
WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
-- An American basketball play-
er has converted to Islam after 
playing for the Qalandia basket-
ball league in Palestine.

Ahmad Young’s spiritual trans-
formation is said to have deeply 
been influenced by his experi-
ences during the holy month of 
Ramadan and the hospitality of 
the Palestinian people.

In video footage circulat-
ing on social media, Young 
could be seen uttering the 
Shahadah, or proclamation 
of Islamic faith, surrounded 
by fellow team members who 
then embrace the player as 
they later celebrate this joy-
ous occasion.

Young’s transition from the 
Californian collegiate courts 
to Club Qalandia in Pales-
tine represents a significant 
stride in his career, while his 
admiration for the hospitable 
culture of Palestine marks his 
personal journey.

Before making his move to 
Palestine, Young was a nota-
ble figure in Californian col-
legiate basketball.

On November 2, he signed 
a professional agreement to 
join Club Qalandia, a team 

under the auspices of the Pal-
estinian Basketball Federa-
tion (PBF).

The team operates out of 
Ramallah, Palestine, which is 
situated approximately forty 
minutes to the north of the re-
vered city of Al-Quds.
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TEHRAN -- Iranian short 
flick ‘Cocoon’ will take part in 
the 2023 Cinemadamare Film 
Festival in Italy.

Written and directed by 
Saeed Bojnourdi, the short 
flick will go on screen at the 
20th edition of the Italian 
event.

“As a child, Musa suffered 
a nervous shock in the aerial 
bombardments during the war, 
gradually weaves a mental co-
coon for himself and avoids 
others, but love will change 
his path of life,” a brief synop-
sis for ‘Cocoon’ reads.

Milad Shajareh, Mahmoud 
Koneshlou, Sadaf Baradaran, 
Sara Haqgou, Sadaf Haqgou, 

Morteza Mousavi and Zahra 
Khozouee comprise the cast 
members of the flick.

The Cinemadamare Film 
Festival is the biggest and free 
of charge gathering of young 
filmmakers in the world, an 
international travelling movie 
campus and a production cen-
ter addressed to filmmakers, 
students and professionals of 
movie industry.

Since 2003, it runs through 
Italy during the summer. It 
starts in Rome at the end of 
June and finishes in Venice at 
the end of the Venice Interna-
tional Film Festival.

This year’s edition of the fest 
is slated for August 1-31. 

‘Cocoon’ to Take Part in Italian Festival 

Shazand in Markazi province in central Iran is known for its pristine nature. It is located in one of the rainiest regions 
of the province. 
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WASHINGTON (The Collector) 
-- James Joyce represents one of 
the most significant literary and 
artistic figures of the last century. 
Recognizable for his innovative 
writing techniques, Joyce man-
aged to leave an indelible impact 
on the development of modern lit-
erature. The essence of his works 
abandoned the traditional postu-
lates of writing and redefined the 
concept of prose creation. This 
article explores Joyce’s contribu-
tions to modern literature and his 
enduring legacy as an innovator in 
the field.

James Joyce was a famous fig-
ure of modern literature and art 
and one of the most influen-
tial writers of the 20th century. 
Joyce’s writing is depicted as 
a revolutionary act of creation 
because of his innovative tech-
niques. By combining the poten-
tial of narrative techniques such 
as stream-of-consciousness and 
inner monologue, Joyce opened 
up the possibility of penetrating 
the inner thoughts and emotions 
of his characters in a way that had 
not been seen before. His linguis-
tic miniatures are reflected in the 
use of a wide range of styles. This 
creative use of language, combin-
ing everything from vulgarisms to 
high-flown classical allusions, re-
sulted in a unique and innovative 
representation of the complexity 
of human existence.

Joyce’s modern writing style is 
often described as diverse in ex-
perimentation in the domains of 
language, theme, and form, but 
also as the core of unique depic-
tions of the mental and emotion-
al states and experiences of his 
characters. He is best known for 
his works on Ireland and the Irish 
people. His frequent re-examina-
tions of his homeland and human 
experience culminated in Dublin-
ers (1914), a collection of short 
stories examining the daily lives 
of Dubliners, and his magnum 
opus, Ulysses (1922), a pedestal 
for a modern novel that traces 
a day in the lives of the charac-
ters Leopold Bloom and Stephen 
Daedalus.

His literary work and his overall 
contribution to the art of writing 
is still the subject of controversy 
today. As such, his works are a 
constant object of study by many 
literary theorists and critics, as 
well as an object of worship by 
many international readers. His 
work Ulysses is treated as a rare 
masterpiece of modern literature 
and represents an artistic starting 
point and inspiration for many 
writers and artists of all spheres of 
creation.

Joyce comes from a large fam-
ily and he was the oldest of ten 
children. As his father, who was 
a talented singer, did not create 
a stable home and was prone to 
alcohol and family neglect, the 
Joyces were often without money. 
Despite this, from an early age, 
James showed not only exception-
al intelligence but also a gift for 
writing and a passion for books. 

Because of his noticeable talents, 
his family made an effort to afford 
him a good education. He gradu-
ated from college in Dublin, and 
as his relationship with his home-
land was complex, after gradua-
tion he left Ireland to start a new 
life in Paris. This move of his will 
mark the beginning of his con-
stant moving and searching for an 
ideal place to live.

During his return to Ireland, a 
return that was filled with sadness 
due to the death of his mother, 
Joyce met Nora Barnacle, a wom-
an who would become his eter-
nal support and love that would 
inspire many parts of his literary 
work. The date of the first meet-
ing between James and Nora has 
become the most famous date 
in literature. It is June 16, a day 
that is celebrated under the name 
Bloomsday, because it marks the 
time when the plot of the novel 
Ulysses takes place.

James and Nora started their life 
together in Trieste, Italy. In that 
small town, Joyce worked as an 
English teacher, while simultane-
ously learning Italian. It is import-
ant to note that he spoke seven-
teen languages, including Arabic, 
Greek, and Sanskrit. Although in 
an unofficial marriage and with 
an irregular place of residence 
(Trieste, Paris, Rome), James and 
Nora started a family with a son 
Giorgio and a daughter Lucia.

Joyce’s early writing work con-
sisted mainly of short stories, 
which were published in the Irish 
literary journal The Irish Home-
stead and later collected in the 
book Dubliners (1914). This work 
was characterized by its explora-
tion of the lives of ordinary people 
in Dublin, as well as its keen psy-
chological insight into the human 
condition. Dubliners and his later 
novel A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man are both semi-autobi-
ographical in nature, drawing on 
his own experiences growing up 
in Ireland and his struggles with 
the Catholic faith. These works, 
along with Ulysses and his final 
novel Finnegans Wake, are con-
sidered to be some of the most in-
novative and influential works in 
modernist literature.

One of Joyce’s notable contri-
butions to modernist literature 
was his use of the stream-of-con-
sciousness narrative technique. 
This technique involves present-
ing the thoughts and emotions of 
a character in a continuous and 
uninterrupted flow, rather than 
in a more traditional linear nar-
rative structure. Joyce’s use of 
stream-of-consciousness in his 
writing allowed him to explore 
the inner workings of his charac-
ters’ minds in a way that had never 
been done before. Joyce paved the 
way for other modernist writers 
to experiment with similar tech-
niques.

Another important aspect of Joyce’s 
writing was his use of language.

(Continued on Page 7)

James Joyce’s Innovations 
in Modern Literature  

TEHRAN -- Khoy, a city nestled in the pic-
turesque region of West Azarbaijan province 
in northwest Iran, has celebrated the highly 
anticipated fifth round of the annual flower 
and rose water festival.

The vibrant event drew visitors from near 
and far to witness the city’s breathtaking 
floral splendor and indulge in the fragrant 
essence of rose water.

The event has become a splendid show-
case of Khoy’s enchanting natural beauty. 
Visitors strolled through meticulously ar-
ranged gardens adorned with blossoms and 
flowers, showcasing the diverse flora of the 
region.

One of the festival’s highlights was the 
demonstration of traditional rose water ex-
traction methods. Local artisans showcased 
their skills, revealing the intricate process 
of extracting fragrant rose water, a craft 
passed down through generations. 

Local vendors were present as well, of-
fering an array of products derived from 

flowers and rose water. Attendees eagerly 
indulged in the delicacies infused with the 
captivating essence of roses, experiencing 
unique flavors that delighted their palates.

The fifth round of the flower and rose 
water festival firmly established Khoy as a 
destination that marries natural beauty, cul-
tural heritage, and immersive experiences.

Khoy Hosts Festival 
of Roses 


