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Tehran Court Orders U.S. to Pay $22bn Over 2022 Riots

TEHRAN — Iran's judiciary announced on Tuesday that
a civil court in Tehran has issued a verdict ordering the
U.S. government, senior American officials, and affiliated
institutions and individuals to pay more than $22 billion
in damages for their support of riots in Iran in 2022.

Judiciary spokesperson Asghar Jahangir said the rul-
ing followed hearings on a lawsuit filed by 607 families
of those Iran identified as martyrs and victims injured
during the 2022 protests. The plaintiffs sought material,

moral, and punitive damages.

The court found that U.S. financial, material, and mor-
al support for rioters violated Iranian sovereignty and
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Armed Forces Chief Visits Khatam al-Anbia Headquarters

TEHRAN -- Chief of Staff of Iran’s Armed Forces Major
General Seyyed Abdolrahim Mousavi visited the Khatam
al-Anbia Construction Headquarters of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps on Tuesday, inspecting ongoing projects
and progress across various sectors.

Mousavi praised the headquarters for completing stalled
national projects, highlighting its role in infrastructure, en-
ergy, water, and development initiatives. He emphasized the
importance of showcasing these achievements to the public
and transferring the headquarters’ technical expertise and
“jihadist spirit” to other governmental and private sectors.
He described their work as crucial for national develop-

\ment and strengthening Iran's defense capabilities.
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Pezeshkian Hails
Iranians’ Unity in Foiling
Foreign Threats

TEHRAN - President Masoud
Pezeshkian said on Tuesday that
public support has been central
to the country’s survival during
past foreign threats and remains
critical to addressing current
social and developmental chal-
lenges.

“During the eight-year war of
the 1980s, the entire world stood
behind the criminal Ba’athist re-
gime, hoping to crush the fledg-
ling Islamic Republic. Yet the
support of the Iranian people
for the system and the revolu-
tion thwarted their malicious
intentions,” Pezeshkian said at a
ceremony marking International
Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties.

He noted that foreign powers,
including Israel and the United
States, had similarly sought to
destabilize the country through
short-term attacks, believing
that a few days of bombing
could turn public sentiment
against the government.

“Once again, the people stood
by their nation and system, foil-
ing these conspiracies,” he said.

Pezeshkian stressed the gov-
ernment’s reliance on citizens to
overcome challenges, empha-
sizing social unity.

“No challenge can be solved
without relying on the people.
Society should not be divided
into ‘insiders’ and ‘outsiders.’
These citizens seek the dignity,
honor, and pride of their coun-
try,” he said.

He described a philosophy of
turning hardships into oppor-
tunities for public engagement
and problem-solving.

“Even negative events can act
as a goldmine, revealing capaci-
ties and opportunities. Without
these difficulties, many poten-
tial solutions might have been
overlooked,” Pezeshkian said.

Pezeshkian said the govern-
ment was addressing regional
imbalances and social in-
equalities by mobilizing pub-
lic participation. “With active
engagement and support from
the people, enormous potential
emerges, creating motivation
and capacity to address societal
challenges,” he said.

He highlighted the enduring
role of citizen determination in
safeguarding national indepen-
dence. “Enemies cannot subdue
a steadfast nation with weapons
and aircraft. With your support,
we remain committed to build-
ing a stronger country,” he said.

Brigadier General Vali Ma’dani (right), commander of the Sahand 2025 counter-terrorism exercise, and General Sergey Kisani (righ),
Secretary of the SCO Executive Committee for Regional Counter-Terrorism, attend a joint news conference in Tabriz on Tuesday.

TEHRAN -- The main operational
phase of Iran’s Sahand 2025 counter-
terrorism exercise commenced on
Tuesday in East Azarbaijan Province,
with full participation from Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
member states, Iranian officials con-
firmed.

Hosted by the Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Ground Force, the exercise rep-
resents Iran’s first major joint
field operation with SCO part-
ners since the 12-day regional

Rising Grassroots Resistance in Syria
Shatters Israel’s Colonial Dreams

BEIT JINN, SYRIA (Dispatches) —
At 2:52 a.m. on November 28, Israeli
forces from the 55th Paratroopers
Brigade crossed into southwestern
Damascus’ Beit Jinn, aiming to ex-
ecute a raid-and-arrest operation.
But what unfolded marked a strik-
ing departure from years of largely
uncontested incursions: local resi-
dents fought back.

Israeli troops, who had kid-
napped three men reportedly, sud-
denly came under close-quarters
fire. For the first time in years,
Tel Aviv faced direct armed resis-
tance deep inside Syrian territory.

The occupation military report-
ed six soldiers injured, while He-
brew media later raised the figure
to 13. On the Syrian side, at least
20 people, including women and
children, were killed in the clash
and subsequent Israeli shelling,
with dozens more wounded.

“This is a first,” said Syrian
analyst Muhammad al-Huwaidi.
“Local resistance acted indepen-
dently of Damascus, delivering a
tangible blow to Israeli forces in
a region long considered vulner-
able.”

The firefight exposed the vacu-

um left by Syria’s de facto rulers
in the south. Hay’at Tahrir al-Sh-
am (HTS) and its leader, Abu Mu-
hammad al-Julani, who evolved
from Al-Qaeda roots and once
claimed regional dominance,
have largely failed to counter
Israeli aggressions. Analysts ar-
gue that HTS’ overtures toward
normalization with Israel and its
inability to secure the south have
emboldened foreign forces.

Huwaidi notes, “Sharaa’s [al-
Jolani’s] governance in southern
Syria is detached, confused, and
largely ineffective. Israel has op-
erated with near impunity, and lo-
cal communities have had to take
matters into their own hands.”

Indeed, the Beit Jinn operation
marks a shift: while the HTS lead-
ership remains entangled in polit-
ical maneuvering and constrained
by Ankara, grassroots actors are
emerging as de facto defenders
of their towns. These fighters ap-
pear motivated less by allegiance
to any regime and more by local
security imperatives, marking a
nascent, decentralized resistance
movement in Syria’s south.

The clash triggered conflicting

claims. Initially, Israeli sources
blamed Jamaa al-Islamiyya; later
reports hinted at possible ties to
Syrian intelligence, though the
region lacks a coherent state ap-
paratus.

“The contradictions highlight
both the confusion within Damas-
cus and the rise of self-organized,
community-based  resistance,”
said Syrian academic Dr. Ahmad
al-Kanani. “Israel’s usual calcu-
lus, assuming limited opposition
in Sunni-majority towns, no lon-
ger holds.”

Tel Aviv reportedly is reas-
sessing its tactics. Israeli media
suggest the military may pivot
toward airstrikes and drone oper-
ations over ground raids, aiming
to avoid direct confrontation with
emboldened local actors.

Observers say Beit Jinn reflects
a broader trend of local commu-
nities asserting agency. Unlike
previous incidents, where Israel
faced minimal pushback, this con-
frontation inflicted real casualties
and disrupted operations. Ana-
lysts see it as the beginning of a
grassroots counter-force capable
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war with Israel and the U.S. ear-
lier this year. The drill highlights
Tehran’s growing role in regional
security coordination and its
commitment to counter-terrorism
collaboration.

Brigadier General Vali Ma’dani,
commander of the Sahand 2025
exercise, emphasized that the
drill demonstrates Iran’s leader-
ship and operational readiness in
regional counter-terrorism.

“The IRGC is a recognized
security architect in the fight

against terrorism in the region
and is always ready to confront
terrorists,” Ma’dani said during a
joint press briefing in Tabriz.

The exercise, conducted at the
operational area of the Imam
Zaman Mechanized Brigade in
Shabestar County, involves SCO
member states including Uzbeki-
stan, Tajikistan, Russia, Pakistan,
Kyrgyzstan, China, Kazakhstan,
India, and Belarus.

Observers from Saudi Arabia,
Azerbaijan, Oman, and Iraq are

il Enters Main Operational Phase

also participating. According to
Ma’dani, the exercise aims to en-
able SCO member countries to
synchronize efforts and coordi-
nate strategies in combating ter-
rorism.

The five-day drill, which will
run through December 5, inte-
grates multiple branches of Iran’s
special operations forces.

The first two days focused on
staff operations and operational
briefings, while the current main
phase involves live-fire exer-
cises and full-scale field maneu-
vers, employing live ammunition
across all five operational phases.

The main field operations are
expected to last approximately
three hours, simulating real-world
combat scenarios to test coordi-
nation and tactical readiness.

Officials emphasized that Sah-
and 2025 forms part of a broader
effort to enhance tactical syn-
chronization, improve command-
and-control systems, and facili-
tate intelligence and operational
experience exchange among par-
ticipating SCO countries.

Speaking to parliament, Speak-
er Muhammad Bagher Ghalibaf
highlighted the drill’s signifi-
cance, stating that its outcomes
will help neutralize terrorist
threats, protect national security,
and reinforce the resilience of
Iran and its regional partners.

He also stressed that the exer-
cise sends a clear geopolitical

(Continued on Page 7)

Amid NATO’s Pre-Emptive Attack Threat,

Putin Says Russia Ready for War With Europe

MOSCOW (Dispatches) — President
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday warned that
Russia is ready to fight a war with Eu-
rope if provoked, following NATO’s re-
cent signals that it may adopt pre-emp-
tive measures against Moscow.

Speaking at the VIB Russia Call-
ing Investment Forum in Moscow,
Putin stated, “We are not planning
to go to war with Europe, but if
Europe wants to and starts, we are
ready right now.”

He accused European powers of
imposing unacceptable conditions
on a potential peace settlement in
Ukraine and suggested that their ac-
tions undermine ongoing U.S.-led
diplomatic efforts.

The Russian leader’s remarks
came as NATO officials, including
Admiral Giuseppe Cavo Dragone,
chair of the NATO Military Com-
mittee, indicated the alliance might
consider “more aggressive” or “pre-
emptive” measures in response to
repeated Russian drone incursions,
cyberattacks, and sabotage of criti-
cal infrastructure in Europe.

Dragone described such action as
potentially defensive, albeit unusual
for NATO, and highlighted the le-

gal and operational challenges in-
volved.

He stressed that NATO is “study-
ing everything” to determine how to
deter Moscow effectively as the war
in Ukraine enters its fourth year.

A recent Financial Times investi-
gation detailed a series of incidents
in the Baltic Sea, where vessels al-
legedly dragged anchors to damage
undersea energy and communica-
tion cables. In addition, European
countries have faced repeated cyber-
attacks and incursions into NATO
airspace.

NATO launched Operation Baltic
Sentry earlier this year to strengthen
patrols in the region, deploying air-
craft, warships, and drones, and to
monitor Russia’s “shadow fleet”—
vessels with unclear ownership used
to transport sanctioned oil.

Putin also criticized European
powers for limiting contact with
Russia, which he argued has pre-
vented them from participating in
meaningful peace talks.

His comments coincided with
meetings in Moscow involving
U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, who are negotiating a po-

tential peace deal between Russia
and Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky confirmed that Washing-
ton and Kyiv have agreed on a re-
vised 20-point peace plan, adjusted
from the original 28-point roadmap
proposed last month.

Zelensky described the ongoing
talks as “one of the most challeng-
ing and yet optimistic moments” for
peace in Ukraine.

Meanwhile, fighting has inten-
sified around the strategic city
of Pokrovsk, with Russian forces
claiming capture—a claim de-
nied by Ukraine. The military
developments, coupled with
NATO’s statements, underscore
the heightened tension in Eastern
Europe, as both sides weigh their
strategic options.

Russia reacted strongly to NATO’s
pre-emptive posture. Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Maria Zakha-
rova called Dragone’s remarks “ex-
tremely irresponsible” and warned
they represent an attempt to escalate
tensions, potentially risking conse-
quences for NATO members them-
selves.



