
TEHRAN -- Leader if the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei on Tuesday played down 
expectations of a breakthrough in 
indirect nuclear talks with the U.S., 
a second round of which will be held 
in Muscat on April 19. 

“We are neither overly opti-
mistic nor pessimistic regarding 
them. After all, it is a process 
which was decided and its first 
steps have been well implement-
ed,” Ayatollah Khamenei said in 
a meeting with officials. 

The Leader stressed that the 
nation’s affairs should not be de-
pendent on the talks. He warned 
against repeating the same mis-
take made in negotiations with 
the U.S. and the Europeans over 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) which Presi-
dent Donald Trump abandoned 
in 2018 and imposed extensive 
sanctions on Iran.  

The fervor shown by the ad-
ministration to reach the agree-
ment saw Iran’s progress tied to 

the outcome of the negotiations, 
which did not lead to any invest-
ment and development.

Ayatollah Khamenei stressed 
the importance of maintaining 
various sectors, including indus-
try, economy, construction, cul-
ture, and major national projects 
fully active, saying none of them 
have anything to do with the 
Oman talks.

The Leader said the next steps 
in talks should be taken with pre-
cision, keeping in mind that the 

red lines for both Iran and the 
opposing parties are clearly de-
fined.

Ayatollah Khamenei stated that 
while these talks may or may 
not yield results, Iran maintains 
a cautious stance. He expressed 
distrust toward the opposing par-
ties but affirmed confidence in 
the nation’s own capabilities.

The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution also address atrocities 
committed by the Zionist regime, 
condemning deliberate attacks 
on patients, journalists, ambu-
lances, hospitals, and innocent 
women and children in Gaza. 

These unprecedented crimes, 
he said, require extraordinary 
cruelty, which the occupying re-
gime possesses in full.

Ayatollah Khamenei called for 
a coordinated economic, politi-
cal, and if necessary, operational 
measures by the Islamic world. 

He said while divine justice 
will prevail against the oppres-
sors, governments and nations 
are not absolved from shoulder-
ing their heavy responsibilities.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Aya-
tollah Khamenei cited domestic 
investment in production as the 
most effective strategy to coun-
ter sanctions. 

(Continued on Page 7)

Saudi, Iranian FMs Hold Phone Talks 
TEHRAN -- The Iranian foreign minister has 

briefed his Saudi counterpart on the process of in-
direct negotiations between Iran and the U.S., held 
recently in Oman.

In a telephone conversation, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi and his Saudi counter-
part Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud talked about re-
gional and international developments as well as 
bilateral ties. The Saudi foreign minister expressed 
hope that the talks would produce the desired re-
sults for the broader region.
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Oil Smuggling Network in Khuzestan Dismantled 
TEHRAN – Security forces of the National Iranian 

South Oil Company (NISOC) on Tuesday dismantled a 
major crude oil smuggling network in the Marun oil field, 
located in southwestern Iran. 

They intercepted two tankers carrying 60,000 liters of 
stolen crude oil and arrested three individuals linked to 
the smuggling ring. Investigations revealed that the net-
work had been siphoning oil by drilling holes into the Ah-
vaz-Omidiyeh underground export pipelines. The smug-
glers were reportedly stealing and illegally transporting 
both crude oil and its derivatives.
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Today, Shawwal 17 is the anniversary of a very important event in the history of Islam and 
humanity. It teaches us that the plots of satanic elements, whether at present or whether in the 
future, will continue to fail, since God Almighty has guaranteed the triumph of the righteous, no 
matter what great armies, alliances and arms, the wayward could muster.
It is the day the crucial Battle of Khandaq or Ditch, also known as Battle of Ahzaab or Confederates 
since the Arabs and Israelites had ganged up together against Islam, ended on a victorious note 
for Prophet Muhammad (SAWA), as the Almighty Creator says in ayah 25 of Surah al-Ahzaab: 
“Allah sent back the faithless in their rage, without their attaining any advantage, and Allah 
spared the faithful of fighting, and Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.”     
Thus, the Almighty Creator sums up the defeat and retreat of a formidable 10,000 strong joint Arab-
Israelite force that had marched upon Medina to kill the Prophet with the help of the hypocrites 
amongst the Muslims and to obliterate Islam.
Following the failure of the first-ever armed encounter imposed upon the Prophet by the infidels 
of Mecca at Badr in 2 AH, the Arabs and the Israelites had been fuming with rage, and devised 
plans to uproot Islam.
Abu Sufyan, the archenemy of Islam held talks with the Arabicized Jew Ka’b al-Ashraf, and the 
two after showing reciprocal respect for each other’s creeds (paganism and Judaism), pledged to 
muster a force against the Seal of Messengers. God Almighty has pointed to this conspiracy in ayah 
53 of Surat-an-Nisa:
“Have you not regarded those who were given a share of the Book believing in the idol and the 
evil spirit, and saying of the pagans: These are better guided on the way than those who have 
faith (in Islam)”?
The sudden death of Ka’b in 4 AH failed to materialize the plot, but this did not stop the Omayyad 
infidel Abu Sufyan to attempt an attack upon Medina. He, however, failed to achieve his sinister 
goal – thanks to the swordsmanship of Imam Ali (AS) that had the year before saved the Prophet 
and Islam in the Battle of Ohad.
The next year in 5 AH, Abu Sufyan assembled warriors from as many Arab tribes as he could, and 
in league with the Israelite tribes of Banu Nadheer and Banu Quraydha (the latter having breached 
their pledge of neutrality to the Prophet), descended upon Medina with a force of 10,000. 
In the ranks of the aggressors was the pagan warlord Amr bin Abduwad, who was a veritable giant 
known for his brute strength. 
On learning of the Arab-Israelite plot against Islam, the Prophet prepared the defences of Medina, 
whose natural fortifications were rocky heights and thick palm groves, and on the suggestion of his 
Iranian companion, Salman al-Farisi, dug a deep trench on the strip of the city that was vulnerable 
to enemy attack. 
While digging the ditch that involved the removing of huge boulders which emitted sparks when 
struck by pickaxes, the Prophet gave tidings of the liberation of Syria, Iran, and Yemen by the 
Muslims in the future, at which the hypocrites amongst his companions expressed disbelief and 
hoped that this battle would result in the end of Islam.
When the confederate army arrived, it found its entry blocked by the newly dug ditch. For fifteen 
days, the joint Arab-Israelite forces shot arrows at the Muslim defenders on the other side, but 
could not find a way to enter the city. 
With patience stretched thin, on Shawwal 17, Amr bin Abduwad and two other pagan warriors 
found the narrowest point of the ditch and managed to spur their horses for a giant leap to the 
other side.
Amr hurled a spear at the Prophet’s tent and challenged the Muslims to single combat, at which 
most of the Sahaba (Salaf or progenitors of today’s Salafis, Wahhabis, Takfiri terrorists) quaked 
with fear, while the hypocrites amongst them, devised plans to seize the Prophet and hand him over 
to the enemy. 
The Prophet of Peace, in order to impart an immortal lesson to all that anyone who dares to 
desecrate the sanctity of the Messenger of God is worse than an animal, said “man li hadha al-
kalb” (Who will confront this dog?).
Thrice he repeated this sentence, and no one rose, except his dear cousin, son-in-law and Divinely-
Designated Heir, Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS). 
Some of the Muslims (the 5th column), instead of responding to the Prophet’s call, started to praise 
the strength and physical power of Amr bin Abduwad in a bid to demoralize the ranks of the 
faithful. (Note the similarity to what the self-styled Muslims in the service of the US and the West 
do today, by extolling the military might of the illegal Zionist entity and the benefits for the Arabs 
to ally with the Israelis against Islamic Iran.)
The Prophet gave permission to the Imam to face the challenge of the Arab-Israelite warlord, with 
those famous phrase, “the embodiment of faith is all set to fight embodiment of infidelity.” 
The rest is history. As recorded in all books of hadith and history, by both Sunni and Shi’a Muslim 
authorities, Imam Ali (AS), after inviting Amr to Islam, and telling him to leave in peace instead 
of risking his life – conditions the arrogantly ignorant pagan spurned – engaged in combat and 
won the fray.
With a flashing stroke his famous twin-bladed sword Dhu’l-Feqar, Imam Ali (AS) dispatched Amr 
to the netherworld, but not before allowing him to renew the life-and-death combat, because the 
cowardly representative of the Arab-Israelite force, when hurled to the ground, had dared to spit 
at him. 
That was among the reasons the Prophet hailed his cousin’s selfless feat, which was solely for the 
sake of God and without personal emotions involved in the combat, as “The stroke of Ali on the 
Day of Khandaq is superior to the worship of the Thaqalayn (mankind and jinn combined).”
At this spectacle, the Arab-Israelite force, which was viewing the combat from the other side of the 
ditch, lost heart, and as God Almighty sent strong gales to disrupt their encampment, the enemies 
fled.
Thus saving the Prophet and Islam from yet another nefarious plot, and of course, sparing the rest 
of the Muslims (the weak of faith and the hypocrites combined) from a fight for which they had no 
stomach. 
The lessons of the Battle of Khandaq are all too obvious for us, and teaches us that victory for Islam 
and Muslims is only possible through firm adherence to the path of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA). 
The path of the Prophet is allegiance to Imam Ali (AS) and the rest of the blessed Ahl al-Bayt 
In commemoration of this glorious triumph of Islam over the joint Arab-Israelite force, mosques 
were built near the site of the Ditch in Medina, such as the Fath or Victory Mosque, the Mosque of 
Imam Ali (AS), the Mosque of the Prophet’s Daughter Hazrat Fatema Zahra (SA), and the Mosque 
of Salman Farisi, the Prophet’s Iranian companion. 
We pray to God Almighty for the reappearance of the Prophet’s 12th and Last Infallible Heir, Imam 
Mahdi (AS), and establishment of the global government of peace, prosperity and justice. Amen. 

Islam’s Resounding Defeat of 
Joint Arab-Israelite Army

TEL AVIV (Dispatches) 
-- Six hundred Israeli archi-
tects and urban planners have 
signed a petition demanding an 
immediate halt to the occupying 
regime’s war on the Gaza Strip 
and the return of captives.

The petition preceded a simi-
lar move by 970 reservists and 
retirees of the Israeli air force 
on April 10. Since then, thou-
sands of reservists and retirees 
from various branches of the 
Israeli military and intelli-
gence have joined the petition.

Meanwhile, academics, par-
ents of students, fathers and 
mothers of soldiers, and fami-
lies of prisoners in Gaza pub-
lished messages of solidarity 
with the military, emphasizing 
the same demand.

On Monday, members of an 
infantry brigade of the Israeli 

military signed a letter calling 
for an end to the war. 

According to Israeli Army 
Radio, 150 Golani Brigade 
soldiers put their signatures 
on the letter demanding im-
mediate negotiations aimed at 
securing the release of Israeli 
captives held in Gaza.

Since Thursday, at least 
ten petitions have circulated 
against the continuation of the 
Gaza onslaught, saying the Tel 
Aviv regime should prioritize 
the return of Israeli captives 
even if it means ending the 
war.

The first petition signed by 
current and former Israeli air 
force reservists said the Gaza 
onslaught “serves mainly po-
litical and personal interests, 
not security interests.”

(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN -- A spokesman  
for Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) said on 
Tuesday that Iranian military 
capabilities are a “red line” in 
the nuclear talks between Teh-
ran and Washington that began 
over the weekend. 

Iran’s military and defense 
capabilities are “out of the 
question” and “will never be 
subject to negotiations,” said 
IRGC spokesperson General 
Ali Muhammad Naeini, de-
scribing Tehran’s two ballistic 
missile attacks against Israel 
in April and October 2024 as 
a clear manifestation of the 
Iranian armed forces’ serious 
resolve to protect the national 
interests.”

The operations “displayed 
Iran’s initiative and asym-
metric offensive capability to 
strike the Zionist enemy and 

was the first direct and public 
military confrontation between 
the Islamic Republic and the 
Zionist regime,” he added.

National security and military 
power are Iran’s “red lines” 
and “under no circumstances” 
will be discussed, Naeini went 
on to say. 

Indirect talks between Wash-
ington and Tehran on the Ira-
nian nuclear program began in 
Oman on Saturday. 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
has repeatedly threatened Iran 
with a bombing campaign if 
a deal is not reached, while 
maintaining his “maximum 
pressure” policy of sanctions 
against Tehran.

Iran insists that its nuclear 
program is entirely peaceful. It 
has also stressed that the talks 
with Washington focus solely 
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Zionist Regime Faces 
Unprecedented Call for End to War

IRGC: Military Capabilities 
a ‘Red Line’

Leader: Nation’s Affairs Should Not be Tied to Talks

Ayatollah Khamenei speaks during a meeting with government officials in Tehran on Tuesday.

Felicitations on the Grand Victory of the Battle of Trench


