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Hezbollah to Increase Range of Missiles if War Expands

BEIRUT (Dispatches) — Hezbollah Deputy Secretary
General Sheikh Naim Qassem said the Lebanese resis-
tance movement will increase the range of missiles fired
at Zionist targets if the scope of war expands.

“If Tel Aviv expands its attacks, we will develop the
fourth stage of the range of missiles with impressive

power and capabilities,”

about the southern front will be postponed until after the

fnd of the war in Gaza, he added.
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Top General: Army at Pinnacle of Readiness

TEHRAN — A senior Iranian Army commander on Sat-
urday gave assurances that the country’s impeccable
military preparedness would counter all threats.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s Army is currently at the
pinnacle of preparedness and stands against any threat
Deputy Chief of the Iranian Army for Co-

ordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said during
a visit to the northern city of Sari. The general said the
Army owes its perfect combat, defense and deterrent ca-
pabilities to its skilled personnel and the homegrown and
modern equipment. The Army is tasked with safeguarding
Jra;1 s territorial integrity and independence, he stated. )
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Hezhollah Destroys Israeli Spying
System With New Missile

BEIRUT (Dispatches) - Hezbollah
fighters on Saturday destroyed a surveil-
lance system at an Israeli military outpost,
in response to the ongoing Israeli war on
the besieged Gaza Strip.

Lebanon’s Al-Mayadeen tele-
vision, citing a Hezbollah state-
ment, said the group struck the
newly-installed system at an out-
post in the town of Zar’it, close
to the southern Lebanese border,
at around 9 p.m. local time (1900
GMT).

The development came shortly
after Hezbollah announced in
a separate statement that it had
launched surface-to-surface
Falag-1 (Dusk-1) missiles, for
the first time since the outbreak
of the Israeli onslaught on Gaza,
against Ma’ale Golani barracks
in the west part of the occupied
Golan Heights.

Lebanese resistance fighters
also targeted gatherings of Israeli
forces stationed near the Hunin
Castle in Margaliot in the north-
ern part of occupied Palestinian
territories near the Lebanon bor-

der.
Moreover, Hezbollah rained
down rockets and anti-tank

guided missiles on other Israeli
military sites and settlements, in-
cluding Hanita barracks, Avivim,
Doviv, Metula and Shlomi settle-
ments, for over an hour across the
border. Israeli media described it
as a “night of fire.”

These attacks came after the Zi-
onist military launched air raids
on several areas against Hezbol-
lah in southern Lebanon, includ-
ing Beit Lif, in which four Hez-
bollah fighters lost their lives.

The Zionist regime launched its
devastating hostilities in the Gaza
Strip on October 7 after Hamas
carried out a surprise retaliatory
attack, dubbed Operation Al-Ag-
sa Storm, against the occupying
entity.

The Israeli military has also
been carrying out attacks against
the Lebanese territory since then,
prompting retaliatory strikes
from Lebanon’s resistance move-
ment Hezbollah in support of the
Palestinian people in the Gaza
Strip.

The movement has vowed to
keep up its retaliatory operations
as long as Tel Aviv continues its
onslaught on Gaza.

Iraqi Resistance Groups
Hit U.S. Bases in Syria

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) --
Iraq’s anti-terror resistance groups
said Saturday Washington’s ap-
proval of Baghdad’s request for the
formation of a committee on U.S.
troop withdrawal results from the
“strikes of resistance” and proves
that the U.S. understands nothing
but the “language of force.”

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq,
which is a coalition of anti-terror
fighters, made the remarks in
a statement after Baghdad and
Washington agreed to set up a
committee to start negotiating a
timetable for a phased withdrawal
of U.S. forces from Iraq.

“The calls of the Islamic Resis-
tance, the decision of the parlia-
ment, and the popular support for
the expulsion of foreign forces
have all failed to be implemented
for years due to American ma-
nipulation to fulfill its malicious
agenda in Iraq and the region,”
the statement said.

“The American acquiescence to
the Iraqi government’s request to
form a committee to arrange the
status of their forces would not
have happened without the strikes
of the Resistance and the bless-
ings of the martyrs’ blood. This
proves that Americans only un-
derstand the language of force,”
it added.

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq
cautioned against treacherous acts
by the United States as the agree-

ment would allow Washington to
“buy time” to perpetrate further
crimes in the Arab country.

“We have known nothing but
treachery and tyranny from the
criminal American enemy, as we
have experienced over the years
of confrontation. This attempt is
nothing but a way to shuffle the
cards, turn the tables on the resis-
tance, and buy time to carry out
more crimes and diabolical plans
to harm our people and nation,”
the statement said.

“It is preferable that there be
no dialogue about this supposed
withdrawal until the reality of
their intentions and the serious-
ness of their commitment to with-
draw their invading forces from
Iraq becomes clear,” it added.

Iraq’s  anti-terror  resistance
groups said the “U.S. commit-
ment” would be proved in the
departure of its drones and war-
planes from Iraqi airspace, hand-
ing over the Joint Special Opera-
tions Command to Baghdad and
the removal of its officers from
the center.

“We warn of the danger of grant-
ing immunity to any foreign force
for any reason, as well as any
commitment by the government
or its security apparatus to protect
these invading murderers,” the
statement said.

“If this happens, it is a historical

(Continued on Page 7)

U.S., Europeans Cut UNRWA Funds After Israeli Accusation

A Day Atter IGJ R

Palestinians gather in a field in Khan Younis as an Israeli tank approaches.

GAZA (Dispatches) — The
occupying regime of Israel pressed
ahead on Saturday with its brutal
campaign in Gaza’s Khan Younis
area, while bad weather hit dis-
placed Palestinians seeking refuge
further north in the battered en-
clave.

The unabated Israeli terror and
destruction came a day after the
UN’s International Court of Jus-
tice in The Hague ruled that the
Zionist regime must prevent pos-
sible acts of genocide in the con-
flict but stopped short of calling
for a ceasefire.

Residents reported heavy aerial
and tank fire across Khan Younis,
a part of southern Gaza that has
become the focus of the occupy-
ing regime’s ground invasion and
around two main hospitals there.

Hamas said its fighters fired an
anti-tank missile at an Israeli tank
in southwest Khan Younis.

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad
group, allied with Hamas, said
its fighters were engaging Zion-
ist forces in the area and had fired
rockets into Occupied Palestine.

The Gaza Health Ministry said
Israeli strikes hit near the largest
functioning medical facility in the
south, Nasser Hospital, and Al-
Amal Hospital, where one person
was martyred in the courtyard,
according to the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society (PRC).

The PRCS said the hospital,
which it runs, had been targeted
and come under siege by Zionist
troops for six consecutive days.

“The Israeli occupation contin-
ues to bombard the vicinity of the
hospital and open fire, jeopardiz-
ing the safety of medical staff, the
wounded, patients, and approxi-
mately 7,000 displaced individu-
als who sought refuge there,” it
wrote on X.

The Israeli bombardment was
compromising healthcare and en-

dangering the lives of doctors,
patients and displaced people,
said ministry spokesman Ashraf
Al-Qidra.

In a ruling on Friday, the World
Court stopped short of ordering
a ceasefire but ordered Israel to
prevent acts of genocide against
Palestinians and do more to help
civilians. The regime’s extremist
prime minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said afterwards that the war
on Gaza would continue.

In the southern city of Rafah,
Zainab Khalil, 57, displaced with
her family several times until
reaching shelter not far from the
border with Egypt, said the Inter-
national Court of Justice’s ruling
was important but not enough.
“We want a ceasefire now,” she
said.

Some 26,257 Palestinians have
been martyred and nearly 65,000
wounded so far, including 174
killed in the last 24 hours, Gaza
health authorities said on Satur-
day. The majority of the enclave’s
2.3 million population has been
displaced.

The Zionist regime says 220
soldiers have been killed since
it launched its ground invasion.
Palestinian groups say the toll is
much higher.

Residents and Hamas fighters re-
ported fighting on Saturday in the
central and northern parts of the
enclave, where heavy rain flooded
tents of those displaced, forcing
some to seek alternative shelter in
the middle of the night.

Tensions rose between Israel and
the UN agency for Palestinian ref-
ugees after the Zionist regime al-
leged several UNRWA staff were
involved in the Hamas attack of
October 7, leading some key do-
nor countries to suspend funding.

Britain pounced on the allegation
to announced that it is “temporar-
ily pausing” future funding for

UNRWA in Gaza.

The decision came after the U.S.,
Australia, Canada, Italy and Fin-
land suspended their financing of
UNRWA.

The Palestinian foreign ministry
criticized what it described as an
Israeli campaign against UNRWA,
and Hamas condemned the ter-
mination of employee contracts
“based on information derived
from the Zionist enemy””.

Palestinians in Gaza are already
resorting to extreme measures
amid growing starvation due to Is-
rael’s bombardment and siege.

Families have been forced to use
animal fodder and bird feed baked
into their bread, sometimes caus-
ing medical problems, particularly
in young children.

Abu Alaa, an owner of a mill in
central Gaza, said that the food
available to people is inedible.

“People are mixing bird feed and
animal food into their food. This
is not right, it’s not healthy. People
are grinding this and mixing it into
their bread,” he told Middle East
Eye.

Families wait in line for hours
every day to get just a few pounds
of flour. However, often, by the
time families get to the front of
the queue, the flour would have
already run out. Meanwhile, on
many occasions, people are forced
to scatter due to Israeli bombard-
ment.

According to a report by the UN
in December, 93 percent of the
people in Gaza are facing “crisis
levels of hunger,” and a quarter of
the population of the strip faces
“catastrophic hunger and starva-
tion.”

On Thursday, the World Food
Program (WFP) said in a state-
ment that “the entire population is
acutely food insecure. More than
a quarter of them — half a million
people — are at IPC5, the most ex-

Ilg, 174 Gazans Massacred

treme stage of hunger. They are
starving”.

Euro-Med Human Rights said
that it had documented numerous
deaths from starvation, including
infants.

Mixing animal feed into bread
has already started to have adverse
effects on people’s health, howev-
er, despite this, families say they
have no other alternative.

Abu Anas, a local who lives near
a mill, said that any food available
in Gaza is no longer affordable,
particularly after nearly all baker-
ies and supermarkets in the Strip
have been bombed.

Instead, families are using “stone
age” techniques and makeshift ov-
ens to make food, and, if they have
the means, sell it.

Residents are also pumping wa-
ter from wells, and mixing sea wa-
ter and wastewater amid a short-
age of clean water.

Jaber, another local in Gaza, says
that even if the taste is bad, he and
others are mixing different types
of flour and ingredients to make
bread.

“Sometimes the bread is made
and it comes out red or yellow be-
cause of the ingredients mixed in
it,” he said, adding that this is not
healthy.

Ground barley and corn are also
being mixed into the flour.

In some cases, Palestinians have
been forced to trawl through the
ground to find scraps of food.

Human Rights Watch has said
that starvation is being used as a
weapon of war in Gaza, calling it
a war crime.

“Israeli forces are deliberately
blocking the delivery of water,
food and fuel, while willfully im-
peding humanitarian assistance,
apparently razing agricultural
areas, and depriving the civilian
population of objects indispens-
able to their survival,” the organi-
zation said in a report.

The extreme levels of starvation
come as Zionist protesters, includ-
ing relatives of those taken captive
to Gaza on 7 October, have been
blocking emergency aid from
reaching the enclave through the
Kerem Shalom crossing.

Palestinians waiting for aid in-
side Gaza have also been attacked
by Israeli bombing in the past
week.

In Rafah, where over half of Ga-
za’s people are now taking cover
in shelters and tents, the Gaza
Health Ministry said an Israeli
airstrike killed three people in a
house there.

It was not immediately clear who
the casualties were and there was
no immediate comment from the
Israeli military.

In the occupied West Bank, one
man was martyred in an exchange
of fire with Israeli forces near Jen-
in, residents said.




