
WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – The 
United States has bet on an “Ameri-
can First” route to quickly vaccinate 
its population against COVID-19 and 
only then help the rest of the world, 
yet such vaccine nationalism isn’t 
working for the country’s return to 
normalcy, according to new U.S. me-
dia reports.

The United States, like other wealthy 
nations, has been striking deals with 
pharmaceutical companies and in-
creasing its stockpile early on, said an 
article published in The Atlantic.

However, America’s vaccination 
rate is slowing. Despite plentiful sup-
plies, less than half of the country’s 
population is protected by at least one 
dose of a vaccine, and just about a 
third is fully vaccinated, according to 
the news magazine.

The era of mass vaccinations in the 
country is almost over, and persuading 
the most vaccine-skeptical Americans 
has become the goal. Meanwhile, the 
United States lacks an outline for con-
vincing them to invest in fighting the 
pandemic abroad even as it eases at 
home, the article wrote.

The world needs a comprehensive 
plan to invest billions in global health 
infrastructure, technology transfers 
and exports of raw materials. If the 
moral imperative of combating the 
virus is not enough to spur the United 
States into action, it also risks slowing 
the global economic recovery, import-
ing new variants from countries still 
grappling with outbreaks, and need-
ing to impose renewed shutdowns and 
travel bans, it wrote.

Meanwhile, the World Health Orga-
nization urged rich countries to recon-
sider plans to vaccinate children and 
instead donate COVID-19 shots to the 

COVAX scheme that shares them with 
poorer nations.

The WHO is hoping more countries 
will follow France and Sweden in do-
nating shots to COVAX after inoculat-
ing their priority populations to help 
address a gulf in vaccination rates.

Canada and the United States are 
among countries that have authorized 
vaccines for use in adolescents in re-
cent weeks. However, a WHO official 
said talks with Washington on sharing 
doses were under way.

“I understand why some countries 
want to vaccinate their children and 
adolescents, but right now I urge them 
to reconsider and to instead donate 
vaccines to #COVAX,” WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a 
virtual meeting in Geneva on Friday.

“In low and lower-middle-income 
countries, COVID-19 vaccine supply 
has not been enough to even immu-
nize healthcare workers, and hospi-
tals are being inundated with people 
that need lifesaving care urgently,” he 
added.

COVAX, which has delivered about 
60 million doses so far, has struggled 
to meet supply targets partly because 
of Indian export restrictions on the As-
traZeneca vaccine due to its growing 
epidemic.

So far, about 1.26 billion doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccine have been ad-
ministered globally.

WHO also issued a grim warning 
that the second year of COVID-19 
was set to be “far more deadly”, as 
Japan extended a state of emergency 
amid growing calls for the Olympics 
to be scrapped.

“We’re on track for the second year 
of this pandemic to be far more deadly 
than the first,” Ghebreyesus said.
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MOSCOW (Dispatches) – Rus-
sia has officially deemed the United 
States and the Czech Republic “un-
friendly” states, saying that U.S. 
diplomatic missions could no longer 
employ local staff while Czech mis-
sions could employ a maximum of 
19.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
signed a law last month to limit 
the number of local staff work-
ing at foreign diplomatic missions 
and other agencies, and ordered 
the government to draw up a list 
of “unfriendly” states that will be 
subject to the restrictions.

Relations between Russia and the 
Czechs were badly hit last month 
when the Czechs accused Russian 
military intelligence of being be-

hind a 2014 blast at an ammunition 
depot, and expelled dozens of Rus-
sian diplomats.

Russia rejected the allegations 
and retaliated by expelling Czech 
diplomats, and also ordered the 
Czechs to let go the majority of 
their local employees in Mos-
cow, many of whom have staffed 
a Czech hospitality and business 
center in the city. 

Moscow first announced the ban 
on the U.S. hiring local staff last 
month as part of a retaliatory move 
against Washington after the ad-
ministration of U.S. President Joe 
Biden imposed sanctions on Rus-
sia for alleged interference in the 
2020 U.S. presidential election, 
which Moscow has categorically 

denied.
Biden said in an interview that he 

believed Putin was a “killer” and 
that the Russian president would 
have to “pay a price” for meddling 
in the last year’s election race.

On Friday, Putin also said that 
neighboring Ukraine was becom-
ing ‘anti-Russia’ and that Moscow 
would be ready to react to what he 
said were threats to its own secu-
rity.

Putin was speaking a day after 
a Ukrainian court placed Viktor 
Medvedchuk, a prominent pro-
Russian politician who says Putin 
is godfather to his daughter, under 
house arrest.

Medvedchuk, who has promoted 
closer ties with Moscow and acted 
as an intermediary between Mos-
cow and Kyiv in the past, is being 
investigated over treason allega-
tions he calls politically-motivated.

Putin, in remarks to a meeting of 
Russia’s security council, called 
what was happening in Ukraine a 
‘cleansing’ of the political space 
and accused the Ukrainian au-
thorities of targeting people who 
favored better ties with Russia and 
supported a peaceful settlement in 
eastern Ukraine where Ukrainian 
forces have been fighting pro-Rus-
sian separatists since 2014.

Russia: U.S., Czech Republic 
‘Unfriendly’ States WASHINGTON (Press TV) – Republi-

can Congresswoman Liz Cheney has said 
that several GOP members of Congress had 
voted against impeaching Donald Trump 
out of fear for their own lives. “If you look 
at the vote to impeach, for example, there 
were members who told me that they were 
afraid for their own security -- afraid, in 
some instances, for their lives,” the Wyo-
ming member of the House of Representa-
tives told CNN on Friday.“And that tells you 
something about where we are as a country, 
that members of Congress aren’t able to cast 
votes, or feel that they can’t, because of their 
own security,” she added. Trump was im-
peached by the House a historic second time 
for the instigation of the January storming 
of U.S. Capitol. On January 6, Trump incit-
ed his own supporters, including members 
of Proud Boys, to storm the Capitol build-
ing, where lawmakers were in the process 
of confirming President-elect Biden’s win 
in the 2020 presidential election. Cheney, 
the elder daughter of former Vice President 
Dick Cheney, was one of only 10 House Re-
publicans who voted to hold Trump account-
able for the Capitol violence.

***
MINDAT (Al Jazeera) – Myanmar’s army 

battled local militia fighters in the northwest-
ern town of Mindat on Saturday, residents 
said, to try to quell a rebellion that has sprung 
up to oppose the junta which seized power in 
the Southeast Asian country in February. The 
fighting in Mindat, Chin state, underlines 
the growing chaos in Myanmar as the junta 
struggles to impose its authority in the face 
of daily protests, strikes and sabotage attacks 
after overthrowing Aung San Suu Kyi. “We 
are running for our lives,” one resident told 
Reuters from Mindat, a hill town just over 
100 km (60 miles) from the border with India. 
“There are around 20,000 people trapped 
in town, most of them are kids, old people,” 
the resident added. “My friend’s three niec-
es were hit by shrapnel. They are not even 
teens.” The junta imposed martial law in 
Mindat on Thursday and then stepped up at-
tacks on what it called “armed terrorists”. A 
spokesman did not answer calls requesting 
comment on the fighting on Saturday.

***
KINSHASA (Dispatches) – Thirty people 

were sentenced to death in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo on Saturday after a one-
day trial for their role in anti-police clashes 
in the capital, judicial sources said. A police-
man was killed in Kinshasa on Thursday as 
rival groups fought over the right to mark 
the end of Ramadan at a major sports sta-
dium, officials said. A lawyer for civil par-
ties, Chief Tshipamba, told AFP 30 people 
were sentenced to death in a trial that had 
started on Friday, a day after the incident 
took place. A recording of the proceedings 
obtained by AFP confirmed the verdict. DR 
Congo has not carried out death penalties 
since a moratorium was introduced in 2003. 
Since then, death sentences are commuted 
to life imprisonment. The regional govern-
ment said that in addition to the police of-
ficer killed several people were hurt and one 
police vehicle was burned in the fighting 
outside the Martyrs’ Stadium.

 
***

Beijing (AP) – Back-to-back tornadoes 
killed at least 10 people in central and eastern 
China and left more than 300 others injured, 
officials and state media reported Saturday. 
Six people died in the inland city of Wuhan 
and four others in the town of Shengze, about 
400 kilometers (250 miles) east in Jiangsu 
province, local government statements said. A 
tornado first struck Shengze about 7 pm Fri-
day, toppling factory buildings and damaging 
electricity facilities, the official Xinhua News 
Agency said. The Suzhou city government, 
which oversees the town, said in a social me-
dia post that four people had died and 149 
others had minor injuries. Shengze is near 
Shanghai on China’s east coast. A tornado 
then hit Wuhan about 8:40 p.m. with winds of 
86 kilometers (53 miles) per hour, destroying 
more than two dozen homes and triggering a 
power outage affecting 26,600 households, 
Xinhua reported. The Wuhan government said 
six people had died and 218 were injured.

*** 
KOLKATA (AFP) – An Indian state strick-

en by coronavirus after mass rallies were 
held for a key election ordered a two-week 
lockdown on Saturday in a bid to halt the 
spread. All offices, stores and public trans-
port in West Bengal were told to close for 
15 days after the region reported its big-
gest spike yet in deaths and infections. West 
Bengal along with a host of southern states 
are bearing the brunt of a Covid-19 surge 
in India that has taken the nation’s infec-
tion total to nearly 25 million with more 
than 265,000 deaths. The strain of the virus 
responsible has been declared a variant of 
“global concern” by the World Health Orga-
nization. West Bengal accounted for 21,000 
of India’s 326,000 new cases reported Sat-
urday and hospitals in the state say they are 
swamped with patients. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi drew tens of thousands of people 
to rallies in the region last month ahead of 
state elections in which his ruling national-
ist party failed to unseat chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee.

WHO Warns Against Hoarding 

Reports: U.S. Vaccine 
Nationalism Not Working

NEW YORK (Dispatches) – 
United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres says foreign 
militants and mercenaries remain 
in Libya in violation of last Octo-
ber’s ceasefire agreement and has 
called for their withdrawal and an 
end to violations of the UN arms 
embargo.

In a report to the UN Security 
Council, Guterres said that the 
smooth transfer of power to a 
new interim government, which 
took power in March was a prog-
ress that must continue on the 
political, economic and security 
tracks to enable elections to go 
ahead on Dec. 24.

Libya has been wracked by 

chaos since a NATO-backed up-
rising toppled longtime dictator 
Moammar Gadhafi in 2011, and 
split the oil-rich North African 
country between a UN-supported 
government in the capital, Tripo-
li, and rival authorities based in 
the country’s east, each backed 
by armed groups and foreign 
governments.

In April 2019, the east-based 
commander Khalifa Hifter and 
his forces, backed by Egypt 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
launched an offensive to try and 
capture Tripoli. His 14-month-
long campaign collapsed after 
Turkey stepped up its military 
support of the UN-backed gov-

ernment with hundreds of troops 
and thousands of mercenaries. 

An October ceasefire agree-
ment that included a demand for 
all foreign militants and merce-
naries leave Libya within 90 days 
led to a deal on the transitional 
government and December elec-
tions.

The UN estimated in December 
that there were at least 20,000 
foreign militants and mercenar-
ies in Libya. But at an informal 
council meeting in late April, 
speakers said there were more 
than 20,000, according to diplo-
mats.

Guterres said in the new report 
that while the ceasefire continues 
to hold, the UN political mission 
in Libya has received reports of 
fortifications and defensive posi-
tions being set up in central Libya 
on the key route between the stra-
tegic city of Sirte, the gateway to 
the country’s major oil fields and 
export terminals, and Jufra.

“Despite the commitments 
made by the parties, air cargo 
activities reportedly continued 
with flights to various air bases 
in Libya’s Western and Eastern 
regions,” the secretary-general 
said, adding, “Reports indicated 
that there was no reduction of 
foreign fighters or of their activi-
ties in central Libya.”

WASHINGTON (Fox News) – 
Crime analysts and experts have ad-
vised the U.S. police to brace for a 
potentially more violent summer than 
last year as crime trends show the 
bloodshed in some parts of the coun-
try, such as New York City, picked up 
earlier than is typically expected.

“It’s not getting any better,” Joseph 
Giacalone, an adjunct professor with 
the John Jay College of Criminal Jus-
tice, told Fox News.

“Let’s put it this way: New York 
City is already ahead of last year’s 
pace, but last year, the homicides and 
shootings really started spiking at the 
end of May and into June. So that 
will be the real tale of the tape, so to 
speak, to see what’s happening over 
there,” Giacalone continued.

Giacalone said the rise in crime 
“seems to be centered around the ur-
ban environments and the cities”.

“So, if you look at New York, Chi-
cago, St. Louis, Baltimore, you name 
the big cities and they’re having huge 
problems,” Giacalone added.

Giacalone, a former sergeant for 
the New York Police Department 
(NYPD) who has been tracking the 
crime numbers, said the fast-ap-
proaching summer months generally 

bring out “more crime because there 
are more people out there”.

“We have … the pandemic ending. 
People want to get out and do things 
again,” he stated, adding, “And it’s 
just a cocktail for disaster to some.”

According to the Gun Violence Ar-
chive, 369 people were shot in the 
past 72 hours as of Friday afternoon. 

As of Sunday, the NYPD reported 
a 350% increase in murders for the 
week prior compared to the same 
time year-over-year, statistics show. 
Shootings were up 166% in April 
compared to April 2020, police pre-
viously announced. 

In Chicago, the most recently avail-
able crime statistics show that mur-
der was up 56% from April 26 to 
May 2 compared to the same time 
last year, the Chicago Police Depart-
ment said. The number of shooting 
incidents was also up 40% during the 
same time frame year-over-year, po-
lice added.

In Los Angeles, murders year-to-
date as of May 8 were up 30.9% from 
the same time last year, while reports 
of shots fired incidents increased by 
58% and the number of shooting vic-
tims was up 67.2%, Los Angeles Po-
lice Department statistics show. 

Crime Experts: Summer 2021 
Violence in U.S. Could Get Worse

UN Chief: Foreign Militants in Libya Violating Ceasefire

Notices about the shortage of Covishield, a coronavirus vaccine man-
ufactured by Serum Institute of India, are seen outside a COVID-19 

vaccination center in Mumbai, India, April 20, 2021.

Members of the self-proclaimed eastern Libyan National Army (LNA) 
special forces gather in the city of Benghazi, on June 18, 2020. 

Russian national flag flies at State Duma building in Moscow, Russia.

BEIJING (AFP) – China’s Zhurong rover touched 
down on Mars early Saturday, state media reported, a 
triumph for Beijing’s increasingly bold space ambitions 
and a history-making feat for a nation on its first-ever 
Martian mission.

The lander carrying Zhurong completed the descent 
through the Martian atmosphere using a parachute to 
navigate the “seven minutes of terror” as it is known, 
aiming for a vast northern lava plain known as the 
Utopia Planitia.

The mission “successfully landed in the pre-selected 
area”, state broadcaster CCTV said, while the official 
Xinhua news agency cited the China National Space 
Administration (CNSA) in confirming the touch-

down.
It makes China the first country to carry out an orbit-

ing, landing and roving operation during its first mis-
sion to Mars -- a feat unmatched by the only other two 
nations to reach the Red Planet, the U.S. and Russia.

Zhurong, named after a Chinese mythical fire god, 
arrives a few months behind America’s latest probe to 
Mars -- Perseverance -- as the show of technological 
might between the two superpowers plays out beyond 
the bounds of Earth.

Six-wheeled, solar-powered and roughly 240 kilo-
grams, the Chinese rover is on a quest to collect and 
analyze rock samples from Mars’ surface.

It is expected to spend around three months there.

China’s Rover Makes History With Mars Landing


