
RAFAH, Gaza Strip (Dispatches) 
-- Rapidly expanding Israeli airstrikes 
across the Gaza Strip martyred more 
than 700 people in the past day as 
medical facilities across the terri-
tory were forced to close because of 
bombing damage and a lack of power, 
health officials said Tuesday.

The soaring death toll from the 
Zionist regime’s escalating brutal 
bombardment was unprecedented 
in the decades-long aggression. It 
could signal an even greater loss 
of life in Gaza once Israeli ground 
forces backed by tanks and artillery 
launch an invasion into the territory.

Gaza’s 2.3 million people have 
been under the most ruthless bom-
bardment and running out of food, 
water and medicine since Israel 
sealed off the territory following the 
Oct. 7 surprise operation by Hamas 
on towns in southern Occupied Pal-
estine.

On Tuesday, Israel said it had 
launched 400 airstrikes over the past 
day. The previous day, the Zionist re-
gime reported 320 strikes. Witnesses 
and health officials said many of the 
airstrikes hit residential buildings, 
some of them in southern Gaza.

An overnight strike hit a four-story 
residential building in the southern 
city of Khan Younis, martyring at 
least 32 people and wounding scores 
of others, according to survivors.

The fatalities included 13 from 
the Saqallah family, said Ammar al-
Butta, a relative who survived the air-
strike. He said there were about 100 
people there, including many who 
had come from Gaza City, which Is-
rael has ordered civilians to evacuate.

“They were sheltering at our home 
because we thought that our area 
would be safe. But apparently there 
is no safe place in Gaza,” he said.

Another airstrike hit a bustling 
marketplace in the Nuseirat refu-
gee camp in central Gaza, martyr-
ing several shoppers and wounding 
dozens, witnesses said.

Men used sledgehammers to break 
up concrete and dug with their bare 
hands through the jagged wreckage 
to save anyone they could – or at 
least recover the dead who had been 
buying meat and vegetables when 
the explosion hit.

A man buried up to his chest in 
rubble looked up at his rescuers with 
wide eyes, his face coated in dust 
from the blast. An oxygen mask was 
placed on his face as they spent 15 
minutes working to free him.

Gaza’s Hamas-run Health Minis-
try said the attacks martyred at least 
704 people over the past day, includ-
ing 305 children and 173 women. 
More than 5,700 Palestinians have 
been martyred in the war on Gaza, 
including some 2,300 minors, the 
ministry said, without giving a de-
tailed breakdown. The figure in-
cludes the toll from an explosion at 
a hospital last week.

Most of the Palestinians martyred 
since Oct. 7 were in the north and 
central areas of the enclave that 
Israel had told them evacuate, the 
ministry said.

The fighting has killed more than 
1,400 Zionists.

As the death toll in Gaza spiraled, 
facilities to deal with the casualties 
were dwindling. A total of 46 out of 
72 primary healthcare facilities, and 
12 out of 35 hospitals, stopped func-
tioning, the World Health Organiza-
tion said. Palestinian health officials 
said the lack of electricity and fuel 
to power generators from the Israeli 
blockade, as well as damage from 
airstrikes, has forced many of the 
facilities to close.

Gaza’s five main hospitals were all 
filled beyond capacity, it said.

The rising toll has made it hard for 
Palestinians to bury the huge num-
bers of dead, with cemeteries being 
forced to excavate and reuse old 
plots and bury up to five bodies in 
one grave.

“Bodies pour in by the hundreds 

every day. We use every empty inch 
in the cemeteries,” said Abdel Rah-
man Mohamed, a volunteer who 
helps transfer bodies to Khan You-
nis’ main cemetery. “Some bodies 
arrive in pieces in bags. It’s hor-
rible.”

Palestinian resistance groups have 
fired over 7,000 rockets at Zionist 
targets since the start of the war, Is-
rael said, and Hamas said it fired a 
new barrage Tuesday morning.

The UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees said six of its staff were 
killed in bombings, bringing to 35 
the death toll of its workers since 
the war started.

Amid fears the fighting to spiral 
into a wider regional war, French 
President Emmanuel Macron ar-
rived in Tel Aviv on Tuesday and 
told top Israeli officials that he came 
“to express our support and solidar-
ity and share your pain” as well as 
to assure Israel it is “not left alone 
in the war.”

In a joint news conference with 
extremist prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Macron stressed what 
he called Israel’s right to defend it-
self.

On Monday, Hamas released two 
elderly Israeli women who were 
among the more than 200 people Is-
rael says were taken to Gaza during 
the attack.

Appearing weak in a wheelchair 
and speaking softly, 85-year-old Yo-
cheved Lifshitz told reporters Tues-
day that her captors treated “gently” 
and gave her food as well as medical 
treatment.  

The people assigned to guard her 
“told us they are people who believe 
in the Qur’an and wouldn’t hurt us.” 
Lifshitz said conditions were kept 
clean, she received medical care, in-
cluding medication, and was given 
the same one meal a day of cheese 
and cucumber that her captors had.

Lifshitz and 79-year-old Nurit 
Cooper were freed days after an 

American woman and her teenage 
daughter were released. Hamas and 
other fighters in Gaza are believed 
to have taken roughly 220 Zionists, 
including an unconfirmed number 
of foreigners and dual citizens.

Zionist authorities were furious. 
Sources told Israel’s regime-owned 
Kan News that the interview was a 
“mistake”. 

A 25-year-old Palestinian detainee 
died in Israel’s Ofer prison on Tues-
day, the prison authority said. The 
Palestinian Detainees and Ex-De-
tainees Affairs Commission identi-
fied him as Arafat Hamdan.

Hamdan, who is from the town of 
Beit Sira in the northern occupied 
West Bank, had been arrested on 
Sunday. 

“The occupation has begun a 
systematic assassination operation 
against prisoners amid a total ag-
gression campaign against our peo-
ple,” the commission said.

On Monday, Palestinian pris-
oner Omar Darghmeh, who Hamas 
claimed as a member, died in prison 
under unclear circumstances.

The Israeli military later dropped 
leaflets in Gaza asking Palestinians 
to reveal information on the hos-
tages’ whereabouts. In exchange, 
the military promised a reward and 
protection for the informant’s home.

The occupying regime was also 
furious after UN chief Antonio 
Guterres has said that attacks by 
Hamas “did not happen in a vacu-
um”.

“The Palestinian people have been 
subjected to 56 years of suffocating 
occupation,” Guterres told a session 
of the UN Security Council.

“They have seen their land steadily 
devoured by settlements, plagued 
by violence, their economy stifled, 
their people displaced, and their 
homes demolished. Their hopes for 
a political solution to their plight 
have been vanishing.”

The remarks drew a furious reac-
tion Gilad Erdan, Israel’s ambassa-
dor to the UN.

Israel’s pounding of the Gaza Strip 
has had a “catastrophic” impact on 
healthcare facilities, according to 
healthcare officials.

International organizations have 
also warned about the spread of wa-
ter-borne diseases and scabies due 
to a lack of clean water in the Strip.

Heavy Israeli shelling landed close 
to the Al-Amal hospital in Gaza’s 
Khan Younis on Monday, video 
footage shared by the Palestine Red 
Crescent Society showed.

An Israeli airstrike also struck near 
the Al-Wafa hospital. The full extent 
of the damage is still being assessed. 

At least 25 ambulances in the be-
sieged enclave have been destroyed, 
according to the Ministry of Health.

The Zionist regime’s bombing of 
the al-Ahli al-Arab Hospital, which 
martyred at least 500 Palestinians, 
has left it out of service. The hospi-
tal was treating hundreds of patients. 

U.S. Hindering Iran’s Relief Aid to Gaza

TEHRAN – Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal 
and International Affairs Reza Najafi said Tuesday that 
the U.S. and the Zionist regime are the main obstacles to 
reaching humanitarian supplies to Gaza.

Speaking to reporters here, Najafi said the only way to 
dispatch supplies to Gaza is through Egypt. He touched 
on the U.S. veto of a resolution fielded by Brazil at the 
UN Security Council, saying the veto is not anything new 
and Washington has repeated it numerous times over the 
past 75 years. 
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Ministry: Russia, Iran Firming Up Ties
MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- Russia and Iran are firming 

up bilateral relations in a “trusting” atmosphere, Russia’s 
foreign ministry said early on Tuesday after its chief, Ser-
gei Lavrov, was received by Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi during a visit to Tehran. “In a traditionally trust-
ing atmosphere, current aspects of the bilateral agenda 
were substantively discussed with an emphasis on further 
building up the entire complex of multifaceted Russian-
Iranian partnership,” the ministry said in a statement. 
Lavrov discussed energy and logistics projects with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Hussein Amir-Abdollahian.
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- 
The U.S. has expanded its military 
deployments across the Middle 
East in support of Israel’s brutal 
assault on the Gaza Strip, even as 
one historian has warned that the 
occupation entity is carrying out a 
“textbook case of genocide” in the 
besieged enclave. 

Israeli historian Raz Segal’s 
claim was reported in Jewish 
Currents. He condemned the lat-
est bombing of Gaza.

Open-source information gath-
ered by Haaretz newspaper re-
veals that close to 80 U.S. mili-
tary and dozens of leased civilian 
aircraft are hauling equipment in 
a massive weapons airlift to Oc-
cupied Palestine and Cyprus. At 
least 62 U.S. and Israeli transport 
aircraft had landed in the occupy-
ing territories by Sunday night.

Fighter squadrons and special 
forces are in place in Jordan. 
Twenty aircraft offloaded cargo 
from NATO depots at British mil-
itary bases in Cyprus.

Advocacy groups accuse the 
U.S. of rushing to resupply weap-
ons used by Israel on Gaza civil-
ians. They argue that Washington 
is seeking to ensure the Zion-

ist regime’s long-term military 
dominance over the Palestinians. 
Warnings abound that the influx 
risks further armed conflict in the 
region.

Since Israel began its bombard-
ment of the besieged enclave, 
over 30 U.S. heavy transports 
have landed in the apartheid en-
tity, many of them delivering ad-
vanced weaponry. Others carried 
officials like Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, while some 
transported armored vehicles.

U.S. and Israeli air force planes 
have also flown repeatedly to Eu-
rope, probably, it is believed, to 
procure more arms and ammuni-
tion. A U.S. aircraft carrier strike 
group armed with cruise missiles 
is deployed near Cyprus, and 
Washington has ensured that mis-
sile defense systems are in place. 
A second U.S. carrier group is ex-
pected in the Mediterranean soon, 
although its destination remains 
uncertain.

Analysts warn that the expan-
sive U.S. military activity en-
ables further Israeli repression of 
the Palestinians. Continued un-
conditional aid irrespective of the
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TEHRAN -- Raisi made the re-
marks in a meeting with Abdullah 
bin Saud al-Anazi, Saudi Arabia’s 
new ambassador to Tehran, while 
receiving his credentials on Tues-
day.

The Iranian president drew at-
tention to the 75-year history of 
oppression faced by the defense-
less and innocent Palestinian 
people at the hands of the Zionist 
regime.

He said the absence of a united 
stance among Islamic nations 
had allowed the unlawful entity 
to persistently carry out killings 
and acts of aggression against the 
Palestinian population throughout 
the years.

“During the recent unprece-
dented crimes by the Zionist re-
gime and its Western supporters 
in Gaza, a united stance by the 
Islamic world could have, in a 
more effective way, prevented the 
Zionist regime’s oppression and 
aggression as well as excessive 
demands by its Western support-
ers,” Raisi said.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Raisi 
emphasized the necessity of ef-
forts by diplomatic apparatuses of 
both Iran and Saudi Arabia to take 
advantage of the two countries’ 
capacities to strengthen mutual 
relations and secure the interests 
of regional nations and the Mus-
lim world.

The Iranian president also 
censured the presence of extra-
regional countries in West Asia, 
saying their presence in the re-
gion not only fails to solve any 
problems but it is itself a cause of 
exacerbating the problems.

Saud al-Anazi, for his part, 
hailed Iran-Saudi Arabia ties 
as “very strong” and called for 
strengthening mutual ties and co-
operation.

“The relations between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia are very strong as 
the ties and commonalities of the 
two nations and countries out-
weigh their differences,” he said.

The Saudi ambassador to Teh-
ran underlined that the Islamic 
Republic has offered assistance 
to his country in many fields and 
issues, and expressed hope for an 
ever increasing improvement and 
expansion of relations and coop-
eration between the two countries.

On Monday, President Raisi 
strongly condemned the United 
States and other Western coun-
tries over their unbridled support 
for the Zionist regime.

In a meeting with Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov, the 
president said, “What is happen-
ing in Gaza is a horrendous crime 
against defenseless and innocent 
women and children, which is 
being committed with the direct 
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U.S. Rushes Planeloads 
of Arms to Israel 

President Raisi Raps Lack of 
United Stance by Muslims 

Shameless Gaza Genocide Intensifies

Rescue efforts underway after an Israeli airstrike destroys the home of a Palestinian family in Khan Younis, Oct. 16, 2023.


