
AL-QUDS (Dispatches) – The 
Zionist regime’s lawmakers voted 
overwhelmingly Wednesday to ad-
vance legislation to dissolve parlia-
ment and call an early election, after 
prime minister Naftali Bennett said 
his eight-party coalition was no lon-
ger tenable.

The cabinet has said it wants to 
fast-track parliament’s dissolu-
tion but the opposition led by ex-
premier Benjamin Netanyahu may 
attempt to derail the process, in a 
bid to form a replacement cabinet 
without the need for what would be 
the regime’s fifth election in less 
than four years.

Marking the first step in a series of 
votes before the formal disbanding 
of the government, the parliament 
voted unanimously in a preliminary 
reading of a bill to dissolve itself, 
which is expected to be finalized 
next week.

After the dissolution foreign min-
ister Yair Lapid will take over from 
Bennett on an interim basis under 
an existing agreement.

It came two days after Bennett 
announced his plan to disband the 
cabinet during a televised news 
conference.

Monday’s announcement comes 
after weeks of speculation that the 
coalition - the most diverse in the 
occupying regime’s history - was 
on the brink of collapse.

The regime is now set to hold a 

fifth general election in under four 
years.

An election could take place in 
late October, commentators say.

The regime held four inconclu-
sive elections between 2019 and 
2021, which were largely referen-
dums about Netanyahu’s ability to 
rule while on trial for corruption. 

The Gaza Strip-based Palestin-
ian resistance movement of Hamas 
welcomed the dissolution of the re-
gime’s embattled cabinet.

Hamas’ spokesman Fawzi 
Barhum made the remarks on Tues-
day after recurrent defections from 
Bennett’s ruling coalition forced 
him to submit the bill to dissolve 
the parliament.

“Disintegration of the Zionist re-
gime’s cabinet is a testament to the 
regime and its internal structure’s 
brittle and weak quality,” Barhum 
said.

Barhum said “the fall of the Israeli 
cabinet” was a sign of “our nation’s 
steadfastness and the resistance’s 
power to send the cabinet into dis-
array, break its will, and prevent the 
realization of its goals.”

Notwithstanding the predictions, 
Barhum said, whatever the com-
position of the regime’s next coali-
tion will be, it would not change 
Hamas’ principled stance of choos-
ing to put up resistance against it 
towards “complete restoration” of 
the Palestinian nation’s rights.

Thought for Today
He who is deserted by friends and relatives will 

often find help and sympathy from strangers.

Palestinian Inmate Ends 111-Day Hunger Strike ‘After Winning Release’
WEST BANK (Dispatches) – Palestinian detainee Khalil Awawde, 

who has been on hunger strike for 111 days, agreed to end his hunger 
strike on Tuesday, after reaching a deal with the Zionist regime au-
thorities of his release. However, according to the Palestinian High 
Commission for Prisoners’ Affairs, the regime authorities have not 
confirmed the date. Khalil, a father of four, was detained on 27 De-
cember 2021, and placed so-called in administrative detention – a 
policy that allows the regime authorities to detain Palestinians for a 
renewable period of six months without charge or trial.
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Hamas: Zionist Parliament Collapsed 
Due to Palestinian Steadfastness

ANKARA (Middle East Eye) – 
Jamal Khashoggi’s fiancée Hatice 
Cengiz on Wednesday called 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman a “murderer”, as she 
slammed his first visit to Ankara 
since the Saudi journalist’s assas-
sination at the hands of  Saudi 
agents in Istanbul in 2018. 

“His visit to our country 
doesn’t change the fact that he is 
responsible for a murder,” Cen-
giz said in a series of tweets.

“The political legitimacy 
he earns through the visits he 
makes to a different country ev-
ery day doesn’t change the fact 
that he is a murderer.”

The crown prince was due to 
visit Ankara later Wednesday, 
where he will meet Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, and is expected to discuss 
bilateral areas of cooperation 
such as investment, tourism 

and easing of a veiled embargo 
against Turkish goods since the 
assassination. 

The crown prince kicked off 
his regional tour on Monday 
with visits to Cairo and Amman.

The 59-year-old Washington 
Post columnist was killed inside 
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul 
in October 2018 in a gruesome 
murder that shocked the world.

In April, a Turkish court trans-
ferred the Khashoggi murder 
case to Saudi Arabia, which in-
volved 26 suspects linked to the 
assassination.

The case transfer opened the 
way for a rapprochement be-
tween Turkey and Saudi Arabia. 

Erdogan visited the kingdom 
soon after the court’s decision 
and met the crown prince, who 
the CIA says had given the order 
to kill Khashoggi.

Cengiz said in her statement 

that the international order left 
her alone in her fight for justice.

“None of the diplomatic en-
gagements would legitimize the 
unfairness and the injustice,” 
she said. “We have to continue 
to seek justice until every effort 
is futile. Ultimately, as an indi-
vidual who puts her faith in eter-
nal justice, I believe no crime 
goes unpunished.” 

An Istanbul judge, Nimet 
Demir, who opposed the trans-
fer of Khashoggi’s murder case 
to Saudi Arabia, was relocated 
on Sunday to work in southern 
Turkey, usually a workplace for 
junior judges.

Demir, the chief judge from 
Istanbul’s 12th High Criminal 
Court, said that she petitioned 
for her retirement after it was 
made clear to her that she was 
not going to be allowed to take 
leave. 

“I was trying to uphold de-
mocracy, human rights and free-
doms. This is something that 
would cause special attention 
under autocratic systems. And 
I’m a victim,” she told the Turk-
ish media. 

However, there remains a sec-
ond lawsuit in a U.S. federal 
court that was filed by Cengiz 
and the U.S.-based advocacy 
group Democracy for the Arab 
World Now (DAWN), which 
Khashoggi established and ran 
before his death.

The judge in the lawsuit in 
Washington DC has yet to rule 
whether the court has jurisdic-
tion. If he does, the lawsuit 
could open what one source 
described as a “Pandora’s box” 
of information, with the court 
potentially demanding that the 
crown prince give evidence in 
person. 

As MBS Visits Turkey
Khashoggi Fiancée: Saudi Crown Prince Still ‘Murderer’

Lawmakers attend a preliminary vote on a bill to dissolve the regime’s 
parliament and call an early election, at the Knesset, the occupying 

regime’s parliament, in occupied Al-Quds on June 22, 2022

RIYADH (Reuters) – The ongoing  
demolition of dozens of neighborhoods in 
the Saudi Red Sea city of Jeddah to enable 
redevelopment is violating human rights 
standards through forced evictions and a 
lack of compensation for foreign residents, 
a human rights group said.
The redevelopment plan is part of Vi-

sion 2030 launched by de facto ruler 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to 
modernize Saudi Arabia’s economy and 
society, entailing rebuilding of old cities 
and erecting new ones from scratch.
More than half a million Jeddah resi-

dents are impacted by the demolition of 
over 60 neighborhoods under the project, 
which began last October and has contin-
ued intermittently, Amnesty International 
said in a statement issued on Wednesday.

Saudi authorities announced in January 
a package of services, including provi-
sion of free housing, for Saudi nationals 
“whose homes are being dismantled in 
the slums and undeveloped neighbor-
hoods” of Jeddah.
Amnesty said the value of compensa-

tion was being set only after demolitions 
of buildings, and that the plan excluded 
foreign nationals who account for up to 
47% of the residents affected in Jeddah, a 
major Red Sea port and commercial cen-
ter.
It added official Saudi documents 

showed residents have been given a no-
tice period ranging from 24 hours in one 
neighborhood to between one and six 
weeks in other districts.
“A Jeddah Municipality document 

shows that project plans were finalized 
almost three years ago, yet the Saudi 
authorities failed to engage in a process 
of genuine consultation with residents, 
provide adequate notice and announce 
the amount of compensation and provide 
it to residents prior to the demolitions,” 
Diana Semaan, acting deputy director for 
the Middle East and North Africa, said in 
the statement.
She called on Riyadh to offer com-

pensation to all those affected without 
discrimination and ensure no one is left 
homeless after eviction.
Semaan added: “Beneath the progres-

sive, glitzy image that Saudi Arabia is try-
ing to present to the world lie horrid sto-
ries of abuses and violations. The world 
will not be fooled by sham fanfare.”

Rights Group: Jeddah Demolition 
Plan Discriminatory, Violates Human Rights

LONDON (MEMO) – Talks to 
boost trade by approximately $2 bil-
lion a year between members of the 
six Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states and the UK were under-
way on Wednesday in Riyadh but lit-
tle progress is expected on the major 
issue of human rights.

UK Trade Secretary Anne-Marie 
Trevelyan is in the Saudi capital 
where she will launch free trade ne-
gotiations with GCC states, made 
up of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qa-
tar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

The GCC trading block is the 
UK’s seventh largest export market, 
representing some $41 billion in 
annual bilateral trade. Demand for 
goods and services in the region is 
expected to grow by 35 percent to 
$981 billion by 2035, according to 
the UK.

A free trade deal is also expected 
to open the door to increased invest-
ment from the Persian Gulf, sup-
porting and creating jobs across the 
country.

However, negotiations will skirt 

around the issue of human rights. 
With the ongoing Saudi-led war in 
Yemen, the killing of journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi and the arrest and 
detention of political opponents, 
Riyadh’s record on human rights 
is a major source of concern, as is 
the UAE’s crackdown on dissidents, 
and the treatment of foreign workers 
across the GCC.

Trevelyan appeared to sidestep 
concerns over human rights saying 
that expressing any UK “anxieties” 
over the issue would remain the re-
sponsibility of the Foreign Office. 
But enhanced trade links would al-
low the UK to engage more effec-
tively on rights issues, she added.

Paul Nowak, deputy general secre-
tary of the Trades Union Congress 
(TUC), said the government should 
not “entertain” a deal without ad-
dressing reform. “The Persian Gulf 
states’ appalling record on human 
rights and workers’ rights is no se-
cret, and yet the government is rush-
ing into trade talks, no questions 
asked,” he is reported saying.

UK Sidesteps Human Rights 
as $2bn Trade Talks With 
Persian Gulf Underway

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – A 
Palestinian man has been martyred 
after being stabbed in the heart by a 
Zionist settler, the Palestinian minis-
try of health reported.

Ali Hassan Harb, 27, was pro-
nounced dead when he arrived at 
the Martyr Yasser Arafat Hospi-
tal in Salfit in the occupied West 
Bank, the health ministry said.

The victim’s uncle, Naim Harb, 
who was present at the scene of 
the incident when it occurred, told 
Middle East Eye that the family re-
ceived a call that a group of settlers 
was attacking the family’s land, 
which is adjacent to the illegal 
settlement of Ariel, and that they 
were dislodging a wooden house 
the family had built there.

Harb added that the family and a 
number of villagers - about 10, in-
cluding Ali - rushed to the land to 
defend it.

The settlers left when they saw 
them approaching but came back 
moments later accompanied by 

members of the settlement’s secu-
rity, who started shooting in the air. 
A Zionist soldier also arrived with 
them.

The settlers then resumed their 
attacks, assaulting the Palestinian 
men before suddenly one of the 
settlers approached Ali and stabbed 

him directly in the heart.
 “We heard that settlers came 

onto our land. We went there, me, 
Ali, and three others. When we got 
there we saw settlers,” said a Pales-
tinian resident under the condition 
of anonymity, Reuters reported.

 Other witnesses said security 

guards from the settlement started 
firing at the Palestinians, who were 
trying to reach the scene.

Both the Palestinian Authority 
and the Gaza-based Palestinian re-
sistance movement Hamas con-
demned the grisly murder.

The killing is “an extension of 
the dirty war waged by the settlers 
against our people” and a result 
of the Zionist regime’s policy that 
permits settlers “to practice orga-
nized terrorism,” Hamas said in a 
statement. 

Nearly 700,000 Zionists live in 
hundreds of illegal settlements 
built since the regime’s 1967 occu-
pation of the West Bank.

Settler violence against Palestin-
ians is a daily occurrence across 
the West Bank and elsewhere 
throughout the occupied territories.

B’Tselem, an Israeli rights group, 
has documented more than 600 
violent incidents by settlers against 
Palestinians since 2020, including 
nearly 200 physical assaults. 

Mourners carry the body of Ali Harb, who was stabbed to death by a 
Zionist settler, during his funeral in the northern West Bank village of 

Iskaka on June 22, 2022.

Zionist Settler Stabs 
Palestinian to Death


