
UNITED NATIONS (Dispatches) 
-- Iran’s permanent ambassador 
to the United Nations has categori-
cally rejected groundless accusations 
about the Islamic Republic’s in-
volvement in retaliatory Palestinian 
strikes on the occupied territories.

Amir Saeid Iravani, in a letter 
to United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres, dis-
missed the allegations, reiterated 
recently by the Israeli regime’s 
envoy, saying the Palestinian op-
eration was a purely Palestinian 
decision.

It came days after The Wall 
Street Journal claimed that Irani-
an security officials helped plan 
Palestinian resistance movement 
Hamas’s surprise attack against 
the Israeli regime and gave the 
greenlight for the operation.

Top Iranian officials, including 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
and President Ebrahim Raisi, have 
already dismissed the claim while 
reiterating the Islamic Republic’s 
support for Palestinian resistance.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
categorically and explicitly re-
jects any unfounded claim about 
its involvement in Palestine’s re-
sponse to Israeli occupation and 
aggression,” Iravani told Gu-

terres in the letter.
“The recent decisions and 

measures taken by Palestine’s 
resistance groups are solely de-
termined by the Palestinians 
themselves and are firmly rooted 
in the fundamental principle of 
self-determination,” he added.

Stressing that Palestinian peo-
ple have endured 75 years of 
relentless aggression, violence, 
racial discrimination and apart-
heid policies imposed by the 
Zionist regime, Iravani said the 
occupation of their lands contin-
ues with the siege of their cities, 
the destruction and confiscation 
of their property and agricultural 
lands, and the forced displace-
ment of residents from their 
homes by the Israeli regime.

Denouncing Israel’s ongoing 
crimes against Palestinians as a 
clear violation of the norms of 
international law, Iran’s UN en-
voy said, “It is regrettable that 
the international community’s 
response to these severe viola-
tions has fallen short in holding 
those responsible accountable.”

Iravani said, “The absence of 
accountability and the deafen-
ing silence of the United Nations 
Security Council have reduced 
long-standing UN resolutions to 

mere words.”
The ambassador further warned 

against the continuation of Israe-
li crimes against Palestinians in 
Gaza and called on the interna-
tional community to step forward 
and stop the violence.

“Now, the world is witnessing 
yet another horrific uptick in 
atrocities and collective punish-
ment against the Palestinian peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip that qualify 
as crimes against humanity and 
war crimes, orchestrated by the 
Israeli regime,” he said.

“Failure of the international 
community to intervene prompt-
ly could lead to a full-fledged hu-
manitarian crisis with far-reach-
ing consequences,” he added.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
urges the international commu-
nity, United Nations member 
states, and, in particular, the Se-
curity Council to shoulder their 
responsibilities and take decisive 
action, compelling the Israeli 
regime to put an end to its oc-
cupation, atrocities, and aggres-
sive actions, and to steadfastly 
comply with its international ob-
ligations, including those under 
international humanitarian law 
and human rights law,” Iravani 
added.

TEHRAN -- Iran ranks first in the 
field of ophthalmology among West 
Asian countries and competes with 
the world’s most advanced countries 
in this regard, according to an Ira-
nian health official.

Chairman of the Ophthalmology 
Department at Iran’s Health Minis-
try Dr. Mahmoud Jabbarvand said 
Iran has been welcoming millions 
of medical tourists on a yearly ba-
sis and that no Iranian patient is 
sent abroad for medical treatment.

“Given the scope of research 
and studies in the field of ophthal-

mology, Iran is comparable to the 
world’s advanced countries,” Jab-
barvand said in an interview with 
IRNA published on Saturday to 
mark World Sight Day.

“Because of the extensive range 
and outstanding quality of ophthal-
mic services and treatment here in 
Iran, no patient is sent abroad and 
even many patients from different 
countries, especially neighboring 
ones, travel to the country for treat-
ment,” he said.

He further said that Iran has 
gained the expertise to domestical-

ly manufacture artificial corneas, 
adding that artificial cornea trans-
plant is performed on patients who 
neither can receive human tissue 
nor stem cells.

Those who have undergone the 
surgery have managed to regain 
their full eyesight, Jabbarvand said.

He explained that 2,500 ophthal-
mologists are currently active in 
Iran, which has achieved signifi-
cant progress in the field of stem 
cell application.

Iranian specialists can skillfully
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Viewpoint

Blinken’s Blinkered Mission to 
Satrapies to Whitewash Israeli Crimes

By: Kayhan Int’l Staff Writer
     
For the past two-and-a-three quarter years we have constantly 

heard the name ‘Antony Blinken’, a dyed-in-the-wool Zionist, 
serving as Secretary of State to the US regime of Joe Biden, 
and presently on a tour of pro-American Arab states to try to 
whitewash the crimes against humanity of Usurper Israel by 
depicting the liberation movement HAMAS as ‘terroristic’ and 
not representing the persecuted Palestinian nation.

Descended from Ukrainian Jews on his father’s side and 
Hungarian Jews on his mother’s side (Khazar converts to Ju-
daism, of course, and not the Israelite tribes of the past who 
share Semitic roots with the Arabs), he first landed in Tel Aviv 
to felicitate child-killer Benjamin Netanyahu for the genocide 
in Gaza with tidings of more lethal weapons from the US for 
massacre of defenceless people.

His tone during talks with senior officials of Arab states – for-
eign ministers, prime ministers, presidents, princes, and kings 
– was authoritative like that of an overlord giving orders to ap-
pointees to take necessary steps (brutal if required) to control 
the religious and nationalistic sentiments of the Muslim people 
they rule from bursting into open anger against Israel and sup-
port for the Palestinians.

The person who had advocated the US invasion of Iraq in 
2003 while serving as Democratic Staff Director of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee actually conveyed to the world 
the plain truth which the so-called ‘friendly Arab’ rulers go to 
great lengths to hide.

The reality is now crystal clear. These unelected rulers do not 
represent the people they rule and are nothing more than sa-
traps of a hegemonic power (formerly of Britain and now of 
the US) given the permission to lavishly enjoy the wealth of the 
lands under their control, provided they slavishly serve impe-
rialist interests, including subservience to Usurper Israel and 
its legitimizing of the illegal occupation of Palestine, even if 
it requires desecration and destruction of the sacred al-Aqsa 
Mosque and obliteration of the entire Palestinian nation. 

This reminds us in the Islamic Republic of what the Iranian 
people endured for 54 humiliating years under the unrepresen-
tative Pahlavi duo of father and son, who were imposed upon 
the nation as direct appointees of London, which during World 
War 2 handed them over to Washington’s thralldom.

It was the Iranian people’s Islamic grassroots movements un-
der the inspiring leadership of Imam Khomeini (RA) which in 
1979 cast into the dustbin of history a rootless regime and freed 
Iran from western hegemony.

No wonder, the US, Britain, and their comrades-in-crimes 
against humanity have continued to intensely hate the Islamic 
Republic for the past 45 years through all sorts of plots, such as 
an abortive invasion, an 8-year unsuccessful imposed war, an 
unabated spate of terrorism, an unceasing propaganda tirade, 
and an unsuccessful string of sanctions – all of which have 
failed to stop the spectacular progress in all fields of Iran and 
its positive influence on the peoples of the region and beyond, 
including the unstoppable struggle of the Palestinian people for 
the liberation of their homeland.

In short, Operation Al-Aqsa Storm is indeed a terrible earth-
quake, which despite the brutal western-supported massacre of 
the people of Gaza will soon see the obliteration of the illegal 
Zionist entity, whether the blinkered Blinken (a non-Semitic 
Jew) and the duped so-called Christian heads of North America 
and Europe who have turned a blind eye to the slandering of 
Jesus and the Virgin Mary by Israel, like it or not.
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 Envoy: Operation Al-Aqsa Flood 
Purely Palestinian Decision 

Those who slander such of the 
believers as give themselves freely 
to charity, as well as such as can 
find nothing to give except the 
fruits of their labor,- and throw 
ridicule on them,- Allah will throw 
back their ridicule on them: and 
they shall have a grievous penalty. 

The Holy Qur’an (9:79) 

Palestinians are seen near an Israeli tank, near the Gaza fence east of the southern Gaza Strip 
city of Khan Younis, Oct. 7, 2023.

Official: Iran First in 
Ophthalmology in West Asia 
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Ghalibaf: 
Collapse of 

Zionist Regime 
a Reality 

TEHRAN -- Iranian Par-
liament speaker Muhammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf has called Isra-
el a “big lie,” emphasizing that 
the collapse of the occupying re-
gime is a reality that will materi-
alize in the near future.

Addressing a ceremony here, 
Ghalibaf said the collapse of 
the child-killing regime has 
just begun.

Jewish immigrants to Israel 
now well know they are no 
longer safe there, he said, add-
ing that the reverse migration 
of two million Israeli settlers 
from the occupied territories is 
underway.

“Over the past week, the 
young Palestinians have prov-
en that Israel is nothing but a 
big lie,” he said.

Ghalibaf dismissed false im-
pressions about Israel’s mili-
tary capabilities, describing 
the regime’s armed forces as a 
“cartoon army”.

The mass escape of Israeli 
troops and their refusal to fight 
against Palestinian warriors 
brought disgrace to the regime, 
Ghalibaf said.

“The Palestinian youths car-
ried out a surprise operation, 
broke through the Zionist re-
gime’s defense lines and cap-
tured its troopers. The shame 
was much graver when the 
Zionists carried a sophisticated 
aircraft away from an air base 
onboard a trailer. The Zionist 
regime exhibited that it is sim-
ply a fake army,” the lawmaker 
said.

Ghalibaf also said that five 
administrations have come to 
office in Occupied Palestine 
in almost two years, which ex-
poses the political instability 
and disputes within the entity.

Palestinians exposed the 
fake nature of Israel’s security 
through their widespread re-
taliatory operations, he added. 

TEHRAN -- Iran has condemned 
an attack by the Zionist regime 
against a vehicle carrying journalists 
in southern Lebanon that led to the 
death of one of them.

The Israeli artillery attack 
targeted the vehicle in the 
Lebanese village of Alma al-
Shaab.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Nasser con-

doled with and expressed sym-
pathy with the survivors as 
well as the international com-
munity of journalists.

Qatar’s Al Jazeera television 
network identified the fatality 
as a reporter with Lebanon’s 
official National News Agency 
(NNA).

Five others were also injured 
in the attack, including an Al 

Jazeera photographer. 
Last year, an Israeli sniper 

gunned down Shireen Abu Ak-
leh, targeting the veteran Al 
Jazeera journalist with a live 
armor-piercing bullet.

This is not the first time that 
the Zionist regime has targeted 
the Lebanese territory since 
Saturday when it launched its 
ongoing hugely deadly war 

against the Gaza Strip.
 On Tuesday, the Lebanese 

Hezbollah resistance move-
ment said it had struck two 
Israeli military posts in the 
northern part of the occupied 
territories in response to the 
regime’s earlier aggression 
against South Lebanon, which 
had left three of the group’s 
fighters dead.

Tehran Condemns Zionist Attack on Journalists 


