
MADRID (AFP) - Spain have set up a “parallel” squad of 17 reserves for 
Euro 2020 who may have to play if the Covid-19 infections among its players 
spread, team management said on Wednesday.

In a decision announced just hours after Spain defender Diego Llorente 
became the second player to test positive for Covid-19, the Spanish foot-
ball federation (RFEF) announced in a statement posted on its website 
that it was setting up a “parallel bubble”.

The RFEF said it had called in 11 players to join six backups who were 
already acting as cover for the coronavirus-hit first-choice squad.

Captain Sergio Busquets tested positive on Sunday, just a week before 
Spain open their Euro campaign on Monday, playing Sweden in Group E 
in the southern city of Seville.

Sweden’s Euro 2020 squad has also been hit by infections, with two 

players, star forward Dejan Kulusevski and midfielder Mattias Svanberg, 
testing positive, its federation said Tuesday.

Since Busquests tested positive, Spain’s entire Euro squad has been in 
isolation.

The 11 newcomers were part of an Under-21 team that thumped Lithu-
ania 4-0 on Tuesday evening in Spain’s final warm-up match ahead of 
the Euro.

The players are Alvaro Fernandez, Oscar Mingueza, Marc Cucurella, 
Bryan Gil, Juan Miranda, Gonzalo Villar, Alejandro Pozo, Brahim Diaz, 
Martin Zubimendi, Yeremy Pino and Javi Puado.

They join six players already drafted in by coach Luis Enrique as insur-
ance against any more positives among his squad: Rodrigo Moreno, Pablo 
Fornals, Carlos Soler, Brais Mendez, Raul Albiol and Kepa Arrizabalaga.

BRUSSELS (Dispatches) - Belgium are at a disadvantage in the Euro-
pean Championship as they will not play any home games in the tourna-
ment, defender Thomas Vermaelen said on Tuesday.

Brussels had been one of the 13 original venues picked to host games 
for Euro 2020, which kicks off on Friday, but after numerous delays to a 
planned new Eurostadium, was removed from the list by UEFA in 2017.

It means that if the top team in the FIFA rankings are to go on and win 
a major trophy for the first time, all their matches will be on foreign soil 
-- in contrast to other contenders like England, Germany, Italy, the Neth-
erlands and Spain.

ASUNCION (Reuters) - An 
early goal from Neymar and a late 
second from Lucas Paqueta gave 
Brazil a 2-0 win against Para-
guay in a World Cup qualifier in 
Asuncion on Tuesday, giving them 
a sixth straight victory in South 
America’s preliminaries.

Brazil had not beaten Paraguay 
away from home since 1985 but 
that record looked in danger as 
early as the third minute when 
Neymar controlled an awkward 
cross from Gabriel Jesus and 
side-footed home from eight 
meters out.

The Paris St Germain striker 
came into the match with four 
goals and three assists in their 
five qualifying games so far, the 

best haul in the tournament, 
and the goal was his 66th in 105 
games for Brazil.

Wearing their change blue 
strips, Brazil were on top 

throughout and should have add-
ed to their total before the fourth 
minute of injury time when Pa-
queta scored with a splendid left-
foot shot into the bottom corner.

Paraguay were unbeaten in five 
games in the South American 
qualifiers but rarely threatened 
the visitors, and even when they 
did they found Ederson, a sur-
prise choice to replace Alisson 
Becker in goal, equal to their ef-
forts, with one flying save from 
Omar Alderete right out the top 
drawer.

The clean sheet was Brazil’s 
fifth in their six games and they 
are off to their best start to a 
World Cup qualifying campaign 
since 1969, when they also won 
their first six games.

 SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - The 
Utah Jazz guard struggled with a 
bout of nausea and light-headed-
ness before halftime Tuesday night. 
He felt even worse after his indi-
vidual performance on offense and 
defense.

Mitchell did virtually everything 
right in the second half.

He scored 45 points and lifted 
the Jazz to a 112-109 victory over 
the Los Angeles Clippers in Game 
1 of their Western Conference 
semifinals series.

Mitchell imposed his will of-
fensively after halftime, scoring 
32 points to rally the Jazz from 
a double-digit deficit. Jordan 
Clarkson and Bojan Bogdanovic 
chipped in 18 points apiece. 
Mitchell and Clarkson combined 
for 12 3-pointers.

Kawhi Leonard scored 23 points 
to lead Los Angeles. Paul George 
chipped in 20 points and 11 re-
bounds. Luke Kennard added 18 
points while making a team-high 
four 3-pointers.

Utah and Los Angeles will play 
Game 2 on Thursday in Salt Lake 
City.

The Jazz trailed by as many 
as 14 points before rallying and 
overtaking the Clippers in the 
fourth quarter. Utah took the lead 
for good on a 21-9 run bookended 
by 3-pointers from Bogdanovic. 
His second one gave the Jazz a 
103-93 lead with 5:22 remaining.

George hit a 3-pointer to cut 
the deficit to 112-109 in the final 
minute. But Rudy Gobert blocked 
a potential game-tying shot from 
Marcus Morris with a second left 
to preserve the victory.

The Jazz went ice cold on of-
fense during the first quarter. Utah 
jumped out to a 10-2 lead after 
Mitchell made a pair of 3-point-
ers. Over the next 8 1/2 minutes, 
the Jazz missed 20 consecutive 
shots. 15 of the 20 shots were con-
tested by the Clippers. Utah start-
ed 3-of-25 from the field before 
Clarkson buried a corner three to 
break the ice.

PARIS (Reuters) - Fifth seed 
Stefanos Tsitsipas beat world 
number two Daniil Medvedev 
in straight sets to advance to the 
French Open semifinals for the 
second straight year and end the 
Russian’s surprise run on the Pa-
risian clay.

The Greek got revenge for his 
Australian Open semi-final loss 
to the Russian this year and im-
proved his Grand Slam quarter-
final record to 4-0 with a 6-3 
7-6(3) 7-5 win that teed up a 
last-four clash against Germa-
ny’s Alexander Zverev.

Medvedev, who squandered 

two set points in the second set 
and only converted two of his 
eight break points, had not won 
a single match at the French 
Open prior to his run to the last 
eight this year.

Yet having finally found his 
feet on the red dirt, he had few 
chances against the 22-year-old 
Tsitsipas, who has had a superb 
clay season so far.

Tsitsipas, a winner in Lyon and 
Monte Carlo on clay this year, 
wrongfooted the Russian to 
convert his first break point for 
3-1 lead as he comfortably held 
serve in the first set.

Report:

Sardar Azmoun on AS Roma’s Radar
 TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Ital-

ian giant AS Roma has set 
its sight on signing Iran in-
ternational forward Sardar 
Azmoun.
The Zenit St. Petersburg 

striker was named as the best 
player of the Russian Pre-
mier Liga in the 2020-2021 
season.
Now, the Iranian forward 

has caught the eyes of Roma, 
Corriere dello Sport reported.
Azmoun had already been 

linked with a move to Lazio 
and Dortmund.
Azmoun scored two goals 

against Bahrain Monday 
night in the 2022 World Cup 
qualifier.

Jazz Overcome Slow Start 
to Beat Clippers

Brazil Score Early And Late to Defeat Paraguay 2-0

Top Ranked Belgium at 
Disadvantage on Euro 

2020 Road

Brazil’s Neymar, center, attempts to dribble past Paraguay’s Omar 
Alderete, left, and Paraguay’s Gustavo Gomez during their South 

American qualification football match for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 at the Defensores del Chaco Stadium in Asuncion on June 8, 2021.

Spain Sets Up ‘Parallel’ Euro 2020 Team Over Virus Worries
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Tsitsipas Ends Medvedev 
Run in Paris to Book 

Last Four Spot

Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas returns the ball to Russia’s Daniil 
Medvedev during their men’s singles quarter-final tennis match 

on Day 10 of The Roland Garros 2021 French Open tennis 
tournament in Paris on June 8, 2021.

Utah Jazz forward Donovan Mitchell dribbles around Los Angeles 
Clippers Marcus Morris in the opening game of the Western 

Conference second-round playoff series in Salt Lake City

Australia Withdraw From Olympic Baseball 
VANBERRA (Dispatches) - Australia have withdrawn from the final baseball qualifying tournament for the Tokyo Olympics over Covid-19.
The “insurmountable” challenges to logistics and safety forced the decision, Baseball Australia chief executive Glenn Williams said.
The qualifying event was moved from Taiwan to Mexico last month over concerns of a surge in Covid-19 cases - and despite a rise in cases in 

Mexico.
Australia won a baseball silver medal at the 2004 Athens Olympics.
Williams, who was part of that team, said even if they had won the tournament, the timing of the event and the mandatory completion of quaran-

tining would still not have fitted with “requirements of entry” for the Tokyo Olympics.

Belgium’s midfielder Yannick Carrasco, left, fights for the ball with Croatia’s 
midfielder Marcelo Brozovic during the international friendly football match 
between Belgium and Croatia at the King Baudouin Stadium in Brussels on 

June 6, 2021, ahead of the EURO 2020/2021 tournament.


