russian troops are ac-
celerating their offensive and advanc-
ing according to plan in the Donetsk
region, where they took control of 15
settlements in August. He is confi-
dent of victory but avoids setting any
concrete timeline for an end to the

conflict, stressing that war is cruel
and hard to forecast.

Putin said any military facilities in
Ukraine, including those linked to the
United Kingdom, are legitimate tar-
gets for Russian strikes.

He also denied reports of a new mo-
bilization effort to call up civilians
for military service following the
State Duma election later this month,
dismissing such claims as an “infor-
mation warfare” campaign against
Russia. m

On Wednesday Russia vowed to
head off any disruption to civil avia-
tion after a warning by Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy that
its drones had made Russian airspace
dangerous to use.

Zelenskiy warned airlines and in-
surance firms on Tuesday that the
presence of Ukrainian drones as it
responded to Russian attacks meant
“the war started by Russia is closing
its own skies”. He said he was not tar-
geting civil aviation.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha said it had also officially no-
tified the International Civil Aviation
Organization that Russian airspace
was not safe.

While European and U.S. carriers
do not fly over Russia due to the war
that erupted when Russia invaded
Ukraine in February 2022, the air-
space is used by other airlines from
countries such as China, Turkey, the
United Arab Emirates and other Per-
sian Gulf states.

Xi Calls on China, Egypt to Enhance Mutual *

Support, Deepen Cooperation
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CAIRO (Xinhua) - Chinese President
Xi Jinping on Wednesday called on China
and Egypt to support each other, deepen
cooperation, and continue advancing the
building of a China-Egypt community
with a shared future amid a turbulent in-
ternational and regional landscape.

Xi made the remarks during his
talks with Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah EI-Sisi, noting that Egypt was
the first Arab and African nation to
establish diplomatic ties with the
People’s Republic of China in 1956.

The older-generation leaders of
the two countries led their peoples
in fighting side by side for national
_E}-I independence and against impe-

Chinese President Xi Jinping poses for a photo with Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi in Cairo, Egypt on Wednesday.
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rialism and colonialism, forging an
unbreakable bond of friendship, Xi
said.

Over the past seven decades, Chi-
na-Egypt relations have weathered
challenges and developed distinctive
features of equality and mutual trust,
friendship and mutual learning, soli-
darity and mutual support, as well as
win-win cooperation, he said.

Xi said the China-Egypt compre-
hensive strategic partnership has
achieved leapfrog development in
recent years under the guidance of
the two heads of state. The two sides
share similar views and have closely
aligned strategies in pursuing devel-

opment and revitalization, improving
people’s well-being, and upholding
international fairness and justice, he
added.

Xi emphasized that China and
Egypt should firmly support each
other, maintain the momentum of
high-level exchanges, enhance ex-
changes and cooperation in all fields
and at all levels, and strengthen ex-
changes and mutual learning on gov-
ernance experience.

Xi said the two sides should pro-
mote mutually beneficial coopera-
tion, better align their development
strategies, tap the potential for coop-
eration in traditional fields such as
infrastructure development, power,
agriculture and communications
technology, and foster new high-
lights of cooperation in green energy,
electric vehicles, aerospace, the digi-
tal economy and modern agricultural
technology.

The two sides should promote
people-to-people exchanges, com-
prehensively expand  exchanges
and cooperation in culture, educa-
tion, science and technology, health,
sports and other fields, and facilitate
personnel exchanges and enhance
people-to-people bonds, Xi said.

The two sides should strengthen
security cooperation, jointly combat
transnational crime, deepen interna-

tional cooperation in anti-corruption,
firmly support each other’s anti- I-E

Report: 22,000 Displaced by Fighting in
Sudan’s Blue Nile State in Last Week

Khartoum (Anadolu) - About 22,000
people have been displaced from Su-
dan’s Blue Nile state in the last week
as fighting intensified in the Geissan
district, the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said Tuesday.

OCHA said in a statement that con-
tinued violence is putting civilians
at risk and forcing thousands to flee
their homes.

“In Blue Nile State, local authori-
ties report that nearly 22,000 people
may have been displaced in the past
seven days due to escalating fighting
in the locality of Geissan,” it said.

The statement said that “many are
sheltering in schools or have fled to
other areas, including towards the
state capital, Ed Damazine.”

The Geissan Emergency Room, a
local aid body, said Sunday that near-
ly 20,000 people had fled the area of

Medina 12 in the Geissan district be-
cause of the fighting and worsening
security conditions.

Blue Nile has seen a new escalation
in the last two days after the para-
military Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
and allied Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement-North launched attacks in
several areas of the state.

OCHA also said attacks on Saturday
on villages north and northwest of El
Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan
state, caused casualties and displaced
civilians, amid reports that civilian
property and livestock were looted.

“In West Darfur State, civilians
were reportedly killed and injured
when a drone strike hit a fuel mar-
ket in Adekong, near the border with
Chad, last Thursday. The attack also
damaged civilian property,” it said.

OCHA renewed its demand for all
parties to the conflict “to protect ci-

vilians and civilian infrastructure, re-
spect international humanitarian law,
and allow humanitarian organizations
to operate safely and independently.”

The International Organization for
Migration (IOM) said Monday that
450 people were displaced from the
village of al-Qardud Abu Zeid in the
al-Rahad district of North Kordofan
because of deteriorating security in a
single day.

Alongside Blue Nile and Darfur,
fighting has continued since Oct. 25
in Sudan’s three Kordofan states --
North Kordofan, West Kordofan and
South Kordofan -- between the army
and the RSF.

Sudan has been at war between the
army and the RSF since April 2023.
The conflict has killed tens of thou-
sands of people and displaced about
13 million, according to UN and in-
ternational estimates.
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At Least 20 Generals, Admirals, Civilian Defense
Leaders Forced Out of Hegseth’s Pentagon

least 20 generals, admirals and civil-
ian defense leaders have been fired
or have departed their jobs since Pete
Hegseth became defense secretary at
the beginning of the second Trump
administration.

Army Secretary Dan Driscoll’s res-
ignation Monday was the latest in a
series of exits by senior Pentagon and
military officials.

The U.S. military has remained ac-
tive under Trump 2.0 as turnover has
spread across senior Pentagon leader-
ship.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
eager to reshape the military and re-
duce the number of generals and se-
nior ranks, has been at the forefront of
pushing leaders out.

The latest, Driscoll’s departure came
even though he was a rising star in the
Trump administration. He seemingly
had an icy relationship with Hegseth
and felt it was time to leave amid
concerns about the state of the Army,
Axios’ Barak Ravid and Colin Demar-
est report.

Driscoll’s decision to leave resem-
bles the exit of Navy Secretary John
Phelan, a fellow Pentagon official
Hegseth fired in April 2026.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Randy
George retired in April, just a few
weeks after the Iran war began. Ac-
cording to multiple reports, Hegseth
called for George to step down. His
departure came more than a year be-
fore his term was up.

Army Gen. Christopher Donahue
announced his exit in July after 18
months as commanding general of
U.S. Army Europe and Africa.

According to The Washington Post,

to extend Donahue’s career, which led
to the general’s exit.

Donahue’s storied career included
him being the last soldier to leave Af-
ghanistan.

Army vice chief of staff Gen. James
Mingus served as vice chief of staff of
the Army for less than two years, de-
spite the typical three-year term.

Trump nominated Lt. Gen. Chris-
topher LaNeve, previously senior
military assistant to Hegseth, to take
over the role before Mingus publicly
announced plans to step aside.

According to The Washington Post,
Mingus was forced into early retire-
ment.

Former Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen.
CQ Brown Jr. was the highest-ranking
U.S. military officer when Trump
fired him in February 2025, roughly
16 months into his four-year term.

Hegseth had previously suggested
firing him for promoting DEI policies.

Adm. Lisa Franchetti made history
as the first woman to serve as chief
of naval operations and to become a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Hegseth fired her in February 2025
in a leadership purge that took down
other top officials.

CNN reports Hegseth once de-
scribed Franchetti as a “DEI hire.”

Hegseth removed Air Force Vice
Chief of Staff Gen. James Slife dur-
ing the February 2025 leadership
purge that also took out Franchetti
and Brown.

The move came amid widespread
military changes at the time. For-
mer President Biden had nominated
Brown, Franchetti and Slife to their
positions.

UN Warns Global Warming Likely to

NEW YORK (AP) - Global warm-
ing is likely to exceed 1.5C (2.7F)
above pre-industrial levels within
the next few years, but tempera-
tures could still be brought back
down through rapid emissions cuts
and sustained net-negative emis-
sions, the UN Environment Pro-
gram (UNEP) said Wednesday.

“Global temperature rise is set to
cross 1.5C, likely within the next
few years, pushing climate risks
and impacts to increasingly danger-
ous heights, but it is still possible to
bring temperatures down and achieve
global goals in the Paris Agreement,”
a new UNEP report said.

The report identified an “over-
shoot, peak and decline” pathway as
the best option to minimize both the
scale and duration of warming above
1.5C before eventually returning be-
low that threshold.

The pathway seeks to limit peak
warming through deep cuts in green-
house gas emissions and subsequent-
ly lower temperatures through sus-
tained net-negative emissions.

“There are no good outcomes if
we remain above 1.5°C. Across the

Exceed 1.5C Within Next Few Years

globe, extreme heatwaves are al-
ready proving that climate impacts
will strike faster, hit harder, and last
longer - costing more lives and caus-
ing deeper disruption,” said UNEP
Executive Director Inger Andersen.

The report said even the most op-
timistic scenario would see global
temperatures peak at 1.8C above pre-
industrial levels, exceeding the Paris
Agreement goal of limiting warming
to 1.5C.

Most other scenarios project even
higher peaks.

Risks would intensify with every
additional fraction of a degree of
warming and every year tempera-
tures remain above 1.5C, the report
said, including through more severe
extreme weather and ecosystem loss-
es.

“Severe damage to human health,
food security, water supplies, nature,
cities, infrastructure, and economies
is expected,” it added.

The report also warned that the
likelihood of crossing irreversible
tipping points rises with both the
magnitude and duration of higher
temperatures.
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KANGERLUSSUAQ (Reuters) - For the
first time in recent history, Danish con-
scripts have been deployed to Greenland,
as Denmark moves to bolster its presence
in the Arctic after U.S. demands to acquire
the territory. U.S. President Donald Trump
has repeatedly sought to acquire the semi-
autonomous Danish island, citing national
security concerns and accusing Copenhagen
of neglecting Arctic defense. Denmark and
Greenland have firmly rejected the idea. The
conscripts are part of the first cohort under
Denmark’s new extended conscription pro-
gram, aimed at producing soldiers able to
operate in one of the kingdom’s most stra-
tegically important and challenging regions.
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BELJING (AP) - The Chinese government
is pressing for answers after a Chinese man
died hours after being taken into custody by
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
in a US. territory. Lianyong Wei, 51, died
Aug. 23 at a hospital in the Northern Mari-
ana Islands, ICE announced in a news re-
lease Tuesday. Wei was arrested Aug. 21 by
the Northern Mariana Islands Department
of Public Safety on criminal charges stem-
ming from an alleged assault on a family of
five at their home, according to ICE. He was
taken into ICE custody the next day pending
removal proceedings. ICE said a guard at
the lockup in Saipan found Wei unresponsive
during routine morning checks on Aug. 23.
He was taken to a hospital emergency room,
where he was pronounced dead after “life-
sustaining interventions were initiated,” the
agency said, noting that the cause of his death
is under investigation.
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BEIJING (AFP) -The death toll from last
week’s devastating flash floods and mud-
slides on the China-Nepal border has climbed
to 1,130, with nearly 4,500 missing, the latest
official data showed on Wednesday. Accord-
ing to the National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Authority, 1,114 bodies
have been recovered in Nepal since massive
flash floods hit the Himalayan country on
Aug. 26, while 292 people were injured and
3,916 remained missing. Authorities said
that around 12,000 people have been rescued
firom the flood-hit areas, whereas more than
21,000 security personnel, including army
and police, have been mobilized to assist
the ongoing search and rescue operations.
Around 1.6 million people have been affected
in Nepal by flash floods, they added.
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BERLIN (Anadolu) - At least two people sus-
tained minor injuries in an explosion at a train
station in the southern German city of Augs-
burg, police reported Wednesday. The station
building and Track 1 are currently closed, a
police spokesperson told daily Bild Wednesday
morning. Train service is disrupted and is be-
ing rerouted to the other tracks. Window panes
were also damaged by the explosion. Explo-
sives experts from the Bavarian State Criminal
Police Office are on the scene, according to
police. The cause of the explosion is still un-
known.Public transportation around the train
station building has also been affected. Police
are also investigating suspected sabotage at
an Amprion power substation in Bergheim, in
the western state of North Rhine-Westphalia,
public broadcaster WDR reported.

kkk

PARIS (AP) - The Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo has killed
3,007 people out of 6,186 confirmed cases
(people), according to Dr. Jean-Jacques Muy-
embe, director of the Ministry of Health of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in a
statement released Wednesday. Dr. Muyembe
said, “The disease is spreading at an unprec-
edented rate, outpacing our efforts to track
and contain it.” According to Dr. Muyembe,
the outbreak has resulted in 6,186 confirmed
cases (people) and 3,007 deaths (people) since
it was declared in mid-May. Dr. Muyembe
added, “This is the fastest-growing Ebola
outbreak ever recorded.” The World Health
Organization (WHO) has corroborated these
figures and described the situation as requir-
ing urgent international attention.
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ISTANBUL (Reuters) - Two Turkish-flagged
commercial vessels collided off Istanbul in
the Sea of Marmara on Wednesday and one
of the ships, which had 10 crew on board, is
believed to have sunk; the Istanbul governor’s
office and Turkish maritime affairs authority
said. The Alsu, en route to the Aegean port
of Aliaga, and Tugberk Imamoglu, en route
to the Black Sea port of Karadenizeregli,
collided off the Silivri district of Istanbul at
around 3 a.m. (0000 GMT), the Istanbul gov-
ernor’s office said in a statement. Coastguard
ships and helicopters were sent to the scene
for search and rescue, and there was no vis-
ible damage on the Alsu, the statement said.
Authorities were unable to establish contact
with the Tugberk Imamoglu and its 10 crew
members.
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