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According to national television, Khodai 
was born in the northwestern town of Mi-
aneh, in East Azerbaijan province, in 1972.

His funeral was attended by IRGC chief 
Major General Hussein Salami and Quds 
Force commander Gen. Esmail Qa’ani.

Islamic Jihad in the besieged Gaza Strip 
said the assassination is reminiscent of what 
happened to Palestinian resistance leader 
Fat’hi Shaqaqi, who was fatally shot six 
times on October 26, 1995 in front of the 
Diplomat Hotel in Malta by a hit team com-
posed of two agents working for the Mossad 
spy agency.

The statement said terrorist attacks against 
the Islamic Ummah prove the criminal na-
ture of the Zionist regime and its allies as the 
sworn enemies of Muslims.

Ali Baqeri Kani, Iran’s deputy foreign 
minister, condemned in a tweet the assassi-
nation, saying the Islamic Republic will use 
all its international capacities to bring the as-
sassins to justice.
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 agreed to send more advanced weapons to 
Ukraine, including a Harpoon launcher and 
missiles to protect its coast, Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin told reporters.

And Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said that “low-level” 
discussion is underway on how the U.S. may 
need to adjust its training of Ukrainian forces 
and on whether some U.S. troops should be 
based in Ukraine.

The U.S. withdrew its few troops in 
Ukraine before the war and has no plans to 
send in combat forces. Milley’s comments 
left open the possibility troops could return 
for embassy security or another non-combat 
role.

The U.S. embassy in Kyiv has partially 
reopened and is staffing up again, and there 
have been questions about whether the U.S. 
will send a Marine security force back in to 
help protect the embassy or if other options 
should be considered.

Asked if U.S. special operations forces 
may go into Ukraine, which officials have 
insisted they are not doing yet, Milley said 
that “any reintroduction of U.S. forces into 
Ukraine would require a presidential deci-
sion. So we’re a ways away from anything 
like that.”

Speaking to Pentagon reporters, Austin de-
clined to say if the U.S. will send Ukraine 
high-tech mobile rocket launchers, which it 
has requested. But Austin said that some 20 
nations announced Monday that they will 
send new packages of security assistance to 
Ukraine, as its war with Russia reaches the 
three-month mark.

In particular, he said that Denmark has 
agreed to send a Harpoon launcher and 
missiles to Ukraine to help Ukraine defend 
its coast. Russia has ships in the Black Sea 
and has used them to launch cruise missiles 
into Ukraine. The Russian ships have also 
stopped all commercial ship traffic from en-
tering Ukraine ports.

“We’ve gained a sharper, shared sense of 
Ukraine’s priority requirements and the situ-
ation on the battlefield,” Austin told report-
ers at the close of the virtual meeting with 
the defense leaders. “Many countries are 
donating critically needed artillery ammuni-
tion, coastal defense systems and tanks and 
other armored vehicles. Others came for-
ward with new commitments for training.”

The U.S. and other countries have been 
training Ukrainian forces in nearby Euro-
pean countries.

Austin added that the Czech Republic re-
cently donated attack helicopters, tanks and 
rockets, and that Italy, Greece, Norway and 
Poland announced new donations Monday 
of artillery systems and ammunition.

“The nature of the fight, as you’ve heard 
us describe a number of times is ... really 
shaped by artillery in this phase,” said Aus-
tin. “And we’ve seen serious exchanges of 
artillery fires over the last several weeks.”

Austin said that during the virtual meeting, 
Ukraine officials made clear their security 
needs. And he said those are consistent with 
what has been identified in recent weeks — 
long-range artillery and rocket systems, ar-
mored personnel carriers and drones.

Milley provided the greatest detail to 
date on the increased U.S. presence in Eu-
rope since Russia launched its operation in 
late February. Last fall, there were roughly 
78,000 U.S. troops in the region, and that 
has gone up to 102,000 — including 24 sur-
face ships, four submarines, 12 fighter jet 
squadrons, two combat aviation units, and 
six Army brigade combat teams, along with 
their division and corps leaderships.
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The Metropol Building included two tow-

ers, one already built and the other under 
construction, though its bottom commercial 
floors had finished and already had tenants.

On Tuesday, an emergency official sug-
gested that some 50 people may have been 
inside of the building at the time of the col-
lapse, including people moving into its base-
ment floors. However, it wasn’t clear if that 
figure included those already pulled from the 
rubble. At least 39 people were injured, most 
of them lightly, officials earlier said.

An angry crowd at the site chased and beat 
Abadan Mayor Hussein Hamidpour imme-
diately after the collapse, according to the 
ILNA news agency and online videos.

Police later arrested Hamidpour and nine 
others, Iranian media reported Tuesday. Ini-
tially, authorities said the building’s owner 
and its general contractor had been arrested 
as well, though a later report from the judi-
ciary’s Mizan news agency said Tuesday that 
the two men had been killed in the collapse.  

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi offered 
his condolences and appealed on the local 
authorities to get to the bottom of the case. 
Iran’s vice president in charge of economic 
affairs, Mohsen Razaei, and Interior Minister 
Ahmad Vahidi visited the site. 

Lawmakers opened a separate parliament 
inquiry into the case Tuesday, trying to deter-
mine why the building on Amir Kabir Street 
collapsed during a sandstorm. However, 
there was no major earthquake recorded 
Monday near Abadan, some 660 kilometers 
(410 miles) southwest of Tehran.
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 and medicine, Raisi said Iran can be a 
good choice for Omani people in the field of 
health and medicine

“Despite U.S. threats and sanctions, the Is-
lamic Republic has made great headway in 
areas mostly affected by sanctions, such as 
the peaceful nuclear, medical, and defense 
industries,” the chief executive underlined.

Raisi said in addition to the use of foreign 
vaccines against the coronavirus, six Iranian 
companies produced the jabs, of which four 
companies took advantage of indigenous 
knowledge, and the vaccines are currently 
being exported.

“The Westerners and Americans aimed to 
stop Iran’s progress with sanctions, but ev-
eryone saw that the Americans themselves 
admitted to their disgraceful failure of the 
maximum pressure campaign,” he said.

Raisi also said, “Nuclear weapons have ab-
solutely no place in Iran’s doctrine, but we 
use peaceful nuclear energy for agriculture, 
medicine and the petrochemical industry.”

Mahmoud al-Said, for his part, referred to 
historical and brotherly relations between 
the two nations. “Development of relations 
between the two countries is the result of a 
mutual understanding between the leaders of 
Iran and Oman,” he said.

“Iran-Oman relations will not be limited 
to economic and trade relations and will in-
clude such major areas as political interac-
tions and cooperation,” he added.

The Omani deputy prime minister also 
lauded Iran as an ancient and historical 
country.

Since taking office in August, Raisi has 
emphasized the need for more trade and eco-
nomic cooperation with Arab countries in the 
Persian Gulf.

His administration has reached major 
agreements with Qatar while trade delegates 
have been dispatched to the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman in recent months to 
explore increased economic ties with those 
states.

Figures by the Iranian customs office show 
trade between Iran and Oman reached $1.3 
billion over the Persian calendar year to late 
March, a record high and an increase of 53% 
against the previous year.
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 friendly match between the national Irani-
an men’s football team and Canada in prepa-
ration for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar, 
stating that the sporting event must not be 
used as a political plaything.

“The match has been coordinated indepen-
dently by the football federations of the two 
countries, within the framework of the usual 
football training matches, and the Canadian 
Soccer Association has announced that it is 
determined to host this purely sporting event 
by preventing any political abuse by known 
anti-Iran groups,” Khatibzadeh said. 

“Unfortunately, contrary to the theatrical 
claims, the most athletic things seem to have 
become a plaything of partisan orientations 
and political partitioning within Canada. The 
negative stances and statements of the Prime 
Minister of Canada and some others indicate 
the predominance of a purely political and 
partisan view in all aspects of governance 
in Canada, and therefore the behavior of 
the Canadian authorities in public easily be-
comes a plaything of opposition and Irano-
phobic groups,” it said.

ISTANBUL (Bloomberg/Xinhua) – The 
Turkish currency plunged to 16.17 on Tuesday 
morning and lost over 1 percent of its value 
in 24 hours, signaling new price hikes in the 
upcoming month.

After surpassing the resistance level of 
16.00, one dollar stood at 16.09 Turkish li-
ras at 3:45 p.m. local time (1245 GMT). The 
currency has lost almost 60 percent of value 
against the greenback since 2021.

According to Murat Sagman, a portfolio 
manager and economist, the latest deprecia-
tion of the currency would trigger a new in-
flation wave in the upcoming period.

Sagman urged the central bank to raise 
interest rates at its meeting on Thursday to 
curb the losses in the currency.

Turkey’s inflation jumped at a monthly 
rate of 7.25 percent in April and 69.97 per-
cent from a year earlier, mainly driven by 
growing transportation, food, and energy 
prices.

In February, the Turkish government an-
nounced new economic measures to ease 
the economic burden on Turkish citizens 
against the increasing cost of living, includ-
ing raising the monthly minimum wage by 
50 percent to 4,250 liras. But the measures 
fall short to alleviate the economic suffering.

The Turkish economy has long been suf-
fering from a series of disruptions, including 
the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, 
which pushed food and energy prices even 
higher levels.

“Pressure on the lira is mounting,” said Per 
Hammarlund, chief emerging markets strate-
gist at SEB AB in Stockholm. He cited “persis-
tently high inflation, signs of slowing growth 
in Turkey and its main trading partners, and a 
disastrously misguided monetary policy.”

It’s a culmination of weeks of market tur-
bulence that ended a period of relative sta-
bility for the currency, helped by backdoor 
interventions and the introduction of state-
backed accounts that shield savers from lira 
weakness. The danger is that the currency 
might become more vulnerable still, with 
the central bank unanimously expected to 
hold interest rates again this week despite 
inflation soaring to the fastest in two de-
cades.

ISLAMABAD (AP) – The  
Taliban announced a deal Tuesday 
allowing an Emirati company to 
manage three airports in Afghani-
stan after the fall of the country’s 
U.S.-backed government. 

Under the deal, the Abu Dhabi-
based firm GAAC Solutions would 
manage the airports in Herat, Ka-
bul and Kandahar, the Taliban said. 
They held a news conference in 
Kabul in which they signed the 
deal with an individual they iden-
tified as a managing director for 
GAAC.

Ghulam Jelani Wafa, the Tali-
ban’s acting deputy transportation 
and civil aviation minister, signed 
the accord. Also on hand was Mul-

lah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the Tali-
ban-appointed deputy prime minis-
ter, who described the arrangement 
as renewing an airport ground-han-
dling agreement with the UAE.

However, the deal left more ques-
tions than answers, particularly 
as Qatar and Turkey had been in 
line to run the airports, though the 
deal apparently broke down over 
requirements on having their own 
security personnel on hand at the 
airports.

Qatar has already has agreed 
to represent the United States in 
Taliban-run Afghanistan follow-
ing the closure of the American 
Embassy in Kabul and withdrawal 
of all U.S. forces from the country 

in late August. Meanwhile, Qatar 
Airways had been running flights 
to evacuate American citizens out 
of Afghanistan since the takeover.

The Taliban did not discuss the 
deal’s terms with the UAE, which 
has had strained relations with both 
Turkey and Qatar in recent years 
though tensions have recently eased.

The agreement was reached “af-
ter long negotiations,” Baradar 
said, hoping that the development 
would encourage international in-
vestment in Afghanistan to ease the 
country’s “suffering.”

“This will open the door for oth-
er countries” to invest, he said at 
the signing, while adding that “all 
countries that are interested in in-

vestment in Afghanistan, we can 
guarantee their security,” he was 
quoted as saying.

During the chaotic evacuation of 
the U.S.-led foreign forces from 
the airport in Kabul last August, 
critical machineries such as radar 
and communications equipment 
were destroyed, forcing nearly all 
international commercial airlines 
to suspend flights to Afghanistan 
for more than nine months.

The handover of control of the 
facility to a company with the tech-
nological expertise to repair and 
operate an international airport 
could be the first step toward the 
resumption of foreign flights, re-
ports say. 

WEST BANK (Dispatches) 
– Zionist troops demolished on 
Tuesday an under-construction 
mosque in southern Qalqilya, re-
ported Wafa news agency.

The occupying regime es-
corted a bulldozer into the town 
of Arab al-Ramadin and razed 
the mosque to the ground. The 
mosque was located behind the 
illegal Separation Wall in the 
occupied West Bank.

The regime destroys Palestin-
ian-owned homes and structures 
on a daily basis across the occu-
pied West Bank.

According to local sources, 
the demolition activities are in 
preparation for the construction 

of new illegal settlement units.
The regime army justified the 

measure by claiming that the 
homes and buildings are located 
in ‘Area C’ of the occupied West 
Bank, which is under its military 
and administrative control.

Palestinians are prohibited 
from making any structural 
changes or building any new 
structures in Area C without an 
Israeli permit, which is almost 
impossible to obtain.

The move comes as Israeli 
human rights group Yesh Din 
– Volunteers for Human Rights 
– said in a new report that the 
odds of a Zionist trooper being 
prosecuted for harming Pales-

tinians, or their property is al-
most zero. 

Analysis of the data for the 
2019–2020 period shows that 
only two percent of complaints 
filed by Palestinians against Zi-
onist troops for abuse lead to 
prosecutions.

In 2019–2020 the Military Ad-
vocate General Corps (MAGC) 
charged with handling offenses 
involving troops who harmed 
Palestinians or their property 
in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, received a total of 273 
complaints regarding suspected 
offenses by troops against Pal-
estinians or their property.

Of those, the vast majority – 

72 percent – were closed with 
no criminal investigation. Some 
56 investigations were opened, 
just one-fifth of the total num-
ber of complaints made during 
this time period, for which a de-
cision on further action has been 
made.

Yesh Din says that there exists 
a deliberate policy of reducing 
the number of investigations 
being opened against Zionist 
troops and in the few investiga-
tions that are opened, the pro-
portion of investigations that 
yielded sufficient evidence and 
culminated in the prosecution 
of suspects remains extremely 
low.

MANAMA (Dispatches) – Hun-
dreds of Bahrainis have rallied in 
the island’s northwest in solidarity 
with the country’s most prominent 
Shia cleric, Sheikh Isa Qassim, and 
his cause for pro-democracy re-
forms in the kingdom.

The rallies took place on Mon-
day night in the village of Diraz, 
which used to house the cleric, 
the independent online newspaper 
Manama Post reported.

The participants held up placards 
and shouted slogans in support 
of the cleric, who is recognized 
by his supporters as the spiritual 
leader of the country’s 2011 revo-
lution.

The revolution saw the Bah-
rainis rising up against the ruling 
Al Khalifa regime’s decades-long 
hugely discriminatory policies 
against the country’s Shia Muslim 
majority.

Manama has been coming down 
hard on the demonstrations—that 
have continued to date—kill-
ing scores of people, imprison-
ing hundreds more, and stripping 
many, including Sheikh Qassim, 
of their Bahraini citizenship.

The participants in the Monday 

rally renewed their allegiance to 
Sheikh Qassim and the revolu-
tion’s martyrs.

They also marked the fifth anni-
versary of a 2017 sit-in outside the 
cleric’s residence. Security forces 
cracked down on that peaceful 
event, killing five people and ar-

resting at least 285 others.
Sayyed Majid al-Mashaal, the 

secretary of the country’s Muslim 
Scholars Council, addressed the 
rally, saying, “The martyrs sacri-
ficed their lives toward the real-
ization of their legitimate goals,” 
and vowing that the Bahraini peo-
ple would continue their path.

The al-Wefaq Islamic Society, 
Bahrain’s biggest opposition body 
that has been banned by the gov-
ernment, meanwhile, issued a 
statement on Twitter in commem-
oration of the “Diraz tragedy.”

The body denounced the govern-
ment’s “illegal massacre” and “re-
ligious cleansing” of the country’s 
Shia population, blasting “the 
absence of the rule of law” in the 
country and the “corrupt Bahraini 
judicature’s collaboration with the 
Al Khalifa regime” against the 
people of the faith.
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Bahrainis Rally in Solidarity 
With Top Spiritual Leader 

People rallying in support of Bahrain’s most prominent Shia cleric and the 
spiritual leader of the country’s revolution Sheikh Isa Qassim, in the north-

western village of Diraz, on May 23, 2022.

Taliban Sign Deal With UAE to Manage Airports

Turkish Lira Plunges to New Low, Signaling Fresh Inflation

Zionist Troops Demolish Mosque in Qalqilya


