ayhan

GD Intermational

Rafsanjan to Celebrate
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TEHRAN -- Rafsanjan in Kerman
province will celebrate the anniversary
of national registration of the pistachio
produced in the city.

The city, producing high-quality pista-
chios, is considered as one of the main
centers of the product in Iran.

Pistachio is one of the main agricultural
products of Kerman and its cultivation is

more prosperous in the northern regions
of the province.

Each year, in addition to meeting the do-
mestic needs, a large portion of the prod-
uct is exported abroad due to its quality.

The seventh anniversary of national
registration of Rafsanjan pistachio will be
held in the presence of cultural officials
on September 17-21, 2023.

Tehran Book City to Review
Merleau-Ponty’s Ideas
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TEHRAN -- The ideas and works
of French phenomenological philos-
opher Maurice Merleau-Ponty will
be reviewed at a weekly program
of Tehran’s Book City Institute on
Tuesday.

The event scheduled for 4:00 PM

local time will be attended by Iranian
experts Hedayat Alavitabar, Muham-
mad Akvan and Muhammad Shokri.

Merleau-Ponty wrote on perception,
art, politics, religion, biology, psy-
chology, psychoanalysis, language,
nature, and history. He was the lead
editor of ‘Les Temps modernes’, the
leftist magazine he established with
Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beau-
voir in 1945.

At the core of Merleau-Ponty’s phi-
losophy is a sustained argument for
the foundational role that perception
plays in the human experience of the
world.

Merleau-Ponty understands percep-
tion to be an ongoing dialogue be-
tween one’s lived body and the world
which it perceives, in which perceiv-
ers passively and actively strive to ex-
press the perceived world in concert
with others.

He was the only major phenomenol-
ogist of the first half of the twentieth
century to engage extensively with the
sciences. It is through this engagement
that his writings became influential in
the project of naturalizing phenome-
nology, in which phenomenologists
use the results of psychology and cog-
nitive science.
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American Researcher Kevin Barrett:

TEHRAN — An American Islamic
studies expert says that the recent
Qur’an desecrations in Europe
under the guise of freedom of ex-
pression are being encouraged by
Western oligarchs and their foun-
dations.

What follows is the full text of the
interview with the IQNA news agen-
cy.

IQNA: As you know, over the past
month, the Holy Qur’an has been
subject to acts of desecration by
extremist elements multiple times
in Sweden and Denmark. The sacri-
legious acts have ignited the ire of
the entire Muslim community across
the globe. Several countries have
summoned or expelled Swedish and
Danish ambassadors. What is behind
these recurring acts of sacrilege de-
spite widespread international con-
demnation?

Barrett: These acts of sacrilege can
be analyzed at different levels. At
the most primal, spiritual level, they
are demonically-inspired attacks on
God, may He be praised and ex-
alted. Such attacks are, of course,
futile. Nothing a human being can
do harms God in any way. So the
misguided individual who kindles a
fire to burn a book containing God’s
final and best-preserved message to
humanity is obviously not “burning
God.” He is really just kindling hell-
fire for himself.

“Perish the hands of Abu Lahab,
and perish he!

Neither wealth nor earnings will
avail him.

He’ll kindle hellfire, that flame-fa-
ther,

And his wife will haul the firewood

With a noose for a necklace.”
(Surah Al-Masad, verses 1-5)

IQNA: Why do you think Western
countries allow the desecration of
holy scriptures such as the Qur’an
under the guise of “freedom of ex-
pression”?

Barrett: Unfortunately, saying that
Western leaders “allow” Qur’an
burning is an understatement. In
reality, they tacitly encourage it.
To understand why, we need to de-
scend from a spiritual analysis to a

Calligraphy and Its Types

NEW DELHI (Maps of India) --
Calligraphy is a beautiful hand writing
skill that has an ornamental-looking
letter. The letters are arranged har-
monically with rhythm and integrity.
Each calligraphy is unique in its own
creator’s method. Calligraphy has the
aim to communicate creativity through
letters.

Calligraphy is an intricate pattern that
consumes time to be created. Calligra-
phy is a word derived from Greek words.
Kallos means beauty, and graphein,
which means to write, is used to make
the word calligraphy. Particular types of
brushes help in creating calligraphy. It
can also be done using a normal pen.

Types of Calligraphy

There are mainly four types of callig-
raphy; Western, Eastern Asian, Southern
Asian, and Islamic calligraphy. It is the
types of calligraphies present across the
world.

The Roman era saw the beginning of
Western calligraphy. During this time,
scribes practiced handwriting and copy-
ing the first bibles by hand. Several
scripts were developed, from fine man-
uals on Spencerian calligraphy to exqui-
sitely drawn medieval manuscripts. Even
now, writings from the past, as well as
more recent versions, are still helpful.
With a focus on the Latin alphabet but
also including the Cyrillic and Greek al-
phabets, Western calligraphy is the art of
writing and calligraphy as it is practiced
in the Western world.

East Asian brush calligraphy closely
combines elements of art, communica-
tion, and symbolism, providing educa-
tors with a uniquely rich array of tools.

Persian calligraphy has 12 principles which are applied to achieve
finesse, balance and beauty in written works.

Chinese calligraphy, which combines
simple visual art with interpretation
of the literary content, is the writing of
Chinese characters as a type of fine art.
This form of language has been widely
used in China and is typically regarded
highly throughout East Asia. A signifi-
cant part of East Asian cultural history is
the development of brush calligraphy as
a distinct artistic form. The shape of the
letters used in the Chinese writing system
and the other writing systems that were
descended from it has long held a place of
special reverence in the regional aesthetic
traditions.

Southern Asian calligraphy is a type of
calligraphy that originated in the southern
part. Although historical writing systems
like Brahmi are no longer in use, they
gave rise to the bulk of writing systems
today. Scripts used in Sri Lanka and
South India include Sinhala, Malayali,
Kannada, and Telugu. The Sanskrit and

Pali languages are currently written using
the Devanagari script, the most common
of the modern South Asian scripts. It is
also used for Hindi and Nepali.

Islamic Calligraphy

Islamic calligraphy is a form of hand-
writing and calligraphy based on the Ara-
bic script and is practiced in regions with
a common Islamic cultural background. It
consists of Persian, Ottoman, and Arabic
calligraphy. In Arabic, it is referred to as
khatt Islami, which means Islamic line,
pattern, or building. Two primary styles
Kufic and Naskh, formed the foundation
of Islamic calligraphy. Each comes in
various forms, as well as geographical-
ly distinct fashions. Beginning with the
Middle East’s post-colonial era, Islamic
calligraphy and the more contemporary
form of calligraffiti have been merged
into modern art.

socio-political one.

The West is ruled by a plutocrat-
ic oligarchy. That is a fancy way
of saying that the more money you
have, the more power you enjoy.
During the past 50 years, economic
inequality has exploded and reached
grotesque proportions. A handful of
super-rich families and individuals
have bought up all media outlets
and politicians and now make all of
the political decisions. The thin ve-
neer of democracy is a meticulous-
ly-maintained illusion.

The official ideology of the West-
ern oligarchy is liberalism, meaning
that individual freedom is ostensi-
bly the highest value. The question
remains: freedom for whom to do
what? When liberalism was gain-
ing strength 250 years ago, liber-
als championed the freedom of the
bourgeoisie to usurp power from
religious establishments and aristoc-
racies. As a by-product of that power
grab, individual freedom of belief
and expression was to some extent
enshrined.

Today, liberalism is decadent. It
pretends to champion the freedom
of individuals to realize their most
bizarre sexual and gender fantasies,
burn holy books, and so on. Yet any-
one who dissents from this demon-
ic agenda is ruthlessly silenced. So
much for freedom of expression!

Today’s decadent liberalism has
become satanic and totalitarian. But
what purpose do the unrelenting
oligarch-funded attacks on religion,
community, and family serve? It’s
actually simple and obvious: The
oligarchs are trying to build a pure
plutocracy, in which money can buy
anything, without any obstacles or
restrictions from religion, family,
and community.

So the oligarchs who rule the
West promote Qur’an burning for

the same reason they promote pe-
dophilia and other forms of sexual
perversion. These are attacks on re-
ligion and religiously-based family
values. If religious people can’t de-
fend their religion from blasphemy
and sacrilege, and families can’t de-
fend their children from wealthy pe-
dophiles and gender lunacy, religion
and family will lose whatever pow-
er they still retain, and super-rich
people will be free to buy anything
they want, including our children,
our minds, and our souls. That is the
world they want. And that is why the
oligarchs fund Qur’an burning as
well as less obvious psychological
warfare against Islam carried out by
their NGOs in concert with their in-
telligence agencies.

IQNA: Experts believe that these
insults are due to the growth and
dynamicity of Muslim movements
worldwide and their economic, sci-
entific, and cultural achievements.
It seems that the West fears Islam.
What do you think? What is the rea-
son behind this intolerance towards
religion?

Barrett: The Western oligarchs fear
Islam for several reasons. First, it
is the best-preserved religion, both
in terms of the message it transmits
and in terms of the number of people
who practice it and are influenced by
it. A clear example is the Ramadan
fast, an arduous ritual practiced by
more than a billion people world-
wide. No other religion features so
many people sacrificing so much
comfort and convenience in service
to their religious ideals.

Second, Islam’s worldview is co-
herent, rational, and far more sat-
isfying than the materialism-based
nihilism that ultimately underlies
the liberalism of the Western bank-
ster oligarchs. Islam matches human
nature (fitra). It has a rich intellec-

garchs Encouraging
Qur’an Desecration

tual and cultural tradition. In short,
Islam’s path to God is potentially
very appealing, especially in a world
that has lost faith in everything else,
making Islam a potent rival to the
false religion of the oligarchs.

Third, the Qur’an declares all-out
war on usury, and the Western oli-
garchy is based almost entirely on
the most extreme form of usury ever
practiced on Earth: fractional re-
serve fiat currency issued by private
bankers.

Fourth, the Muslim-majority lands
are rich in resources, especially ener-
gy resources, which could be used to
establish a less usurious or non-usu-
rious economic system that would
dethrone the Western oligarchs.

Fifth, the Muslim-majority lands
occupy a critically important geo-
strategic position between north and
south, and between east and west.
The Islam that dominates these lands
is a threat to the bankster oligarchs’
power, so they seek to eliminate it.

IQNA: What are the legal and hu-
man rights implications of this act of
desecration, and how can they be ad-
dressed by the international commu-
nity and the relevant organizations?
What are the best strategies and prac-
tices to prevent and counter such acts
of desecration and hate crimes?

Barrett: Unfortunately, the inter-
national community and its human
rights organizations are dominated
by the Western oligarchy, which as I
have explained is an enemy of Islam
(and of ordinary people everywhere
and their families, communities, and
religions). So we should not expect
too much help from human rights
organizations and the international
community as currently constitut-
ed. While we should defend our-
selves and our religion vigorously
in international fora by exposing
the hollowness and hypocrisy of the
West’s approach to human rights, we
should keep in mind that our real en-
emy is the plutocratic oligarchy, not
the low-level dupes who are brain-
washed into desecrating the Qur’an,
or even the far-right organizations
allied with them. Instead, we should
be explaining to ordinary people ev-
erywhere that Muslims and ordinary
non-Muslims share a common ene-
my and should be working together
to create a new international com-
munity dominated not by usurious
oligarchs but by representatives of
the best traditions of our respective
cultures.

Asbtajenan in Iran’s northern Mazandaran province is known for its sunflower farms.
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