
ROME  (Xinhua) --  
Underdog Empoli have earned 
a shock 1-0 victory over Inter 
Milan at San Siro as Inter de-
fender Milan Skriniar’s red 
card proved costly.

Inter were coming off a Su-
percoppa win last week and 
entered into San Siro still 
without Marcelo Brozovic, 
while Empoli had kept a 
four-game unbeaten run.

Both sides created a couple 
of chances as Empoli’s Nico-
lo Cambiaghi’s angle drive 
was denied, while at the 
other end Federico Dimarco 
also saw his volley blocked.

Inter were cut to 10 players 
in the 40th minute as Skrin-
iar’s foot went high and ac-
cidentally caught Francesco 
Caputo’s head, receiving his 
second yellow card.

The Slovakian’s red card 
became a turning point as 

the away side broke the 
deadlock in the 66th minute 
when Tommaso Baldanzi 
unleashed a low strike at the 
edge of the box that went 
through Inter’s goalkeeper 
Andre Onana.

With the frustrating defeat, 
Inter still rank third with 37 

points, 13 points off leaders 
Napoli.

Elsewhere, Bologna tied 
with Cremonese 1-1 on 
home turf. The away side 
took the lead on David Oker-
eke’s penalty, but it was ru-
ined by his teammate Vlad 
Chiriches’ own-goal.

LONDON (Reuters) - Frank 
Lampard has been sacked as 
manager of Premier League club 
Everton, the club announced, af-
ter a poor run of form that has 
left the team in a relegation battle.

Lampard’s last game in charge 
was Saturday’s 2-0 league defeat 
at West Ham United, which kept 
Everton second-bottom of the table 
on 15 points after 20 games, above 
Southampton on goal difference, 
and two points adrift of the safety 
zone.

“Frank and his team’s commit-
ment and dedication have been 
exemplary throughout their time at 
the Club, but recent results and the 
current league position meant this 
difficult decision had to be taken” 
the club said in a statement.

“Everyone at Everton would like 
to thank Frank and his coaching 
staff for their service during what 
has been a challenging 12 months. 
We wish Frank and all his back-

room team well for their future in 
the game,” the club added.

Joe Edwards, Paul Clement, Ash-
ley Cole and Chris Jones have also 
left the Club. Alan Kelly will re-
main as goalkeeping coach.

The Merseyside team had been 
floundering under the former Eng-
land international, having last won 
a league game in October when 
they beat Crystal Palace 3-0 at 

home.
Lampard was appointed by Ever-

ton in January 2022 after he man-
aged Chelsea from 2019-2021 and 
Derby County in the second tier in 
2018-19.

The 44-year-old was sacked as 
Chelsea manager in January 2021, 
having returned to the west London 
club where he holds the goalscor-
ing record.

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Damian 
Lillard had 37 points and 12 assists, 
and the Portland Trail Blazers beat the 
San Antonio Spurs 147-127 on Mon-

day night to stop a three-game losing 
streak.

Jusuf Nurkic added 25 points and 
11 rebounds for the struggling Blaz-

ers, who had lost eight of their previ-
ous 10 games.

Keldon Johnson scored 20 points 
for the Spurs, who have lost seven of 
their last eight games and sit second-
to-last in the Western Conference 
standings, just above the Houston 
Rockets.

The high-scoring first half ended 
with the score knotted at 74. The Blaz-
ers started to pull away late in the third 
quarter, when Lillard hit a 3-pointer 
that gave them a 103-95 lead.

Rookie Shaedon Sharpe added a 3 
and then dunked to give the Blazers 
a 108-97 lead. Lillard made another 3 
from just inside Portland’s pinwheel 
logo at center court.

Portland led by as many as 24 points 
in the fourth quarter to run away with 

the win.
The Blazers rebounded from a loss 

to the Lakers on Sunday night, when 
they blew a 25-point halftime lead for 
a 121-112 loss.

Portland coach Chauncey Billups 
spoke to the team before the game 
against the Spurs. While not reveal-
ing details of the chat, he said he used 
the quote: “Adversity has a way of 
introducing a man to himself.”

Afterward, he praised the team for 
bouncing back.

The Blazers led 40-38 lead after the 
first quarter. Tre Jones’ driving layup 
put the Spurs up 57-53. But Lillard 
was fouled on a 3-point attempt with 
just over a minute left before halftime 
and hit all of them, giving the Blazers 
a 72-67 lead.

MELBOURNE (AFP) - Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas said he was “a 
different player” from the past 
after blasting into a fourth Aus-
tralian Open semifinal and a 
showdown with Karen Khacha-
nov.

The Greek third seed proved 
too powerful for unseeded 
Czech Jiri Lehecka on Rod La-
ver Arena, storming home 6-3, 
7-6 (7/2), 6-4 as he zeroes in on 
a maiden major title.

He will face the Russian 18th 
seed Khachanov for a place in 
his first Melbourne Park final, 
having crashed in the semis 
three times previously, includ-
ing in the past two years.

Russia’s Khachanov booked 
his place when American 

Sebastian Korda retired hurt 
with a wrist injury while trail-
ing 7-6 (7/5), 6-3, 3-0.

Asked afterwards if he felt 
differently from previous years 
and believes this could finally 

be his year, the 24-year-old Ts-
itsipas said: “I’m feeling great 
with my tennis. I don’t think I 
felt so good in a long time.

“I will definitely say yes to 
it. I’ve said it, I’m a different 

player, playing different. My 
mentality is different.

“When I’m out on the court, I 
don’t really think of negatives, 
to be honest. I just go out there 
and play the game.”

Tsitsipas, who will become 
world number one should he 
win the title, has thrived on the 
energy from the crowd in Mel-
bourne.

The city has a large Greek 
population, including some of 
his extended family, and he 
considers this his “home” tour-
nament.

Tsitsipas’s best Slam so far 
is reaching the French Open 
final in 2021, falling to No-
vak Djokovic in five sets after 
holding a 2-0 lead.

 KRONPLATZ (AFP) – Mikaela 
Shiffrin became the woman with the 
most alpine skiing World Cup wins 
after claiming Tuesday’s giant sla-
lom in Kronplatz to take her tally of 
victories to 83.

American star Shiffrin broke 
the record she shared with 
compatriot Lindsey Vonn after 
clocking a combined time of 
two minutes, 0.61 seconds over 
two runs in the Italian Dolo-
mites.

She made skiing history af-
ter beating giant slalom world 
champion Lara Gut-Behrami by 
0.45sec, with home hope Fed-
erica Brignone completing the 
podium 1.43sec off the pace.

After moving ahead of Vonn 
with her 18th giant slalom 
World Cup win it is now only 
a matter time of before the 
27-year-old breaks the overall 
record of 86 held by Ingemar 

Stenmark.
Swedish legend Stenmark 

dominated the men’s slalom 
and giant slalom disciplines for 
a decade from 1975 before re-
tiring in 1989, but barring phys-
ical problems he will surely be 
outdone by Shiffrin.

There are also two races this 
weekend at Spindleruv Mlyn 
in the slalom discipline from 
which 51 of her World Cup wins 
have come before the World 
Championships in Courchevel 
and Meribel next month.

Shiffrin’s historic triumph 
also allowed her to move top of 
the giant slalom standings, 49 
points ahead of Italian Marta 
Bassino who finished 10th.

She extended her lead her on 
closest rival Petra Vlhova at 
the top of the overall standings 
to 556, as a fifth crystal globe 
looks increasing likely.

TEHRAN – Fédération  
Internationale de Volleyball 
(FIVB) announced that the Iranian 
Men Sitting Volleyball team with 
4,500 points is still ranking first in 
the world.

The team is one of the dominant 
forces in on the court worldwide. 
In foreign media, team Iran is col-

loquially known as dream team of 
sitting volleyball.[1] 

Bosnia and Herzegovina with 
3,920 points and Brazil with 
3,673 points ranked second and 
third respectively.

Egypt, Germany, China, Ka-
zakhstan, the USA, Ukraine, and 
Croatia ranked fourth to tenth.

Iran Table Tennis Player 
Gets Silver in France

TEHRAN – The Iranian athlete Faraz Shakiba has bagged a silver 

medal at the 2022 ITTF World Hopes Week & Challenge in France.

Iran’s teenager defeated opponents from the Philippines, USA, 

Spain, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Kazakhstan, Egypt, and New Zea-

land.

Shakiba conceded defeat against his Italian rival in the final.

Earlier, Iran’s sportswoman Vania Yavari snatched a bronze med-

al at the sporting event.

The Hopes Program is the ITTF High Performance & Devel-

opment department’s talent identification program, which unites 

players and coaches from across the globe.

Shiffrin Sets New Women’s 
World Cup Win Record

Tsitsipas Powers Into Australian Open Semifinals

Blazers Beat Spurs 147-127 in NBA

Portland Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard (0) dunks over San 
Antonio Spurs forward Zach Collins (23) during the second half of an 

NBA basketball game in Portland, Ore., Monday, Jan. 23, 2023. 

Struggling Everton Sack Manager Lampard
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