
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei called on Muslim nations on 
Friday to keep fighting against the occu-
pying regime of Israel, which he said is not 
a state but a “terrorist garrison” against 
the Palestinians and other Muslims.

“The fight against this despotic regime 
is fighting oppression and terrorism. And 
this is a collective duty to fight against this 
regime,” Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said in a 
televised speech marking the International 
Quds Day.

The Leader voiced confidence that the 
decline of the Zionist regime has already 
started and “will never stop”.

Ayatollah Khamenei said Palestine con-
tinues to be the most important issue of the 
Muslim world. 

The following is the full text of Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s speech:

In the Name of Allah, the 
Beneficent, the Merciful

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds, and peace and greetings be upon 
our Master and Prophet, Ab-al-Qassem Al-
Mustafa Muhammad, upon his pure and im-

maculate household, upon his chosen com-
panions and upon those who follow them 
until the Day of Judgment.

Palestine, the Most Important Issue  

The issue of Palestine continues to be the 
most important and active issue for the Is-
lamic Ummah collectively. The policies of 
the oppressive and cruel capitalism have 
driven a people out of their homes, their 
homeland and their ancestral roots and in-
stead, it has installed a terrorist regime and 
has housed a foreign people therein.

Logic Behind Establishment of 
Zionist Regime

Can one find a logic weaker and shakier 
than that of the establishment of the Zion-
ist regime? On the basis of their claim, the 
Europeans oppressed the Jews during the 
Second World War, therefore they believe 
that the oppression against the Jews should 
be revenged by displacing a nation in West 
Asia and by committing a horrible massacre 
in that country!

This is the logic which western govern-
ments have relied on with their wholeheart-

ed and blind support for the Zionist regime, 
thereby disproving all their false claims 
about human rights and democracy. It has 
been 70 years now that they have been stick-
ing with this laughable and at the same time 
tragic story and every now and then, they 
add a new chapter to it.

Fighting Zionist Regime, a 
Collective Responsibility

Since the first day, the Zionists turned 
the usurped Palestine into a terrorist garri-
son. Israel is not a state, rather it is a terror-
ist camp against the Palestinian nation and 
other Muslim nations. The fight against this 
despotic regime is fighting oppression and 
terrorism. And this is a collective duty.

Another noteworthy point is that although 
that the usurping regime was established in 
1948, the ground for occupying that sensi-
tive Islamic region had been prepared years 
before that. Those specific years coincided 
with the active interference of westerners in 
Islamic countries with the purpose of estab-
lishing secularism and excessive and blind 
nationalism and also with the goal of install-
ing despotic governments who were infatu-
ated with or controlled by the West.

Studying those events in Iran, Turkey and 
Arab countries stretching from West Asia 
to North Africa reveals this bitter truth that 
weakness and discord in the Islamic Ummah 
paved the way for the disastrous usurpation 
of Palestine, allowing the world of arrogance 
to deliver that blow to the Islamic Ummah.

Collusion Over Palestine

It is instructive that at that time, the capi-
talism and communism camps colluded with 
the rich Zionists. It was the English who 
masterminded the plot and who persisted 
in it and then, Zionist capitalists executed it 
with their money and weapons. The Soviet 
Union too was one of the first governments 
that officially recognized the establishment 
of that illegitimate regime and later on dis-
patched a large number of Jews to that area.

The usurping regime was actually an out-
come of that situation in the world of Islam 
on the one hand, and of a European plot, in-
vasion and transgression, on the other.

Balance Tipped in Favor of Islam

Today, the situation in the world is not like 
those days. We should keep this reality with-
in sight. Today, the balance of power has 
swung in favor of the world of Islam. Vari-
ous political and social incidents in Europe 
and in the United States have laid bare the 
weaknesses and the deep structural, mana-
gerial and moral conflicts among western-
ers. The electoral events in the U.S. and the 
notoriously scandalous failures of the hu-
bristic and arrogant managers in that coun-
try, the unsuccessful one-year fight against 
the pandemic in the U.S. and Europe and the 
embarrassing incidents that ensued, and also 
the recent political and social instabilities in 
the most important European countries are 
all signs of the downward movement of the 
western camp.

On the other hand, the growth of the Re-
sistance forces in the most sensitive Islamic 
regions, the development of their defensive 
and offensive capabilities, their growth of 
self-awareness, motivation and hope in 
Muslim nations, the increasing tendency to 
follow Islamic and Qur’anic slogans and the 
growth of independence and self-reliance in 
nations are auspicious signs of a better fu-
ture.

Muslim Cooperation 

In this auspicious future, cooperation between
(Continued on Page 7)

DUBAI (Dispatches) -- Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Muhammad bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani said on Thursday 
that Persian Gulf Arab states and Iran 
need to agree on a format to address 
concerns and ease regional tensions.

Sheikh Muhammad also welcomed 
steps by Doha’s ally, Turkey, to mend ties 
with Saudi Arabia and Egypt and urged 
the two Arab states to continue to engage 
with Ankara.

“The region needs to feel some stabil-
ity and needs to have all the players in 
the region coming along together and to 
have dialogue to calm down all these ten-
sions,” he told Reuters.

“The GCC (Persian Gulf Cooperation 
Council) needs to sit with Iran and agree 
on a regional format among us to address 
the concerns of the GCC and any con-
cerns that Iran has as well,” he said.

Last month, Saudi Crown Prince Mu-
hammad bin Salman said Riyadh was 
seeking to have “good relations” with 
Iran, adding, however, that the rap-
prochement was hindered by some dif-
ferences.

Bin Salman told Saudi-owned Al-Ara-
biya TV that the kingdom viewed Iran as 
a neighboring country and was not inter-
ested in perpetual hostility with Tehran, 
but any thawing of relations would be 
conditional.

“At the end of the day, Iran is a neigh-
boring country. All we ask for is to have a 
good and distinguished relationship with 
Iran,” he said.

Bin Salman’s remarks struck a differ-
ent chord from Riyadh’s normal rheto-
ric regarding Tehran, through which the 
kingdom has tried to demonize Tehran 
for years.

Iran has on many occasions announced 
its readiness to hold talks with its neigh-
bors directly. It has already put forward 
an initiative called the Hormuz Peace 
Endeavor (HOPE) to promote security 
in the Persian Gulf and facilitate such 
neighborly negotiations.

Iran has repeatedly underlined that Teh-
ran welcomes negotiations with Saudi 
Arabia once it sees “genuine change of 
approach” by Riyadh and the abandon-
ment of the kingdom’s aggressive for-
eign policy toward the Islamic Republic.

Regional powerhouse Iran’s steady 
growth and burgeoning regional influ-
ence has hardly sat well with the Saudi 
kingdom over the past years. Riyadh cut 
its diplomatic ties with Tehran in early 
2016 after its execution of senior Saudi 
Shia cleric Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr prompt-
ed angry protests in front of Saudi diplo-

matic missions in Iran.
Moreover, bin Salman’s designation in 

2017 as the next in line to assume Saudi 
kingship was followed by an exponential 
increase in Riyadh’s animosity towards 
Tehran.

Under bin Salman, the kingdom along 
with the Israeli regime put pressure on 
the administration of former U.S. presi-
dent Donald Trump to withdraw from a 
historic nuclear deal with Iran in May 
2018 and restored its draconian sanctions 
against Tehran.

Observers say the Saudi royal’s demon-
ization of Iran is an attempt to deflect at-
tention from his own grave human rights 
violations, characterized by a deadly war 
on Yemen since 2015, the assassination 
of dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
and an ongoing crackdown against the 
kingdom’s Shia minority and opposition.

Tens of Thousands Pack Al-Aqsa Mosque to Protest 
AL-QUDS (Dispatches) – Tens of thousands of Pales-

tinian worshippers packed into Al-Aqsa Mosque on the 
final Friday of Ramadan to mark the International Quds 
Day and many stayed on to protest in support of Palestin-
ians facing eviction from homes on land claimed by Jew-
ish settlers. With health restrictions mostly lifted, wor-
shippers packed tightly together as they knelt in prayer 
on the tree-lined hilltop plateau containing the mosque, 
Islam’s third-holiest site. But ongoing tensions in the city 
at the core of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict were front 
and centre in the Friday sermon given by Sheikh Tayseer 
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Government Imposes Blanket Travel Ban 
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- The Iranian government has 

imposed an outright ban on all domestic travels during 
the holidays marking the end of the holy month of Rama-
dan beginning May 11 in a bid to contain a fresh surge 
in coronavirus infections. Iran’s National Headquarters 
for Managing and Fighting Coronavirus announced the 
decision following a Thursday meeting attended by Irani-
an President Hassan Rouhani. The four-day blanket ban 
would end on midday May 15 and would cover all inter-
city travels in Iran, said a report by Fars news agency. It 
said the ban would not distinguish between cities 
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Qatari Foreign Minister: 

Arabs, Iranians Need to Agree on Regional Format 

Ayatollah Khamenei delivers a televised speech on the occasion of the International Quds 
Day on Friday, May 7, 2021.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – People in 
Iran and other countries marked 
the International Quds Day on Fri-
day by holding drive-by rallies amid 
official restrictions imposed on 
street demonstrations because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

In Tehran, some people took to the 
streets to voice solidarity with the Pal-
estinian people. Videos circulated on-
line showed people burning U.S. and 
Israeli flags. 

 In Tehran’s Palestine Square, dem-
onstrators shouted “Down with the 
U.S.” and “Down with Israel”.

Across Iran in Mashhad, Ahvaz, 
Kerman and Isfahan and other cit-
ies, gatherings were held at famous 
junctures, with demonstrators waving 
Palestinian flags and placards through 
the windows of their cars or on mo-
torbikes. 

In neighboring Iraq, demonstra-
tors in Najaf, Diyala, Basra, Baghdad 
and a number of southern cities drove 
through the streets, chanting “Al-Quds 
Is Ours”. 

Participants in a demonstration in 
Baghdad’s iconic Tahrir Square car-
ried Iraqi, Iranian and Palestinian flags 
as well as images of prominent reli-
gious figures they stepped on Ameri-
can and Israeli flags.

Hundreds of demonstrators also took 
part in a rally in the Syrian capital in 
solidarity with the Palestinian people, 
carrying a large banner which read, 
“Al-Quds is close.”

In Afghanistan, young protesters 
held a drive-in event in the capital Ka-
bul, carrying “Free Palestine” posters 
and chanting “O Quds, we are com-
ing”.

“Despite our spatial distance with 
Palestine, our thoughts and beliefs 
have brought us closer together,” said 
Abu Naeem, one of the participants.

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) described Quds Day as 
a manifestation of the Islamic world’s 
unity in supporting the Palestinian 
cause and the liberation of Al-Quds 
from the occupying Israeli regime.

The day “heralds the revenge of the 
commander of the Resistance Axis, 
Martyr [Qassem] Soleimani, the ex-
pulsion of American terrorists from 
West Asia, and the fortification of 
the establishment of full Palestinian 
sovereignty over the holy territory 
through removing the Zionist regime 
from the region’s political landscape,” 
the IRGC said in a statement.

The IRGC said the Palestinian 
people are continuing their struggle 
against the criminal Zionist regime 
stronger than ever and have pushed 
the regime to the brink of collapse and 
extinction.

It said the clever designation of the 
day by Imam Khomeini created an 
opportunity for Muslims across the 
world to unify their efforts so as to 
resolve the issue of Palestine and re-
move the Zionist tumor.

The IRGC said the wicked U.S. and 
Israeli plots to create division among 
Muslim nations, including the so-
called deal of the century, the Abra-
ham Accords, and normalization deals 
with some treacherous Arab countries, 
are doomed to fail.

In a gathering on Thursday evening 
attended by 70 prominent Iraqi fig-
ures, the spokesman of Iraq’s anti-
terror Kata’ib Hezbollah group said 
the most important development with 
regard to Palestine in the last 40 years 
has been the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iran.

Muhammad Mohi said the vic-

tory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran 
changed the nature of the advocates of 
Palestine from leftist and tribal Arab 
groups to Islamic groups.

The spokesman of another Iraqi anti-
terror movement, Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, 
said the issue of Palestine should not 
be limited to the International Quds 
Day, noting that it needs more atten-
tion throughout the year.

The new generation needs to know 
the atrocities committed by the Zionist 
regime in the past and in the current 
era, Muhammad al-Rabie said.

He also recalled his meeting with 
Hamas political bureau head Ismail 
Haniyeh, during which he was told 
that if it had not been for the efforts of 
Iran’s General Soleimani, there would 
have been “no Gaza Strip, Ramallah, 
Quds and Palestine.”

Iraq’s Al-Nujaba resistance move-
ment said Israel has been isolated for 
the first time in history as weapons of 
resistance groups continue to target 
the regime with the aim of liberating 
Al-Quds.

In a statement, Al-Nujaba commem-
orated Imam Khomeini, saying, “Our 
faith in God’s promise and his aid is 
not shaken and we see it closer to our-
selves than any other day.”

The group highlighted the miscal-
culations of Israel’s supporters on the 
war front, which it said forced them to 
negotiate with the Islamic Resistance 
Axis.

“These days, for the first time in our 
history, we see the Zionist regime in 
a defensive position, which is the re-
sult of successive defeats against the 
forces of the Islamic Resistance in oc-
cupied Lebanon and Palestine.”

The Iraqi resistance group also de-
nounced the Arab countries that nor-
malize ties with Israel, calling them 
traitors.

It called General Soleimani a “mar-
tyr of Al-Quds”, voicing confidence 
that the present generation will see the 
promise of victory fulfilled in the near 
future.

Leader of the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, Ziyad al-Nakhalah, also under-
lined the need to continue the fight 
against the Zionist regime, saying Al-
Quds city is stronger than ever due to 
the resistance of its residents.

Head of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine Ahmad Sa’adat 
stressed that Quds Day should be up-
held by the people of the world.

Sa’adat called for the fight against 
the Israeli occupation to continue, say-
ing Israel is nearing its collapse.

A member of the Palestinian resis-
tance movement Hamas said Pales-
tinian people are united in the fight 
against the Zionist regime. Suhail al-
Hindi said the fight over Al-Quds is 
still ongoing, adding that the enemy 
has targeted the existence of Palestine.

The spokesman of the Islamic Ji-
had’s military wing, Al-Quds Brigades, 
warned that if the Zionist regime con-
tinues its acts of aggression, the flames 
of the Ramadan intifada (uprising) will 
reach the illegal Israeli settlements.

Abu Hamza said the Ramadan inti-
fada has turned into a hell and fire for 
the Zionists and their military posi-
tions.

He said Quds Day is the day of the 
oppressed against the oppressors and 
the Zionist-American terrorism.

“Our war with the enemy continues. 
We will not agree to a ceasefire and 
we will not bargain over even a small 
piece of the Palestinian territory. We 
all believe in God’s promise to liberate 
Al-Quds,” he added.  
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