
TEHRAN -- The exhibition 
of cartoons and caricatures of 
prominent Latin American art-
ists has been extended until De-
cember 24 at Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Arts.

Hence its opening on Novem-
ber 2 under the direction of 
Masoud Shojaei Tabatabai, the 
exhibition has received warm 

response from enthusiasts. 
It features about 400 works by 

artists from 15 countries such 
as Argentina, Ecuador, Hondu-
ras, Mexico, Cuba, Chile, Cos-
ta Rica, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, Peru, Uruguay, Ven-
ezuela and Nicaragua, Brazil 
and Guatemala with anti-impe-
rialist and anti-Zionist themes 

as well as topics related to 
Operation Al-Aqsa Flood and 
Palestine. 

It has been organized in col-
laboration with the Islamic 
Propagation Organization and 
the General Department of 
Visual Arts of the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance 
and includes the works of 
prominent artists such as Ares, 
Adan Iglesastoldo, Brady Ro-
driguez, Ramiro Zardvias, 
Luis Carlos Fernandez, Mar-
cos D’Souz and Raul Fernando 
Zolta.

Those interested can visit the 
“Cartoons and Caricatures of 
Latin American Artists” exhi-
bition at Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art until Dec. 
24, except Mondays, from 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.
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The “Colonel” directed by Amir Bashiri and produced by Amin Ashrafi, is a story about the life and time of Muhammad 
Taghi Khan Pesian and a lost romance in Iran’s contemporary history, staged at Vahdat Hall. 
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Latin American Cartoon Exhibition Extended 

TEHRAN -- Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Muhammad Mehdi 
Esmaili said Sunday the 
Persian language has been 
dynamic in all periods, es-
pecially the contemporary 
era, and is still expanding 
in the cultural climate of 
Iran. 
“One of our missions is to 

help this expansion without 
any interruption and with 
full force,” he said here in 
an interview with the news 
headquarters of the 30th 
Book Week of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.
Touching on the Persian 

language and its impor-
tance in Iran’s soft power, 
he recounted his trip to Ta-
jikistan and meeting with 
the country’s writers, lite-
rati, artists and poets. 
“Mrs. Golrokhsar Safie-

va, who is one of the fa-
mous poets of the country, 
told me that we have been 
separated from Iran for 300 
years, but we still name 
our daughters Irandokht or 
Irangol,” Esmaili recount-
ed.
“In my opinion, Persian 

language and Persian poet-
ry cannot be erased. Even 
in Türkiye, you can see 
works in Persian language. 
“Today, the Persian lan-

guage is powerful, and we 
at the Organization of Is-

lamic Culture and Commu-
nication are facing the log-
jam of requests. However, 
we have to do more in this 
field to spread and protect 
the Persian language in the 
best way,” he added.
The minister touched on 

the geographical spread of 
the Persian language, say-
ing that India has chosen 
Persian as its second offi-
cial language. 
“The ignorant deeds and 

statements of some groups 
in the world against the 
Persian language, which 
shows their cultural ig-
norance, do not harm the 
greatness of the Persian 
language.” 
Esmaili touched on the 

importance and necessity 
of teaching Persian lan-
guage in other countries.
He said, “We have made 

the necessary arrangements 
with the Ministry of Sci-
ence, Research and Tech-
nology and the sending of 
professors is increasing. 
Many professors have also 
announced their readiness 
to help us. We have also 
increased allocations for 
teaching Persian language 
abroad several times.”
The 30th Book Week of 

the Islamic Republic of 
Iran started on November 
14 and will continue until 
Nov. 21. 

Minister Outlines Plans to 
Promote Persian Language  

TEHRAN -- The first press 
conference of the 14th Ammar 
Popular Film Festival (APFF) 
was held at the Palestine Muse-
um of Contemporary Arts here 
Sunday amid the ongoing Israe-
li genocide against the people of 
Gaza. 

Hamas representative Khalid 
al-Qadoumi and APFF secre-
tary Sohail Asad attended the 
conference. 

Ali Khalili, a Palestinian stu-
dent in Iran, said Palestine is 
now at a turning point in history 
where before Operation Al-Aq-
sa Floods cannot be compared 
with after it.

“The Palestinian resistance 
movement has been completely 
successful in its operations,” he 
said.

Khalili said there is also a me-
dia war underway, adding when 
Hamas publishes a picture of 
the bravery of its fighters, such 
as setting fire to an Israeli bull-
dozer, the fear and terror of 
Israel and America is unprece-
dented. 

The Hamas operation, he said, 
brought about an unprecedent-
ed change in the Palestinian is-
sue.

“After Operation Al-Aqsa 
Flood, global empathy took 
shape around Palestine, and 
the world’s famous universities 
expressed their sympathy with 
Palestine and its people. That’s 
why Reuters news agency re-
ported that the rallies in support 
of Palestine are seven times 
more than those in support of 
Israel.”

Ali Muhammad Moddab, 
a poet and one of the former 
APFF judges, said many people 
of culture and art, such as Naji 
al-Ali, Mustafa Akkad, Ghas-
san Kanfani and others have 

been martyred in the cause of 
Palestine, which befits the fes-
tival to focus on introducing 
these people.

Hamid Salehi, the executive 
secretary of the festival, new 
themes such as the new world 
order section has been add-
ed to this year’s festival. He 
said filmmakers can send their 
works to the secretariat until 
December 1.  

 Salehi said so far 2000 works 
have been sent to the festival’s 
secretariat. The main focus of 
the festival this year is videos 
sent by Palestinians, he said, 
adding more than 350 works 
clips have been sent to the sec-
retariat so far. 

“We invite all people, espe-
cially teenagers, to shoot vid-
eos with hand-held cameras or 
mobile phones and send them 
to the festival’s secretariat.”

Qadoumi cited a part of a Hol-
lywood movie, which says “an 
idea cannot be killed”.

He said millions of people 
came to the streets in defense of 

Palestine in New York. “We be-
lieve that we should go after the 
truth to build a narrative, but 
the Israelis go after marketing.”

He touched on the recent 
meeting of 57 Arab-Islamic 
countries, saying nothing more 
than a statement came out of 
the meeting.

“While diplomacy has more 
effect than rockets, the leaders 
of these countries are not even 
willing to cut ties with the Zi-
onist regime,” he said. 

“There is no Arab ruler who 
dares to support Hamas or asso-
ciated with it and no Arab ruler 
has taken a position in this re-
gard, but the people of the world 
are alert and with the Palestinian 
nation,” Qadoumi added.

He said creating a narrative is 
primarily very important, and 
then marketing it essential. 

“Today, the narrative of Pal-
estinian children is not result of 
the media game, but the sym-
pathy with the victims and re-
buttal of falsehoods. Until now, 
we did not have an Islamic 

search engine, and on Google’s 
search page, before Operation 
Al-Aqsa Flood, the first search 
brought up Israel, but now the 
mass killing of the people of 
Gaza comes up.”

He said the beheading of chil-
dren by Hamas is a big lie, add-
ing French occupiers in Algeria 
cut off children’s heads and 
took pictures with them.

“The image of Americans 
with naked Viet Cong women 
is in our minds. Thank God we 
won on October 7, but today the 
oppressed victims are the cause 
of the enemy’s helplessness 
and the enemy’s only military 
achievement is the siege of hos-
pitals,” he added.

Saeed Khorshidii, the head 
of APFF Policy Council, said 
the festival is the voice of the 
people who are censored and 
ignored. 

“We consider it our duty to 
represent the ideals, concerns 
and issues of this group of peo-
ple, who are not seen by the 
media.”

Ammar Festival Sets the 
Tone for New Narrative


