
ROME (Dispatches) -- Talks 
between Iran and the U.S. will 
move to the “expert level” next 
week, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi said, following 
the second round of indirect ne-
gotiations with President Don-
ald Trump’s chief negotiator 
Steve Witkoff here on Saturday.

Araghchi indicated that 
talks are continuing, saying 

that negotiations will move 
to the next phase with techni-
cal talks held at the “expert 
level” on Wednesday. Aragh-
chi added that he and Witkoff 
would conduct a third round 
of indirect negotiations next 
Saturday after the start of this 
week’s technical discussions.

According to Araghchi, the 
two officials spoke indirectly 

— with representatives from 
Oman serving as a go-between 
— for roughly four hours on 
Saturday, almost double the 
length of last week’s session. 
At the end of last week’s ses-
sion, Witkoff and Araghchi 
briefly spoke directly, both 
sides said.

Speaking to Iranian national 
television, Araghchi said that 

“negotiations are moving for-
ward,” and added that the two 
officials were able to reach a 
“better understanding about a 
series of principles and goals.”

“Iran will continue as far as 
talks go on in a constructive 
and purposeful way,” he add-
ed.

Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei 
said the indirect talks were 
held at the residence of the 
Omani ambassador in Rome 
and in two separate halls.

He added that Iran partici-
pated in the sanctions-removal 
talks “with complete serious-
ness and readiness” and will 
continue its cooperation as 
long as the talks proceed in a 
constructive way.

“Iran’s nuclear program is 
completely peaceful, and Iran 
is ready to dispel any doubts in 
this regard,” Baghaei asserted.

Iran’s “fixed and principled” 
stance during the talks with the 
U.S., he said, is the removal of 
the “unlawful” sanctions in a 
reliable manner with all the 
necessary guarantees.

(Continued on Page 7)

Iranian Envoy: Calls for Hezbollah Disarmament a Plot 

BEIRUT (Dispatches) -- Iranian Ambassador to Leba-
non Mojtaba Amani said Saturday calls for the disarma-
ment of Hezbollah are a clear plot, while maintaining de-
terrence power is a major element in defending countries’ 
sovereignty and independence.

“While the U.S. provides the Zionist regime with the 
latest weapons and missiles, it prevents countries from 
strengthening and arming their militaries and, under var-
ious pretexts, pressures them to reduce or destroy their 
arsenals,” Amani wrote on X. 
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Report: Zionist Leaders Fly to Paris to Influence Iran Talks

TEL AVIV (Dispatches) -- Israeli minister of strategic 
Affairs Ron Dermer and Mossad chief David Barnea 
traveled to Paris for a meeting with U.S. envoy Steve Wit-
koff to influence Washington’s nuclear talks with Iran, a 
report said. 

Dermer “secretly flew to Paris to meet with U.S. envoy 
Steve Witkoff for talks on the Iranian nuclear issue,” three 
Israeli sources told Hebrew outlet Walla. “Israel wants to 
clarify its positions and try to influence the American po-
sition in the talks,” the Walla report added.
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SANAA (Dispatches) --  
Yemen’s military said Satur-
day it shot down another U.S.-
made MQ-9 drone over Sanaa 
province.

“The drone was shot down, 
using a locally manufactured 
surface-to-air missile,” mili-
tary spokesperson Yahya Sar-
ea said in a statement aired by 
Al-Masirah TV.

“This is the second drone our 
air defenses had successfully 
shot down in 24 hours ... and 
the 21st we had downed since 
November 2023,” he said.

According to Al-Masirah 
TV, a video footage of the 
drone would be broadcast lat-
er in the day.

Sarea affirmed Yemen’s 
support for the Palestinians, 
saying its operations will con-
tinue “until the Israeli aggres-
sion on Gaza stops and the 
siege on it is lifted.”

On Friday, Sarea said Yemeni 
forces shot down a U.S. MQ-9 
drone, the 20th it had downed 
since November 2023.

The U.S. side has not com-
mented on the claims yet.

The United States resumed 
airstrikes on Yemen on March 
15, after the country’s armed 
forces announced plans to re-
sume attacks on Israeli targets, 
citing the Zionist regime’s 
blockade of humanitarian aid 
to Gaza as the reason.

Earlier on Saturday, the U.S. 
army launched 29 fresh air-
strikes on northern Yemen, 
while Muhammad Ali al-
Houthi, head of the Ansarul-
lah Revolutionary Commit-
tee, vowed to retaliate.  

On Thursday, Ansaral-
lah leader Abdul-Malik al-
Houthi said U.S. forces have 
carried out 900 airstrikes 
against Yemen since resum-
ing Washington’s illegal war 
in mid-March, while the Ye-
meni Armed Forces (YAF) 
have launched 78 missile and 
drone attacks against Israel 
and a U.S. aircraft carrier in 
the Red Sea during the same 
period.

“The military operations 

carried out by his forces 
against U.S. forces in the Red 
Sea and around the aircraft 
carrier Truman have achieved 
qualitative results and have 
disrupted U.S. movements in 
the region,” Houthi said.

He added that the U.S. has 
been forced to rely more 
heavily on a military base in 
the Indian Ocean, 4,000 kilo-
meters from the combat zone.

Houthi said 33 of the opera-
tions specifically targeted the 
Truman and its escort ships, 
using 122 ballistic and cruise 
missiles and drones.  

The Ansarallah leader af-
firmed that attacks on Israeli 
sites, including Jaffa and Ash-
kelon, would continue. He de-
scribed the YAF’s campaign 
as a legitimate response to Is-
raeli actions in Gaza and U.S. 
complicity in the “starvation 
of the Palestinian people.”

Pentagon officials acknowl-
edge that while some of the 
Yemeni leadership and mili-
tary sites have been targeted, 
Yemen retains significant 
weapons stockpiles and forti-
fied bunkers.

The U.S. military is becom-
ing “increasingly concerned” 
that it will soon need to re-
locate long-range precision 
munitions from the Asia-Pa-
cific region, due to the large 
amounts of weaponry Wash-
ington is burning through in 
its war on Yemen, accord-
ing to the New York Times 
(NYT).

Sources who spoke to CNN 
say it has cost nearly $1 bil-
lion in under three weeks. 

The onslaught has relied on 
expensive precision muni-
tions like Tomahawk mis-
siles, JASSMs, JSOWs, B-2 
bombers from the Diego Gar-
cia base, and additional air-
craft carriers and fighter jets. 
Despite this, the YAF con-
tinues to launch ballistic and 
cruise missiles and drones, 
while continuing to down 
U.S. MQ-9 advanced drones 
– each carrying a price tag of 
$30 million.

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza 
Strip (Dispatches) — Israeli 
strikes in Gaza have mar-
tyred more than 90 people in 
48 hours, Gaza’s Health Min-
istry said Saturday, as Zionist 
troops increase their attacks 
on the besieged territory.

Children and women were 
among the 15 people killed 
overnight, and some had 
been sheltering in a desig-
nated humanitarian zone, ac-
cording to hospital staff.

At least 11 people were 
killed in the southern city of 
Khan Younis, several of them 
in a tent in the Muwasi area 
where hundreds of thousands 
of displaced people are stay-
ing, hospital workers said. 
Israel has designated it as a 
humanitarian zone.

Mourners cradled and 
kissed the faces of the dead. 
A man stroked a child’s 
forehead with his finger be-
fore body bags were closed. 

“Omar is gone ... I wish it 
was me,” one brother cried 
out.

Four other people were 
killed in strikes in Rafah city, 
including a mother and her 
daughter, according to the 
European Hospital, where 
the bodies were taken.

The Zionist regime has 
vowed to intensify attacks 
across Gaza and occupy 
indefinitely large “secu-
rity zones” inside the small 
coastal strip of over 2 million 
people.

Prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu was expected to 
issue a statement Saturday 
night, according to his office. 
There were no immediate de-
tails.

Israel also has blockaded 
Gaza for the past six weeks, 
again barring the entry of 
food and other goods.

This week, aid groups 
raised the alarm, saying thou-

sands of children have be-
come malnourished and most 
people are barely eating one 
meal a day as stocks dwindle, 
according to the United Na-
tions.

On Friday, the head of the 
World Health Organization’s 
eastern Mediterranean office, 
Dr. Hanan Balkhy, urged the 
new U.S. ambassador in Is-
rael, Mike Huckabee, to push 
the occupying entity to lift 
Gaza’s blockade so medi-
cines and other aid can enter.

“I would wish for him to go 
in and see the situation first-
hand,” she said.

In his first appearance as 
ambassador on Friday, Huck-
abee visited the Western Wall, 
the holiest Jewish prayer site 
in the Old City of Al-Quds. 
He inserted a “prayer” into 
the wall, which he said was 
handwritten by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.  

The Israeli war on Gaza 

began in October 2023, kill-
ing over 51,000 Palestinians, 
mostly women and children, 
according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry.

The war has destroyed vast 
parts of Gaza and most of its 
food production capabilities. 
Around 90% of the popula-
tion is displaced, with hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
living in tent camps and 
bombed-out buildings.

Frustration has been grow-
ing on both sides after Is-
rael shattered a ceasefire last 
month, with continued week-
ly rallies in Israel pressing 
the Zionist regime  to reach a 
deal to bring all captives held 
in Gaza to Israeli settlements.

A growing campaign of re-
tired and reservist Israeli sol-
diers has called for an end to 
the war.

Netanyahu had previously 
threatened to dismiss soldiers
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FM Araghchi: Better Understanding Reached 

Talks Move to Technical Phase at Expert Level

Iranian delegates leave the Omani Embassy in Rome after closed-door indirect meeting 
with a U.S. delegation on April 29, 2025. 


