‘Divine Banquet of Fasting

Salaam dear young friends, and heartiest felicitations to you all on
the advent of the blessed month of Ramadhan. It is the month of the
Divine Banquet of fasting spread out for the guests of God with all
its spiritual and even material delights.

We know, you youngsters have been eagerly preparing for the
obligatory fasts of Ramadhan by sincerely observing the devotions
of the preceding months of Rajab and Sha’ban.

Indeed, it is the exuberance of youth that manifests itself in acts of
worship and devotion, infusing freshness into the family atmosphere
laying the foundation for the building of a sound, healthy and virtu-
ous society that is free of the depravities in which Godless communi-
ties are miserably trapped.

Here is an interesting anecdote. A pious person recalls that in his
youth he visited the famous Iranian Gnostic, Shaikh Hassan Ali
Nokhodki, in the holy city of Mashhad in Khorasan Province, and
told him about his wish to obtain three important things while he was
still youthful.

His first wish, he said was to perform the Hajj pilgrimage to the
holy Ka’ba in Mecca. The Gnostic said: Punctually perform your
ritual prayers on time in congregation.

His second wish, said the youth, was to have a virtuous and God-
wary lady for his wife. The Gnostic repeated the same thing, saying:
Punctually perform your ritual prayers on time in congregation —
rather than individually.

His third wish, said youth, was to find a good job. Shaikh Hassan
Ali Nokhodki repeated for the third time, the same answer: Punctu-

ally perform your prayers on time in congregation — and not indi- Q: Why is the morning of January 1st the laziest morning of the year? 1. Chalkboard
vidually. A: Everyone has been sleeping all year. 2. Ivy

As instructed by the sage, the sage punctually performed the ritual Q: Why do car company executives have such great memories? 3. Garbage Truck
prayers in congregation, and within three years he was able to per- A: They recall everything. 4. Fox
form the Hajj pilgrimage to God’s Symbolic House in Mecca; marry Q: What’s the best way to choose a mattress? 2 \C/i‘:rilsm

a virtuous lady; and obtain a good job.

Yes dear youngsters, there are hidden wonders in obeying God and
performing on time whatever He has made obligatory. Ramadhan
is the month that provides us the opportunity to build discipline in
ourselves and to perform the ritual prayers on time, and of course,
in congregation.

Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) has said: As long as a believer per-
forms the five-times-a-day obligatory prayers, the Satan will fear
him, but if the prayers are neglected, the Satan will increase its temp-
tations and goad that person into committing cardinal sins.

The Prophet has also said the gates of heavens are flung open on
the first night of Ramadhan and are not closed till the end of this
blessed month.

Unfortunately, in our modern era when mankind had made as-
tounding progress, the fasting Muslims are being bombarded and
slaughtered; not by pagans, but by those who claim to be Muslims,
and shamelessly call themselves Jihadis, while their hearts are empty
of any iota of belief in God, the Prophet, the holy Qur’an, the month
of Ramadhan, and humanitarian values.

As of a reminder, at the end of our weekly chat, we would like to
advice our young readers to stay at home as you all know that the
fourth wave of the COVID-19 pandemic has been spread across Iran,
and unfortunately the daily casualties are rising day by day.

Please stay at home, avoid crowded places and gatherings, follow
the health protocols and maintain the social distance with others.

Goodbye and God bless you all until our next meeting on next
Wednesday.

— Kay

ﬁ? International

April 14, 2021

L TR

JOKES

A: To sleep on it.

A schoolgirl’s father found out her password was “Snow White and the seven dwarfs.” When he asked
her why, she replied, “They said it had to be 8 characters long at least.”

Two women are walking in the forest when they spot a forest fire. The first one starts to put her running

shoes on and the second one tells her “There is no way you can outrun the fire.”

The first woman replies “Don’t have to... I just have to outrun you.”
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Dear youngsters, could you an-
swer the following questions.

1. I can swim but never
get wet. I can run but never get
tired. I follow you everywhere
but never say a word. What am
1?

2. I am the beginning of
the end, and the end of time and
space. [ am essential to creation,
and I surround every place. What
am [?

3. You can throw me
away, but I will always be com-
ing back. What am 1?

4. I am in the past, never
in the future. I don’t exist, but
have existed. I saw what you
saw, and this is what I will ever
see. What am 1?

5. In prison I will be
found, but I’ll never be in court,
unless there’s more than one.
What am 1?

6. I’ve been argued on my
colour. Without me you’ll die.
So many attempts on your life
use me, so make sure you have
many of my “White” friends.
What am 1?

Answers to last edition ques-
tions:

Send your jokes. Heard
any jokes lately? Well, try
and make us laugh too!
Don’t hesitate!

Mail it to us.
Kayhan International
address: Ferdowsi St.,
Shahid Shahcheraghi Alley,
Tehran.
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The Tree and the Reed

“Well, little one,” said
a Tree to a Reed that was
growing at its foot, “why
do you not plant your feet
deeply in the ground, and
raise your head boldly in
the air as I do?”

“I am contented with
my lot,” said the Reed. “I
may not be so grand, but I [
think I am safer.”

“Safe!” sneered the Tree. “Who shall pluck me up by the roots or
bow my head to the ground?”

Rees—PBelieve It or Not/:

( Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) )

But it soon had to repent of its boasting, for a hurricane arose which
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tore it up from its roots, and cast it a useless log on the ground, while &%gﬂg:}&e- £ g&cﬂécﬁtkhﬂﬁl‘rboﬁé NO%K‘#‘L
“A fasting person is in a state of worship, even when (asleep) in the little Reed, bending to the force of the wind, soon stood upright TOCTHRASTE E E{;’&MWE“ J
bed, except when back-biting a fellow Muslim.” again when the storm had passed over. N %’%OFSR%C‘#_H REPRODUCING
4 ) ™ MORAL: “Obscurity often brings safety” ] TOOTHBRUSHES

WERE INVENTED

THE WORLP IS A PANGEROLS
PLACE. I PREFER THE SAFETY
OF MY OWN HOME
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