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Ministry Rejects Reports
of Iran’s Willingness for
‘Compromise’

TEHRAN --

eign ministry has rejected

Iran’s for-
reports of the country’s
willingness to ‘‘compro-
mise” its stance in ongoing
indirect negotiations to re-
store the 2015 nuclear deal.
Foreign ministry spokes-
man Saeed Khatibzadeh
late Saturday that

Leader of the Islamic Rev-

said

olution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali
mention of compromise
to Qatar’s emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani,
Tehran earlier this month.
Ayatollah Khamenei told
the emir “we have always

Khamenei made no

when they met in

said the negotiations must
yield results, not waste
time”’, and ““the Americans
know what they need to do
regarding this”, Khatibza-
deh told the Tasnim news
website.

“It is very clear from the
context of the Leader’s
remarks that the ball is in
the U.S. court, which must
make wise political deci-
sions to fulfill its obliga-
tions,” he said.

The comments come af-
ter Qatar’s foreign min-
ister, Sheikh Muhammad
bin Abdulrahman Al Tha-
ni, was quoted as saying
in the German newspa-
per Handelsblatt that the
“Iranian leadership” had
for

expressed readiness

compromise concerning
“the Iranian nuclear file”.
Khatibzadeh suggested
a mistranslation of com-
ments may have occurred.
Qatar’s foreign ministry
on Sunday said the min-
ister was misquoted about
the ‘““‘compromise”
ments.

On Friday, Sheikh Tamim
expressed optimism dur-

com-

ing a press conference in
Germany that an agree-
ment can be reached in
Vienna, and reiterated Qa-
tar’s readiness to assist.

Majed Muhammad al-

Ansari, spokesman for
Qatar’s foreign
ministry, said on Saturday
that Doha is “‘very opti-

mistic”” about progress in

affairs

the talks to achieve ““peace
and stability in the Persian
Gulf region™.

“We hope an agreement
that satisfies all parties
and guarantees Iran’s right
to peaceful use of nuclear
energy will be reached as
soon as possible,” al-An-
sari said.

The talks to restore the
Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
as the deal
known, have stalled since

is formally

March as the two sides
have failed to agree on a
but
number of issues,

small consequential
includ-
ing a ‘“terror” designa-
tion against Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC). The U.S. unilat-
erally abandoned the deal
in 2018,

sanctions.

imposing harsh

The European Union’s
coordinator for the talks,
Enrique Mora, visited Teh-
ran earlier this month in an
effort to facilitate the talks.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hussein Amir-Abdollahi-
an and EU’s foreign poli-
cy chief Josep Borrell had
a phone call earlier this
week to discuss the state
of the talks.

“Important to get going,”
Borrell tweeted following
the call.
wait the more difficult it

“The more we

becomes to conclude ne-
gotiations.”

Kayhan

DOMESTIC NEWS

db Intermational

President Raisi Calls for
Rev1ew of Economnc Pohcles

President Raisi addresses the first privatization event in Tehran on Friday.

TEHRAN -- President Ebrahim
Raisi spoke at length about the econ-
omy at a gathering attended by hun-
dreds of experts and businessmen in
what was described as the first inter-
national privatization event in Iran.

Raisi said hard decisions to be
made which some people may not
agree with. He also focused on the
issue of privatization in Iran.

“Privatization does not mean
abandoning industrial units. It is
the beginning of the government’s
supervision on privatized compa-

For the past 15 years successive
governments have talked about pri-
vatization.

During the past years, hundreds
of workers of privatized companies
have protested to the privatization
process that has handed over many
government companies to well-
connected but often disinterested
and non-expert individuals who
only used the assets to take hefty
loans from government banks with
no intention to pay back.

Many of these companies includ-
ing the sugar mill at Haft Tappeh

and the heavy equipment factory in
Arak which used to be profitable in
the past are currently on the verge
of bankruptcy according to their
workers.

Raisi said on Saturday that privat-
ization empowers the private sec-
tor. He called for looking back and
reviewing the privatization process
that has taken place.

He said “fair and critical review
of the past is essential and in-
evitable,” so that lessons could be
learned, and corruption could be
prevented.
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IRGC Spokesman Gen. Sharif:
Iran Will Never Brook Zionist
Forces Near Borders
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TEHRAN -- The Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps

(IRGC) spokesman Brigadier
General Ramazan Sharif said
Sunday Iran will never toler-
ate deployment of Israeli fore-
es in bases near Iran.

The Zionists have officially
announced everywhere that
they are against Islamic Re-
public’s interests, General
Sharif said.

“They’ve said that they are
seriously after assassinating

our prominent figures and

identifying our bases,” he
stated.

In March, IRGC command-
er Major General Hussein
Salami warned the Persian
Gulf Arab states against the
threat that Israeli presence
poses to the security of the
region.
“Unfortunately, some re-
gimes to the south of the Per-
sian Gulf have established
political and security rela-
tions with the Zionist regime,

which poses a serious threat

to the security of the region

and especially those re-
gimes,” General Salami said
while referring to the security
situation in the Persian Gulf
region, the Strait of Hormuz
and the Sea of Oman.

“We explicitly declare and
warn that the continuation of
such relations are not accept-
able at all, and they should
know that the existence of
the evil Zionist regime eve-
rywhere is a cause of insecu-

rity,” he added.

hauled an F-14 fighter jet.

a period of three years.
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F-14 Jet Overhauled in Isfahan

TEHRAN -- Experts at the Iranian Air Force base in the central city of Isfahan have over-

The Air Force managed to overhaul an F-14 fighter jet, grounded for 18 years, Air Force
chief Brigadier General Hamid Vahedi said.
He said the overhaul on the aircraft was conducted in the Air Force’s base in Isfahan over

“Our enemies never thought we could overhaul this aircraft and use it after years, seeing
its very complicated maintenance,” General Vahedi said.
He said thousands of parts of the fighter plane were replaced or repaired during the pro-

“From A to Z of the repair and maintenance process was carried out by domestic experts
and we needed no help from any foreign company,” General Vahedi said.
Last year, experts at the Air Force base in northeastern Mashhad overhauled an F-5 bomber.
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( PRAYER TIMINGS )

Noon (Zohr) 13:01
Evening(Maghreb) 20:29
Dawn(Fajr)*“ Tomorrow” 05:54
Sunrise “Tomorrow” 04:13

 Foreign

Ministers of Iran,
India Review
Bilateral Ties

TEHRAN -- Iranian Foreign
Minister Hussein Amir-Abdol-

lahian has hailed good relations
between Tehran and New Delhi,
stressing the significance that
the Islamic Republic attaches
to the bilateral ties.

In a telephone conversation,
Amir-Abdollahian and his In-
dian counterpart Subrahman-
yam Jaishankar exchanged
views about the relations be-
tween the two sides as well
as major regional and interna-
tional issues.

The top Iranian diplomat
said cooperation between Iran
and India is in line with devel-
oping their all-out relations.

He also hailed consultations
between the two sides on re-
gional and international af-
fairs as an indication of grow-
ing ties.

The Indian foreign minister,
for his part, referred to the
good level of cooperation be-
tween Tehran and New Delhi
and expressed hope that their
bilateral ties will further grow
and deepen in different areas.

Jaishankar also invited his
Iranian counterpart to wvisit
India for talks with the South
Asian country’s senior offi-
cials, which was welcomed by
Amir-Abdollahian.

In their telephone conversa-
tion, the two foreign ministers
also discussed developments
in Afghanistan, Yemen, and
Ukraine as well as nego-
tiations on the revival of the
2015 Iran nuclear deal and an

end to anti-Iran sanctions.
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Army Says Fully Ready to Protect Iran’s Security

TEHRAN — The Iranian Army
on Sunday assured the nation of
its complete preparedness to pro-
tect the country’s security and
national interests.

In a statement released on the
occasion of the anniversary of
the liberation of Khorramshahr,

the armed hailed the vic-

tory as the symbol of unity and
solidarity of the armed forces in
safeguarding Iran’s security and
territorial integrity.

The statement described the
heroic event as a stellar model
of defending independence for
future generations.

Khorramshahr was a city in

southwestern Iran that had been
occupied by Iraq’s Ba’athist
army in the early 1980s under
former Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein.

Paying tribute to the martyrs of
the epic battle for the liberation
of Khorramshahr, the statement
assured that the Army forces

are fully ready to sacrifice their
lives for safeguarding the Islam-
ic establishment and protecting
Iran’s security and national in-
terests.

Iranian military and political
officials have repeatedly warned
the enemies about the dire con-
sequences of military action

against the Islamic Republic.

In remarks last month, the
commander of the Iranian Ar-
my’s ground force described
the Islamic Republic as the saf-
est country in the region, cau-
tioning the aggressors that any
stupid move will be dealt with
seriously.



