
BEIJING (Dispatches) -- Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hussein Amir-Ab-
dollahian is in Beijing to meet with 
his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi, 
the first visit to China by a member 
of Iran’s cabinet since new President 
Ebrahim Raisi took charge in Au-
gust.

After arriving in the country, 
Amir-Abdollahian noted that the 
pace of the expansion of bilateral 
ties has been accelerating under the 
Raisi administration.

He cited “very good progress” in 
China-Iranian talks on expansion 
of bilateral relations.

According to the Iranian min-
ister, “strategic issues are on the 
agenda of the two countries, and 
these issues have created a new 
atmosphere in the correspondence 
between the presidents of the two 
countries”.

Iran’s top diplomat was set to 
discuss the 25-year security and 
economic cooperation agreement 

signed between the two countries 
in March. The $400 billion deal 
would see China invest in several 
sectors of Iran’s economy, from fi-
nance to infrastructure.  

With draconian sanctions con-
tinuing to deter Iran’s economy, 
the benefits to Tehran of a deeper 
relationship with its number one 
trading partner are obvious.

Given Iran’s geopolitical position 
outside the U.S sphere of influ-
ence, the relationship makes sense 

for Chinese leaders who know they 
can engage with a powerful part-
ner, Scott W. Harold, an expert on 
Chinese foreign policy at the Rand 
Corporation, told the United States’ 
leading Foreign Policy magazine. 

Amir-Abdollahian met his Chi-
nese counterpart on Friday to dis-
cuss the economic and security 
cooperation agreement, together 
with other matters, according to 
his ministry. Implementation of 
the 25-year deal to boost trade and 
talks in Vienna, of which China is 
a part, is on the agenda, an Iranian 
official said.

Last year, China imported an av-
erage of at least 590,000 barrels of 
oil per day from Iran, the highest 
level since sanctions were reinstat-
ed, according to Paris-based com-
modity data provider Kpler.  

Also this week, Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Saeed Khati-
bzadeh said President Raisi will 
visit Russia soon. The two coun-
tries are expected to sign a 20-year 
cooperation agreement to boost 
commercial and military ties dur-
ing the visit, he added.

Iran is also looking to strike deals 
with a number of countries in Asia 
and elsewhere to swap its oil and 
gas for the products it needs, which 
Iranian officials say would allow it 
to bypass U.S. sanctions.

Last month, Iran signed an agree-
ment with Sri Lanka under which 
the South Asian country will pay

(Continued on Page 7)

Lavrov ‘Optimistic’ About Vienna Talks 

MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- Russia said Friday it was 
cautiously optimistic over “progress” made at negotia-
tions to restore the landmark 2015 nuclear deal and re-
move U.S. sanctions on Iran. 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said during an annual 
press conference he was “optimistic” about the direction 
of talks. “They are making good progress at the moment, 
touch wood. We think they will come to an agreement,” 
he said.   
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Three Killed, 11 Wounded in Chicago Shootings 

CHICAGO (AFP) -- Three people were killed — including 
two 14-year-old boys — and 11 other people were wounded by 
gunfire in Chicago Wednesday. One of the boys, Javion Ivy, was 
outside in the 2200 block of West Adams Street when someone 
shot him in the abdomen, police said. He was pronounced dead 
at Stroger Hospital. The other boy, James Sweezer, was standing 
on the sidewalk in the 1400 block of South 73rd Street in Engle-
wood when someone in a passing dark-colored car opened fire, 
police said. He was struck in the head and transported to Comer 
Children’s Hospital, where he later died.
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Iranian Foreign Minister Hussein Amir-Abdollahian is pictured during a video call with 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in this file photo.
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Viewpoint

By: Hussein Amir-Abdollahian*

Iran and China, the two great civilizations in West and East Asia, have enjoyed good, 
stable and strong relations during history.

Confucius, a famous educator in ancient China, said: It is always a pleasure to greet a 
friend from afar. 

With the best wishes of the Iranian people to the Chinese friends, I am visiting China on 
the occasion of the beginning of 2022 and on the eve of the Chinese New Year of the Tiger 
and 1401 solar year. 

Our two countries will celebrate the 51st anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations and will enter the second half of the century of bilateral exchange, which opens 
a new page of our relationship. Especially coinciding with the Chinese Communist Party 
entering the journey of its second 100 years, the visit will be a promising new horizon for 
our promotion and development of cooperation in various domains.

Iran and China accomplished the first half century of relations with the meeting of the 
heads of states of two countries, high-level interactions, talks and consultations on bilat-
eral and regional issues, signing a Comprehensive Cooperation Plan, fulfilling the role 
as two active actors in the international arena and mediating for reducing international 
tensions and conflicts. The two countries’ cooperation in various fields, including the fight 
against the COVID-19 and the mutual support of each other’s positions in international 
institutions and organizations, as well as China’s support for Iran’s permanent member-
ship in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, paved a new way for the second half-
century of the relations.

Together, Iran and China resolutely defended their territorial integrity and national 
sovereignty, protected multilateralism, and opposed unilateralism. They criticized the ap-
proach of introducing democracy as a patent of superpowers and, with their indigenous 
democratic systems, demonstrated to the world true democracy, common values of human 
society, justice and freedom. Iran and China criticized the sanctions system as The Long 
Arm Jurisdiction and stood against the double standards of human rights. They called for 
the fair and effective implementation of international law and the development of a just 
system of governance. The two countries criticized the politicization of sports issues and 
emphasized the development of commonalities and common human values.

Now, at the birth of the second half of the century, Iran stands by China as a strategic 
partner with a foreign policy based on smart and balanced diplomacy, defending its re-
gional interests and those of its neighbors, inspired by the Global Development Initiative 
with a shared future. For many years the peace and stability in the Persian Gulf and the 
Middle East has been in danger due to the domination and greed of extravagant super-
powers that on the one hand claim sticking to international law and, on the other hand, act 
in violation of international law and regulations. In such a difficult atmosphere, defending 
the peace and stability of the region has always been one of Iran’s special priorities.

By implementing the 2015 agreement (JCPOA), Iran sent a message to the world that 
the pursuing of regional interests is its priority. Even after the withdrawal of the United 
States from JCPOA, Iran, by adhering to its commitments for two years and sacrificing 
part of its inalienable rights and interests, has illustrated more and more to the world that 
it is steadfast in this direction. China’s role as a member of the UN Security Council and as 
an active player in the international arena, which by a rational and logical approach, dur-
ing the negotiations that facilitated the reconciliation process and the return of JCPOA’s 
violators, is really admirable. No matter what happens in the field of international rela-
tions, China and Iran, along with their other trade and regional partners, will be on the 
right side of history, forever. Iran will not allow hegemonic countries to decide for the 
Middle East or send troops under the guise of peacekeepers, causing tension, unrest and 
chaos in the region. 

We believe that peace and stability in each region will be protected by the actors of that 
region. What really unites countries is political dialogue and win-win cultural, economic 
and trade cooperation, not arms rivalries or military and security alliances.

At various points in history, Iran, along with China as a trading partner, has displayed 
this fact to the world and reiterated that in the new era, the approach of confrontation, 
militancy and sanctions policy are obsolete and being rejected. Such illegitimate policies 
have lost its effectiveness leading to a negative reaction from other actors on the interna-
tional stage. In this regard, Iran welcomes China’s Global Development Initiative and for 
its implementation proposes a mechanism of cooperation for balanced development. The 
group of Friends of the Global Development Initiative formed in UN by the suggestion of 
China could be the core of this cooperation.

In the second half of the century, the various cultural and political commonalities be-
tween Iran and China, ground for continuation of cooperation in the following high prior-
ity areas: 

-Development of economic and trade cooperation and implementation of Comprehen-
sive Cooperation Plan 

-Consensus and consultation on various regional and international issues and playing 
an effective role in mediating relationships to effectively resolve challenges and tensions

-Fight against the COVID-19 and cooperation in joint vaccine production projects
-Helping strengthen the mechanism of cooperation for advancing global development 

with a common future
-Promoting multilateralism and countering double standards through the proposal to 

reform the international governance system
-Countering terrorism and extremism and helping bring all oppressed countries back to 

the international community
-Constructive and effective cooperation in the field of Belt and Road Initiative and help-

ing China to use this project effectively
-Continuation of executive arrangements for Iran’s permanent membership in the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization and taking advantage of the opportunity of coopera-
tion with other member countries in accordance with the Global Development Initiative 

We hope that in the second half of the century of relations and in the new chapter of 
cooperation that is based on the consensus of the leaders of the two countries, we see more 
and more development of cooperation and multi-faceted promotion of relations. 

As a great civilization with a cultural history of 7,000 years, and along with China, 
Iran is ready to take responsibility of the international community’s cultural development. 
Meanwhile, with the achievements of joint economic cooperation, Iran would play its role 
in global development and building a shared future worthy of human society.

A shared future, adorned with shared human values.
*Hussein Amir-Abdollahian is the foreign minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Iran and China as Strategic Partners 

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- 
Protesters have rallied in a North 
Carolina city as a United States 
judge granted the release of police 
body-camera footage showing the 
aftermath of the killing of Jason 
Walker, an unarmed Black man who 
was shot by an off-duty police offi-
cer.

Relatives of Walker and residents 
of Fayetteville gathered in the city 
on Thursday to demand justice in 
Saturday’s killing, chanting slo-
gans such as “Jason Walker mat-
ters”.

Civil rights lawyer Benjamin 
Crump, who has represented the 
families of other unarmed Black 
people killed by police in recent 
years, including George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor, promised to get to 
the bottom of the killing.

“The truth will be revealed for 
Jason Walker,” said Crump, who 
organized the rally.

The circumstances surrounding 
Walker’s killing remain unclear.

Jeffrey Hash, the off-duty police 
officer who shot Walker, was driv-
ing his vehicle with his wife and 
daughter when they approached 

Walker, an unarmed 37-year-old 
Black man crossing the street near 
his parents’ house.

Moments later, Hash opened fire, 
and soon Walker lay dead from 
gunshot wounds.

In an amateur video filmed just 
after the shooting and posted on-
line, Hash explains to fellow offi-
cers called to the scene that Walker 
jumped into the middle of the 
street and that he had hit the brakes 
to avoid him.

Hash said Walker then threw 
himself on the vehicle, tore off a 
windshield wiper, and used it to 
hit the windshield, which he said 
prompted him to draw his weapon 
and open fire to protect his family.

Witnesses have offered a differ-
ent account, saying that Hash hit 
Walker with his vehicle before 
stopping.

“I saw him brake, completely 
stop, and then keep going,” Eliza-
beth Ricks told an ABC station. “I 
saw him hit Jason … then his body 
was slammed into the windshield.”

Ricks said she then heard shots 
fired. “I think he fired the first shot 

(Continued on Page 7)

CHICAGO (Bloomberg) — 
Chicago nurses joined colleagues 
across the country Thursday to 
protest against working conditions 
that they say have rapidly deterio-
rated as hordes of COVID-19 pa-
tients push hospitals to the limit. 

Scott Mechanic, 36, an emergen-
cy room nurse at the University of 
Chicago Medical Center, said the 
problems stem from widespread 
labor shortages throughout the 
health-care system and hospital 
leadership who are reluctant to 
provide assistance. 

“We don’t have food service 
people … we don’t have sup-
ply chain people to deliver our 
most critical supplies, we don’t 
have people to repair our equip-
ment,” Mechanic said. “But ev-
ery job that doesn’t get done by 
somebody else ends up falling to 
the bedside nurse. We’re over-
whelmed.”

The protests, organized by Na-
tional Nurses United, a labor 
union boasting 175,000 members 
nationwide, was part of a day of 
action across 11 U.S. states  and 

Washington, D.C. Thursday “to 
demand the hospital industry in-
vest in safe staffing, and to de-
mand that President Biden follow 
through on his campaign promise 
to protect nurses and prioritize 
public health,” according to the 
union. 

In Chicago, members are still 
working and the action was part 
of their bargaining process, but 
other branches are striking. The 
union planned to end the day with 
a candlelight vigil near the White 
House to honor the thousands of 
nurses who have died from CO-
VID-19. 

Biden announced Thursday that 
his administration would double 
its order of rapid tests for Ameri-
cans and would begin distribut-
ing “high-quality” masks, which 
have soared in price, rendering 
them financially inaccessible to 
some Americans. 

The highly transmissible omi-
cron variant is fueling a surge in 
COVID cases across the country, 
and now accounts for 98% of all
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