
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – The 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) chief said Saturday that 
Tehran will avenge the U.S. assassi-
nation of its top commander General 
Qassem Soleimani by targeting only 
those involved, in an “honorable” re-
taliation.

“Mr. Trump! Our revenge for 
martyrdom of our great general is 
obvious, serious and real,” General 
Hussein Salami said. 

His remarks came after a U.S. 
publication claimed that Iran 
planned to assassinate the Ameri-
can ambassador to South Africa in 
retaliation, prompting both Tehran 

and Johannesburg to dismiss the al-
legation.

“Our promise of avenging the 
martyrdom of General Soleimani 
is definite, serious and real,” Gen. 
Soleimani said at the joint morning 
ceremony of the General Staff of 
the IRGC.    

But “we will be targeting those 
who were directly or indirectly 
involved in the martyrdom of the 
great general Haj Qassem Solei-
mani,” he said.

“Do you think we will kill a fe-
male ambassador to South Africa 
in exchange for the blood of our 
martyr brother?” Gen. Salami add-

ed.
When the U.S. assassinated Gen. 

Soleimani and Iraq’s top anti-terror 
commander Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis outside Baghdad airport on 
Jan. 3, Iran responded five days lat-
er with a volley of precision-guided 
ballistic missiles which pummeled 
the Ain al-Asad base in Iraq, where 
US troops were deployed. 

Gen. Salami said Saturday, “We 
are an honorable people and fair, 
and we take revenge fairly and 
justly, which is why we did not tar-
get your soldiers at Ain al-Asad.”

A flimsy U.S. report on the Po-
litico this week, quoting unnamed 

officials, claimed that Iran had 
sought to assassinate U.S. Ambas-
sador to South Africa Lana Marks 
in retaliation for the January as-
sassination of the top Iranian anti-
terror commander.

South Africa’s State Security 
Agency said Friday it had found 
no evidence to support U.S. media 
claims that Iran was planning to as-
sassinate Marks.

South African Minister of Inter-
national Relations Naledi Pandor 
said her country was “as surprised 
as its Iranian friends” by the “bi-
zarre” report. 

“I find it surprising, why would 
Iran being a very good friend of 
South Africa come and commit a 
horrendous act in a country which 
has been a good friend to Iran, and 
of such a nature?” she said in an in-
terview with SABC News. “I can 
only describe it as bizarre and let 
me stop there.”

Iran has categorically rejected the 
“malicious and baseless” report as 
part of “hackneyed and outworn 
methods to create Iranophobic at-
mosphere” by the U.S. 

Nonetheless, U.S. President Don-
ald Trump referred to the report to 
threaten that “any attack by Iran, in 
any form, against the United States 
will be met with an attack on Iran 
that will be 1,000 times greater in 
magnitude!”.

Gen. Salami on Saturday dealt 
with the threat, pledging that Irani-
an missiles are ready to rain down 
on U.S. troops. 

“While you are severely plagued 
by your own internal problems,
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BAGHDAD (Dispatches) -- 
Iraq’s Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr 
says the occupying regime of Israel 
will mark its own ending by open-
ing its embassy in Iraq amid some 
reports about Tel Aviv considering 
opening its virtual diplomatic mis-
sion in the Arab country.

The prominent Shia cleric made 
the comment during a sermon at 
Friday prayers, warning the “ene-
my of God Benjamin Netanyahu,” 
who has “evil intentions” toward 
Iraq, about possible “coming” to 
the Arab country or even “thinking 
about establishing an embassy” 
there.

Sadr’s warning was an appar-
ent reaction to some unconfirmed 
reports that Tel Aviv was seeking 
to establish its virtual embassy in 
Baghdad.

Addressing the Zionist premier, 
Sadr further warned Netanyahu 

that if he took such a step, he 
would “mark the end” of the oc-
cupying entity, “according to the 
Holy Qur’an.”

Bahrain and the UAE signed nor-
malization agreements with the 
occupying regime of Israel at the 
White House this week, in a move 
condemned by Muslims as a be-
trayal of the Palestinians and a stab 
in their back.

“Addressing the oppressed in the 
East and the West of the world, I 
say that normalizing ties with the 
Zionist regime will only bring hu-
miliation,” said Sadr. “Palestine is 
alive in our conscience.”

Iraqi Government spokesman 
Ahmed Mulla Talal had earlier 
said that any normalization of rela-
tions with the Zionist regime was 
strictly forbidden under Iraq’s con-
stitution.

(Continued on Page 7)

UNITED NATIONS (Dispatches) 
-- Britain, France and Germany have 
told the UN Security Council that UN 
sanctions relief for Iran - agreed un-
der a 2015 nuclear deal - would con-
tinue beyond Sept. 20, when the Unit-
ed States asserts that all the measures 
should be reimposed.

In a letter to the 15-member 
body, cited by Reuters, the three 
European parties to the nuclear 
deal and long-time U.S. allies 
said any decision or action taken 
to reimpose UN sanctions “would 
be incapable of legal effect.” The 
United States quit the nuclear 
deal in 2018.

“We have worked tirelessly to 
preserve the nuclear agreement 
and remain committed to do so,” 
said the UN envoys for Britain, 
France and Germany, adding that 
they remain committed to “fully 
implementing” a 2015 Security 
Council resolution that enshrines 
the pact, which also included 

Russia and China.
U.S. Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo said last month that he 
triggered a 30-day process at the 
Security Council leading to a re-
turn of UN sanctions on Iran on 
Saturday (2000 EDT/0000 GMT 
Sunday) that would also prevent 
a conventional arms embargo on 
Tehran from expiring on Oct. 18.

“Wrong again, Secretary Pom-
peo. Nothing new happens on 
9/20,” Iranian Foreign Minister 
Muhammad Javad Zarif tweeted. 

Also 13 of the Security Council 
members say Washington’s move 
is void because it is no longer a 
party to the nuclear deal. The 
United States obstinately claims 
it can make the move because the 
2015 Security Council resolution 
still names it as a participant.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
plans to issue an executive order 
in the coming days allowing him 
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Google Blocks YouTube Service to Press TV
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Google has for the sixth time tar-

geted Iranian broadcaster Press TV in its most recent attack 
against the international news network, blocking access to its 
official YouTube account, citing “violations of export laws.”

The move came on Saturday almost a year after the U.S. 
tech giant shut YouTube and Gmail accounts of both Press 
TV and its sister channel Hispan TV without any prior notice. 
“Your Google account was disabled and can’t be restored be-
cause it violated export laws. You should retain legal counsel 
if you have any questions,” Google said in a message that 
appears after Press TV tries to log into its account. 
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Ministry Offers Flu Shots to Head Off Coronavirus  

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- The Iranian health ministry is 
preparing 14 million flu vaccine doses as part of its efforts 
to head off complications that might impact the healthcare 
system in the country in the autumn and winter if people si-
multaneously contract the flu and the COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the new coronavirus.

Director of Iran’s Food and Drug Organization said on 
Saturday that Iran has an aggressive influenza vaccination 
program this calendar year ending late March compared to 
last year when 1.6 million shots were procured.

Prominent Cleric Muqtada al-Sadr: 

Embassy in Iraq Will Mark 
Zionist Regime’s End

Iranian mourners carry a picture of Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei granting the Order of 
Zolfaghar, the highest military honor of Iran, to General Qassem Soleimani, during the latter’s funeral procession in Tehran.

World Countries Ignore U.S. Move

Blank Trigger of Snapback 
Against Iran

NEW YORK (Dispatches) -- 
A shooting at a backyard party 
packed with more than 100 people 
in Rochester, New York, killed two 
people and injured more than a 
dozen in the early hours of Satur-
day, a police official said.

A male and a female died in the 
shooting on Saturday, the interim 
police chief Mark Simmons told re-
porters. The wounded people were 
taken to two different hospitals. 
Simmons said none of them were 
reported to have life-threatening 
injuries.

“This is truly a tragedy of epic 
proportions,” Simmons said near 
the crime scene.

Officers responded to calls of 
shots being fired and found about 
100 people running from the scene, 
Simmons said. Before the call, po-
lice were not aware of the party, he 
said.

“This is yet another tragedy where 
individuals are having these illegal, 
unsanctioned house parties taking 
place in these properties, which, 
number one, is not safe because of 
COVID, because of the conditions. 
And then you add in alcohol and vi-
olence and it just becomes a recipe 
for disaster,” Simmons said.

The interim chief said no suspects 
were in custody, adding that it was 
too early to tell whether there was 
more than one shooter.

Rochester, a city of 200,000 in 
western New York, has faced a 
spate of shootings in recent months. 
The city’s police department has 
come under heightened scrutiny af-
ter the suffocation of Daniel Prude, 
a Black man who died after he 
was handcuffed and had his head 
pushed on the pavement as officers 
pulled a mesh hood over him.

Simmons said the community 
was already “going through so 
much” and now had to deal with a 
new, needless tragedy.

“For people who decide to act 
in a violent manner is unfortunate 
and shameful, and we’re going to 
do everything that we can as a de-
partment to bring those people in-
volved to justice,” he said.

The police department suspended 
seven officers this month in con-
nection with Prude’s death and sev-
eral command staff members have 
resigned. On Monday, Rochester 
Mayor Lovely Warren fired the po-
lice chief, La’Ron Singletary.

Singletary and other prominent 
Rochester officials had tried for 
months to dissimulate the officers’ 
actions around Prude’s death, most-
ly by keeping the troubling videos 
of the incident out of public view, 
according to an internal review of 
Prude’s death and the city’s actions 
in the ensuing months.

Weeks after Prude’s family made 
the video of his March arrest pub-
lic, protesters have also called for 
Ms. Warren’s resignation. But she 

has maintained that she was un-
aware of the details around Mr. 
Prude’s death.

The police said they did not be-
lieve the shooting on Saturday was 
tied to the recent demonstrations.

The FBI is increasingly worried 
about possible violent clashes be-
tween ideologically-motivated ex-
tremist groups before the Novem-
ber election, director Chris Wray 
said Thursday.

Wray said the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is keeping a close 
eye on groups who have faced off 
in protests in various cities such as 
Portland, Oregon, and Kenosha, 
Wisconsin.

In those places, anti-racism and 
anti-police groups have squared off 
with right-wing and white national-
ist activists who are often armed.

Wray told a Congressional hear-
ing that the FBI was deeply con-
cerned about the growing tension 
on U.S. streets, and groups that are 
“hijacking” protests to incite vio-
lence.

“Now you’ve got an additional 
level of combustible violence,” 
he said, citing “violent extremist 
groups or individuals committing 
violence.”

“Now you have both groups from 
the opposite sides adding to the 
combustibility and danger of the 
situation,” Wray told the House 
Homeland Security Committee.

“We have certainly seen that in 
a number of cities. That’s a force 
multiplier, in a bad way, that I’m 
concerned about.”

Several people have been killed 
in those situations.

U.S. President Donald Trump on 
Thursday urged “patriotic” teach-
ing in schools and railed against 
anti-racism training that he said is 
destroying national unity.

Behind in the polls six weeks 
before the presidential election, 
Trump is going all out to stir up his 
right-wing base against what he ar-
gues is a far-left plot to change the 
American way of life.

He has taken particular aim at so-
called critical race theory, racial 
sensitivity training and attempts to 
reexamine U.S. history by center-
ing the deep roots of racism against 
African Americans.

Trump, whose speech marked 
Constitution Day, was speaking af-
ter a summer of sometimes violent 
anti-police protests, triggered by 
high-profile shootings and killings 
by officers of black suspects during 
arrests.

The unrest, which activists say 
reflected pent-up anger at the coun-
try’s failure to reckon with rac-
ism, also saw crowds tearing down 
historic statues -- some celebrat-
ing figures from the slave-owning 
South in the Civil War and some 
representing the country’s early 
founders.
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Anyone Behind Assassination Will Be Targeted


