
BEIJING (Xinhua) - Athletes 
from Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa will compete 
online at the 2022 BRICS Games, 
which are to be held from Septem-
ber 1 to 30, organizers announced.

The 2022 BRICS Games fea-
tures chess and Wushu (Chinese 
martial arts) as medal events and 
yoga, dragon and lion dance, 
dragon boat racing, Brazil jiu-
jitsu, sambo and dibeke as dem-
onstration events.

Gao Zhidan, director of China’s 
General Administration of Sport, 
expressed his belief that the 

BRICS Games will enhance soli-
darity and friendship, promote 
peace and development.

“I believe the 2022 BRICS 
Games will play a unique role 
in improving BRICS sports de-
velopment and promoting un-
derstanding and friendship in the 
BRICS sports community and 
among BRICS peoples, and con-
tribute to fostering high-quality 
partnership and embarking on a 
new journey of BRICS coopera-
tion through the power of sports,” 
Gao said in a speech posted on 
the Games’ official website.

TURIN (Reuters) - A trophyless 
2021-22 campaign set the alarm bells 
ringing at Juventus and despite an 
encouraging start to their rebuild 
with the capture of some marquee 
names, the 36-times Serie A cham-
pions could face a challenging road 
ahead.

The return of Massimiliano Al-

legri as Andrea Pirlo’s replacement 
had raised hopes of success last 
season but the Italian manager, who 
guided Juve to five successive titles 
in his first spell from 2014-2019, 
failed to turn things around and 
they finished fourth.

Allegri’s defensive-minded ap-
proach did not go down well with 

fans, who were also frustrated that 
the team faltered during games they 
had been dominating.

Victories in the Italian Cup and 
Super Cup finals would have pa-
pered over the cracks but Juve fell 
short in both, prompting the club to 
go in for a reset ahead of the new 
season which begins with the visit 
of Sassuolo on Aug. 15.

With Paulo Dybala heading to AS 
Roma, Juve re-signed French World 
Cup-winner Paul Pogba on a free 
transfer after his exit from Man-
chester United as well as Argentine 
Angel Di Maria following the end 
his spell with Paris St Germain.

But while Juve’s attack takes 
shape they face a tough task to re-
place the talismanic Giorgio Chi-
ellini and fellow central defender 
Matthijs De Ligt, who left for Los 
Angeles FC and Bayern Munich re-
spectively.

Allegri said in May that even 
big clubs like Juve could have bad 
seasons and that while they ended 
the campaign without a trophy for 
the first time since 2010-11 he was 
happy with their overall progress.

But he must quickly work out a 
way to get them firing on all cylin-
ders to avoid a third straight season 
outside the top three after league 
triumphs in the previous nine.

Their pre-season form suggests 
Juve are far from being the finished 
product, with a 2-0 win over Gua-
dalajara and a 2-2 draw with Bar-
celona followed by a 2-0 defeat by 
Real Madrid and a 4-0 hammering 
at the hands of Atletico Madrid.

“We have quality and the possibil-
ity of starting the league well, but 
we have to tighten up, add a nasty 
streak to our game. This defeat will 
do us good,” Allegri said after the 
Atletico game. 

HELSINKI (Reuters) - Champions 
League winners Real Madrid have 
outclassed Eintracht Frankfurt 2-0 
to clinch the UEFA Super Cup for a 
record-equalling fifth time and kick 
off their season with a trophy.

A first half goal from David Alaba 
and another from Karim Benzema 
in the 65th that lifted him to second 
in Real’s all-time scoring list with 
324 goals, wrapped up the title for 
the Spaniards.

Europa League winners Eintracht 
had offered some resistance in the 
first half and had chances to score 
but were eventually overrun by the 
Spaniards.

The win also means Real’s Carlo 
Ancelotti becomes the first coach to 
lift the trophy four times.

“Eintracht were very closed and 
we found it difficult to find our 
rhythm, but we did it well then,” 
the Real coach said.

“It’s difficult at the beginning of 
the season to be in top form but we 
now have won to start the season 
well.”

The Italian, who had named the 

same starting 11 that began their 
winning Champions League final in 
Paris in May, had special praise for 
captain Benzema, last season’s top 
scorer in the Champions League.

“He’s a very important player, a 
team leader,” he said. “If we’re here 
it’s largely due to his merits, he 
scored a lot of goals, he finished the 
season well, he scored a goal today 
and now he’s going for the Ballon 

d’Or award,” said Ancelotti.
Eintracht were without playmaker 

Filip Kostic who is close to a move 
to Juventus, but looked more dis-
ciplined than in their 6-1 loss to 
Bayern Munich last week in their 
Bundesliga season opener.

They also carved out the first 
chance of the game when Daichi 
Kamada broke clear but could not 
beat Real keeper Thibaut Courtois 

with his low drive in the 14th min-
ute.

Real responded three minutes later 
but Vinicius Jr’s effort was cleared 
on the line by Tuta. Eintracht keep-
er Kevin Trapp did well to palm an-
other Vinicius Jr effort wide.

The keeper, however, misjudged a 
cross in the 37th and was well out of 
position when Casemiro headed on 
for Alaba and the Austrian tapped in 
from close range for the lead.

Real stayed in control after the 
break, forcing another good save 
from Trapp in the 55th, knocking 
away a deflected Vinicius Jr shot 
before Casemiro rattled the cross-
bar with a shot from the edge of the 
box two minutes later.

The pressure eventually paid off 
when Vinicius Jr combined with 
Benzema -- the pair scored a com-
bined 111 club goals last season -- 
and the French forward slotted in 
to kill off any lingering Eintracht 
hopes of a first ever Super Cup title.

The win brought Real level with 
AC Milan and Barcelona who have 
also five Super Cup wins.

TORONTO (Reuters) — Ser-

ena Williams wore her game face 

when she stepped out into the 

stadium for her first match since 

telling the world she is ready to 

leave professional tennis.

Greeted by a standing ovation, 
the 23-time Grand Slam cham-
pion didn’t smile. She didn’t 
wave. She took a sip from a 
plastic bottle as she walked 
in. Some folks in the crowd 
captured the moment with the 
cameras on their cellphones. 
Others held aloft hand-drawn 
signs – oh, so many signs – with 
messages such as “Queen” or 
“Thank you.”

No one knows exactly how 
many more matches Williams 
will play before she puts her 
rackets away for good, and the 
40-year-old American exited 
the National Bank Open with a 
6-2, 6-4 loss to Belinda Bencic.

While there were some fa-
miliar fist pumps and yells of 
“Come on!” during competition, 
it was only afterward that Wil-
liams really allowed her feel-

ings to show, her voice shaking 
and her eyes welling during an 
on-court interview when Bencic 
ceded the spotlight.

“A lot of emotions, obvious-
ly,” Williams told spectators 
who offered her encouragement 
throughout the clear, 75-degree 
evening.

The second-round match at the 
hard-court tuneup for the U.S. 
Open came a day after she an-
nounced “the countdown has 
begun” on her playing career, 
saying she wants to have an-
other child and pursue business 
interests.

She did not state precisely 
what her last event will be, but 
did make it sound as if her fi-
nal farewell will come at the 
U.S. Open, which begins Aug. 
29 in New York. Williams has 
won the singles title at Flushing 
Meadows a half-dozen times – 
first in 1999; most recently in 
2014 – to go along with seven 
championships apiece at Wim-
bledon and the Australian Open, 
plus three at the French Open.

TEHRAN – Iran defeated 
Chinese Taipei 5-2 on the 5th 
day of the 2022 Indoor Asia Cup 
in Bangkok on Friday.

Nasim Mirzaei scored four 
goals and Elham Daei was on 
target for Iran in the match.

Iran had previously lost to 
Indonesia and Kazakhstan in 
Group B and defeated Paki-
stan.

Earlier on Thursday, Iran 
defeated Pakistan 9-1 on the 
4th day of the 2022 Indoor 
Asia Cup Bangkok.

Elham Daei (four goals), 

Zahra Rashidian (two goals), 
Sanaz Bahrami, Zeynab Ah-
madi and Nasim Mirzaei 
scored for Iran.

Iran had previously lost to 
Indonesia and Kazakhstan in 
Group B

The 2022 Women’s In-
door Hockey Asia Cup is the 
eighth edition of the Wom-
en’s Indoor Hockey Asia 
Cup, the biennial internation-
al women’s indoor hockey 
championship of Asia orga-
nized by the Asian Hockey 
Federation.

Iranian Wrestlers Win 5 Gold Medals 
at Islamic Countries Competitions

KONYA, Turkey - Iran’s free style wrestlers have grabbed five gold medals 

at the Konya 2021 Islamic Countries Solidarity Games in Turkey.

In the 5th edition of Islamic Solidarity Games 2021 underway, Konya, 
Turkey, Iran’s Ahmad Bazri defeated the Turkish wrestler Erhan Yaylacı 
on Thursday evening 7-1 and won the gold medal of the 92 kg weight 
category.

Bazri earlier defeated his Azerbaijani rival Osman Nurmagomedov 6-6 
and ascended to the finals.

Still, in the 125 kg weight category, Mahdi Hashemi defeated Salim 
Ercan of Turkey 8-0 and snatched the gold medal.

Hashemi also knocked out his Turkmen rival Seferov 10-0 earlier and 
ascended to the finals of the competition.

Serena Loses to Bencic in First 
Match of Farewell Tour 

Real Beat Eintracht 2-0 for Record-Equalling Fifth UEFA Super Cup Win

Juventus Hit Reset Button in Hope of Reviving Serie A Fortunes
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Iran’s Women’s Hockey 
Beat Chinese Taipei at 2022 

Indoor Asia Cup

2022 BRICS Games to Be Held Online in September

 Real Madrid’s Karim Benzema lifts the trophy as he celebrates with 
teammates after winning the European Super Cup .

Serena Williams in tearful farewell in Toronto


