
MADRID (AFP) - Osasuna 
stunned Champions League 
qualifiers Sevilla 2-1 in the open-
ing match of the new Liga sea-
son.

Argentine striker Ezequiel 
‘Chimy’ Avila gave Osasuna a 
ninth-minute lead.

However, the advantage last-
ed just two minutes before Rafa 
Mir made the most of a fine 
pass from another Argentine, 
Papu Gomez to equalize.

Sevilla finished last season 
in fourth spot in La Liga, 27 
points ahead of Osasuna in 
10th.

But the underdogs were not 
overawed and grabbed a 74th-
minute winner from the penalty 
spot courtesy of Aimar Oroz.

Sevilla lost centre-backs Jules 
Kounde and Diego Carlos to 
Barcelona and Aston Villa re-
spectively in the summer.

On Friday, they were also 

without veteran striker Isco 
who arrived on a free transfer 
from Real Madrid but wasn’t 
considered ready to make the 
match-day squad.

 LONDON (Reuters) - Ethiopia’s 
men’s world champion Tamirat Tola 
said on Friday he had pulled out of 
October’s London Marathon due to 
muscle fatigue.

 Tola won gold in Eugene, Oregon, 
last month in a championship record 
time of two hours, five minutes and 
36 seconds.

“It is with great regret that I am un-
able to run this year’s TCS London 
Marathon,” said the 31-year-old.

“Unfortunately, since the World 
Championships I have had prob-
lems with muscle fatigue and have 
not yet been able to resume train-
ing.”

London Marathon organisers said 
world silver and bronze medallists 
Mosinet Geremew of Ethiopia and 
Somalia-born Belgian Bashir Abdi 
would be on the start line on Oct. 

2 along with Ethiopia’s defending 
champion Sisay Lemma.

Ethiopia’s Kenenisa Bekele, the 
second fastest marathon runner of 
all time, will also compete.

Last year’s women’s runner-up 

Degitu Azimeraw of Ethiopia has 
also withdrawn. Kenya’s world re-
cord holder Brigid Kosgei, a two 
times winner, and reigning cham-
pion Joyciline Jepkosgei lead the 
entry list.

TORONTO (Reuters) - Romania’s 
Simona Halep fought off a late rally 
from Coco Gauff to secure a nervy 
6-4 7-6(2) win and advance to the 

Canadian Open semi-finals for a fifth 
time.

Twice champion Halep, up a 
set and leading 4-1 in the second, 

looked headed for an easy passage 
into the last four.

But Gauff dug in and rallied to 
force the second set to a tiebreak 
before 15th-seeded Halep finish 
off the 10th seed in the tiebreak to 
maintain her dominance over the 
American.

In four career meetings, includ-
ing three this year, Gauff has yet to 
take a set off Halep, who next faces 
another American in seventh seed 
Jessica Pegula - a 6-3 6-3 winner 
over Kazakh Yulia Putintseva.

“I’m really pleased with the way 
I stayed there strong mentally,” 
said Halep, after reaching her 29th 
career semi-final at a WTA 1000 
event - more than any other player.

“And I fought for every point 
which was really important be-
cause she’s doing the same thing. 
Mentally I’m strong even if I 
struggled a little bit in the second 
set.”

Halep certainly struggled in the 
second as she twice served for the 
match at 5-4 and 6-5 only to be 
broken each time.

But the twice Grand Slam winner 
refocused in the tiebreak to stop 
the contest going to a third and 
registered her 36th win this season 
behind only Iga Swiatek (48) and 
Ons Jabeur (37).

The 30-year-old also had to 
wrestle with her serve, committing 
eight double faults while giving 
French Open finalist Gauff plenty 
of chances with 12 break opportu-
nities.

APRIS (Reuters) - Real Madrid 
forward Karim Benzema is among 
the 30 nominees on the shortlist 
for the prestigious men’s Ballon 
d’Or trophy, organizers France 
Football magazine announced.

The French international has 
had an incredible season for 
Real Madrid, scoring 44 goals 
in 46 games and helping them 
win the Champions League 
and LaLiga.

Seven times reigning winner 
Lionel Messi was not nomi-
nated for this year’s Ballon 
d’Or for the first time since 
2005 and nor was his Paris 
Saint-Germain team mate 
Neymar.

Other nominees are Man-
chester United forward 

Cristiano Ronaldo, Manches-
ter City striker Erling Haaland 

- who has just joined the club 
from Borussia Dortmund - and 

last season’s joint Premier 
League top scorer Mohamed 
Salah of Liverpool.

Among the 20 players on the 
shortlist for the women’s Bal-
lon d’Or is Lyon’s Ada Heger-
berg, who won the inaugural 
award in 2018, and Barcelo-
na’s Alexia Putellas.

Arsenal striker Beth Mead, 
who won the European Cham-
pionship with hosts England 
last month and was named the 
Player of the tournament, is 
also nominated.

The honor for the best player 
in the world will be presented 
on Oct 17. The trophy will now 
be awarded based on a regu-
lar season from August to July 
rather than a calendar year.

CINCINNATI (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic has pulled out of next 
week’s hard-court tournament in 
Cincinnati because he has not got-
ten any COVID-19 vaccine shots 
and so is not allowed to travel to the 
United States.

That is also why Djokovic is not 
expected to be able to enter the 
U.S. Open, the year’s last Grand 
Slam tournament, which begins in 
New York on Aug. 29.

Djokovic is a 35-year-old from 
Serbia who owns 21 major cham-
pionships, one behind Rafael Nad-
al for the men’s record. Djokovic 
has said he won’t get vaccinated 
against the illness caused by the 
coronavirus, even if that prevents 
him from playing in certain tour-

naments. He missed the Austra-
lian Open in January after being 
deported from that country and 
needed to sit out two events in 
the United States earlier this year, 
along with a tournament in Mon-
treal this week.

Unvaccinated foreign citizens 
can’t go to Canada or the U.S. 
currently; the Cincinnati tourna-
ment’s news release announc-
ing Djokovic’s withdrawal cited 
“travel restrictions.”

Djokovic has said he was stil 
holding out hope of being able 
to enter the U.S. Open, but that 
would require a change of govern-
ment policy, which the U.S. Ten-
nis Association says it will adhere 
to.

KONYA, Turkey - The Iranian 
women table tennis team beat Tur-
key in the final match of the 2021 
Konya Islamic Countries Solidar-
ity Games . Defeating Saudi Ara-
bia, Iran’s Table Tennis Team of 
men also snatched their second 
gold medal and stood first at the 
competitions.

Noshad and Nima Alemian each 
defeated their Saudi rivals in the 
individual game category 3-1 and 
3-0, respectively. In the double 

match, the Nima Alemian-Afshin 
Nouruzi team defeated the Saudi 
team 3-0.

The final match of women table 
tennis team of the Islamic Coun-
tries Solidarity Games was held 
between Iran and the host coun-
try, Turkey, and at the end the 
team of Head Coach Hamideh 
Iran-Manesh gained the champi-
onship, despite the wholehearted 
applaud of the spectators through-
out the game for the home team.

Iran Taekwondo Team Crowned 
Champion in Islamic Games

KONYA, Turkey – Iran’s national Tae-
kwondo team has won the title of the 2021 
Islamic Solidarity Games held in Turkey’s 
Konya.

Iran taekwondo team champions on 
the last day of Konya 2021 Islamic 
Countries Solidarity Games managed to 
gain two more gold and two more silver 

medals.
The team received 5 gold, 4 silver, and 

4 bronze medals in the tournament and 
ended its work with 13 medals in this 
event.

Seyyedeh Narges Mir-Nurollahi in 
-62kg got a rest lot in the first round, and 
then beat Kutubali Kadija, from Chad, 
to reach the semi-final, where she also 
beat Ikra Kayer from Turkey to reach the 
final match. But in the final Foruza from 
Uzekistan beat her and she gained the 
silver medal of the game in her weight.

The women’s team’s Captain Akram 
Khodabandeh in +72-kg weight in her 
first step beat Sara Al-Haaj, from Joran 
to face the host team Fafia Kash.

She also beat Kash to reach the final, 
there Uzbekistan’s Asut Lata beat her 
and Khodabandeh gained the silver 

medal.
Amir-Muhamad Bakhsi in -74-kg af-

ter gaining a rest lot in the first round, 
was faced with Dijil from Surinam and 
them Omar Al-Holu from Jordan, both 
of whom he beat to reach the final.

In the semi-final he also beat the Asian 
champion, Jasur Beik Jaisanvo from Uz-
bekistan and then Ahmad Bohlul from 
Palestine to win the games gold medal.

In 78-kg weight Ali-Reza Nadalian 
first knocked out Eslam Bazar from Pal-
estine, and then won Rajaov from Uz-
bekistan to reach the semi-final. In the 
semi-final he was faced with Rajabov to 
become a finalist.

Nasdalian in the final passed through 
Ayyub Basiri’s Moroccan dam to win 
the Iranian team’s last shining gold 
medal in taekwondo.
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Iranian Men, Women Stand 
1st in Table Tennis in Islamic 

Solidarity Games

Osasuna Stun Sevilla in Liga Opener

FILE - Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, wipes the sweat off during a 
training session at the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament 

in Madrid, Spain, on April 30, 2022.

Tamirat Tola

Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema warms up prior to the 
UEFA Super Cup football match between Real Madrid vs Eintracht 

Frankfurt in Helsinki, on Aug 10, 2022.


