
BÜRGENSTOCK, Switzerland 
(Dispatches) – Iran’s negotiating 
team dramatically walked out of 
talks with the United States on Sun-
day in protest at “blatant threats” 
by President Donald Trump, who 
warned Tehran to stop its allies in 
Lebanon or face devastating new 
military strikes—and threatened 
to “take over the rest of the coun-
try”—plunging the fledgling diplo-
matic process into crisis.

The walkout followed 
Trump’s belligerent state-
ments on Truth Social and in a 
Fox News interview, including 
threats to “hit Iran very hard 
again, just like we did last 
week, only harder” if Tehran 
did not rein in Hezbollah.

In the Fox interview, Trump 
escalated his rhetoric dramati-
cally. He warned Iranian Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian to 

“better watch his mouth” and 
threatened: “He better shape 
up or we’ll take over the rest 
of the country.” 

On the Strait of Hormuz, 
Trump warned Iranians that if 
they closed it, “you won’t have 
a country” and “you won’t 
even make it back to your f---
-- country”. He also suggested 
the U.S. could become the 
“Guardian Angel” of the stra-

tegic waterway and “take 20% 
of the oil” or “collect tolls”.

The Iranian delegation de-
clared Trump’s remarks a 
“flagrant violation” of Article 
1 of the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding, which 
explicitly requires the U.S. to 
refrain from issuing “threats” 
and to ensure “the immediate 
and permanent termination 
of military operations on all 
fronts, including Lebanon”. 

According to Article 13 of 
the MoU, any negotiating pro-
cess depends entirely on im-
plementation of Article 1.

A source close to the Iranian 
team confirmed to Tasnim that 
the delegation left the venue 
after the threats. Iran’s Fars 
news agency reported that 
Trump’s remarks had inter-
rupted negotiations and cast 
uncertainty over whether talks 
would continue.

U.S. Senator Cory Booker de-
livered a blistering critique on 
NBC News’ “Meet the Press” 
Sunday, warning that Ameri-
cans should be “very wor-
ried” about Trump and Israeli
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Iran Rules Out Negotiations With IAEA Chief
BÜRGENSTOCK (Dispatches) – Iran has no intention 

of holding negotiations with International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi during 
talks with the United States in Switzerland, a source close 
to the Iranian delegation said on Sunday, rejecting an 
American proposal to include the UN nuclear chief in the 
discussions.

The source told Tasnim news agency that Grossi’s 
presence in Switzerland “does not mean that he will be 
present in negotiations with Iran”. The Americans had 
requested Grossi’s participation in the talks, but Iran re-
jected the idea.
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TEL AVIV (Dispatches) – In 
a historic repudiation of Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s military 
adventurism, an overwhelming 
92.1 percent of Israeli settlers 
believe Iran emerged as the 
victor from the recent war and 
subsequent U.S.-Iran agree-
ment, according to a poll pub-
lished Sunday that lays bare the 
catastrophic failure of Israeli 
leadership.

The survey, conducted by 
the Hebrew University of Al-
Quds in collaboration with the 
Agam Institute among 3,644 
respondents between June 17 
and 20, paints a devastating 
picture of Israel’s strategic po-
sition. 

Even among Netanyahu’s 
right-wing voter base, 93.1 
percent acknowledged that 
Iran has won. A staggering 
82.9 percent of Israeli settlers 
believe the war weakened their 
illegal entity’s long-term secu-
rity, while 86 percent view the 
outcome negatively and 63.2 
percent oppose the U.S.-Iran 
agreement.

The war, launched on Feb-
ruary 28 in coordination with 
the United States, was sold 
to the Israeli settler public on 
three key promises: eliminat-
ing Iran’s nuclear and ballis-
tic missile threat, degrading 
Tehran’s regional axis of re-
sistance allies, and sparking 
regime change in Tehran. 

None of these objectives 
have been achieved. Accord-
ing to the poll, 87.8 percent 
of Israeli settlers believe the 
Zionist entity failed to achieve 
any of its objectives.

Writing in the Guardian, vet-
eran foreign affairs commen-
tator Simon Tisdall delivered 
a blistering verdict: Netanya-
hu will be remembered as “the 
man who put the Middle East 
to the sword.” 

His “solution” to every prob-
lem—whether Hamas, Hez-
bollah, or Iran—was always 
the same: “extreme, often law-
less violence that invariably 
made matters worse.” 

The unprovoked, illegal war 
against Iran was the ultimate 
expression of the Netanyahu 
doctrine—”the dispropor-

tionate application of brute 
force”—and it has failed spec-
tacularly.

Israeli media have been 
equally scathing. Ynet, one 
of Israel’s leading news por-
tals, declared that “Iran has 
withstood serious attacks, and 
by drawing on its remaining 
strength, it has managed to 
bring the United States to its 
knees.” 

The portal added: “It was sup-
posed to be the United States’ 
best days as a world power, 
but the grandiose names of the 
operations against Iran, Amer-
ica’s ‘Epic Fury’ and Israel’s 
‘Roaring Lion,’ have been 
shattered to pieces”.

Perhaps the most signifi-
cant strategic gain for Iran is 
the unprecedented rupture in 
U.S.-Israel relations. Tisdall 
reported that Trump and Ne-
tanyahu are “barely on speak-
ing terms,” with the U.S. 
president launching “profani-
ty-laden personal attacks” on 
the Israeli leader. The White 
House blames Netanyahu for 
drawing the U.S. into an “un-
winnable fight” on the basis of 
“glib predictions of easy vic-
tory and regime collapse”.

Speaking after the G7 sum-
mit, Trump eviscerated Netan-
yahu’s red lines. He declared 
Iran must be allowed to enrich 
uranium, has a right to ballistic 
missiles, and should have bil-
lions in frozen assets returned. 

The U.S. backed Iran’s de-
mand for an immediate, per-
manent ceasefire in Leba-
non—a position underscored 
by Vice President JD Vance, 
who ordered Netanyahu to 
stop fighting and warned that 
the U.S. is “the only powerful 
ally” Israel has left.

Israeli analysts have con-
firmed the catastrophic impli-
cations. Former intelligence 
officer Danny Citrinowicz 
described the U.S.-Iran deal as 
nothing less than a “political 
and security catastrophe for 
Israel.” 

Sima Shine, another former 
intelligence officer with Isra-
el’s so-called institute for se-
curity studies, noted that “the
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 BEIRUT (Dispatches) – 
Hezbollah Secretary-General 
Sheikh Naim Qassem de-
clared on Sunday that Iran has 
emerged from the war with the 
United States and Israel “more 
powerful than ever”, as Leba-
nese communities along major 
roads erected banners express-
ing gratitude to Tehran for in-
sisting on a permanent end to 
Israeli aggression against Leba-
non.

“The Islamic Republic, 
which single-handedly re-
pelled large-scale aggression, 
has succeeded in humiliating 
America and Israel,” Sheikh 
Qassem said in a televised ad-
dress broadcast by Al-Manar 
TV. “Iran will emerge from 
the war with the U.S. with its 
head held high. It will become 
a pillar for all freedom-loving 
people in the world.” 

The Hezbollah chief empha-
sized that Iran has proven it 
will not retreat from its rights 

despite the enormous costs of 
the war. 

“Iran withstood the aggres-
sion and emerged stronger than 
before the war. It is a supporter 
of the resistance, an ally to its 
neighbors and friends, and ca-
pable of ensuring collective 
security for the region’s coun-
tries without needing America 
or its allies,” he said.

Sheikh Qassem outlined 
three primary objectives of the 
U.S.-Israeli aggression against 
Iran—and declared that all had 
failed. 

“Israel sought to end the re-
sistance through its war on 
Iran but did not achieve this 
goal. The aggression failed 
to realize its objectives, even 
though the Zionist side re-
mains hopeful of changing the 
situation,” he said.

He specifically noted that 
Iran’s uranium enrichment 
program remains intact, its 
missile program continues as 

a defensive capability capable 
of striking the enemy, and the 
Islamic Republic in Tehran re-
mains firmly in place.

“Israel is an expansionist en-
tity that will not be satisfied 
with all of Palestine’s lands, 
nor with occupying the Golan 
and beyond—it seeks control 
over the entire region, as prov-
en by events and facts,” Qas-
sem stated.

Across Lebanon, public dis-
plays of gratitude to Iran have 
emerged along major thor-
oughfares. Banners carrying 
messages of appreciation for 
Iran were displayed along the 
main road connecting Beirut 
to Rafic Hariri International 
Airport, one of the capital’s 
busiest routes.

The banners featured images 
of the martyred Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei and 
the current Leader, Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Mojtaba Khame-

nei, alongside the message: 
“Thank you to loyal Iran.” 

According to local reports, 
the displays were intended to 
express appreciation for Iran’s 
emphasis on the termination 
of Israeli aggression against 
Lebanon in the recently signed 
U.S.-Iran memorandum of un-
derstanding.

Ali Ammar, a member of 
the Loyalty to the Resistance 
parliamentary bloc, said Iran 
has consistently supported 
the resistance movement and 
remained committed to its 
pledges. “The Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran has proven its com-
mitment to supporting the re-
sistance and has always stood 
by it,” Ammar stated.

Last Sunday, Hezbollah is-
sued a formal statement ex-
pressing “profound gratitude” 
to Iran’s leaders, forces and 
people “for their steadfast sup-
port of Lebanon, its people and
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