
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- A senior 
commander of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) said Sat-
urday the Zionist regime of Israel 
is caught off guard and fully on the 
ropes against the resistance front.

“Incidents over the past days in 
the occupied territories well dis-
played the resistance’s capability 
in confronting the Zionists’ mili-
tary power and revealed the Zionist 
regime’s faulted defense system,” 
IRGC deputy commander for po-
litical affairs Brigadier General 
Yadollah Javani said.

The Zionist regime is under pres-

sure both from inside the occupied 
territories and from international 
public opinion, he added, noting 
that the situation has changed in 
favor of Palestine and the resist-
ance front.

“The Zionist regime has no ca-
pability at all to change the situa-
tion in its own favor, and based on 
realities on the ground, the process 
of the Zionists’ decline has gained 
momentum,” the IRGC command-
er said.

Javani added that the fake and 
usurping Israeli regime has been 
facing unprecedented develop-

ments in the occupied territories 
and the Gaza Strip during the re-
cent days.

The regime has forcefully occu-
pied territories and is now under 
pressure from the main owners of 
these lands, he said.

“The future belongs to the Pal-
estinian people and the resistance 
front and the Zionist regime has no 
fate but destruction.”

The resistance front in Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq, Yemen and the entire 
region, Javani said, fully supports 
the Palestinian people in their con-
frontation with the Zionist regime.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Consti-
tutional Council spokesman Abbas-
Ali Kadkhodaei has made it clear 
that the standards specified in a re-
cent measure ratified by the council 
will be the only touchstone of quali-
fication for candidacy for the 13th 
presidential elections in Iran.

Speaking to reporters during a 
visit to the elections headquarters, 
Kadkhodaei said the process of 
vetting the applicants intending to 
run for president will be carried 
out in accordance with the Consti-
tutional Council’s measure alone.

The spokesman noted that the 
evaluation of qualifications in the 
upcoming elections will be carried 
out only among the applicants who 
would comply with the require-
ments imposed by the Constitu-
tional Council.

Kadkhodaei, who is also the pres-
ident of the Constitutional Coun-
cil’s Research Institute, said the 
new regulations have fortunately 
resulted in a “balanced process” in 
the registration of applicants and 
has mitigated many problems that 
arose in the previous elections.

The spokesperson also dismissed 
as a joke speculations that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Broadcast-

ing has been told about the number 
of final candidates that will take 
part in the televised debates ahead 
of the election, stressing that no-
body knows how many applicants 
will register or how many will be 
qualified in advance.

“The Constitutional Council’s 
members will express their views 
on the basis of the legal criteria. 
Naturally, the approach that has 
been in effect testifies that the 
number of candidates qualified in 
various elections has been differ-
ent,” he said. 

Asked about the fate of the ap-
plicants rejected in the vetting pro-
cess during the previous rounds of 
elections, Kadkhodaei reiterated 
that the Constitutional Council acts 
only in conformity with the rule 
of law, as the law does not forbid 
anybody from registering for the 
election.

On the political statements that 
a number of applicants release 
after the registration process, the 
spokesperson said, “Fortunately, 
there are a lot of such free podi-
ums in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
that people can take and announce 
whatever they want.”

“The Constitutional Council 

makes no comment about those 
remarks, but it will definitely 
take into account a statement if it 
contravenes the regulations in the 
course of election campaigns,” he 
said, adding that another subject 
that will be taken into consid-
eration in the vetting process is 
that the campaign type and funds 
should conform with the electoral 
regulations.

Last week, the council which is 
tasked with vetting all candidates 
hoping to contest general elections, 
released an amendment to a meas-
ure that it had ratified earlier in or-
der to clarify the criteria that apply 
to candidates applying for the post 
of president.

Under the council’s new interpre-
tation, all nominees must be be-
tween 40 and 70 years of age, hold 
at least a master’s degree or its 
equivalent, have a work experience 
of at least four years in managerial 
posts (with specific criteria of its 
own), and have no criminal record.

Notably, top military command-
ers with the status of major general 
and higher are also allowed to run.

Article 115 of the Iranian Constitu-
tion states that a presidential candidate
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Terrorists of All Hue & Colour 
Flock Together
By: Kayhan Int’l Staff Writer

While the terrorist entity called Israel blows to bits the men, 
women, and children of besieged Gaza with missiles, aerial 
bombing, and heavy artillery, as gangs of Zionist thugs armed 
with machineguns roam the streets of towns and cities of Occu-
pied Palestine to terrorize both Muslims and Christians, ring-
leaders of international terrorism are openly expressing sup-
port for the ongoing genocide.

If the presidents of the US and France have shamelessly 
backed the massacre of the Palestinians by ignoring the grow-
ing demands of the American and French people to end Zionist 
brutality, Austria has dropped its fig leaf of neutrality by flying 
Israeli flags on government buildings in Vienna and through-
out the country.

It is a known factor that both Joe Biden and Emmanuel Ma-
cron, alarmed at the growing power of resistance of the Gazans, 
have called for disarmament of the meagre means of defence of 
the Palestinians in the face of Israel’s massive military power, 
but Chancellor Sebastian Kurz despite his claim to Catholicism 
showed he is worshipper of Judas Iscariot and not Jesus the 
Son of Mary (peace upon them) by raising Israeli flags over all 
state offices.

This is indeed an insult to the dignity of the Christian nation 
of Austria and to the offices of the UN and its sister agencies 
in Vienna, where people demonstrated to the whole world their 
justice-loving nature by holding public rallies in support of the 
oppressed people of Palestine and denouncing Israel for its 
crimes against humanity.

Kurz instead, sent message of condolences to the Zionist re-
gime, as if Israel was being brutalized by the Palestinians.

It is the height of hypocrisy and open expression of sadism at 
the martyrdom of over 150 Palestinians so far and the injury to 
more than a thousand men, women, and children, over the past 
five days.

Of course, this behaviour of Kurz, Biden, and Macron – who 
has banned any public rally by the conscientious people of 
France in support of the oppressed Palestinian people– doesn’t 
come as a surprise, in view of the terroristic credentials of the 
heads of regimes in West Europe and North America. 

Over the past decade, these countries have provided every kind 
of support, including military, media, and chemical weapons, to 
the macabrely murderous terrorists in Syria to try to overthrow 
the legitimate government of President Dr. Bashar al-Assad.

At the same time, these countries have continued to vilify the 
Islamic Republic of Iran since 1979 for its untiring efforts to 
ensure the peace and stability of the region and the indepen-
dence of elected governments from US-European hegemony, 
while supplying deadly armaments to Saudi Arabia to slaughter 
over 200,000 innocent men, women, so far.

In short, we are witnessing the flocking together of terror-
ists of all hue and colour against the Palestinian people, but 
whether they like it or not, the terrorist entity called Israel will 
not last long.
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IRGC Commander: Zionist 
Regime Caught Off Guard

Among them are men 
who molest the Prophet 
and say, “He is (all) ear.” 
Say, “He listens to what 
is best for you: he be-
lieves in Allah, has faith 
in the Believers, and is a 
Mercy to those of you who 
believe.” But those who 
molest the Messenger will 
have a grievous penalty. 

The Holy Qur’an (9:61)

A Zionist walks next to cars hit by a missile fired from Gaza Strip, in the southern occupied town of Ashkelon, May 11, 2021.

Council to Vet Hopefuls Based 
on New Measure
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Official Blasts 
OIC for Silence on 
Zionist Atrocities 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Sec-

retary of Iran’s High Council for 
Human Rights on Saturday criti-
cized a Saudi-based Islamic or-
ganization for its silence toward 
Israeli attacks on Gaza and the 
massacre of innocent women and 
children.

“What kind of crimes should 
the Zionists commit to cause 
reaction from the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation?” Ali 
Baqeri-Kani tweeted. 

“The least the Islamic govern-
ments can do for the oppressed 
Palestinian nation is to hold an 
emergency OIC meeting at the 
highest level,” he added. 

Baqeri-Kani said the Arab 
countries which extended their 
hand of friendship to Israel on 
the pretext of peace have to be 
held accountable now for the 
blood of Palestinian children be-
ing spilled, the cries of Palestin-
ian mothers and the screams of 
Palestinian fathers. 

“Someday, Gaza was named as 
a place where human rights had 
been violated under the support 
of U.S. and Europe; but today it 
is turned into a place where hu-
mans are burned to fade,” the of-
ficial wrote.

Resistance today, he said, is 
stronger than ever while the Zi-
onist regime is weaker than any 
time.

“The new Intifada in Gaza 
proved that the sword of igno-
rance used by certain Arab coun-
tries and the blade of the Zion-
ists through which they commit 
crimes will not weaken the re-
sistance of the Palestinian men, 
women and children.”

Baqeri-Kani called on the inter-
national community and freedom 
seekers across the world to de-
fend the oppressed Palestinians 
and stand against the Zionists.

“Palestine is alive, and it 
breathes,” he wrote. 

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said Satur-
day Iran has put behind the fourth 
peak of COVID-19 infections as he 
stressed the need to strictly observe 
the health protocols.

“Thanks to the efforts and sac-
rifices of the health sector’s per-
sonnel and the people’s compli-
ance with the health protocols, a 
downward trend in the number of 
coronavirus infections and deaths 

has begun in all provinces,” 

Rouhani said at a meeting of the 
coronavirus task force. 

According to reports he has 
received, the overall situation 
across the country has improved 
so much as so that only three cit-
ies remain in red alert, Rouhani 
said. 

A full compliance with the 
health protocols is a religious, na-
tional and human responsibility 
for all, he added.

Rouhani said necessary prepa-

rations have been made to make 
sure that the upcoming elections 
in the country on June 18 are held 
in a healthy environment where 
all protocols are observed.

 Iran’s Health Ministry on Sat-
urday reported 7,723 new COV-
ID-19 cases, taking the country’s 
total infections to 2,739,875.

The pandemic has so far claimed 
76,633 lives in Iran, up by 200 
in the past 24 hours, ministry 
spokeswoman Sima Sadat Lari 

said during her daily briefing.
A total of 2,210,851 people 

have recovered from the disease 
or been discharged from hospitals 
across the country, while 5,396 
remain in intensive care units, 
said Lari. 

The ministry said 17,882,461 
tests have so far been carried 
out across the country. By Sat-
urday, 1,756,095 people have re-
ceived coronavirus vaccines, with 
352,626 taking both doses.

Rouhani: 4th Peak of COVID Infections Behind Us


