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TEHRAN -- The seventh edition
of Iran’s International Conference
on Climate Change started here
Monday and will run for two days,
according to head of the Iranian
Meteorological Organization (IMO)
Sahar Tajbakhsh.

Tajbakhsh said the conference
hosts representatives from the
World Meteorological Organiza-
tion, the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, The United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNES-
CO) and the Eco-Oceania Cooper-
ation Organization for the Devel-

opment of United Nations Disaster
Information Management.

She said ambassadors, diplomats
or representatives from Germany,
Italy, Switzerland, Nigeria, Nica-
ragua, Mali, Bolivia, Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE, Pakistan, Venezuela and
Uganda will also take part in the
conference.

The official, who also serves as
a deputy transport minister, said
that the conference will debate the
phenomenon of climate change
and its impacts on extreme weath-
er conditions in the region and in
the world.

Ganj Dareh: Re

MONTREAL (University of
Montreal) -- Faced with the con-
straints created by the pandemic,
Julien Riel-Salvatore got cre-
ative. Unable to visit the Italian
archaeological sites he specializ-
es in, the professor in the Univer-
sity of Montreal’s Anthropology
Department set to work studying
part of an orphaned collection of
artifacts originally assembled by
Canadian archaeologist Philip
Smith.

Smith was a UdeM professor
who excavated Ganj Dareh in
Iran between 1965 and 1974.
Ganj Dareh, which means
“Treasure Valley,” is an import-
ant Neolithic archaeological site
that has yielded some of the ear-
liest evidence of human seden-
tism, agricultural development
and goat domestication.

Drawing on Smith’s ar-
chives, Riel-Salvatore produced
three-dimensional digital maps
of the sedimentary strata Smith
excavated. The 3D mapping,
which shows walls of houses,
wells, hearths and burial places,
is the subject of a recent article
in the journal PLOS ONE.

Ganj Dareh is a mound site
seven meters high and forty
meters in diameter located in
Iran’s Kermanshah province. It
is believed to have been occu-
pied by humans roughly 10,200
years ago for a period of 300 to
600 years. “It is a short period
of time in archaeological terms
but it was very rich in techno-
logical development,” explained
Riel-Salvatore. “Among other
things, clay objects, sun-baked
bricks and carved stone tools
have been found at the site.”

Smith, one of the first archaeol-
ogists in UdeM’s Anthropology

department, first visited the site

TEHRAN -- Jurors for the
full-length documentary section
of the 2024 Fajr International
Film Festival in Iran have been
announced.

Saeed Rashtian, Siavash Sar-
madi, Muhammad Shakibania,
Mahnaz Mazaheri, and Mehdi
Nagavian were selected to
evaluate full-length documen-
taries competing in the festival
this year.

The 16th edition of the Fajr
Visual Arts Festival began on
Sunday evening.

Established in 1982, the Fajr
International Film Festival
celebrates cultural exchange,
displays the creative achieve-
ments of highly acclaimed
cineastes and pays tribute to

local and international films.

discovering Iran’s ‘Treas

Ganj Dareh site in Iran’s Kermanshah

in 1965 to begin excavating it.
He returned to Ganj Dareh four
more times and excavated 20
percent of the site’s five levels.

“After 1974, the digs were sus-
pended, but Smith was able to
bring back a good deal of mate-
rial, including animal and human
bones, plant remains, sediment
samples and various artifacts,”
said Riel-Salvatore.

That material is now conserved
at three institutions: the human
remains at Simon Fraser Univer-
sity in British Columbia, the an-
imal remains at the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, and an
extensive collection containing
sedimentary, architectural and
charcoal samples, bone, stone
and clay tools, and Smith’s ex-
cavation notes at UdeM.

Recently, an analysis of col-
lagen samples extracted from
some of the animal bones yield-
ed evidence of goat domestica-
tion at the site and, by extension,
human sedentarization. Dating
of the plant remains has revealed
evidence of domesticated bar-
ley and lentils. “Ganj Dareh has
been a focal point for research
on prehistory and the transition
to agriculture,” said Riel-Salva-
tore.

Riel-Salvatore and two doctor-

al students began working on the

collection, which had been lan-
guishing in the department’s ar-
chives, and set about developing
a three-dimensional model of a
portion of Ganj Dareh’s West
Trench, which had been exca-
vated by Smith.

The model is based on a small,
8-square-meter section of the
site, about 10 percent of the area
explored by Smith. It shows
the stratification of the site and
makes it possible to study the
evolution of human behavior
through the sedimentary layers.

“The paper published in PLOS
ONE is a first step,” said Ri-
el-Salvatore. “It’s a proof of
concept of our approach that will
allow us to pursue our research.”

Sanaz Shirvani, a Ph.D. student
of Iranian origin, and three mas-
ter’s students in archaeology are
now tackling the entire collec-
tion. “Sanaz is one of five recip-
ients of a prestigious fellowship
awarded by the Wenner-Gren
Foundation for Anthropologi-
cal Research, which supports
students from countries where
archaeological training and re-
search remain to be developed,”
noted Riel-Salvatore.

And much remains to be
done at UdeM’s Anthropocene
lab, which Ri-
el-Salvatore directs: the Ganj

archaeology
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Jurors Announced for
16th Fajr Film Festival

N

Since its establishment, Fajr
Film Festival has played a vi-

tal role in the development of hosts veteran directors and is

Iranian Cinema.

ure Valley’

Dareh collection contains some
100,000 objects and samples!
His long-term plan is to create
a virtual repository comprising
3D models of key “Treasure Val-
ley” artifacts in order to estab-
lish a permanent digital archive
of all the analog material for the
benefit of the international ar-
chaeological community.
“Ultimately, our goal is to
make a slice of the history of
Iran and the history of human-
ity accessible,” said Riel-Sal-
vatore. “It’s important to make
these archives accessible to the
scientific community and to the
people who live in the region,
because they are part of Iranian
heritage. So the project’s results
will soon be posted on a website
and translated into French, En-
glish and Farsi, with the support
of the University of Montreal’s
International Affairs Office.”

istry of Culture, the festival

new filmmakers from Iran and

across the world every year.

The 42nd edition of the event
scheduled for
1-11.

Supervised by Iran’s Min-
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Prominent Musician
Passes Away at 69

TEHRAN -- Ebrahim Naghdian, an Iranian violinist, Kamancheh
player and composer, has passed away due to cardiac arrest at the age
of 69.

Naghdian was born on September 27, 1954 in Tehran. He learned
music and violin and fiddle playing from artists such as Esameddin
Majedi, Asadullah Malek, Ali Asghar Bahari, Habibullah Badiei and
Parviz Yahaghi. He also learned to play Setar from Ahmad Ebadi.

A part of Ibrahim Nakhdian’s artistic activities includes cooperation
with music groups such as Shayda and Aref, and artists such as Mu-
hammad Reza Lotfi, Parviz Meshkatian, Ali Asghar Shahzaidi and

\playing in more than 100 concerts abroad. )

\

The 16th Fajr Visual Arts Festival started at the Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art on January 28, 2024.
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