
TEHRAN – The Iranian capital 
Tehran has held its main public Fri-
day prayer service for the first time 
in 20 months, after it was halted 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Organizers said beforehand that 
all health protocols would be fol-
lowed to protect the worshippers 
during the ceremony at Tehran Uni-
versity. Iran’s National Coronavi-
rus Taskforce, which had ordered 
a halt to the prayers, authorized its 
resumption.

Public Friday prayers have been 
underway in other cities, especially 
in smaller towns across the coun-

try since the summer. Individual 
mosques have been free to hold 
normal services since early Octo-
ber.

Tehran’s communal Friday prayer 
was halted for 20 months over the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Iran has accelerated vaccination 
programs for its 80 million people 
in recent weeks. Nearly 27.6 mil-
lion Iranians have received their 
second shots, compared to some 
seven million when President Ebra-
him Raisi formed his administra-
tion in late August.

The Friday prayers come as Teh-

ran hosts over 400 Muslim scholars 
and religious leaders for a meeting 
known as the International Islamic 
Unity Conference.

The speakers have called for unity 
among various Islamic sects, de-
scribing it “the strongest weapon in 
our hands.”

Addressing worshipers before the 
main sermon of the Friday prayers, 
Sheikh Ghazi Yusuf Hanina, chair-
man of the Assembly of Lebanese 
Muslim Scholars, thanked Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei for support-
ing the Lebanese people in the fight 

against Takfiri terrorists as well as 
the Zionist regime and the U.S.

He said religious differences must 
not be the cause of discord among 
Muslims.

Pointing to the Islamic Unity 
Week, Sheikh Yusuf Hanina said 
the late founder of the Islamic Rev-
olution, Imam Khomeini, picked 
the birth of Prophet Mohammed 
(PBUH) for the occasion so as to 
create unity among all Muslims.

The Islamic Unity Week refers to 
a ceremony held every year both by 
Sunnis and Shias between two dates 
of the birthday of Prophet Moham-
med, one of which is narrated by 
Sunnis and the other by Shias.

This year, the event coincided 
with the first Friday prayers in Teh-
ran since the spread of COVID-19 
across the country in early 2020.

“One of the challenges of the 
Muslim Ummah (community) is 
the need to create unity in taking 
positions and among the people,” 
Sheikh Yusuf Hanina told worship-
pers, stressing that “the strongest 
weapon in our hands is the unity of 
all Muslims.”

Hinting at plots hatched by the 
enemies of Islam, in particular the 
U.S. and the Zionist regime, to sow 
discord in the Muslim community, 
the Lebanese cleric said Muslims 
need to get united so as to be able to 
fight internal and external enemies.

He said the U.S., Zionists and mu-
nafiqeen (hypocrites) attempted in 
vain to sow religious discord in Leb-
anon, adding that “from the north
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Gallup: 7 in 10 Iranian Adults Back Raisi

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Over seven in 10 Iranian adults 
have approved of President Ebrahim Raisi’s job perfor-
mance shortly after he took office from his predecessor 
amid the pandemic-induced health crisis and various 
challenges in the country, according to a new Gallup poll.

The poll published by the American research company 
on Thursday said 72% of Iranians expressed approval of 
the job Raisi is doing just three weeks after taking office 
in August, a sharp increase from 32% approval for former 
President Hassan Rouhani in 2020.
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Iran UN Envoy Warns of Zionist Regime’s Destabilizing Policies

NEW YORK (Dispatches) – Iran’s envoy to the United 
Nations urged the international community and the UN 
Security Council to hold the Zionist regime accountable 
for its destabilizing policies and illegal practices in the 
Middle East which threaten international peace and se-
curity.  In an address to a meeting of the Special Politi-
cal and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) 
of the UN General Assembly on Thursday, Majid Takht 
Ravanchi lashed out at the Zionist regime for threatening 
international peace and security.
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Muslim worshippers attend the first Friday prayers in Iran’s capital, Tehran, on October 22, 2021 since the 
spread of COVID-19 across the country in early 2020. 
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Tehran Holds First Friday Prayers in Almost 2 Years

BEIJING (Dispatches) – United 
States officials said on Friday Chi-
na’s achievements in artificial in-
telligence and a range of advanced 
technologies could eventually give 
Beijing a decisive military edge and 
possible dominance over healthcare 
and other essential sectors in the 
U.S.

The warning by National Coun-
terintelligence and Security Center 
comes as national security agen-
cies under President Joe Biden’s 
administration are making an ag-
gressive public push against China, 
which some officials have called 
the greatest strategic threat to the 
U.S. The Biden administration has 
simultaneously tried to ease some 
tensions with Beijing that date 
from the administration of former 
U.S. president Donald Trump and 
seek common ground on trade and 
climate change.

Beijing has repeatedly accused 
Washington of fearmongering 
about its intentions and attacked 
U.S. intelligence for its assess-

ments of China, including allega-
tions that Chinese leaders have 
withheld critical information about 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Under President Xi Jinping, the 
Chinese government has stated its 
goals to create profitable technolo-
gies in robotics and other fields in 
plans known as “Made in China 
2025”. 

The U.S.’s National Counter-
intelligence and Security Center 
director, Michael Orlando, told 
reporters in a rare briefing that the 
U.S. might lose ground to China in 
several key areas: artificial intelli-
gence, autonomous systems, quan-
tum computing, semiconductors 
and biotechnology.

Orlando declined to say whether 
the U.S. should enact tougher re-
strictions or outright bans on Chi-
nese investment in certain sectors, 
saying his role was not to suggest 
policy.

The remarks come amid height-
ened tensions between Washington
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TEHRAN – The winners of the 
2021 Mustafa Prize were presented 
with awards at a ceremony  held at 
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on Thursday.

Five Muslim scientists were 
awarded as the laureates of the 
4th edition of Mustafa Prize.

Cumrun Vafa from Iran, M. Za-
hid Hasan from Bangladesh, Mo-
hamed El. Sayegh from Lebanon, 
Yahya Tayalati from Morocco, 
and Muhammad Iqbal Choudhary 
from Pakistan were picked out as 
recipients of the prize.

The Mustafa Prize is awarded 
in four categories of informa-
tion and communication science 
and technology, life and medical 
science and technology, nanosci-
ence and nanotechnology, and all 
areas of science and technology.

Cumrun Vafa and Zahid Hasan 
shared the Mustafa Prize in ‘All 
Areas of Science and Technol-
ogy’ section. 

Harvard University professor 
from Iran, Cumrun Vafa, was 
awarded the Mustafa Prize for his 

work “F-Theory.”
“I present this Prize to the 

Foundation for Supporting Fun-
damental Sciences that is now 
being established in Iran by my 
colleagues,” Vafa said, adding 
“I hope this initial investment 
attracts more investments for 
helping the development of basic 
sciences in Iran and the regional 
countries.” 

Zahid Hasan is a Bangladeshi 
professor of Princeton University 
who won the Mustafa Prize for 
“Weyl fermion semimetals.”

“This achievement is the out-
come of my research for more 
than 15 years,” Hasan said in his 
speech.

Mohamed H. Sayegh, Muham-
mad Iqbal Choudhary, and Yahya 
Tayalati were the other prize win-
ners from Islamic countries.

Mohamed H. Sayegh from Leba-
non received the Mustafa Prize for 
“Novel Therapies to Improve Renal 
and Cardiac Allograft Outcomes,”
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U.S. Intelligence: China Could 
Dominate AI, Gain Military Edge

Five Muslim Scientists Awarded 
Prestigious Mustafa Prize

By: Seyyed Ali Shahbaz
     
“It is He Who has sent His Prophet with guidance and the true religion that He may 
make it prevail over all religions, and Allah suffices as witness.” (Holy Qur’an 48:28)
Tomorrow, the 17th of Rabi al-Awwal, is that grand day in the history of Planet Earth 
when God decreed the physical birth of the first-ever creation – a being of celestial light, 
more ancient than not just the galaxies and the planetary systems containing resplendent 
stars and suns, but also more superior to the angels and cherubim, including Archangel 
Gabriel, who were all created well after him.
Those in doubt are advised to read the Holy Qur’an more thoroughly and with an insight 
supported by the light of faith, in order to understand the Divine Words about the Last 
and Greatest Messenger who was entrusted with the universal mission of Islam for all 
mankind and for all time:
“We have not sent you but as Mercy unto the creation.” (21:107)
Such words were not used by the All-Wise Creator regarding the mission of any other 
Prophet, since their missions time-bound and geographically-confined.
That was the reason the Prophets of the past had prophesied the coming of the Master 
of all Divine Messengers – predictions whose traces remain in the sacred texts of all 
religions despite the tampering of interpolators over the millenniums.
The Qur’an has preserved examples of such prophecies, like the prayer of Prophet 
Abraham (AS) and the tidings of the Virgin-born Messiah to his followers:
“O Children of Israel! Indeed I am the Prophet of Allah to you, to confirm what is 
before me of the Torah, and to give the tidings of the Prophet to come after me, whose 
name is Ahmad.” (61:6)
Now we understand the Divine Promise to make the truth of Islam prevail over all 
religions – creeds that divided humanity into sects and cults by changing the contents of 
the Heavenly Scriptures and coining of weird beliefs, such as Paul the Hellenized Jew’s 
transformation of Prophet Jesus (AS) into godson.
It was for this reason that the Seal of Messengers was born in the full limelight of history 
in Mecca, in the morally virtuous family of the monotheist Bani Hashem clan descended 
from Prophet Abraham’s (AS) firstborn son, Prophet Ishmael (AS).
Thus, the anniversary of this blessed day is an occasion to celebrate as a God-pleasing 
duty for every true Muslims, since Divine Providence decreed that this was no ordinary 
birth.
As a matter of fact, as history bears testimony Prophet Muhammad’s (SAWA) birth 
was preceded by and accompanied with miracles, such as the Divine Wrath that struck 
the elephantine hordes of Abraha the Abyssinian governor of Yemen who intended to 
destroy the holy Ka’ba.
It would be repetitive to say the idols installed in Abraham’s monotheist edifice, the holy 
Ka’ba, by the pagan Arabs crashed headlong on the night of his birth.
In Ctesiphon (Mada’en – Iraq), a crack appeared in the main arch of the palace of the 
Sassanid King of kings (Shahenshah), Anushirvan, while fourteen parapets fell to the 
ground from atop the royal residence. In interior Iran, the sacred fire kept burning for 
centuries in the main Zoroastrian temple suddenly died down.
Similar miracles were witnessed in far off China, as well as in India and in the Roman 
Empire spread across Europe and North Africa – heralding the birth of the deliverer of 
mankind.
Perhaps the skeptics, including the so-called Muslims who frown upon the birthday 
celebrations of the Greatest Prophet may say Islam has failed to prevail over all 
religions and moreover there are differences about the date of his birth anniversary 
as well as jurisprudential matters. In addition, Islam today in non-Muslim countries 
is depicted as the creed of cutthroats, of mass murderers, of cannibalistic terrorists, of 
jihadi rapists, and the like.
This deliberate distortion of facts warrants us to scientifically probe the exemplary life 
of the Best of Creation; the dynamic legacy he left, and for whom, and did those who 
claim to be the political representatives of the Prophet of peace, follow his advice and 
formula for unity, especially the following hadith:
“I am leaving behind among the you the Thaqalayn (Two Weighty Things); the Book 
of God (Qur’an) and my progeny the Ahl al-Bayt; hold fast to them and you will not 
go astray, for the two never separate with each other even when they return to me at 
the Fountain (of Kowthar on Resurrection Day).”
The answer is obvious. The caliphate was hijacked, and any usurper, whether of the past 
when military power subdued lands from Spain in the west to the borders of India and 
China in the east, or of our own times when terrorists masquerade as Muslims, cannot 
make any deviant ideology prevail over other religions.
This means, God’s Promise of Islam’s peaceful prevailing over all creeds will only be 
fulfilled when the Master of the Affairs are the Legitimate and Divinely-designated 
successors of the Messenger of Mercy.
For this reason, Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) had said without mincing words – as 
recorded in the hadith compilations of our Sunni brethren as well – the world will 
not end until my descendent (Imam) Mahdi (AS) will appear to establish the global 
government of peace and justice by ending corruption and oppression.
As for the actual date of his birth, this is not a matter of contention, as was wisely 
resolved by the Father of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini in 1979, when he 
designated the Islamic Unity Week to bridge the 12th and 17th span.  
Moreover, reason says we should refer to family accounts, since narrations from those 
who had witnessed the events at the birth of the Seal of Messengers, and passed them 
down from father-to-son, are more reliable than the hearsay of companions he acquired 
at the age of 40 and after, or the wives he had to marry out of social necessity as a 53-
year old widower in the last ten years of his life.
Thus, according to Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS), his dearest cousin, ward, son-in-law, 
and Divinely-designated Vicegerent who was personally groomed by the Prophet almost 
a decade before proclamation of the universal mission of Islam, the following Ayah 
was heard from a voice emanating from the sky at sunset, while the idols installed by 
the pagan Arabs in and around, the supreme edifice of monotheism built by Prophet 
Abraham, fell headlong to the ground.
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Heartiest Felicitations on Prophet Muhammad’s (SAWA) Blessed Birthday


