Sudan, Iran Resume Diplomatic Relations

TEHRAN — Iran and Sudan have resumed diplo-
matic ties to help the interests of both nations, the
two countries announced on Monday.

Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the two
sides agreed to enhance cooperation which will
fulfill the interests of both nations and ensure secu-
rity and stability in the region. It said the resump-
tion of ties will be based on mutual respect for the

Cﬁovereignty of each other.
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Iran Air Flight Safely Lands in Hamburg After Scare

TEHRAN -- The CEO of Iran s national flagship
Iran Air said Monday an unknown person sent an
email to the German police, claiming that a bomb
had been planted on a flight heading to Hamburg
from Tehran.

Shamseddin Farzadipour said the plane landed
safely and all passengers were safe. According to
reports, the person who had made the threat is an
LAustralian national and is under arrest.
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US Advised Against any Suicidal
Bid on Behalf of Tottering Israel
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Iran Vows ‘Crushing Re

to Any Foolish Move’

TEHRAN — TIran on Monday
rejected as unfounded allegations
it had a role in the massive assault
on Israel by the Palestinian resis-
tance movement Hamas.

“The accusations linked to an
Iranian role... are based on po-
litical reasons,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanani told
reporters.

The Islamic Republic, he said,
does not intervene “in the deci-
sion-making of other countries,
including Palestine.”

Iran, which does not recognize
Israel and has made support for
the Palestinian cause a center-
piece of its foreign policy since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, was
one of the first countries to hail
the Hamas operation.

The Palestinians had “the neces-
sary capacity and will to defend
their nation and recover their
rights” without any help from
Tehran, Kanani said.

“Talking about an Iranian role
aims at turning public opinion
(away from the facts) and at jus-
tifying the potential future ac-
tions” of the occupying entity, the
spokesman added.

Iran’s permanent mission to the
United Nations also denied alle-
gations the Islamic Republic had
any role in the Hamas attack, in a
statement issued overnight.

On Sunday, President Ebrahim
Raisi said Iran supported the Pal-
estinians’ right to self-defense
and warned the Zionist regime
must be held accountable for en-
dangering the region.

Raisi — who has spoken with
the leaders of Hamas and the
Gaza-based Islamic Jihad group
since the Hamas attack — also
urged Muslim governments to
“support the Palestinian nation.”

On Monday, the Zionist mili-
tary said there was no evidence of
Iran’s role.

“Iran is a major player but we
can’t yet say if it was involved
in the planning or training,” said
military spokesman Rear Adm.
Daniel Hagari.

U.S. officials also said the Biden
administration has not found any
evidence linking Iran directly to
planning and executing the op-
eration.

“In this specific instance, we
hav e not yet seen evidence that
Iran directed or was behind this
particular attack,” Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken said on
CNN’s “State of the Union” on
Sunday.

U.S. Republican Senator Lind-
sey Graham has accused Tehran
of being behind the operation,
and said that “Iran should pay
dearly for any escalation directed
at [srael.”

Graham also said if Lebanon’s
Hezbollah intervenes in the
raging clashes, “Israel and the
United States should go after the
Iranian oil refineries and oil infra-
structure - which is the lifeblood
of the Iranian economy”.

The spokesman for the Iranian
foreign ministry said Monday the
country will not hesitate to deliv-
er a crushing response to enemies
in case they make any foolish
move against it.

Nasser Kanaani said accusa-
tions and threats against Tehran
are meant to justify Washington’s
and its Western allies’ support for
Israeli misadventures.

He said the hostile claims
against Iran and Hezbollah will
not reduce the accountability
of the UK and the U.S. for the
75-year-old-long crimes that Is-
rael has been perpetrating against
Palestinians and other nations in
West Asia.

He warned of attempts by Isra-
el’s supporters, chief among them
the United States, to change the
place of the oppressor and the op-
pressed through their propaganda
war.

“They are turning a blind eye to
the crimes of the occupying re-
gime while leveling accusations
against the innocent people of
Palestine,” he said.

The spokesman touched on
Iran’s position regarding the Pal-
estinian cause, stressing that Al-
Agsa Mosque and the holy city of
Al-Quds are of paramount impor-
tance to all Muslims around the
world.

“A growing number of world
countries, including Muslim
states, are throwing their support
behind the Palestinian nation and
resistance front. The international
community is also massively
supporting the honorable resis-
tance of the Palestinian nation,”
he said.

The spokesman also urged the
international community to ex-
ert pressure on Israel to resume
electricity supply to the besieged
Gaza Strip.

He said Tehran has called for an
emergency meeting of the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) to discuss regional devel-
opments.
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Gallant: ‘No Electricity, No Food, No Water, No Gas’ for Gaza Strip

‘Beastly’ Tactic Against Gazans

An airstrike destroyed buildings and cars around Jabalia in Gaza, on Monday.

GAZA CITY (Dispatches) — The
occupying regime of Israel on Mon-
day stepped up its ferocious pound-
ing of the besieged Gaza Strip as its
troops struggled to clear out Hamas
fighters more than two days after
they burst across the fence from
Gaza and overran Zionist bases.

Pentagon chief Lloyd Austin
said he has ordered the Ford carri-
er strike group to sail to the East-
ern Mediterranean to be ready to
assist Israel.

Israeli warplanes, meanwhile,
bombed a densely populated

HERAT, Afghanistan (Re-
uters) -- Afghan rescue workers
scrambled to pull survivors and
bodies from beneath the rubble on
Monday, two days after the dead-
liest earthquakes in years hit the
northwestern city of Herat and
surrounding villages.

The Taliban administration
said the death toll was approach-
ing 3,000, with many more in-
jured in the quakes, which were
among the world’s deadliest this
year after tremors in Turkey and
Syria, in which an estimated
50,000 people were killed.

Periodic aftershocks contin-
ued to shake the affected areas
on Monday, officials said, forc-
ing already scared people out of
their homes.

Neighbors Pakistan and Iran
have offered to send rescue
workers and humanitarian aid,
while China’s Red Cross Society
offered cash relief. A technical
team from Iran has arrived in
the area, Mullah Janan Sayeeq,
spokesman for the Ministry of
Disaster Management, said dur-
ing a press conference.

neighborhood at the Jabalia refu-
gee camp in the occupied West
Bank.

The Gaza Health Ministry said
the death toll from the Israeli at-
tacks had reached 510, including
91 children and 61 women, with
2,751 others injured.

In a statement, the Israeli air
force said it had dropped some
2,000 munitions and more than
1,000 ton of bombs on Gaza in
the last 20 hours.

“The Zionist enemy’s military
targeting and bombing of homes

inhabited by women and children,
mosques and schools in Gaza
amount to war crimes and terror-
ism,” Hamas official 1zzat Reshiq
said in a statement.

Power outages left hospitals and
medical facilities in a tight spot,
amid a shortage of medicine and
medical equipment.

According to rights groups, Is-
raeli attacks have killed multiple
members of several families in
Gaza.

The strikes have also led to
the displacement of more than

Death Toll Nears 3,000
Iranian Relief Teams in Herat to Aid Quake Victims

“I ask all countries, to help us
in this crucial time,” said Say-
eeq.

He said people were trapped
under rubble in two villages and
teams were working to free them.

The spokesman for Herat’s
governor, Nissar Ahmad Elyias,
told Reuters that more than a
dozen villages around Herat had
been hit.

Many buildings in Herat city
were relatively unaffected, but
the mediaeval minarets of its fa-
mous mosques sustained some
damage, photographs on social
media showed.

“Many of our family members
have been martyred, including
one of my sons, and my other
son is also injured,” Herat resi-
dent Mir Ahmed told Reuters at
a hospital that was treating sur-
vivors.

“Most of the people are under
the rubble.”

Hemmed in by mountains, Af-
ghanistan has a history of strong
earthquakes, many in the rugged
Hindu Kush region bordering
Pakistan.

Death tolls often rise when in-
formation comes in from more
remote parts of a country where
decades of war have left infra-
structure in a shambles, and re-
lief and rescue operations diffi-
cult to organize.

In a statement late on Sunday,
the UN Humanitarian Office put
the death toll from the quakes
at 1,023, with an additional
1,663 people injured, and more
than 500 missing. It said all the
homes in the Zindajan district of
Herat had been destroyed.

Afghanistan’s healthcare sys-
tem, reliant almost entirely on
foreign aid, has faced crippling
cuts in the two years since the
Taliban took over and much in-
ternational assistance, which
had formed the backbone of the
economy, was halted.

Diplomats and aid officials say
concerns over Taliban restric-
tions on women and competing
global humanitarian crises are
causing donors to pull back on
financial support. The Islamist
government has ordered most
Afghan female aid staff not to

123,000 people in the Gaza Strip,
according to the United Nations.

“Over 123,538 people have
been internally displaced in Gaza,
mostly due to fear, protection
concerns and the destruction of
their homes,” the UN’s humani-
tarian agency, OCHA, said on
Monday.

More than 73,000 are sheltering
in schools, some of which have
been designated emergency shel-
ters.

Adnan Abu Hasna, a spokesman
for the UN agency for Palestin-
ian refugees (UNRWA), said he
expected the numbers to increase
further.

Gaza, home to over two million
Palestinians, has been under Is-
raeli siege since June 2007. The
tight blockade has caused a de-
cline in the standards of living as
well as unprecedented levels of
unemployment and unrelenting
poverty.

War minister Yoav Gallant said
on Monday Israel is escalating
measures against the Gaza Strip
to a “total blockade” including a
ban on admitting food and fuel,
describing this as part of a battle
against “beastly people”.

“We are putting a complete
siege on Gaza... No electricity, no
food, no water, no gas -- it’s all
closed,” Gallant said in a video
message, referring to the enclave
that is overcrowded with 2.3 mil-
lion people.

(Continued on Page 7)

work, although with exemptions
in health and education.

Sayeeq, the disaster manage-
ment department spokesman,
said that aside from those killed
and injured, thousands had been
affected with 20 villages - made
up of over 1,900 houses of around
10,000 people - destroyed.

Many survivors remained un-
der the open sky as medical and
food aid reached them.

The World Health Organiza-
tion’s head of emergency re-
sponse, Alaa AbouZeid, told Re-
uters in an interview that there
was a huge need for shelter as
temperatures drop.

“We have cases who receive
treatment and should go back
home, but, unfortunately, they
do not have (a home to go back
to),” he said, adding that people
were even afraid to enter partial-
ly damaged homes.

A majority of the -casual-
ties were women and children,
AbouZeid said, given that at
the time of the quake, 11 in the
morning, most men were away
from home.



