
TEHRAN — Iran’s judiciary 
chief won the country’s presiden-
tial election in a landslide victory 
Saturday. Final results showed 
Ebrahim Raisi won 17.9 million 
votes in the contest, dwarfing those 
of the race’s reformist candidate.  

Mohsen Rezaei won 3.4 million 
votes and reformist Abdolnasser 
Hemmati got 2.4 million, said 
Jamal Orf, the head of Iran’s In-
terior Ministry election headquar-
ters. The race’s fourth candidate, 
Amirhussein Ghazizadeh Hash-
emi, had around 1 million votes, 
Orf said.

Congratulations poured in even 
before official results were an-
nounced. Iran’s outgoing Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said his 
successor had been elected in the 
previous day’s vote, without nam-
ing Raisi.

“I congratulate the people on 
their choice,” said Rouhani. 
“My official congratulations will 
come later, but we know who 
got enough votes in this election 
and who is elected today by the 
people.”

The only reformist in the race, 
former central bank governor Ab-
dolnasser Hemmati, also tweeted 
his congratulations to Raisi.

“I hope your administration pro-
vides causes for pride for the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, improves 
the economy and life with com-
fort and welfare for the great na-
tion of Iran,” he wrote.

The other two principlist candi-
dates -- Rezai and Ghazizadeh-
Hashemi -- explicitly congratu-

lated Raisi.
On Twitter, Rezaei praised 

Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
and the Iranian people for taking 
part in the vote.

“God willing, the decisive elec-
tion of my esteemed brother, Aya-
tollah Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi, 
promises the establishment of a 

strong and popular government 
to solve the country’s problems,” 
Rezaei wrote.

“I congratulate ... Raisi, elected 
by the nation,” Ghazizadeh-Hash-
emi said. 

Balloting came to a close at 
2.a.m. Saturday, after the gov-
ernment extended voting to ac-
commodate crowding at several 

polling places nationwide. Paper 
ballots, stuffed into large plastic 
boxes, were to be counted by hand 
through the night, and authorities 
said they expected to have initial 
results and turnout figures Satur-
day morning at the earliest.

 Ayatollah Khamenei praised the 
“epic” turnout in the election, say-
ing the “great” winners of the key 

vote are the people themselves, 
whose iron will was broken by 
neither the pandemic nor attempts 
at frustrating them.

In a message addressed to the 
Iranian nation on Saturday, the 
Leader thanked the people for 
turning out en masse in the June 
18 elections to choose a new pres-
ident and representatives to the 

city and village councils and said 
their “epic, passionate participa-
tion” added “a new shining page 
to their honors.”

“Among the factors that could 
have each diminished participa-
tion in the elections, pleasant 
scenes of your gatherings at poll-
ing stations countrywide were a 
clear sign of your iron will, hope-
ful heart, and vigilant eyes,” the 
Leader said.

“The great winner of the elec-
tions yesterday was the Iranian 
nation, which stood up once again 
in the face of the propaganda 
campaign waged by the enemy’s 
mercenary media and temptations 
of the ill-wishers and showed off 
its presence in the heart of the po-
litical field,” he added.

Ayatollah Khamenei said noth-
ing could break the Iranian na-
tion’s will and hamper the elec-
tion; neither complaints about 
livelihood issues, nor threats of 
the outbreak, nor the propagat-
ing opposition which had started 
from months before to frustrate 
the people, nor the irregularities 
that briefly disrupted voting in the 
early hours of the election day.

The Leader thanked the nation 
and the institutions in charge of 
holding, overseeing, and provid-
ing security to the elections.

Ayatollah Khamenei offered 
congratulations to the nation for 
its victory in the elections besides 
those elected by the people. He 
also advised the president-elect and 
those elected to represent people 
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Raisi Vows to Make Good on Campaign Pledges 

TEHRAN -- President-elect Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi late Sa-
truday lauded the “historic” and “passionate” turnout in 
the June 18 election, which he won overwhelmingly, vowing 
to make good on his campaign pledges and work to form 
an “active, revolutionary, and anti-corruption” administra-
tion.

“Yesterday, the world once again witnessed a great epic 
created by an upstanding nation, which opened a new page 
in modern history before itself with faith, insight and soli-
darity,” Raisi said in a statement, hours after he was de-
clared winner of Iran’s 13th presidential election. 
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Fears of Coup: Ex-Officers Reject Castillo’s Win 

LIMA (Dispatches) -- A group of retired Peruvian officers have 
called on the country’s military to refuse to recognize the project-
ed victory of socialist candidate Pedro Castillo in the presidential 
election unless vote fraud allegations are fully investigated.

The move appears to be a prelude to a Washington-orchestrated 
military coup similar to the one in neighboring Bolivia.

The plea was made in a letter that bore the names of at least 80 
retired military personnel and arrived at the general headquar-
ters of Peruvian armed forces on Friday.

The signatories appealed to military chiefs to “act rigorously” 
(Continued on Page 7)

President-elect Ebrahim Raisi waves to his supporters during a campaign rally at a stadium in northwestern city of Tabriz.

TEHRAN -- Iran on Saturday 
summoned the British ambas-
sador to strongly protest “riot-
ous and terrorist” acts against 
Iranian expatriates attacked at 
polling stations set up in the UK 
for the presidential election in the 
Islamic Republic.  

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh said Robert 
Macaire was summoned over 
problems caused for Iranian vot-
ers in a number of British cities, 
including London and Birming-
ham, where videos of a crying 
female voter being attacked by a 
group generated a wave of out-
rage among Iranians.   

The British ambassador, Khat-
ibzadeh said, was notified of 
Iran’s strong protest to the UK 
for allowing “counterrevolu-
tionary terrorist elements and 
those opposing democracy” to 
insult voters and executive per-
sonnel.

The envoy was also told that 
the British government and po-
lice have failed to fulfill their 
duties to ensure security at poll-

ing stations for Iranian voters, 
the spokesman added.

Macarie was reminded that 
“democracy will be realized at 
the ballot boxes and not in the 
moves of a few number of riot-
ers on the streets,” Khatibzadeh 
said.

Iran also conveyed its strong 
criticism of “the adventurous 
and divisive performance of 
the Persian-language media 
based in Britain, including BBC 
Persian and Iran International, 
which tried to promote a boycott 
of the election, encourage peo-
ple to attend street protests and 
disrupt the process of the elec-
tion through their programs and 
their method of covering news 
reports”, Khatibzadeh said.

“It was also emphasized that 
such measures that run counter 
to democracy and which en-
courage riotous moves will be 
etched in the memory of Iranian 
people.”

Iran’s chargé d’affaires and 
deputy head of the mission to 
the UK, Mehdi Husseini Matin, 

said Saturday that three people 
have been arrested so far after 
the attack by foreign-backed 
terrorists on the female Iranian 
voter in Birmingham.

In a tweet, he said Iran’s mis-
sion is in contact with the wom-
an and his family who were in-
jured in the assault, saying the 
terrorists are still threatening 
them.

“The Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s embassy in London will 
seriously pursue the case,” the 
diplomat emphasized.

On Friday, millions of Irani-
ans went to the polls inside the 
country and abroad to elect a 
successor to President Hassan 
Rouhani, who has served two 
four-year terms.

Some reports said counter-
revolutionary elements, who 
had gathered outside Iranian 
diplomatic missions in the UK, 
Australia and New Zealand, 
attacked the people who had 
turned out for the vote.

In post on its Twitter account 
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Viewpoint

Epic Elections, Real Big Winners

LONDON (Dispatches) -- Human 
rights activists have warned that Saudi 
authorities plan to execute dozens of 
teenagers from the kingdom’s Shia-pop-
ulated Qatif region in Eastern Province 
over their participation in peaceful anti-
regime protests.

Even though Saudi officials 
claimed last year to have halted the 
practice of executing people for 
crimes committed as a minor, the 
activists said, more than 40 teenag-
ers face death penalty only because 
they took part in pro-democracy 
rallies in 2011, the Saudi Leaks 
news website reported.

The report comes less than a 
week after Saudi Arabia executed 
young Shia Muslim man Mustafa 
bin Hashim bin Issa al-Darwish, 
26, who was convicted on charges 
stemming from his participation in 
an anti-regime protest as a minor.

Darwish was arrested in May 
2015 and charged with protest-
related offences, many of which 
occurred when he was 17. He was 
executed on June 15 in Dammam, 
a statement from the Saudi Minis-

try of Interior read.
Reprieve and Amnesty Inter-

national said his confession was 
obtained under duress and that he 
recanted his confession, which he 
said was obtained through torture, 
in court.

Eastern Province has been the 
scene of peaceful demonstrations 
since February 2011. Protesters 
have been demanding reforms, 
freedom of expression, release of 
political prisoners, and an end to 
economic and religious discrimina-
tion against the oil-rich region.

The protests have been met with 
a heavy-handed crackdown by the 
regime. Security forces have in-
creased security measures across 
the province.

Over the years, numerous execu-
tions of Shia Muslims involved in 
protests have been carried out.

In 2019, Saudi Arabia executed 
37 citizens, of which 34 were iden-
tified as Shia, in a mass execu-
tion for alleged terrorism-related 
crimes. In 2016, the kingdom exe-
cuted 47 people in one day also for 

terrorism-related crimes. Among 
those executed was prominent Shia 
cleric Nimr al-Nimr, whose death 
sparked protests from Pakistan 
to Iran. Saudi-Iran ties have not 
recovered and the kingdom’s em-
bassy in Tehran remains shuttered 
since then.

Amnesty International said al-
Darwish, who was arrested when 
he was 20, was placed in solitary 
confinement, held incommunicado 
for six months and denied access 
to a lawyer until the beginning of 
his trial two years later by the spe-
cialized criminal court in Riyadh, 
established to try terrorism cases.

The supreme court upheld al-Dar-
wish’s death sentence. Amnesty In-
ternational said his case was then 
referred to the presidency of state 
security, which is overseen directly 
by the royal court and over which 
Crown Prince Muhammad bin 
Salman wields immense power. 
The Saudi monarch, King Salman, 
ratifies executions, most of which 
are carried out by beheading.
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Report: 40 Shia Teens Face 
Execution in Saudi Arabia 


