
TEHRAN (FNA) -- Iranian 
cinematic work ‘Driving Class’ 
written by Marjan Riyahi and 
directed by Marzieh Riyahi will 
compete at the 92nd Academy 
Awards.

The Driving License had earlier 
won the best short film prize at the 
22nd Religion Today Film Festival 
in Italy.

Linda Kiyani, Ali Reza Sanifar, 
Salar Khamseh, and Sanaz Mesbah 
are among the cast members.

The work had also grabbed 
the Jury Award of the 18th 
International Festival of Women 
Films Topaz.

The 92nd edition of the Academy 
Awards is set to take place in the 
U.S. on February 9, 2020.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
-- Some stress at a young age 
could actually lead to a longer 
life, new research in roundworms 
shows. 

University of Michigan 
researchers have discovered that 
oxidative stress experienced 
early in life increases subsequent 
stress resistance later in life.

Oxidative stress happens 
when cells produce more 
oxidants and free radicals than 
they can deal with. It’s part of 
the aging process, but can also 
arise from stressful conditions 
such as exercise and calorie 
restriction.

Examining a type 
of roundworm called 
Caenorhabditis elegans, U-M 
scientists Ursula Jakob and 
Daphne Bazopoulou found 
that worms that produced more 
oxidants during development 
lived longer than worms that 
produced fewer oxidants. Their 
results are published in the 
journal Nature.

When the researchers 
exposed the whole population 
of juvenile worms to external 
ROS (Reactive oxygen 
species) during development, 
the average lifespan of the 
entire population increased. 
Though the researchers don’t 
know yet what triggers the 
oxidative stress event during 

development, they were able 
to determine what processes 
enhanced the lifespan of these 
worms.
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Today is Saturday; 16th of the Iranian month of Azar 1398 solar hijri; corresponding to 
10th of the Islamic month of Rabi al-Sani 1441 lunar hijri; and December 7, 2019, of the 
Christian Gregorian Calendar.

2062 solar years ago, on this day in 43 BC, Marcus Tullius Cicero, considered to 
be ancient Rome’s greatest orator and prose stylist, was assassinated on the orders of 
Marcus Antonius (Mark Anthony). A year earlier Cicero had launched the first of his 
“Philippics” (oratorical attacks) on Antonius, making 14 of them over the following 
months. 

1445 solar years ago, on this day in 574 AD, Byzantine Emperor, Justin II, abdicated 
the throne due to recurring seizures of insanity, and handed over power to his general 
Tiberius, proclaiming him Caesar. Justin had suffered a shattering defeat at the hands of 
the Iranian Emperor, Khosrow I Anushiravan. The Romans agreed to pay 45,000 gold 
coins to Iran as war reparations.
1240 lunar years ago, on this day in 201 AH, Hazrat Fatema al-Ma’soumah (peace 
upon her), the venerable daughter of the Prophet of Islam’s 7th Infallible Heir, Imam 
Musa Kazem (AS), succumbed to the wounds she suffered 17 days earlier when her 
caravan was attacked near Saveh, and attained martyrdom in the city of Qom. The young 
28-year old lady was on her way from her hometown Medina to Merv in Khorasan to 
meet her brother, Imam Reza (AS), who was forced to come to northeastern Iran by the 
crafty Abassid caliph, Mamoun. She was a picture of piety, knowledge, wisdom, virtue, 
and generosity that earned her the title of “Karimey-e Ahl al-Bayt” or Munificent Lady 
of the Household of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA). Her holy shrine draws millions of 
pilgrims every year from all over Iran and the world, and has transformed Qom into a 
prime centre of Islamic learning.

1116 solar years ago, on this day in 903 AD, the famous Iranian Islamic astronomer 
and mathematician, Abu’l-Hassan Abdur-Rahman Ibn Amr as-Sufi ar-Raazi, was born 
in Rayy, near modern Tehran. He was one of the greatest astronomers and astrologers 
and was patronized by Azud od-Dowla Daylami, the ruler of the Persian Shi’ite Muslim 
Buwayhid dynasty of Iran-Iraq-Oman to translate scientific texts from Greek, Pahlavi 
and other languages into Arabic. As-Sufi was known in medieval Europe as “Azophi”; 
and today modern scientists have named in his honour the moon crater “Azophi” and 
the minor planet “12621 Alsufi”. He published his famous book “Kitab al-Kawakeb as-
Sabeta” (Book of Fixed Stars) in 964 AD, describing much of his work, both in textual 
descriptions and pictures. In the same year he made the earliest recorded observation 
(from Yemen) of what western scientists today call the “Andromeda Galaxy”; 
describing it as a “small cloud”. These were the first galaxies other than the Milky Way 
to be observed from the Earth. Since 2006, the Astronomy Society of Iran – Amateur 
Committee (ASIAC) – has been holding an international “Sufi Observing Competition” 
in his memory. A related work by him is: “Kitab Suwar al-Kawakeb ath-Thamaniya 
al-Arba’een”.

1052 solar years ago, on this day in 967 AD, the Iranian mystic and poet, Abu-Sa’eed 
Abi’l-Khair, was born in Mihne, near Torbat-e Haiderieh in Khorasan. He was an expert 
on exegesis of the Holy Qur’an, hadith, and jurisprudence, and was devoted to the Ahl 
al-Bayt of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA). The details of his thoughts and life are known 
from the book “Asrar at-Tawhid” (Mysteries of Monotheism) written by his grandson, 
Mohammad Ibn Munawwar. 

1036 solar years ago, on this day in 983 AD, the Holy Roman Emperor Otto II died 
crestfallen, a year after he was decisively defeated by the Muslim forces of the Fatemid 
Ismaili Shi’a caliphate of Egypt-North Africa at the Battle of Capo Colonna, in Calabria, 
southern Italy. 

421 solar years ago, on this day in 1598 AD, Giovanni “Gian” Lorenzo Bernini, Italian 
sculptor, painter, architect, was born. He was the greatest sculptor of the 17th century and 
worked under the patronage of Pope Urban VII. His works included the “Ecstasy of St. 
Teresa,” “David” and “Daphne and Apollo.”

316 solar years ago, on this day in 1703 AD, the greatest windstorm ever recorded in the 
southern part of Britain makes landfall. Winds gust up to 120 mph, and 9,000 people die.

288 solar years ago, on this day in 1731 AD, French orientalist, Abraham Hyacinthe 
Anquetil-Duperron, was born in Paris. He could be called the first professional French 
Indologist and Iranologist. His most valuable achievement was a two-volume Latin 
retranslation and commentary of a Persian translation of fifty Upanishads (or sacred 
books of the Hindus) received from India in 1775, which he translated by 1796.

237 solar years ago, on this day in 1782 AD, Haidar Ali Khan, the Sultan of Mysore, 
died in camp near Chittor in what is now Andhra Pradesh, during the war with the British 
colonialists at the age of 61 after a reign of 21 years. His death was concealed by the 
minister, Purnaiya, until the arrival from Malabar of his son, Fath Ali Khan, who joined 
the main army in a few days and was established on the throne of Mysore as Tipu Sultan. 

130 solar years ago, on this day in 1889 AD, the first modern automobile was built. Its 
speed was 12 km per hour and its inventor was Karl Friedrich Benz of Germany.
111 lunar years ago, on this day in 1330 AH, the Holy Shrine in Mashhad of Imam 
Reza (AS), the 8th Infallible Heir of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA), was shelled by the 
invading Russian forces. The blasphemous attack which damaged the minarets was part 
of Russia’s pressures on the weak Qajarid dynasty to expel American advisor, Morgan 
Schuster, and appoint foreign nationals only with the permission of Russia and Britain. 
Many people of Mashhad were martyred and wounded in this barbaric attack.

91 solar years ago, on this day in 1928 AD, Avram Noam Chomsky, American linguist, 
philosopher, cognitive scientist, political commentator, social justice activist, and 
anarcho-syndicalist advocate, was born in Philadelphia to Ukrainian-born Ashkenazi Jew, 
Zev Chomsky. Sometimes described as the “Father of Modern Linguistics”, Chomsky 
is also a major figure in analytic philosophy. He has spent most of his career at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), where he is Institute Professor Emeritus, 
and is the author of more than 100 books, including “Thought-Control in Democratic 
Societies”. He is highly critical of the US Administration’s hegemonic policies and the 
state terrorism of Israel, for which the Zionist entity has banned his entry.

78 solar years ago, on this day in 1941 AD, Japan launched an aerial attack on the US 
naval base at Pearl Harbor in the Pacific, making the US to directly enter World War 2 
in the eastern theatre. 

66 solar years ago, on this day in 1953 AD, three Iranian students were shot and 
martyred by the Shah’s forces at Tehran University for protesting the visit to Iran of 
the then US vice-president, Richard Nixon, three-and-a-half months after the US-coup 
that toppled the government of Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Mosaddeq and restored 
the fugitive Shah to power. The day after this tragic incident, Nixon was shamelessly 
awarded an honorary PhD by the regime at Tehran University. This day is thus marked 
as Student’s Day in Iran.

38 solar years ago, on this day in 1981 AD, Palestinian activist, Abdul-Wahhab Kayyali, 
was assassinated by Zionists in Beirut. His PhD thesis at London University was on 
Palestine and the resistance of Arabs against colonialism and Zionism. He also published 
the first Palestinian magazine. Among the valuable books he wrote, mention can be made 
of “Modern History of Palestine”.
31 solar years ago, on this day in 1988 AD, the 6.8 degree earthquake rocked the 
northern part of Armenia with a maximum MSK intensity of X (Devastating), killing 
some 50,000 people and injuring 130,000 others.
26 solar years ago, on this day in 1993 AD, Javad Ma’roufi, one of the most notable 
composers of Persian classical music and one of the first pianists who wrote Persian 
pieces for the piano, passed away in his hometown Tehran at the age of 82. Amongst his 
celebrated pieces are “Khabha-ye Tala’I” (Golden Dreams) and “Jila”.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

This Day in History
TEHRAN (IFILM) -- The 17th 

London Short Film Festival (LSFF) 
in the UK is set to screen Iran’s short 
film ‘Exam’.

According to the Iranian Youth 
Cinema Society, Sonia Haddad’s 
‘Exam’ will be screened in the 
festival’s “New Shorts” section.

“A teenage girl involves in the 
process of delivering a pack of 
cocaine to its client, and she got stuck 
in a weird cycle of occurrences,” a 
synopsis for the film reads.

‘Exam’ has attended several 
international festivals, including 

the Toronto International Film 
Festival in Canada and the Uppsala 
International Short Film Festival in 
Sweden. It has also managed to win 
the Golden Star at the third El Gouna 
Film Festival in Egypt.

The film has been qualified for 
the short film category of the 2021 
Oscars ceremony.

Earlier reports said the Iranian 
short film ‘Sluggish Life’ would also 
attend the LSFF.

The 17th edition of London Short 
Film Festival is slated for January 
10-19, 2020.

A blind Baluch girl and social activist symbolically collects the garbage dumped by the people on the shore 
of Darak in Chabahar port. Sima Raisi, a resident of Chabahar, is now working on her doctoral disser-
tation in political science. She suffered from visual impairments at the age of 18 and is visionless now. 

Courtesy of IFP NEWS

Iran’s Short Film Competes in London

TEHRAN (MNA) – Iranian short ‘End 
of the Road’, directed by Soran Rahimi, 
has made it into the competition section of 
23rd CineMAiubit International Student 
Film Festival in Romania.

The film is about a driver driving 
through the roads in Kurdistan province 
when something happens to him which 
prompts him to review his beliefs and 
principles.

‘End of the Road’ will have first 
international screening at the 23rd 
edition of CineMAiubit International 
Student Film Festival in Bucharest, 

Romania.
The festival is a yearly event of 

cinema culture organized by the 
National University of Theatre and 
Film “I.L.Caragiale” Bucharest and the 
CineMAiubit Foundation. The main 
purpose of the CineMAiubit International 
Student Film Festival is to promote 
students, works, debate and consolidate 
the links between film schools, according 
to the event’s organizers.

The 23rd edition of the event is 
currently underway in Bucharest through 
December 7.

Romania Student Festival Screens ‘End of the Road’

U.S. Hosts Award Winning 
‘Driving Class’

Some Stress in Early life 
Extends Lifespan

Caenorhabditis elegans (stock image).


