
DAMASCUS (Xinhua) – A total 
of 111 militants have been killed 
and 80 others wounded in a se-
ries of Syrian military operations 
in the northwestern province of 
Idlib, the Syrian army said in a 
statement.

Cooperating closely with the 
Russian air force, the Syrian 
armed forces carried out several 
days of intensive precision opera-
tions to curb the “flagrant viola-
tions” committed by terrorist 
groups, particularly in the south-
ern countryside of Idlib, said the 
statement.

The move comes in response to 
ongoing attacks by armed terror-
ist groups, supported by both re-
gional and international entities, 
targeting peaceful villages, towns, 
and strongholds held by the Syr-
ian army in Idlib and Hama prov-
inces, the statement added.

By using a variety of firepower, 
such as artillery and multiple mis-

sile systems, the army launched 
heavy and concentrated strikes 
on terrorist headquarters, forti-
fications, and ammunition de-
pots, effectively disrupting their 
capabilities, it said, noting that 
a substantial number of terrorist 
strongholds, operation rooms, and 
warehouses were obliterated.

The majority of these terrorists 
were affiliated with the self-styled 
Ansar al-Tawhid organization, a 
branch of the notorious Al-Qaeda 
terrorist network, said the statement. 

Russia has been providing Syr-
ian forces with military assistance 
in the ongoing battles across the 
conflict-plagued Arab country.

The Russian assistance, which 
began in September 2015 at the 
official request of the Syrian gov-
ernment, has proved effective as 
Syrians continue to recapture key 
areas from remnants of the Daesh 
terrorist group and other foreign-
backed terrorist factions.

Thought for Today
Recommended prayers cannot attain the pleasures of Allah 

for you when obligatory prayers are left unattended. 

Gaza Exports Resume as Crossing Reopens
GAZA CITY (AFP) – Gaza Strip exports resumed Sunday as the Zionist regime reopened 

a trade crossing, Palestinian and occupying regime officials said, days after it was shut over 
an alleged attempt to smuggle explosives from the coastal enclave. The Kerem Shalom cross-
ing, the only point of entry for goods between Gaza and the occupied territories, was closed 
last week. Impoverished Gaza, home to around 2.3 million Palestinians, is under a tight 
land, air and sea blockade imposed by Egypt and the Zionist regime. On Sunday morning 
the Kerem Shalom gateway was reopened, said Raed Fattouh, head of the Presidential Com-
mittee for the Coordination of Goods, which is affiliated to Palestinian President Mahmud 
Abbas’s Fatah party.
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Syrian Army Operations 
Kill Over 100 Militants

WEST BANK (Dispatches) 
– Researchers from the digital 
watchdog group ‘Citizen Lab’ have 
uncovered spyware connected to 
the Zionist regime’s firm NSO, ex-
ploiting a recently identified flaw in 
Apple’s devices. 

During an examination of an 
Apple device belonging to an em-
ployee of a civil society organiza-
tion in Washington, Citizen Lab 
identified the bug’s utilization 
to infect the device with NSO’s 
Pegasus spyware.

“The indications confirm with 
high confidence the responsibil-
ity of NSO’s Pegasus spyware 
for the hacking operation, based 
on the forensic evidence we ob-
tained from the target device,” 

Bill Marczak, Senior Researcher 
at Citizen Lab, stated to Reuters.

Marczak also noted that the 
hacker likely made an installation 
error, leading Citizen Lab’s engi-
neers to discover the spyware.

The hack, known as Blastpass, 
was found to be capable of com-
promising iPhones running the 
latest iOS version, 16.6, without 
any user intervention.

Upon discovering this, Citizen 
Lab promptly informed Apple 
and pledged to provide more de-
tailed reports on the future ex-
ploitation chain.

Apple responded by releasing 
updates to address the exploit 
chain, as reported by Al Jazeera 
Net.

Citizen Lab’s statement urged 
users to update their devices im-
mediately, as Apple’s security en-
gineering team confirmed that the 
new updates mitigate this specific 
cyber attack.

“We urge everyone to imme-
diately update their devices. We 
encourage everyone who may 
face increased risk because of 
who they are or what they do to 
enable Lockdown Mode. We be-
lieve, and Apple’s Security En-
gineering and Architecture team 
has confirmed to us, that Lock-
down Mode blocks this particular 
attack. We commend Apple for 
their rapid investigative response 
and patch cycle, and we acknowl-
edge the victim and their organi-

zation for their collaboration and 
assistance,” the statement read, in 
part.

Pegasus, a spyware tool devel-
oped by NSO Group based in the 
occupied territories, has gained 
notoriety for targeting govern-
ment officials, political activists, 
and journalists. This software 
remotely accesses devices to col-
lect data, monitor messaging app 
conversations (e.g., WhatsApp 
and Facebook), surveil email ex-
changes and browsing activities, 
and utilize device cameras and 
microphones for spying purpos-
es. Citizen Lab, Amnesty Inter-
national, and other organizations 
have highlighted its use in target-
ing innocent individuals.

Watchdog: Israel’s Pegasus Spyware Exploits 
Apple Device Vulnerability 

Syrian government forces are seen during an operation against for-
eign-sponsored Takfiri militants in an undisclosed location in Syria.

MANAMA (Dispatches) – Bahrain’s most 
prominent Shia cleric Grand Ayatollah Sheikh 
Isa Qassim has denounced the ruling Al Khali-
fah regime for allowing Israel to open a new 
embassy in the capital Manama, warning that 
the step is in line with the destructive and un-
constructive role that the Tel Aviv regime plays 
in the region.

Sheikh Qassim said in a statement that the 
inauguration of the diplomatic mission rep-
resents a declaration of war against the God, 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and all Muslims 
worldwide.

He pointed out that “moharebeh” or “war 
against God” is among the most critical is-
sues that believers must deal with, stressing 
that the menace must be dealt with properly 

in order for truth to prevail over falsehood and 
the religion of Islam to be preserved. 

On September 4, Zionist foreign minister Eli 
Cohen attended an official ceremony to open 
the regime’s embassy during a visit to the Bah-
raini capital of Manama, which included a del-
egation of businessmen and regime officials.

The ceremony was attended by Bahraini For-
eign Minister Abdullatif al-Zayani, who said 
the “new embassy assumes a pivotal role” in 
growing collaboration between the two sides.

Cohen and his Bahraini counterpart dis-
cussed ways to expand cooperation in trade, 
investment, technological exchange, train-
ing, and tourism, according to Bahrain News 
Agency. 

The embassy in Manama will replace the 

first mission Israel opened in 2021, a year af-
ter establishing diplomatic relations with Bah-
rain and the United Arab Emirates as part of 
the United States-brokered Abraham Accords.

Sudan and Morocco followed suit later in the 
year and inked similar deals.

The move sparked widespread condemna-
tions from the Palestinians as well as nations 
and human rights advocates across the globe, 
especially within the Muslim world. 

Palestinians say the deals are a treacherous 
“stab in the back” and a betrayal of their cause 
against the decades-long Zionist occupation.

Cohen’s trip to Bahrain was met with a wave 
of condemnations from Bahraini people, civil 
institutions as well as religious and political 
communities.

Top Bahraini Cleric Slams Opening of Zionist Embassy

KABUL (Reuters) – Meth-
amphetamine trafficking in and 
around Afghanistan has surged 
in recent years, even as the Tali-
ban have curbed heroin traffick-
ing since taking power, a United 
Nations report said on Sunday.

“The surge in methamphet-
amine trafficking in Afghani-
stan and the region suggests 
a significant shift in the illicit 
drug market and demands our 
immediate attention,” said 
Ghada Waly, executive director 
of the UN Office of Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC).

The Taliban, which regained 
power in August 2021, an-
nounced a ban the following 
April on the production of 
narcotics in Afghanistan, the 
world’s main opium producer. 
Taliban officials say its security 
forces are clamping down on 
Afghan poppy farmers and de-
stroying crops.

While heroin trafficking has 
slowed, the UNODC said in a 
statement, meth trafficking “has 
intensified since the ban”.

Meth seizures in and around 

Afghanistan jumped 12-fold 
in the five years through 2021. 
Between 2019 and 2022, near-
by countries such as Iran and 
Pakistan also reported increased 
seizures. Countries as far away 
as France and Australia have 
reported seizing methamphet-
amine that likely originated in 
Afghanistan it said.

The UNODC said much of 
the meth from Afghanistan was 
made with pre-cursor ingredi-
ents such as those found in some 
cold and flu medication.

Afghanistan is home to the 
ephedra plant, which can be 
used to make methamphet-
amine, but the UNODC said the 
quantities needed to produce the 
drug and the risk of unreliable 
crops meant that Afghanistan’s 
production did not depend on 
the plant alone.

“Common cold medications 
and industrial-grade chemicals 
are more efficient and cost ef-
fective for the manufacture of 
methamphetamine and thus 
pose a far bigger threat,” the 
UNODC said.

UN Report: Afghanistan 
Meth Trade Surges as Taliban 

Clamp Down on Heroin

RAMALLAH (Dispatches) – A 
15-year-old Palestinian boy was 
martyred by Zionist troops during 
clashes in the West Bank city of 
Al-Khalil, the Palestinian Health 
Ministry said in a statement.

The teenager, identified as Mi-
lad al-Raai, was shot in the stom-
ach and back by Zionist troops 
in the al-Aroub refugee camp, 
according to the ministry. He 
was pronounced dead at a local 
hospital.

Palestinian security sources 
said clashes erupted between the 
Zionist troops and local youths 
after the troops fired tear gas 
canisters at the entrance to the 
refugee camp.  

The Palestinian Red Crescent 
Society said the young boy was 
shot in the back and chest during 
Israeli forces’ raid on the camp.

A large number of Palestinians 
also suffered suffocation from 
gas inhalation due to the use of 
toxic tear gas by the regime’s 
forces. 

Zionist troops launch raids on 
various cities of the West Bank 
on an almost daily basis under 
the pretext of detaining what the 
regime calls “wanted” Palestin-
ians. The raids usually lead to 

violent confrontations with resi-
dents.

More than 200 Palestinians 
have been killed this year in the 
occupied territories and Gaza. 
The majority of these fatalities 
have been recorded in the West 
Bank. 

The figure makes 2023 the 
deadliest year for Palestinians in 
the West Bank since the United 
Nations began keeping track of 
fatalities in 2005.

Previously, 2022 was the dead-
liest year with 150 Palestinians 
killed, of whom 33 were minors, 
according to the United Nations.

Fight Until ‘Full Liberation’

The Gaza-based Hamas resistance 
movement said in a statement that 
Palestinians will resolutely keep up 
their struggle until the full liberation 
of occupied territories from the grip 
of Israeli occupation.

“Palestinians will continue their 
anti-occupation efforts throughout 
the West Bank, and confront the Tel 
Aviv regime’s crimes, especially in 
the holy city of Al-Quds and the al-
Aqsa Mosque compound,” the state-
ment said.

It underscored that the long-term 
battle against the Zionist enemy will 

finally result in the expulsion of oc-
cupiers, the liberation of occupied 
lands, and the restoration of Pales-
tinians’ freedom.

Palestinian fighters from the West 
Bank city of Jenin fired a rocket 
toward a nearby Zionist settlement 
on Sunday, according to the Israeli 
military.

Claiming the attack, Palestinian 
armed group Ayyash Brigades said 
in a statement that the attack was “a 
response to the ongoing crimes and 
violations committed by the Israeli 
enemy.”

The group, affiliated with Hamas’ 
Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades 
military wing and located in the 
flashpoint city of Jenin in the north-
ern West Bank, released video foot-
age showing it prepared to launch 
a rocket at the Ram On settlement 
in the Gilboa Regional Council in 
northern parts of the occupied ter-
ritories.

Also on Sunday, Israeli media 
outlets reported a car explosion in 
Haifa, located in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories.

The car explosion occurred on Tza-
hal St. in Haifa on Sunday morning.

Footage circulating on social me-
dia shows that the car was set on fire 
after the blast.

Palestinian fighters from Al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas 
resistance movement, hold a military parade in Gaza City.

Palestinian Teenager Martyred in Al-Khalil, 
Resistance Fires Rocket at Settlement


