
TEHRAN  (MNA) – Writ-
ten and directed by Navid 
Mahmoodi , the Iranian film 
“Seven and Half” will com-
pete in the competition section 
of the 6th Indie Meme Film 
Festival, in Texas, U.S.A.

“Seven and Half” will com-
pete in the competition sec-
tion of the 6th Indie Meme 
Film Festival, in Texas, 
U.S.A.

The festival will be held in 
Texas from April 14 to 25, 
and the film “Seven and a 
Half” will be screened two 
times in this cinematic event.

At the end of the main 
screening of the film, direc-
tor will answer the questions 
of journalists and the audi-
ence attending the meeting.

Co-produced by Iran and 
Afghanistan, “Seven and a 
Half” has won the Golden 
Gazelle Award of the Austra-
lian Film Festival.

Written and directed by 
Navid Mahmoudi, and pro-
duced by his brother Jam-
shid Mahmoudi, ‘Seven and 
A Half’ is the story of sev-
en Iranian and Afghan girls 
narrated in seven episodes in 

the format of plan-sequence. 
‘Seven and A Half’ is the 
story of seven girls whose 
weddings are on the same 
night, but each is dealing 
with a different issue of their 
own.
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TEHRAN  (MNA) – The film 
“Yeva” by Armenian-Iranian director 
Anahid Abad was announced as the 
winner of the Audience Award at the 
11th edition of the Rome Francophone 

Film Festival.
The event took place online from 17 

to 21 March 2021.
The Ambassador of the Republic of 

Armenia Tsovinar Hambardzumyan 

and the director of the film “Yeva” 
Anahid Abad also attended the 
awards ceremony.

Yeva is a 2017 Armenian drama 
film directed by Armenian-Iranian 

filmmaker Anahit Abad.
The joint Iranian and Armenian pro-

duced film financed by the National 
Cinema Center of Armenia and Iran’s 
Farabi Cinema Foundation is Anahid 
Abad’s first long film feature.

The film, set in the village of Dad-
ivank, a few years after the first Na-
gorno-Karabakh war, tells how war 
affects people’s destiny in the long 
term, bringing pain and suffering.

It tells the story of a young wom-
an who flees Yerevan to the Artsakh 
Republic with her daughter to escape 
her in-laws, but events follow her 
there.

The film is about how the curfew 
affects human fates in the long term, 
causing pain and suffering.

It was selected as the Armenian 
entry for the Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film at the 90th Academy 
Awards held in 2018 but it was not 
nominated.

‘Yeva’ Receives People’s Choice Award 
at Rome Francophone Festival

(April 8)
Today is Thursday; 19th of the Iranian month of Farvardin 1400 solar hijri; 
corresponding to 25th of the Islamic month of Sha’ban 1442 lunar hijri; and 
April 8, 2021, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.
1620 solar years ago, on this day in 401 AD, the youngest emperor in 
Roman history, Theodosius II, was born to Emperor Arcadius at whose death 
seven years later he was crowned emperor of the Eastern Roman Empire. 
During his 42-year reign he presided over the outbreak of two christological 
controversies, that is, Nestorianism and Eutychianism, and fought an almost 
two-year inconclusive war with the Sassanid Empire of Iran. 
1337 lunar years ago, on this day in 105 AH, Yazid II, the 9th self-styled caliph 
of the usurper Omayyad regime, died of tuberculosis at the age of 37 after a 
4-year reign, a fortnight after the death of his paramour, the slave girl Hayyaba, 
in whose debauched love he had neglected state affairs in pursuit of drinking 
and other wanton pleasures. His father was Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan while 
his mother Atika was daughter of the Godless tyrant Yazid ibn Mu’waiyya – 
perpetrator of the heartrending tragedy of Karbala. On the suspicious death of 
Omar ibn Abdul-Aziz, he was installed as caliphs and immediately reversed the 
latter’s positive policies by seizing the large orchard of Fadak in Medina from 
the Prophet’s noble progeny. Oblivious of the civil wars in Spain and North 
Africa as well as in Khorasan, where the Abbasids were building a power base 
for toppling the Omayyads, he was so infatuated with Hayyaba that when she 
died, he kept her corpse in his palace unburied, indulging in lewd acts, until 
the stench made the courtiers to press him to bury her. When Hayyaba’s corpse 
was lowered in the grave, Yazid II, who had clearly lost his mind, ordered it to 
be brought up and indulged in senseless behaviour, until forcibly separated. He 
was succeeded by his half-brother, the bloodthirsty Hisham.
1305 lunar years ago, on this day in 137 AH, Iranian agent of the usurper 
Abbasid regime, Abu-Muslim Khorasani, whose string of military victories 
against the Omayyads, starting from Khorasan and continuing all the way up 
to Syria, resulted in regime change, was killed by his own masters, who feared 
his growing power might pose a danger to their newfound caliphate.
1145 solar years ago, on this day in 876 AD, the usurper Abbasid caliphate 
survived annihilation when pride and overconfidence cost the Iranian general, 
Yaqoub ibn Laith Saffari, victory in the Battle of Dayr al-Aqoul at Estarband, 
80 km southeast of Baghdad. 
1003 solar years ago, on this day in 1018 AD, renowned Iranian vizier of the 
Seljuqid Dynasty, Hassan Ibn Ali Tousi, known by his title Khwaja Nizam 
ul-Mulk, was born in Radkan in the vicinity of the northeastern Iranian city of 
Tous, near holy Mashhad in Khorasan. Nizam ul-Mulk is also widely known 
for his voluminous treatise on kingship titled “Siyasat-Nama” or “Siyar al-
Molouk” (The Book of Government). He also wrote a book titled “Dastour 
al-Wuzara”, for his son Abulfath Fakhr ul-Mulk on administrative norms.  He 
was assassinated near Nahavand en route from Isfahan to Baghdad at the age 
of 75. His son-in-law Muqatel bin Atiyyah, who was eyewitness to a polemical 
debate, says he was assassinated in the same year as Malik Shah I, after a 
debate between Sunni and Shi’ite scholars, which resulted in his conversion 
and that of the Seljuq sultan to the school of the Ahl al-Bayt. 
750 solar years ago, on this day in 1271 AD, the 4th Turkic Mamluk Sultan 
(slave-king) of Egypt and Syria, Rukn od-Din Baybars al-Bandouqdari, 
conquered the fortress of Krak des Chevaliers by defeating the crusaders and 
expelling them back to Europe. Known in Arabic as “Hisn al-Akraad” (Castle 
of the Kurds), it sits atop a 650-metre high hill east of Tartus, Syria, in the 
Homs region on the way to Tripoli in Lebanon. 
739 solar years ago, on this day in 1282 AD, Ahmad Fanakati, the Persian 
Muslim of Central Asia, who for twenty years served as finance minister of the 
Mongol Yuan Dynasty of China and Chief Minister of Emperor Kublai Khan, 
was assassinated by his jealous Chinese rivals, Wang Zhu and Gao Heshang. 
560 solar years ago, on this day in 1461 AD, Austrian mathematician and 
astronomer, Georg von Peurbach, died at the age of 37 in Vienna. He studied 
the Islamic scientist, Ibn Haytham’s book “On the Configuration of the 
World”, and replaced the Greek scientist Ptolemy’s chords in the table of sines 
with the Islamic Arabic numerals that were introduced 250 years earlier in 
place of Roman numerals and which today are in use in the whole world (e.g. 
1,2,3,4,5 etc.).
500 lunar years ago, on this day in 942 AH, Ottoman Prime Minister 
“Damaad” Ibrahim Pasha, who was the Sultan’s son-in-law, inked a treaty with 
France for lease of the French Port of Toulon to set up a Turkish naval base 
for checking Spain’s ambitions. During the lease period, the French permitted 
the Ottomans to build mosques and use Toulon as a safe haven to raid Spanish 
coasts and dominate the Mediterranean Sea.
449 lunar years ago, on this day in 993 AH, the Ottomans, taking advantage 
of the power vacuum in Iran, breached the peace treaty with the Safavids 
to occupy Tabriz. The occupation lasted 18 years until Shah Abbas, after 
assuming power, inflicted a shattering defeat on the Ottomans to liberate 
Tabriz, the Caucasus, and eventually Iraq, where he reconstructed the holy 
shrines in Najaf, Karbala, and Kazemain on a grand scale.
162 solar years ago, on this day in 1859 AD, Austrian-German philosopher, 
Edmund Gustav Albrecht Husserl, who established the school of 
phenomenology, was born in Prostejov (presently in Czech Republic). He 
believed that experience is the source of all knowledge. He died in Nazi 
Germany in 1938.
71 solar years ago, on this day in 1950 AD, India and Pakistan inked the 
Liaqat-Nehru Pact in New Delhi after six days of talks. The signatories 
were Indian Prime Minister JawaharLal Nehru and Pakistani Prime Minister 
Liaqat Ali Khan. The treaty sought to guarantee the rights of minorities in 
both countries after the partition of the Subcontinent – Hindus in Pakistan and 
Muslims in India.
51 solar years ago, on this day in 1970 AD, the Bahr al-Baqar massacre was 
carried out by aircraft of the illegal Zionist entity, which bombed an Egyptian 
school in Sharqiyya (80 km north of Cairo), resulting in the martyrdom of 46 
children and injury of 50 others. Earlier, on February 12 the same year, Israeli 
warplanes had bombarded an Egyptian factory, martyring and wounding 168 
workers. On March 31, 1970, Zionist warplanes pounded the city of Mansurah, 
martyring 12 civilians and wounding 35 others. The usurper state of Israel has 
a bleak and bloody record of crimes against humanity.
41 lunar years ago, on this day in 1401 AH, Chief Justice Ayatollah Dr. 
Seyyed Mohammad Husseini Beheshti, along with 72 officials of the Islamic 
Revolution, including ministers and MPs, was martyred in a terrorist bomb 
blast by the MKO hypocrites at the headquarters of the Islamic Republic Party 
in Tehran, a few days before start of the blessed fasting month of Ramadhan. 
He wrote several books, including “God in View of Islam”; “Banking and 
Islam’s Financial Laws”; and “Role of Faith in Mankind’s Life”. According 
to the late Imam, Ayatollah Beheshti was like a nation and his martyrdom 
exposed the ominous nature of the MKO terrorists.
26 solar years ago, on this day in 1994 AD, in Rwanda more than 1,400 Tutsis 
were massacred by Hutu militia at a church atop a hill in Kesho. 
13 solar years ago, on this day in 2008 AD, Iran’s SenIran Auto plant in Thies, 
Senegal’s second largest city, built its first Iran-Khodro Samand sedan. Iran 
Khodro is the largest carmaker in the Middle East, Central Asia and North 
Africa regions with annual production of over a million vehicles including 
cars, trucks and buses.

This Day in History

TEHRAN (IFILM) -- Ira-
nian short flick ‘The Doll’ is 
slated to vie at the Hot Docs 
Canadian International Docu-
mentary Festival.

Directed and written by 
Nasrin Gol-Reyhan, will rep-
resent Iran at the Short Doc-
umentary section of the 2021 
edition of the event.

The short film tells the sto-
ry of a rescue in the war-torn 
Syrian city of Aleppo.

In the flick, produced by 
Hossein Shahabi, a female 
reporter finds a little girl in 
the war-torn city and tries to 

save her life.
Rezvan Beheshtian, Sahar 

Abdollahi, Mohammad-Ja-
vad Asadi, and Nabiollah Mi-
naee are the main cast mem-
bers of the flick.

The Hot Docs is recognized 
as a qualifying festival for 
the Academy Awards in the 
Documentary Feature and 
Documentary Short Subject 
categories.

This year’s edition of the 
event, set to be held online 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, will take place on 
April 29-May 09, 2021.

‘The Doll’ En Route to Canada’s Hot Docs 

Iran is home to a great number of minorities with their synagogues and churches testifying the freedom of 
religions in the country. One of these religious monuments dating back centuries ago is the Holy Bethlehem 
Church situated in the Iranian province of Isfahan.  The Armenian Apostolic church’s architecture and 
decorations are notable with age-old inscriptions. 
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 ‘Seven and Half’ Goes to 
U.S. Indie Meme Festival

A still from  the Iranian film “Seven and Half”.

A still from Iranian short film ‘The Doll’.


