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Iranian Artist Languishing
in French Prison

TEHRAN -- Bashir Biazar, an Ira-
nian music maestro and filmmaker,
has been languishing in a French
prison for almost two weeks follow-
ing his arbitrary arrest for pro-Pal-
estinian activism.

Biazar was summoned by French
police without explanation or war-
rant on June 4 and was arrested upon
his arrival at the police station, after
which he was sent to a jail meant for
illegal migrants, Press TV reported.

His unexpected arrest came as a
shock to his family, relatives, friends,
and Iranian officials, who have been
following up with concerned author-
ities to secure his immediate release.

Biazar moved to France three years
ago with his wife, Zahra Kazemi
Saleh, and their two children after she
enrolled in doctoral studies at the Uni-
versity of Burgundy and began work-
ing as a lecturer.

The couple previously lived brief-
ly in London, where Biazar earned a
doctorate in filmmaking at Kingston
University in 2011.

During their stay in the UK, his wife
was the victim of a brutal racist and
Islamophobic attack due to her hijab
(Islamic headscarf), according to their
own admission.

Biazar, a music composer and film-
maker, engaged in musical and other
artistic productions while in France.
He was also active on social media
networks, posting in Persian about
important political events in Iran
as well as the Israeli genocidal war
against Palestinians in Gaza.

After October 7, following the Is-
raeli regime’s brutal onslaught on
Palestinians in Gaza, Biazar gained a
significant following on social media
platforms such as X and Instagram.

He has been particularly praised
for his fair and passionate commen-
tary on Palestinian suffering, Israeli
genocidal actions, and the inaction of
Western governments.

Many experts view Biazar’s arrest
as politically motivated, aimed at si-
lencing and intimidating pro-Pales-
tinian or anti-Zionist voices in France
and other Western countries.

The French interior ministry’s in-
dictment against him includes charges
such as “promoting or inciting terror-
ism” and spreading “state propagan-
da” for Iran.

A recent investigation by the Press
TV website revealed that his com-
ments in Persian had no connection to
incitement to terrorism, violence, or
endangering national peace and order
in France.

Examining his artistic background
and activities shows Biazar to be a
non-partisan individual who is only
focused on social, cultural, and artis-
tic programs.

Artistic Works

Bashir inherited his interest in
cultural work from his late father,
Habibollah Biazar, former Iranian
ambassador to Greece, Albania, and
Bulgaria, and a key proponent of the
revival of Qur’anic culture in Western
societies.

Upon his father’s death in 2008,
Bashir said his father did not see him-
self as a diplomat, despite serving as
an advisor to the foreign ministry for
eight years and an ambassador for
nearly eight years.

Instead, he preferred to be seen and
known as an educationist deeply in-
terested in cultural affairs.

Over his 20-year career in the cul-
tural field, primarily music, Bashir
Biazar has been involved mainly in
non-governmental institutions and or-
ganizations (NGOs) in various roles.

He served as managing director of
the New Horizon Institute of Arts and
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Culture and was the secretary of the
London-based Islamic Student Asso-
ciation.

For several years, he also worked
as a production manager at the Music
and Song Department of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB),
the country’s state broadcaster.

At IRIB, Biazar was involved in
music, documentaries, and television
programs, focusing on cultural topics
of the world in general and the Islam-
ic world in particular.

In his career, Biazar has produced a
number of critically acclaimed artistic
works.

In May 2013, he produced ten con-
certs by Hamed Zamani, then a bud-
ding 25-year-old Iranian singer who
performs in Persian, Arabic, and En-
glish.

He commended Zamani as a prom-
ising music star who attracts music
aficionados to concert halls. At that
time, Zamani had not yet released any
albums or had funds for promoting his
work.

In September 2015, just two days af-
ter the Mina stampede tragedy in Sau-
di Arabia, Biazar participated in the
production management of the iconic
song “Wound on Wound.”

The song, written by Mrs. Ezra
Rashidnejad, composed and arranged
by Omid Rahbaran, and produced by
Basij Music House, addressed the suf-
fering of people in Mina and Yemen.

Biazar also wrote the script of “33
Years of Silence,” a 2015 short doc-
umentary directed by Hussein Sha-
maqdari and produced by the Teh-
ran-based Arman Media Cultural
Institute.

The biographical documentary tells
the story of a veteran of the 1980s
Iran-Iraq War who narrates his per-
sonal experience of being sent to
Germany for treatment by the Iranian
government in 1982.

In 2016, Biazar’s documentary was
screened at the Noor Iranian Film
Festival (NIFF), an annual film festi-
val in Los Angeles aimed at bridging
the gap between Iranian and non-Ira-
nian communities.

In 2019, he composed the music for
the documentary film “Alzheimer,”
which provides a comparative study
of war memorials worldwide and
depicts efforts to preserve national
and epic values in collective memory
through architecture.

In February 2021, as production
manager of the Music and Song De-
partment of IRIB, Biazar spearheaded
the release of the album “To the Peak”
(Ta Qole), the first album in the hymn
genre produced by the organization.

The album, created by a group of
talented artists, aimed to instill a sense
of hope and belonging among teenag-
ers in the country, promote hymn cul-
ture and support the progress of na-
tional hymn groups, especially young
ones.

This production, according to Bi-
azar, was a response to the poor
treatment of the hymn genre in the
past and to the cultural influence of
foreign music on young people in the
country.

Muhammad Hussein Poyanfar, a
prominent Iranian elegy reciter, in a
post on X, described the incarcerated
Iranian musician as a “revolutionary
who spoke the truth in the heart of
Europe.”

“It is necessary to take legal and
diplomatic measures so that his fate is
not like other innocent Iranians who
have not been arrested in Europe,” he
said, addressing authorities.

“In the first step, I ask all the activ-
ists of cyberspace and media to raise
awareness about his inhumane deten-
tion.”
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Book Council Names Candidates
for Astrid Lindgren Award

TEHRAN -- The Children’s Book Council
of Iran has nominated an author and an il-
lustrator for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial

Award 2025.

Navid Seyyed-Aliakbar was nominated in
the writers’ category, while Ali-Reza Gold-
ouzian named in the illustrators’ category.

Established in 2002 in Sweden, the Astrid
Lindgren Memorial Award is presented an-
nually to an individual or organization for
their significant contributions to children’s

and young adult literature.

It is the second most prestigious literary
award after the Hans Christian Andersen

Award.

Seyyed-Aliakbar and Goldouzian have
been recognized for their impactful work in
fostering children’s creativity and promot-

ing literature.

Astrid
Lmdgren
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TEHRAN -- Conjoined twins
Rugayya and Umm al-Banin
have been separated in their
third operation at Namazi Hos-
pital in Shiraz.

Head of children’s surgery
department of Namazi Hospi-
tal Ali Bahadori said the twin
girls from Ahvaz had been
born 10 months ago.

The surgical team of Shiraz
University of Medical Scienc-
es at Namazi Hospital decided
to operate on the twins at three
and a half months of age, he
added.

\_ During the surgery, the med-

Conjoined Girls Separated in Shiraz

ical team noticed other organs
shared between them and only

separated their livers in the
first operation, Bahadori ex-

plained.

“We noticed that a common
hepatic duct was poured into
one hole and complete separa-
tion was not possible in three
months, and therefore, the sec-
ond stage of surgery was post-
poned to 10 months,” he said.

As the twins turned 10
months old, the second stage
of the surgery for complete
separation began in Namazi
Hospital in Shiraz and they
were separated, he added.

He said that out of every
50,000 to 100,000 twins born,
one twin is conjoined. J

Late Linguist’s Library Donated for Islamlc Encyclopedla

TEHRAN — The family of
late renowned Iranian lin-
guist and scholar Azartash
Azarnoush has donated his
library to the Center for the
Great Islamic Encyclope-
dia, a major research insti-
tute in Iran.

The donated library con-
tains 4,648 books and pub-
lications as well as per-
sonal research notes of
Azarnoush, according to a
press release by the Public
Relations Office of the cen-
ter.

The report said the library
will work as an independent

New York Festival
Awards Iranian
Animated Short

TEHRAN -- Iranian animated short film
“In the Shadow of the Cypress” has won
the best animated short film at the 23rd
Tribeca Film Festival in New York City.

Seven animated short films from Sweden,
the Netherlands, the United States, Germany,
China, and Iran were nominated for the Best
Animated Short award at the Tribeca Film
Festival.

Ultimately, the award was given to “In the
Shadow of the Cypress”, produced by Shirin
Suhani and Hussein Molayemi for the Insti-
tute for the Intellectual Development of Chil-
dren and Young Adults.

The animated film tells the story of a cap-
tain who is suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder.

He lives in isolation with his daughter in
a humble home by the sea, as they face the
challenges of a difficult life.

The Tribeca Film Festival was founded in
2001 by renowned American actor Robert De
Niro and Jane Rosenthal, an American film
producer.

In recent years, the festival has paid par-
ticular attention to short animated films from
around the world.

section at the center and by
the name of the prominent
scholar.

Azarnoush was born in the
holy city of Qom and spe-
cialized in Arabic literature.

He was the director of the
Arabic Department of the
Center for the Great Islam-
ic Encyclopedia, the Teh-
ran-based institute active in
researching and publishing
general and topical ency-
clopedias about Iranian and
Islamic culture.

He was also an active is part of the Center for the
member of the Supreme Great Islamic Encyclope-
Scientific Council, which dia.

Azarnoush passed away
on October 7, 2021, at the
age of 84.

Rice cultivation in Golestan province, northern Iran
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