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Europe Issues Red Heat Warnings
Amid Scorching Temperatures

The Seferihisar district of Izmir has been evacuated as
wildfires threaten homes.

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Forest
fires fanned by high winds and hot,
dry weather damaged some holi-
day homes in Turkey as a lingering
heat wave that has cooked much
of Europe led authorities to raise
warnings and tourists to find ways
to beat the heat on Monday.

A heat dome hovered over an arc
from France, Portugal and Spain to
Turkey, while data from European
forecasters suggested other countries
were set to broil further in coming
days. New highs are expected on
Wednesday before rain is forecast to
bring respite to some areas later this
week.

“Extreme heat is no longer a rare

event — it has become the new nor-
mal,” tweeted U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres from Seville,
Spain, where temperatures were ex-
pected to hit 42 Celsius (nearly 108
Fahrenheit) on Monday afternoon.

Reiterating his frequent calls for ac-
tion to fight climate change, Guterres
added: “The planet is getting hotter
& more dangerous — no country is
immune.”

In France, which was almost en-
tirely sweltering in the heatwave on
Monday and where air conditioning
remains relatively rare, local and
national authorities were taking ex-
tra effort to care for homeless and
elderly people and people working

outside.

Authorities in Portugal issued a red
heat warning for seven of 18 districts
as temperatures were forecast to hit
43 degrees Celsius, a day after log-
ging a record June temperature of
46.6 degrees C. Almost all inland ar-
eas were at high risk of wildfires.

In Turkey, forest fires fanned by
strong winds damaged some holiday
homes in Izmir’s Doganbey region
and forced the temporary closure of
the airport in Izmir, the state-run An-
adolu Agency reported. Authorities
evacuated four villages as a precau-
tion, the Forestry Ministry said.

In Italy, the Health Ministry put 21
cities under its level three “red” alert,
which indicates “emergency condi-
tions with possible negative effects”
on healthy, active people as well
as at-risk old people, children and
chronically ill people.

Regional governments in north-
western Liguria and southern Sicily
in Italy put restrictions on outdoor
work, such as construction and agri-
cultural labor, during the peak heat
hours.

In southern Germany, tempera-
tures of up to 35 degrees Celsius (95
Fahrenheit) were expected on Mon-
day, and they were forecast to creep
higher until midweek — going as high
as 39 degrees (102F) on Wednesday.

Some German towns and regions
imposed limits on how much water
can be taken from rivers and lakes.

Serbian Police Make New Arrests "

After Massive Protest

Riot police bloc anti-government protesters at the end of a rally for an
early election in Belgrade, Serbia on June 28, 2025.

BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) —
Serbian police removed street
blockades in the capital Belgrade
early Monday that were set up as
part of a protest over a spate of ar-
rests of anti-government protesters
after a massive rally demanding an
early parliamentary election.

Thousands of demonstrators placed
metal fences and garbage contain-
ers at various locations in Belgrade
and elsewhere throughout the coun-
try Sunday evening, including a key
bridge over the Sava River in the cap-
ital. Protesters say they plan to return
Monday.

Police said in a statement that a
number of people have been detained

—Ehwithout specifying how many.

Video posted on social media showed
police vehicles driving at high speed
through a blockade in one Belgrade
street and people fleeing in panic.

The blockades are part of persistent
dissent against the government of
populist President Aleksandar Vucic
that started after a train station can-
opy crashed in the country’s north,
killing 16 people.

Protesters have demanded justice
for the victims of the canopy collapse
in Novi Sad on Nov. 1, which many
in Serbia blame on corruption-fueled
negligence in state infrastructure
projects.

Tens of thousands of people gath-
ered Saturday at a student-led protest
in Belgrade to call for the snap vote

they hope will oust Vucic’s right-
wing government. Groups of protest-
ers clashed with police after the of-
ficial part of the rally ended. Dozens
were later detained.

Vucic has refused to call the elec-
tion, which is scheduled to be held
in 2027. University students and
professors are a key force behind
nearly eight months of almost daily
protests and Vucic has accused them
of “terror” and attempts to destroy the
country.

Nearly 50 officers and 22 protesters
were injured in clashes late Satur-
day. Riot police used batons, pepper
spray and shields to charge at dem-
onstrators who threw rocks and other
objects at police cordons. Nearly 40
people face criminal charges over the
clashes, police said.

Authorities also have detained at
least eight university students for
alleged acts against constitutional
order and security, accusing them of
planning attacks on state institutions.
Protesters have demanded their im-
mediate release.

Critics say Vucic has become in-
creasingly authoritarian since coming
to power over a decade ago, stifling
democratic freedoms while allowing
corruption and organized crime to
flourish, which he has denied.

Serbia is formally seeking entry to
the European Union, but Vucic’s gov-
ernment has nourished relations with
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Over One-Third of Sinking Tuvalu
Seek Australian Visas

SYDNEY (Reuters) - More than
one-third of the people in the tiny
Pacific nation of Tuvalu, which sci-
entists predict will be submerged
by rising seas, have applied for a
landmark climate visa to migrate
to Australia, according to official
figures.

Tuvalu’s ambassador to the United
Nations, Tapugao Falefou, told Re-
uters on Sunday he was “startled by
the huge number of people vying
for this opportunity”, and the small
community was interested to learn
who the first lot of climate migrants
would be.

Tuvalu, one of the countries at
greatest risk from climate change,
which experts say is boosting sea
levels, has a population of 11,000
on its nine atolls scattered across the

Pacific between Australia and Ha-
waii.

Since applications for Australia’s
visa lottery opened this month, 1,124
people have registered, with family
members bringing the total seeking
the visa to 4,052 under the bilateral
climate and security treaty.

Applications close on July 18, with
an annual cap of 280 visas designed
to ensure migration to Australia does
not cause brain drain from Tuvalu,
officials said when the treaty was
announced in 2023.

The visa will allow Tuvalu resi-
dents to live, work and study in Aus-
tralia, accessing health benefits and
education on the same basis as Aus-
tralian citizens.

“Moving to Australia under the
Falepili Union treaty will in some

way provide additional remittance to
families staying back,” Falefou said.

By 2050, NASA scientists project
daily tides will submerge half the
main atoll of Funafuti, home to 60%
of Tuvalu’s residents, where villag-
ers cling to a strip of land as narrow
as 20 metres (65 feet). That forecast
assumes a 1-metre rise in sea levels,
while the worst case, double that,
would put 90% of Funafuti under
water.

Tuvalu, whose mean elevation is
just 2 metres (6 feet 7 inches), has
experienced a sea-level rise of 15
cm (6 inches) over the past three de-
cades, one and a half times the glob-
al average. It has built 7 hectares (17
acres) of artificial land, and is plan-
ning more, which it hopes will stay
above the tides until 2100.
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Zelensky Calls for Help From U.S., Europe

Russian Forces Take First Village
in Ukraine’s Dnipropetrovsk

Russia spent the winter months building its manpower and resources
and is using them to break into new ground in Ukraine.

MOSCOW (Reuters) -- Russian
forces have taken control of the first
village in the east-central Ukrainian
region of Dnipropetrovsk, Russian
state media and war bloggers said on
Monday, after Russia took 950 square
kms of territory in two months.

There was no immediate confirma-
tion from Ukrainian sources or from the
Russian Defense Ministry.

As Moscow and Kyiv talk of possible
peace, the war has intensified with Rus-
sian forces carving out a 200 square ki-
lometer (77.22 square miles) chunk of
Ukraine’s Sumy region and entering the
Dnipropetrovsk region last month.

The authoritative Ukrainian Deep
State map shows that Russia now con-
trols 113,588 square kms of Ukrainian
territory, up 943 square km over the two
months to June 28.

Russia’s state RIA news agency quoted
a pro-Russian official, Vladimir Rogov,
as saying that Russian forces had taken
control of the village of Dachnoye just
inside the Dnipropetrovsk region.

Russia has said it is willing to make
peace but that Ukraine must withdraw
from the entirety of four regions which
Russia mostly controls and which Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin says are now legal-
ly part of Russia.

Ukraine and its European backers say

those terms are tantamount to capitula-
tion and that Russia is not interested in
peace and that they will never accept
Russian control of a fifth of Ukraine.

The areas under Russian control in-
clude Crimea, more than 99% of the Lu-
hansk region, over 70% of the Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions, all
in the east or southeast, and fragments
of the Kharkiv, Sumy and Dnipropetro-
vsk regions.

German Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephul arrived in Kyiv to discuss
support for Ukraine in its war with Rus-
sia, the foreign ministry said on Mon-
day.

“We will continue to stand firmly by
Ukraine’s side so that it can continue to
defend itself successfully - with modern
air defense and other weapons, with hu-
manitarian and economic aid,” Wadeph-
ul said in a statement.

President Volodymyr Zelensky called
for help from Washington and Western
allies to bolster Ukraine’s air defenses
after a Russian attack on Sunday that
involved hundreds of drones, cruise and
ballistic missiles.

Germany is Ukraine’s second-biggest
military backer after the United States,
whose commitment to Kyiv has been
called into question, putting pressure on
Europe to step up.

Communist Scores Surprise

Candidate Jeannette Jara, of the Communist party, embraces
supporters in Santiago, Chile on June 29, 2025.

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Chilean
Communist Jeannette Jara, the country’s
former labor minister, won the primary
election for left-wing parties Sunday with
surprising ease, beating out a more mod-
erate rival to clinch over 60% of the vote.

The decisive upset makes Jara, 51, the
candidate representing Chile’s beleaguered
incumbent government in November elec-
tions, set to face off against center-right and
far-right contenders who have surged in the
polls.

Because of term limits, the current leftist
president, Gabriel Boric, 39, cannot run for
a second consecutive term.

Jara, a lawyer and member of Chile’s
Communist Party who was Boric’s labor
minister before resigning to run for presi-
dent, secured 60.5% of the vote. The runner-
up who had been considered a favorite —
former Interior Minister Carolina Toha from
the traditional Democratic Socialist party
— took 27.7%.

After Boric’s 2022 election, voting was
made compulsory, adding unpredictability
to this year’s race.

Preliminary turnout figures from electoral
authorities showed that turnout was much
lower than expected, with just 1.4 million
people casting ballots. Chile has some 15.4
million eligible voters.

Although Jara’s landslide win represents
the rise of hard-liners within Boric’s coali-

tion, analysts have described Jara as less
dogmatic and more diplomatic than some of
her Communist peers. As labor minister, she
earned praise for a program that increased
minimum wage and reduced the working
week to 40 hours.

She has earned comparisons to Michelle
Bachelet, Chile’s former center-left presi-
dent and an icon of female empowerment
who governed 2006 to 2010 and again from
2014 to 2018.

Paying tribute to Bachelet in her vic-
tory speech, she said: “She was the one who
showed us the path that nothing is impossible.”

But Jara faces a tough climb to the top
job. Recent opinion polls show the left-
wing government declining in popularity at
a moment of sluggish economic growth and
rising fears over organized crime and migra-
tion in what has long been regarded as one
of the region’s most stable and prosperous
democracies.

Those hot-button issues have helped mo-
bilize support for Chile’s right-wing candi-
dates, particularly ultraconservative lawyer
and former lawmaker Jose Antonio Kast, and
set the stage for a deeply polarized election.

Another favorite on the right is Evelyn
Matthei, a former minister of labor whose
business friendly policy proposals have
charmed investors.

Chileans will go to the polls Nov. 16 to
elect a president for the 2026-2030 term.
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MANILA (Reuters) -- Military leaders are
working to enforce a “one-theatre” concept in
both the East and South China seas, the Philip-
pines’ defense minister said on Monday, adding
that the Southeast Asian country faces threats
in disputed waters that are similar to Japan’s.
Japan and China have repeatedly faced off over

inhabited Japanese-administered islands in
the East China Sea that Tokyo calls the Sen-
kaku and Beijing calls the Diaoyu. The Phil-
ippines and China, meanwhile, have clashed
frequently in the South China Sea around dis-
puted shoals and atolls that fall inside Manila’s
exclusive economic zone. Japan’s Joint Opera-
tions Command is operationalizing the single-
theatre concept, and the “Squad” grouping that
includes the defense ministers of Australia, Ja-
pan, the Philippines and the United States will
establish a coordinating centre in December to
enforce it, Gilberto Teodoro, the Philippines’
Secretary of National Defense, said.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- Republican U.S.
Senator Markwayne Mullin said on Sunday he
believes babies born in the United States to im-
migrants living in the country illegally should be
deported alongside their parents if the adults are
removed. Mullin’s comments on NBC's “Meet
the Press” came in response to questions about
a U.S. Supreme Court decision on Friday that
paved the way for President Donald Trump’s ex-
ecutive order restricting birthright citizenship to
go into effect soon in some states. NBC's Kristen
Welker asked Mullin what should happen to ba-
bies born in the United States whose parents are
deported, given that the children are U.S. citizens
under current law. “Well, they should go where
their parents are,” said Mullin, of Oklahoma.
“Why wouldn't you send a child with their par-
ents? I mean, why would you want to separate
them?”
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NEW DELHI (Reuters) - India’s agricul-
ture and dairy are “big red lines” in its ongo-
ing trade negotiations with the United States,
Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
told the Financial Express newspaper in an
interview published on Monday. India and the
U.S. are negotiating a trade deal ahead of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s July 9 deadline to impose
reciprocal tariffs. In the trade talks, the U.S. is
pushing for greater access to agricultural goods
and ethanol, citing a significant trade imbal-
ance, along with expanded market access for
dairy, alcoholic beverages, automobiles, phar-
maceuticals and medical devices. Meanwhile,
India’s auto, pharmaceutical, and small-scale
firms are lobbying for a gradual opening of the
protected sectors, fearing competition from U.S.
firms.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- A gunman am-
bushed and shot dead two firefighters respond-
ing to a forest fire in northern Idaho on Sun-
day, wounding one other during an hours-long
incident before the suspect was found dead, the
Kootenai County Sheriff s Office said. Law en-
forcement officers and firefighters took sniper
fire during the incident at Canfield Mountain,
a nature zone popular with hikers near Coeur
d’Alene, about 260 miles (420 km) east of Se-
attle, Sheriff Bob Norris said. Gun ownership is
widespread in the U.S., where the Constitution
protects the rights of Americans to “keep and
bear arms.” Deaths related to gun violence are
common - 17,927 people were murdered with a
gun in 2023 in the U.S., according to the most re-
cent available data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
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NEW DELHI (AP) — An explosion and fire
at a pharmaceutical factory in India’s southern
state of Telangana killed at least eight people and
injured several others, authorities said Monday.
The fire department recovered the charred bod-
ies of six workers in an industrial area about
50 kilometers (31 miles) from the state capital
Hyderabad (31 miles), the state’s fire services
director G.V. Narayana Rao told The Associated
Press. Two other workers succumbed to burns
and were pronounced dead at a hospital, Rao
said, adding that debris of the gutted pharma-
ceutical unit of Sigachi Industries was being
removed to find out if any more workers were
trapped. India is home to some of the world’s
top pharmaceutical companies. Industrial acci-
dents, particularly involving chemical reactors,
aren’t uncommon in such factories, underlining
the need for authorities to implement stringent
safety protocols and regulatory oversight in a
sector critical to public health.
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DHARAMSHALA, India (Reuters) -- The Dalai
Lama will address a major three-day gathering
of Buddhist religious figures this week ahead of
his 90th birthday, as his followers wait for the
Tibetan spiritual leader to share details about
his succession in a move that could irk China.
Beijing views the Dalai Lama, who fled Tibet in
1959 afier a failed uprising against Chinese rule,
as a separatist and says it will choose his succes-
sor. The Dalai Lama has said his successor will
be born outside China and urged his followers
fo reject anyone chosen by Beijing. Tibetan Bud-
dhists hold that enlightened monks are reborn to
carry forward their spiritual legacy. The 14th
Dalai Lama will turn 90 on Sunday and has said
he would consult senior monks and others at this
time to share possible clues on where his succes-
sor, a boy or a girl, could be found following his
death.




