
GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) 
--  The Israeli military launched 
a brutal and long-anticipated 
ground invasion of Gaza City early 
Tuesday, a move that has deepened 
an already catastrophic humani-
tarian crisis. 

Under the guise of “Operation 
Gideon’s Chariots 2,” the assault 
was preceded and accompanied 
by relentless airstrikes that oblit-
erated entire neighborhoods in 
one of the world’s most densely 
populated areas. 

The onslaught represents a stag-
gering escalation in the ongoing 
siege of Gaza, intensifying what 
many international observers and 
experts have labeled a genocidal 
campaign against Palestinians.

Israeli war minister Israel Katz 
starkly declared, “Gaza is burn-
ing,” ominously warning that 
the entire Gaza Strip “will be de-
stroyed” unless Hamas releases 
the remaining captives and dis-
arms. 

Yet, the statement glosses over 
the indiscriminate nature of the 
military aggression that targets 
not just militants but hundreds of 
thousands of civilians trapped in 
the enclave. 

Gaza City, home to nearly a 
million Palestinians, is being 
systematically reduced to ruins 
through a combination of aerial 
bombardment, artillery shelling, 
and ground incursions involving 
heavily armed infantry divisions.

The Israeli military’s onslaught 
targets central neighborhoods 
such as Sheikh Radwan, Al-
Karama, and Tal al-Hawa—areas 
densely populated by civilians. 

Reports describe at least 37 air-
strikes raining down on these dis-
tricts within a mere 20 minutes, 
causing mass destruction and loss 
of life. 

The use of booby-trapped ar-

mored personnel carriers to 
destroy residential buildings 
reflects a deliberate tactic that 
endangers civilian lives, while 
relentless artillery and helicopter 
fire continue to pound northern 
Gaza. 

The bombardment’s thunder-
ous echoes have reportedly been 
heard as far away as Tel Aviv, un-
derscoring the scale of violence 
inflicted on the besieged city.

Despite claims of targeting 
Hamas fighters, the Israeli as-
sault disproportionately impacts 
civilians. Hospitals like Shifa and 
Al-Ahli are overwhelmed with 
casualties, with dozens of deaths 
reported overnight, including 
many children. 

Saud al-Sakani, mourning the 
loss of her entire extended family 
buried under the rubble of their 
flattened home, symbolizes the 
human toll behind the statistics.

Over 600,000 civilians remain 
trapped in Gaza City amidst the 
onslaught, while many others 
have been forcibly displaced. 
The Israeli military has urged 
Palestinians to evacuate north-
ern Gaza, directing them toward 
southern “humanitarian zones” 
claimed to be safe. 

Yet, UN officials repeatedly 
emphasize that nowhere in Gaza 
is safe, given the pervasive de-
struction and lack of basic neces-
sities. Overcrowding, starvation, 
and lack of shelter in southern 
Gaza have forced many displaced 
families to return to dangerous 
areas in the city, illustrating the 
impossibility of safe evacuation 
under siege conditions.

The onslaught was launched 
hours after a visit by U.S. Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio, 
who expressed Washington’s 
unwavering support for Israel’s 
genocidal campaign—despite 

widespread international con-
demnation of the aggression 
and mounting evidence of war 
crimes. 

Rubio’s rhetoric dehumanizing 
Palestinians as “dedicated to vio-
lence and barbarism” reveals the 
entrenched biases that underpin 
the refusal of powerful allies to 
hold Israel accountable.

The onslaught in Gaza City 
not only devastates a popula-
tion already shattered by years 
of blockade and intermittent at-
tacks but also extinguishes any 
remaining hope for an imminent 
ceasefire. 

Zionist officials have suggested 
the invasion may last months, 
promising to “destroy Hamas’ 
military infrastructure,” yet this 
military objective is pursued at 
the expense of tens of thousands 
of lives and the destruction of 
Gaza’s already fragile infrastruc-
ture.

The timing of the invasion co-
incides with a landmark report 
by independent experts commis-
sioned by the United Nations’ 
Human Rights Council, which 
concluded that Israel is commit-
ting genocide in Gaza. 

The report, rejected by Israel as 
“distorted,” accuses the Israeli 
military and political leadership 
of orchestrating acts that meet 
the criteria of the 1948 Genocide 
Convention, including deliberate 
killings, causing serious bodily 
and mental harm, and imposing 
living conditions calculated to de-
stroy the Palestinian population.

Navi Pillay, chair of the UN 
inquiry, highlighted explicit evi-
dence of “genocidal intent,” cit-
ing systematic starvation tactics, 
destruction of infrastructure, and 
targeted attacks on civilians. The 
report condemned the highest 
echelons of Israeli leadership for 

fostering a climate of dehuman-
ization and hate, which underpins 
the ongoing atrocities.

These findings are corroborated 
by multiple independent bodies, 
including the International As-
sociation of Genocide Scholars, 
which formally recognized Isra-
el’s actions in Gaza as genocide 
earlier this month. Human rights 
organizations such as B’Tselem 
and Physicians for Human 
Rights–Israel have also docu-
mented the collapse of Gaza’s 
health system and the widespread 
suffering caused by the blockade 
and military operations.

Leaked Israeli intelligence data 
published by The Guardian reveal 
that an overwhelming 83 percent 
of Palestinians killed since 2023 
were civilians—a casualty ratio 
seldom seen outside of genocidal 
conflicts like Rwanda. Mean-
while, a UN-backed food secu-
rity classification declared a fam-
ine in Gaza, with half a million 
people facing catastrophic star-
vation. Thousands have already 
died from hunger, including hun-
dreds of children.

While Israel’s military justifies 
the aggression as a response to 
Hamas’ operation on October 7, 
2023, the disproportionate collec-
tive punishment of Gaza’s popu-
lation contravenes international 
law and basic human rights. Fam-
ilies of captives have pleaded for 
a halt to the onslaught, fearing 
that continued bombing will kill 
their loved ones, yet their voices 
have been ignored by the Israeli 
regime.

The broader regional conse-
quences are already manifesting. 
Egypt, a long-time mediator with 
a peace treaty with Israel, has 
escalated its rhetoric, with Presi-
dent Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi openly 
calling Israel “an enemy” for the 
first time since 1979. Yemen’s 
port city of Hudaydah was also 
bombed, signaling the widening 
instability fueled by Israel’s war.

The International Court of Jus-
tice has issued binding orders for 
Israel to cease genocidal acts and 
allow humanitarian aid into Gaza, 
but Tel Aviv has disregarded 
these rulings. The world watches 
as Gaza’s civilian population en-
dures relentless bombardment, 
starvation, and displacement, 
with international mechanisms 
failing to halt the crimes or hold 
perpetrators accountable.

The ongoing Israeli onslaught 
in Gaza City is part of a broader 
strategy that systematically tar-
gets Palestinian civilians, inflicts 
collective punishment, and seeks 
to erase the Palestinian presence 
in Gaza.  

Pakistan, Iran Agree to Boost Trade to $10 Billion 

TEHRAN — Iran and Pakistan have agreed to boost 
bilateral trade to $10 billion, Iran’s Minister of Roads 
and Urban Development Farzaneh Sadegh said Tuesday. 

Speaking at the 22nd session of the Iran-Pakistan Joint 
Economic Commission, which resumed after a three-year 
hiatus, Sadegh highlighted progress in cultural, indus-
trial, commercial, transportation, scientific, and tourism 
sectors. Current trade agreements stand at $3.1 billion, 
with new deals expected to pave the way for reaching the 
$10 billion target, she added.  
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Spain Summons Israeli Envoy Over ‘Unacceptable Words’ 

MADRID (Dispatches) -- Spain’s Foreign Ministry 
summoned Israel’s chargé d’affaires on Tuesday after Is-
raeli foreign minister Gideon Saar accused the country’s 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez of being an “antisemite.”

Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares said 
the Israeli envoy, Dana Erlich, was called in to protest 
“unacceptable words and positions” from his Israeli 
counterpart, sources told public broadcaster RTVE. It 
was the second time in less than a week that the Israeli 
envoy was summoned over remarks targeting the Spanish 
government.
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SANA’A (Dispatches) —  
Yemeni armed forces and Ansarul-
lah fighters fired missiles toward 
targets inside Israeli occupied 
territory on Tuesday, marking a 
significant retaliation following 
renewed Israeli airstrikes on the 
strategic Hudaydah port in Yemen.

Hebrew-language media re-
ported that missile warning si-
rens sounded across Tel Aviv, Al-
Quds, and southern settlements 
in the West Bank, highlighting 
growing tensions along the vola-
tile front. Israeli officials claimed 
to have intercepted the missiles, 
though Yemeni sources hailed the 
strikes as a robust response to on-
going Israeli aggression.

The missile attack comes hours 
after Israel’s military intensi-
fied its campaign against Yemen, 
striking multiple civilian targets 
in Hudaydah — Yemen’s crucial 
western port city. 

According to Al-Masirah TV, at 
least 12 strikes hit the port’s dock 
facilities, severely damaging civil-
ian infrastructure essential for the 
delivery of food and medical aid.

Israeli military spokesman Avi-
chay Adraee issued an urgent 
evacuation warning to civilians, 
stating, “Anyone remaining in 
the area is putting their lives in 
danger.”

In response, Yemen’s military 
spokesman Yahya Saree posted 
on social media that Yemeni air 
defenses had caused “significant 
confusion for enemy aircraft,” 
forcing some Israeli jets to abort 
their missions.

Yemeni forces have actively 
launched missile and drone at-
tacks against Israel in solidar-
ity with Hamas. Their operations 
have targeted Israeli ports and 
shipping lanes in the Red Sea, 
crucial maritime routes linked to 
the Suez Canal, aiming to pres-
sure Israel and its allies amid the 
ongoing war on Gaza.

Israel has escalated its attacks 
on Yemen in recent months, in-
cluding assassinating the Sana’a-
based prime minister and cabinet 
members in airstrikes last month, 
as well as bombing Sanaa’s me-
dia facilities last week. Those 
strikes reportedly martyred at 
least 46 people, according to Ye-
meni sources.

The latest Yemeni missile 
launch signals continued resil-
ience by the Yemeni armed forces 
and Ansarullah, underscoring 
their commitment to retaliate 
against Israel’s “brutal and un-
justified aggression” on Yemeni 
civilian infrastructure and sover-
eign territory.  

TEHRAN – Iran on Tuesday 
released its “observations and 
reservations” regarding the final 
statement from the extraordinary 
Arab–Islamic summit held in Doha 
a day prior, rejecting the “two-
state” solution and ruling out any 
prospect of recognizing Israel.

“Iran stresses that the so-called 
two-state solution will not re-
solve the Palestinian issue,” the 
statement said, adding that “the 
only genuine and sustainable so-
lution is the creation of a single 
democratic state, established 
through a referendum with the 
participation of all Palestinians, 
both inside and outside the occu-
pied territories, representing the 
entire Palestinian people.”

“On this basis, we dissociate 
ourselves from any references to 
this concept and similar notions 
(including East al-Quds, the 1967 
borders, etc.) contained in the 
communiqué. As for the recogni-
tion of the Israeli regime, Iran re-
iterates that joining the consensus 
on this communiqué should in no 
way, either explicitly or implicit-
ly, be construed as recognition of 
the Israeli regime,” the statement 
added.

Tehran also stressed that “the 
policies and actions of the U.S. 
have, in practice, perpetuated and 

supported the acts of aggression 
of the Israeli regime against the 
Palestinian people,” adding that 
Washington “cannot be regarded 
as a credible or impartial party in 
advancing a just and sustainable 
peace in this conflict.”

Arab and Islamic nations gath-
ered in the Qatari capital on Mon-
day to address Israel’s deadly at-
tacks in Doha last week, which 
targeted Hamas leaders who had 
gathered to review a U.S. cease-
fire proposal for Gaza.

In their final statement, sum-
mit participants called “upon all 
states to take all possible legal 
and effective measures to prevent 
Israel from continuing its actions 
against the Palestinian people”. 
They added that all countries 
should review “diplomatic and 
economic relations” with Israel.

Separately, Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian said major 
Muslim nations, particularly Sau-
di Arabia, bear a “very heavy re-
sponsibility” in the current situa-
tion, urging unity among Islamic 
countries as the key to preventing 
further Israeli aggression.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the emergency Arab–Islamic 
summit, Pezeshkian told Saudi 
Crown Prince Muhammad bin
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