
 LONDON (Dispatches) - An Ox-
ford University students’ group voted 
to take down a portrait of the Queen 
from its common room.

It reportedly made the decision be-
cause some students believe she rep-
resents “recent colonial history”, Sky 
News reported.

Magdalen College’s president said 
the group did not represent the uni-
versity, but the decision has already 
been criticized by the likes of TV 
host Piers Morgan and Education 
Secretary Gavin Williamson - who 
called it “absurd”.

“The Middle Common Room is an 
organization of graduate students. 
They don’t represent the College,” 
tweeted its president, Dinah Rose 
QC.

“A few years ago, in about 2013, 
they bought a print of a photo of the 
Queen to decorate their common 

room,” Rose added.
“They recently voted to take it 

down. Both of these decisions are 
their own to take, not the College’s,” 
she said.

She said the college “strongly sup-
ports free speech and political debate, 
and the MCR’S right to autonomy”.

“Maybe they’ll vote to put it up 
again, maybe they won’t. Meanwhile, 
the photo will be safely stored,” add-
ed Rose.

Political site Guido Fawkes report-
ed that the decision to take down the 
portrait had passed by a “substantial 
majority”.

PARIS (France 24)  - The UN’s 
special rapporteur on human 
rights in Myanmar has warned 
of “mass deaths” from starva-
tion and disease in the wake of 
fighting between rebel groups 
and junta forces in the east of the 
coup-stricken country.

Myanmar has been in chaos 
and its economy paralyzed 
since the February putsch and 
a brutal military crackdown on 
dissent that has killed over 800, 
according to a local monitoring 
group.

Fighting has flared in sev-
eral communities—especially 
in townships that have seen a 
high death toll at the hands of 
police—and some locals have 
formed “defense”.

Clashes have escalated in 
Kayah state near the Thai bor-

der in recent weeks.
Locals have accused the mili-

tary of firing artillery shells 
that have landed near villages 
and the UN estimates around 
100,000 people have been dis-
placed.

“The junta’s brutal, indis-
criminate attacks are threaten-
ing the lives of many thousands 
of men, women and children 
in Kayah state”, Tom Andrews 
said in a statement posted on 
Twitter Tuesday.

Myanmar’s military is strug-
gling to impose order since it 
arrested the country’s de facto 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and 
her associates on February 1 
over accusations of voter fraud 
in favor of her National League 
for Democracy (NLD) party in 
elections last November.
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BEIJING (Dispatches) - China’s 
parliament expressed indignation 
and opposition on Wednesday to a 
U.S. bill aimed at countering a tech-
nology threat from the Asian giant, 
the official Xinhua news agency said.

“The bill shows that the paranoid 
delusion of egoism has distorted 
the original intention of innova-
tion and competition,” the foreign 
affairs committee of China’s Na-
tional People’s Congress declared 
in a statement on Wednesday.

The legislative statement criti-
cized the U.S. Senate bill as an 
attempt to interfere in China’s in-
ternal affairs and deprive it of its 
“legitimate right to development 
through technology and economic 
decoupling.”

It also emphasized that the bipar-
tisan Senate legislation was “full of 
Cold War mentality and ideological 

prejudice.”
The two dominant U.S. political 

parties overcame partisan divisions 
to back allocation of more than 
$170 billion to research and devel-
opment on Tuesday, amid growing 
fears among the country’s corpo-
rate leaders about their ability to 
compete with the world’s second 
largest economy and its technologi-
cal advancements.

The bill, passed by the Senate in 
a 68-32 vote, will soon head to the 
House of Representatives for pas-
sage before being signed into law 
by President Joe Biden, who said 
he was “encouraged” by the bill’s 
approval, adding, “We are in a 
competition to win the 21st century, 
and the starting gun has gone off.”

“As other countries continue to 
invest in their own research and 

development, we cannot risk fall-
ing behind. America must maintain 
its position as the most innovative 
and productive nation on Earth,” he 
added.

Based on the measure, nearly 
$190 billion would be allotted to 
provisions to strengthen U.S. tech-
nology and research in addition to 
$54 billion to increase U.S. pro-
duction and research into semicon-
ductors and telecommunications 
equipment, which includes $2 bil-
lion dedicated to chips used by au-
tomakers.

Among the anti-China provisions, 
there are ones which would forbid 
the social media app TikTok from 
being downloaded on government 
devices, and would block the pur-
chase of drones manufactured and 
sold by companies supported by the 
Chinese government.

The U.S. and China have been at 
odds over a range of issues, includ-
ing alleged human rights abuses in 
the Xinjiang region, anti-Beijing 
protests in Hong Kong, China’s ter-
ritorial claims on Chinese Taipei 
and most of the South China Sea as 
well as the origin of the coronavi-
rus. 

Beijing hoped for an improve-
ment in relations under Biden, who 
succeeded Donald Trump in Janu-
ary, but the new administration has 
shown no sign of backing down on 
hardline policies toward China.

China: U.S. Bill Displayed 
Cold War Mentality PARIS (Reuters) - The man alleged 

to have slapped French President 
Emmanuel Macron in the face ran 
a club for enthusiasts of medieval 
swordsmanship and had no previ-
ous criminal record, two sources 
familiar with the investigation said 
on Wednesday. A police source 
identified the suspect as 28-year-
old Damien Tarel. Acquaintances 
in his hometown of Saint-Vallier, in 
southeastern France, described a 
man who loved period role-play and 
did not cause trouble. Tarel is under 
investigation for assault against a 
public official, the local prosecu-
tor said. Macron, who was on a trip 
to take the country’s pulse after the 
pandemic and with less than a year 
to go before the next presidential 
election, was hit on Tuesday during a 
walkabout in southern France as he 
greeted a small crowd of onlookers.

***
SEOUL (Reuters) - At least nine peo-

ple were killed and eight were injured 
when a five-story building collapsed 
suddenly on Wednesday while it was 
in the midst of a demolition process 
and fell on to a busy street in South 
Korea, officials at a local fire station 
said. The building collapsed as it was 
being demolished in Gwangju, some 
270 kilometers of southwest of capital 
Seoul, officials at the Gwangju Fire 
and Safety Headquarters said. The 
reason for the collapse was unclear, 
according to the fire station.

***
LIMA (Dispatches) - Peruvian so-

cialist candidate Pedro Castillo held 
on to a narrow lead late on Tuesday 
in the country’s runoff presidential 
election, as tensions rose over con-
tested ballots and accusations of 
fraud, which sparked protests out-
side the elections office. Castillo, 
who has worried markets and mining 
firms with his plans to shake up the 
copper-rich country’s politics, held 
a slim lead of some 50.3%, ahead of 
right-wing rival Keiko Fujimori on 
49.7%, with almost 98% of the votes 
tallied. That amounts to a lead of 
88,000 votes.

*** 
VIENNA (Reuters) - Austria made 

81 of the more than 800 arrests that 
were part of a global sting against 
organized crime, the Austrian govern-
ment said on Wednesday. The opera-
tion by the U.S. Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, Australian and European 
police ensnared suspects in Australia, 
Asia, Europe, South America and the 
Middle East involved in the narcot-
ics trade, officials said on Tuesday.  
Those arrested in Austrian provinces 
ranging from Tyrol in the Alpine west 
to Vienna belonged to various groups 
and are suspected of offences ranging 
from drug trafficking to murder.

*** 
WASHINFTON (Dispatches) - An 

effort by U.S. President Joe Biden to 
reunite refugees’ families separated 
by the previous administration has so 
far reunited seven children with their 
parents, according to a U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) 
report. According to the 22-page 
progress report released, at least 
2,127 children are still believed to be 
separated, though it said that num-
ber is expected to change as data is 
analyzed as “some children and par-
ents may have already reunified on 
their own”. In the coming weeks, 29 
families are set to be reunited. Biden 
issued an executive order shortly af-
ter taking office that established a 
task force to reunite children sepa-
rated from their families at the U.S.-
Mexico border under former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, calling such 
separations a “human tragedy”.

*** 
PARIS (France24) - Thousands of 

Goma residents have now started 
returning home after fleeing North-
Kivu’s main city last month after the 
nearby Nyiragongo volcano erupted, 
leaving dozens dead. FRANCE 24’s 
Nicolas Germain and Justin Kabum-
ba report from the northeastern city 
of Sake, where many of the displaced 
have taken up refuge.

UN Special Rapporteur 
to Myanmar Warns of 

‘Mass Deaths’

LONDON (Bloomberg) - The 
European Union warned it could 
impose tariffs and quotas on the 
UK as a bitter Brexit dispute over 
trade with Northern Ireland es-
calates.

“We are at a crossroads in our 
relationship,” European Com-
mission Vice President Ma-
ros Sefcovic told reporters on 

Wednesday after talks with 

UK Brexit Minister David Frost 
aimed at defusing the crisis. 
“Patience is wearing very, very 
thin.”

At issue is Prime Minster Bo-
ris Johnson’s effort to backtrack 
from a legally binding agree-
ment the UK spent years ne-
gotiating to secure its orderly 
withdrawal from the bloc: in a 
bid to avoid customs checks on 

the island of Ireland, he agreed 
to put a trade border in the Irish 
Sea.

The UK has said it underes-
timated the disruption its de-
cision would wreak on busi-
nesses, and has sought to delay 
implementing parts of the ac-
cord -- something the EU has 
strongly resisted.

If the UK makes more uni-
lateral changes to the Northern 
Ireland Protocol, Sefcovic said 
the bloc could retaliate by sus-
pending cooperation in certain 
sectors and that quotas and tar-
iffs “could come into play.”

A senior UK official close to 
the negotiations said Britain 
doesn’t want a trade war, and 
that the EU should “think hard” 
before retaliating. The bloc’s 
“excessively purist” approach 
is “risky” given Northern Ire-
land’s history of violence, the 
official added.

 PARIS (Dispatches) - France says 
it will withhold military cooperation 
and domestic aid to the Central Afri-
can Republic, pending further assess-
ments, as the Bangui government has 
been involved in a “massive disinfor-
mation campaign” with Russia.

The French military ministry an-
nounced on Tuesday that the govern-
ment had cut budget support for its 
former colony “until further notice” 
by EUR 10 million ($ 12.18 million).

“The Central African authorities 
have made commitments on several 
occasions that they have failed to 
meet, both politically to the opposi-
tion and in relation to their conduct 
towards France, which is the target 
of a massive disinformation cam-
paign,” an unnamed ministry official 
said.

The official accused Russia of be-
ing responsible for the “disinforma-
tion campaign” and said “Central Af-

ricans are, at best, complicit in this 
campaign”.

Facebook suspended nearly 500 ac-
counts ahead of the December elec-
tions on allegations that competing 
French and Russian disinformation 
campaigns attempted to deceive and 
influence internet users in the Afri-
can nation.

French ambassador to the Cen-
tral African Republic, Jean Marc 
Grosgurin, said a recent campaign 
claimed France was planning to 
move its embassy to Cameroon’s 
capital, Yaounde.

France has around 300 soldiers in 
the Central African Republic, in-
cluding soldiers who work for a UN 
peacekeeping mission and a Euro-
pean Union training mission.

The international missions re-
main untouched, however, as a 
12,500-strong UN peacekeeping 
force remains in the country.

Paris Holds Back Military 
Aid to CAR Over Alleged 
Anti-French Campaign

UK-EU Talks Over Northern Ireland End 
Without a Breakthrough

Children and elders line up for food distribution in the eastern town 
of Namlan, on May 25, 2021, after being displaced from fighting 

between government troops and ethnic rebels.

Queen’s Portrait Removed After Vote 
by Oxford University 


