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“Peace upon you, O’ Daughter of the Messenger of Allah. Peace 
upon you, O’ Daughter of the Commander of the Faithful. Peace 
upon you, O’ Daughter of Fatemat-az-Zahra (SA) – the Noblest Lady 
of all time. Peace upon you O’ Sister of Hasan (AS) – the Poisoned 
Martyr. Peace upon you O’ Sister of Husain (AS) – the Oppressed 
Martyr. Peace upon you O’ the Patient and the Ever-Striving (in the 
way of Allah).
“You are Pure and the Purifier of the land where you are buried, and 
you are on a very high station,
“I beseech Allah, Who blessed me in this world with your pilgrimage, 
to grant me the blessings of your intercession on the Last Day (Day of 
Judgement), and gather me in your company and under your banner, 
and quench my thirst at your fountain (of Kowsar).”
The Coronavirus pandemic sweeping Iran and the world may have for 
the moment restricted mass gatherings, as part of social distancing 
and hygienic measures to prevent its spread, but it has failed to dampen 
the fervour in the hearts of the faithful.
Whether through broadcasts on TV and Radio Channels or through the 
print media, as well as limited attendance at mosques and shrines, the 
faithful continue to observe the rituals of the sacred month of Rajab, as 
well as salute the members of the Blessed Household (Ahl al-Bayt) of 
Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) on days associated with these immortal 
guides of humanity towards the shores of salvation.
Thus, while the fortunate present in Damascus these days have the 
opportunity to salute the Heroine of Karbala at her holy shrine, we 
in Iran and all over the world, should not be considered less fortunate 
than the pilgrims, when we pay our respects to Prophet’s granddaughter 
from afar. 
Yes it was on the 15th of Rajab, a few years after the heartrending 
tragedy of Karbala that Hazrat Zainab (SA) achieved martyrdom while 
on a visit to Syria, when an enemy of the Ahl al-Bayt struck her head 
with a pickaxe, while she reminisced the sad spectacle of her brother 
Imam Husain’s (AS) severed head hanging from a tree of the garden 
where the Omayyad army had encamped in 61 AH, along with the 
noble captives of Karbala, before entering Damascus. 
The Impeccable Daughter of Imam Ali (AS) and Hazrat Fatema (SA) 
needs no introduction. Born in Medina in 6 AH, she was 5 years old 
when she lost her maternal grandfather, Prophet Muhammad (SAWA). 
Within a few months, another tragedy struck the blessed household 
when the little girl witnessed the martyrdom of her beloved mother, 
upon whom the enemies of humanity had battered down the burning 
door of her house. 
Nonetheless, she patiently endured these sufferings while growing up 
under the loving care of her father, along with her brothers, Imam 
Hasan (AS) and Imam Husain (AS). 
If her paternal grandparents were the primordial Muslims, Hazrat 
Abu Taleb (AS) and Fatema bint Asad (SA) – whose traits of faith is 
Islam blossomed in her personality – she bore a striking resemblance 
to her maternal grandmother, Omm al-Momineen (Mother of all True 
Believers), Hazrat Khadija (SA).
When she grew up she married her first cousin, Abdullah the son of 
Ja’far at-Tayyar, and became the mother of several children. After 25 
years of silence when the caliphate came begging at the doorstep of 
her father and he reluctantly took up the reins of political power, she 
and her family moved along with him to Kufa in Iraq the new capital 
of the Islamic realm.
Imam Ali (AS), during his four-and-a-half year rule of social justice 
revived the genuine teachings of Islam in society, before being martyred 
in the Mosque while in the state of prayer in the blessed month of 
Ramadhan in 40 AH. It was a great blow to Hazrat Zainab (SA). 
Some six months later, her elder brother, Imam Hasan Mojtaba (AS) 
relinquished the caliphate, because of adverse political circumstances 
and returned to Medina with all the family members. 
Ten years later in 50 AH, Imam Hasan Mojtaba (AS) was martyred 
through poisoning by the rebel Mu’awiya ibn Abu Sufyan. It was another 
tragedy for Zainab (SA). She, however, remained steadfast beside her 
other brother, Imam Husain (AS). In 60 AH, when he was forced to 
leave Medina, she took the permission of her husband, Abdullah, to 
accompany Imam Husain (AS) to Mecca and then Karbala along with 
two of her sons, Aun and Mohammad. 

In Karbala, she witnessed the heartrending tragedy of Ashura on the 
10th of Moharram, when within a space of few hours 18 of her family 

members, including her two sons Aun and Mohammad were martyred, 
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Immortal Legacy of the 
Heroine of Karbala

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- 
The administration of U.S. President 
Joe Biden has acknowledged that 
former president Donald Trump’s 
“maximum pressure” policy against 
Iran was a failure.

Speaking at a press briefing on 
Thursday, U.S. State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said the 
Trump administration’s policy had 
failed to achieve each and every 
single one of its aims.

“I think when you look at the re-
sults of maximum pressure, you 
can only be left with one conclu-
sion,” Price said.

He added, “Maximum pressure 
was supposed to result in a better 
deal. It was supposed to cow Teh-

ran and its proxies, it was supposed 
to isolate Iran from the rest of the 
world, and it was supposed to leave 
America’s interests in a better posi-
tion.”

Price continued to say that in 
every single one of the issues he 
raised, the opposite has been true, 
adding that over the last four years, 
“we came nowhere close to any-
thing resembling a better deal.”

While criticizing Trump’s failed 
policy against Iran, he still sug-
gested that the Biden administra-
tion will continue to pressure Teh-
ran with closer cooperation with 
the U.S.’s allies.

“Now, our approach recognizes 
that maximum pressure accom-

panied by the lack of diplomatic 
engagement got us to where we 
are,” he said. “That is why we are 
embarking on a different path, one 
that prioritizes real, principled, 
clear-eyed diplomacy – clear-eyed 
diplomacy with our partners and 
allies.”

Tehran has adopted what it calls 
the “maximum resistance” policy 
and successfully weathered the 
U.S. pressure.

Price explained that during the 
Trump administration, the U.S. 
was sitting at the opposite side of 
the table of its closest European 
partners and allies.

Pointing to a recent meeting be-
tween the E3 and the U.S.’s top 

diplomats, he said it was “a clear 
sign that for the first time in years, 
the United States was on precisely 
the same page as our closest allies 
and partners.”

“And with that unanimity, with 
that cooperation, with those con-
sultations, we enter this phase 
of diplomacy from a position of 
strength and we are confident 
that this is the sort of position 
of strength that will allow us to 
achieve our strategic goal,” the 
U.S. spokesman claimed. 

When campaigning for presi-
dent, Biden vowed to re-enter the 
JCPOA and abandon Trump’s 
failed maximum pressure policy. 
Yet, since assuming office more 
than a month ago, he has instead 
urged Iran to scale back its nuclear 
activities to fully comply with the 
JCPOA – a nuclear agreement the 
U.S. is officially no longer a party 
to.

Tehran, which has reduced its 
commitments under Article 36 of 
the JCPOA as a legitimate response 
to the U.S. withdrawal, argues that 
it is Washington that must first ful-
fill its commitment to the deal be-
fore Iran does the same.

In remarks on Wednesday, Price 
acknowledged that Iran remained 
compliant with the JCPOA before 
the deal was ditched by Trump, and 
took steps away from the agree-
ment only after the ill-judged mea-
sure.

“The IAEA, while the Iran deal, 
while the JCPOA was in full ef-
fect, while Iran was abiding by it, 
they expressed confidence that Iran
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NEW YORK (Dispatches) -- 
Militia groups involved in the 
January 6 raid want to stage an-
other attack around Joe Biden’s 
upcoming address to Congress, 
aiming to “blow up” the complex 
and kill lawmakers, the acting 
chief of the U.S. Capitol police 
has warned.

In alarming testimony to a House 
subcommittee, Yogananda Pittman 
said that threats were circulating 
that directly targeted the presi-
dent’s first formal speech to a joint 
session of Congress. A date for the 
event has not yet been announced.

“We know that members of the 
militia groups that were present on 
Jan 6 have stated their desires that 
they want to blow up the Capitol 
and kill as many members as pos-
sible,” Pittman said.

The police chief’s warning was 
made in the context of her trying to 
justify to Congress why exception-

al security measures put in place 
in the wake of the  January 6 as-
sault needed to remain until alter-
natives could be devised. A large 
area around the Capitol is still 
surrounded by a 7ft non-scalable 
fence, and thousands of National 
Guard members continue to be de-
ployed.

“Based on that information, we 
think that it’s prudent that Capitol 
Police maintain its enhanced and 
robust security posture until we 
address those vulnerabilities going 
forward,” she said.

Her words are also likely to be 
taken seriously as a clear indica-
tion of the ongoing threat posed 
by the armed militia members 
who took part in the storming of 
the Capitol in which five people 
died and almost 140 police offi-
cers were injured. Ashli Babbitt, 
a Trump supporter and military
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DAMASCUS (Dispatches) -- 
The U.S. said Friday President 
Joe Biden had ordered military 
airstrikes against facilities be-
longing to anti-terror resistance 
groups on the Iraqi-Syrian bor-
der.

Pentagon press secretary John 
F. Kirby told reporters that 
Biden authorized the strikes on 
Thursday, allegedly destroying 
multiple facilities at a border 
control point used by Hashd 
al-Sha’abi fighters, including 
members of Kata’ib Hezbollah 
and Kata’ib Sayyid al-Shuhada 
groups.

Kirby claimed that the strikes 
were in response to recent at-
tacks against American and al-
lied personnel in Iraq. 

A rocket attack on Feb. 15 on 
the airport in Erbil, in northern 
Iraq, allegedly killed a Filipino 
contractor with the U.S. military 

and wounded six others.
Another salvo hit a base host-

ing U.S. forces north of Bagh-
dad days later. At least one 
contractor was hurt as a result. 
American officials said Thurs-
day’s strikes were relatively 
small and carefully calibrated.

In the U.S. attack, however, 
seven 500-pound bombs were 
reportedly dropped on a cluster 
of buildings at the Syria-Iraq 
border.

A reliable source told Press 
TV on Friday that one fighter 
was killed and four others were 
injured in the attack. 

A U.S. official, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity, 
claimed that the United States 
did not want to escalate the situ-
ation into a bigger conflict.

The official said Biden was 
presented with a range of options
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U.S. Warship in Mideast Has COVID-19 Cases
DUBAI (Reuters) -- A U.S. Navy warship operating 

in the Middle East has a dozen cases of the novel coro-
navirus, while another warship in the region is investi-
gating whether some of its members are also infected.

The USS San Diego which has the confirmed cases is 
at port in Bahrain. It sails with about 600 sailors and 
Marines aboard. The guided-missile cruiser USS Phil-
ippine Sea, which carries some 380 sailors, is expected 
to pull into port for further testing. The port was not 
disclosed. 
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Photos Reveal Clearer View of Dimona Expansion 

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- New satellite photos show a 
clearer view of a secretive nuclear arms factory of the Israeli 
regime, which is the only possessor of atomic bombs in the 
Middle East, revealing that the site is undergoing what ap-
pears to be the biggest construction project in decades.

According to the AP, a dig about the size of a soccer field 
now sits only meters from the aging reactor at the Shimon 
Peres Negev nuclear factory, whose purpose is believed to be 
the production of nuclear materials for the Zionist regime’s 
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Police: Militia Groups 
Plan to Blow Up Capitol

Protesters burn pictures of former U.S. President Donald Trump and President-elect Joe Biden during a demonstration 
against the assassination of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Iran’s top nuclear scientist, in Tehran.
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