
BEIRUT (Dispatches) -- The 
United States is intensifying pres-
sure on Lebanon to force a cabi-
net decision to disarm Hezbollah 
before any meaningful negotia-
tions can occur regarding Israel’s 
ongoing attacks and occupation of 
southern Lebanon, according to 
multiple sources speaking to Re-
uters.

This demand comes amidst an 
entrenched cycle of violence and 
occupation that Washington and 
Tel Aviv have perpetuated for 

years, masking broader geopo-
litical aims behind the rhetoric of 
peace and stability.

“Without a public commit-
ment from Lebanese ministers, 
the U.S. will no longer dispatch 
envoy Thomas Barrack to Beirut 
for negotiations with Lebanese 
officials, or pressure Israel either 
to stop airstrikes or pull its troops 
from south Lebanon,” said sourc-
es familiar with the situation, 
including Lebanese officials and 
diplomats. 

This ultimatum reveals a one-
sided approach in which Leba-
non is expected to disarm before 
Israel even considers ending its 
illegal military actions or with-
drawing from Lebanese territory 
it continues to occupy.

Lebanon has long been caught 
in the crosshairs of U.S. and Is-
raeli efforts to weaken Hezbollah, 
a group that emerged as a resis-
tance movement after decades of 
Israeli invasions and occupations. 

Washington’s so-called “road-

map” demands full disarmament 
of Hezbollah, sweeping political 
reforms in Beirut, and improved 
ties with Syria — all in exchange 
for Israel’s withdrawal from the 
territories it occupied during the 
ceasefire. This roadmap conve-
niently overlooks Israel’s ongo-
ing military presence and strikes, 
placing the burden entirely on 
Lebanon and its resistance forces.

An earlier Reuters report re-
vealed that envoy Tom Barrack 
told Lebanon it has until Novem-
ber, or at the latest the end of the 
year, to disarm Hezbollah. 

Lebanon’s official response was 
unequivocal: Israel must with-
draw and halt its attacks first. 
This stance reflects Lebanon’s 
precarious position, facing pres-
sure from the U.S. to capitulate, 
while grappling with an occupy-
ing force that repeatedly violates 
its sovereignty.

According to Reuters’ sources, 
Nabih Berri — Lebanese parlia-
ment speaker and head of Hez-
bollah’s ally, the Amal Movement 
— requested that the U.S. ensure 
Israel halt its strikes as a pre-
requisite to fully implement the 
ceasefire agreed upon last year. 
The sources also claimed that Is-
rael rejected Berri’s proposal late 
last week, prompting Washington 
to double down on demands for a 
Lebanese cabinet vote to disarm 
Hezbollah.
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President Pezeshkian to Visit Pakistani Saturday
TEHRAN -- President Masoud Pezeshkian will visit 

Pakistan this Saturday at the official invitation of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, his political advisor Mehdi 
Sanaei announced here Wednesday. 

During the trip to Islamabad, President Pezeshkian is 
expected to hold official meetings and engage with cul-
tural and business leaders. The visit aims to strengthen 
ties between the two nations, which include political, 
economic, religious, and cultural cooperation. Key goals 
include enhancing provincial and border collaboration 
and boosting bilateral trade beyond the current $3 billion 
level, Sanaei added.
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Ghalibaf Blasts IAEA for Failing to Condemn Strikes on Iran  
GENEVA (Dispatches) -- Iran’s Parliament Speaker 

Muhammad Bagher Ghalibaf condemned the internation-
al community’s failure to hold Israel accountable, warn-
ing it has emboldened the regime to escalate its crimes, 
posing a serious threat to global peace.

Speaking at the Sixth World Conference of Speak-
ers of Parliament here Wednesday, Ghalibaf said Israel 
launched a U.S.-backed attack against Iran in June, kill-
ing about 1,100 Iranians. He said the strikes targeted 
Iran’s peaceful nuclear facilities, which were under regu-
lar International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) monitor-
ing.

(Continued on Page 7)
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PARIS (Dispatches) -- French 
lawyers have submitted a formal 
request to the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) demanding an 
investigation into senior French 
officials, including President Em-
manuel Macron, for their complic-
ity in war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, and genocide committed 
by Israeli forces against Palestin-
ians in Gaza and the West Bank. 

This bold move exposes a stark 
contradiction: while Macron 
and other Western leaders have 
recently voiced criticism of Is-
rael’s military actions, behind 
the scenes their governments 
continue to provide unwavering 
political, military, and economic 
support to Tel Aviv, effectively 
enabling ongoing atrocities.

In a detailed 56-page commu-
nication revealed by the inves-
tigative outlet Blast, 114 French 
lawyers accuse Macron, Prime 
Minister Francois Bayrou, For-
eign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot, 
Defense Minister Sebastien Le-
cornu, and 19 members of the 
National Assembly’s European 
Affairs Committee of facilitating 
Israel’s criminal conduct. 

The complaint alleges that these 
officials, despite public condem-
nation, have actively supported 
Israel’s occupation and violent 
campaigns against Palestinians, 
violating international law and 
their own commitments under the 
Rome Statute.

The ICC communication high-
lights how the French govern-
ment’s continued arms deliveries 
and diplomatic backing em-
bolden Israel’s forces to persist 
in what many now describe as a 
genocidal assault on Gaza. 

The lawyers note that French 
officials’ support is not passive 
or incidental; rather, it “has had a 
substantial effect on the commis-
sion of the crimes in question.” 
By supplying weapons, political 
cover, and economic cooperation, 
France is implicated as an accom-
plice aiding and abetting Israel’s 
deadly actions.

This charge is underscored by 
evidence that French authorities 
have full knowledge of the con-
sequences of their conduct, satis-
fying the legal standard of mens 
rea—guilty intent or reckless-
ness—required for complicity. 

The complaint details how Is-
raeli leaders’ public threats and 
incitements to violence against 
Palestinians have been met not 
with decisive sanctions or with-
drawal of support, but with si-
lence, rationalizations, or even 
endorsements by French officials.

For example, Prime Minister 
Bayrou’s statement in May de-
fending Israel’s bombing cam-
paign in Gaza as a justified re-
sponse to the October 7 attacks 

effectively endorses the harsh 
tactics and civilian toll inflicted 
by the Israeli military. This “ex-
plicit support,” according to the 
lawyers, signals a troubling align-
ment with Israel’s narrative and 
military objectives, despite wide-
spread international condemna-
tion.

Furthermore, the lawyers ac-
cuse France of violating the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT), which it rati-
fied in 2013 and which prohibits 
exporting weapons to countries 
where they might be used to com-
mit war crimes. 

Reports reveal that since Oc-
tober 2023, France has continu-
ously delivered millions of dol-
lars worth of bombs, grenades, 
missiles, and military equipment 
to Israel—contradicting French 
claims of neutrality or concern 
for Palestinian suffering.

Behind the façade of diplomat-
ic statements critical of Israel, 
French officials appear to pri-
oritize geopolitical alliances and 
strategic interests over human 
rights and international law. This 
duplicity not only undermines 
France’s credibility on the global 
stage but also perpetuates the cy-
cle of violence and dispossession 
faced by Palestinians.

The complaint further exposes 
the role of powerful lobbying 
groups such as ELNET, which 
have allegedly influenced French 
lawmakers through fully funded 
trips and perks, shaping policies 
favorable to Israel. This net-
work’s impact raises troubling 
questions about transparency 
and the true motivations behind 
France’s unwavering support for 
an occupying power committing 
egregious crimes.

The lawyers warn that account-
ability must extend beyond the 
direct perpetrators to those who 
enable and facilitate these crimes 
through political and material 
support. They stress that justice 
for Palestinian victims requires 
investigating French officials’ 
actions as complicity, as these ac-
tions allow Israel’s crimes to con-
tinue “on such a serious, wide-
spread and prolonged basis.”

This call for accountability 
comes as the humanitarian toll 
in Gaza spirals. Since the con-
flict escalated in October 2023, 
over 60,000 Palestinians—pre-
dominantly civilians—have been 
killed, according to Gaza’s health 
ministry. A brutal Israeli siege 
has compounded the devasta-
tion, triggering famine and short-
ages of essential supplies, leading 
many human rights organizations 
and countries including Ireland 
and Spain to characterize the war 
as genocide.

Yet, despite this catastrophic situation,
(Continued on Page 7)

CHIBA, Japan (AFP) – One of 
the strongest earthquakes ever 
recorded struck Russia’s sparsely 
populated Far East on Wednes-
day, causing tsunamis up to four 
meters (12 feet) high across the 
Pacific and sparking evacuations 
from Hawaii to Japan.

The magnitude 8.8 quake struck 
off Petropavlovsk on Russia’s 
Kamchatka peninsula and was the 
largest since 2011 when one of 
magnitude 9.1 off Japan caused 
a tsunami that killed more than 
15,000 people.

Almost two million people in 
Japan were told to head to high-
er ground and tsunami warn-
ings were issued across the re-
gion, before being rescinded or 
downgraded -- though scientists 
warned of the danger of powerful 
aftershocks.

While the immediate area 
around the quake seemed to have 
been spared, people on the other 
side of the Pacific were gearing 
up for the impact of a tsunami ex-
pected to hit overnight.

Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands off 
the west coast of South America 
closed visitor sites and schools, 
ushering tourists to dry land as a 
precaution.

“The boats haven’t gone out to 
fish,” said a fisherwoman in Puer-
to Ayora on the islands who did 
not want to be named.

“We’ve been warned through 
the loudspeakers that it’s best not 
to approach the coastline.”

In Russia’s far east, a tsunami 
flooded the port town of Severo-
Kurilsk, crashing through the 
port area and submerging the lo-
cal fishing plant, officials said. 
Russian state television footage 
showed it sweep buildings and 
debris into the sea.

Authorities said the population 
of around 2,000 people had been 
evacuated.

The waves reached as far as the 
town’s World War II monument 
about 400 meters from the shore-
line, said Mayor Alexander Ovsy-
annikov.

Several people were injured in 
Russia by the quake, state media 
reported, but none seriously.

“The walls were shaking,” a Ka-
mchatka resident told state media 
Zvezda.

“It’s good that we packed a 
suitcase, there was one with wa-
ter and clothes near the door. We 
quickly grabbed it and ran out... It 
was very scary,” she said.

Later Wednesday, the authori-
ties in the Kamchatka peninsula 
announced the tsunami warning 
had been lifted.

Officials from countries with 
a Pacific coastline in North and 
South America -- including the 
United States, Mexico, Ecuador 
and Colombia -- issued warnings 
to avoid threatened beaches and 
low-lying areas.

In Japan, nearly two million 
people were advised to evacuate, 
and many left by car or on foot to 
higher ground.

One woman was killed as she 
drove her car off a cliff as she 
tried to escape, local media re-
ported.

A 1.3-metre high tsunami 
reached a port in the northern pre-
fecture of Iwate, Japan’s weather 
agency said.

By Wednesday evening, the 
agency had downgraded its tsu-
nami alerts -- issued for much of 
the archipelago -- to advisories.

In Hawaii, governor Josh Green 
said flights in and out of the is-
land of Maui had been cancelled 
as a precaution.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center later downgraded the alert 
for Hawaii to an advisory and lo-

cal authorities cancelled a coastal 
evacuation order.

Earlier, tsunami sirens blared 
near Hawaii’s popular Waikiki 
surf beach where an AFP pho-
tographer saw gridlocked traffic 
as Hawaiians escaped to higher 
ground.

“STAY STRONG AND STAY 
SAFE!” U.S. President Donald 
Trump said on social media.

Wednesday’s quake was the 
strongest in the Kamchatka re-
gion since 1952, the regional 
seismic monitoring service said, 
warning of aftershocks of up to 
7.5 magnitude.

The USGS said the quake was 
one of the 10 strongest tremors 
ever recorded.

The quake was followed by at 
least six aftershocks that further 
rattled the Russian far east, in-
cluding one of 6.9 magnitude.

The U.S. Tsunami Warning 
Centers said waves exceeding 
three meters above the tide level 
were possible along some coasts 
of Ecuador, northwestern Hawai-
ian islands and Russia.

Between one- and three-meter 
waves were possible along some 
coasts of Chile, Costa Rica, French
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Clouds gather over the northern city of Ehden, Lebanon.


