
TEHRAN (MNA) – The 23rd Tehran International Holy Quran 

Exhibition has kicked off in the Ira-
nian capital city. 

Sponsored by the Culture Min-
istry’s Quran and Etrat Deputy in 
collaboration with the Municipali-
ty of Tehran, the 20-day event will 
welcome visitors every day at the 
Sacred Defense Garden Museum, 
covering an area of 8000 square 
meters.

The exhibition features various 
sections including organizations 
and institutions, academics, hijab 
and chastity, education, perform-
ing arts, digital media and interna-
tional section.

222 Iranian publishers as well as 

21 publishers from Arab countries 
will put on display some 20,000 
Quranic and religious titles in the 
Quranic Products Section.

The international section will 
showcase artworks by artists from 
Iraq, Syria, Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, France, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Turkey, New Zealand and Afghan-
istan.

The Tehran International Holy 
Quran Exhibition is an annual 
event organized during the blessed 
month of Ramadan with the aim 
of stimulating development and 
promotion in concepts of the Holy 
Quran.

TEHRAN (IRNA) – Nicara-
guan Ambassador to Tehran Mario 
Barquero Baltodano conferred on 
Tuesday with Vice-President and 
Head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts and Tourism Organiza-
tion Masoud Soltanifar on expan-
sion of cultural cooperation.

The two sides signed a memoran-
dum of understanding on promotion 
of cultural cooperation in various 
sectors. 

History proved that Iran-Nicara-
gua relations have been friendly in 
the past 36 years, Soltanifar said. 

Supporting revolutionarily people 
in Nicaragua and their achievements 
have been regarded as a basic prin-
ciple for Iran, he said adding that 
during the period the Islamic Re-

public of Iran rendered support for 
Nicaraguan revolutionarily govern-
ment at international scenes. 

Iran’s civilization dated back to 
10-11 thousand years ago and has 
left significant impacts on global 
developments, he said adding that 
the impacts of Iran’s role would be 
observed in global balance as well 
as in the Middle East region, Soltan-
ifar said. 

Despite the unjust and illegal sanc-
tions imposed on Iran, the country 
with reliance on its people and wise 
leadership of the Supreme Leader 
has been successful to resolve prob-
lems, he said.

‘We hope the current nuclear talks 
between Iran and G5+1 to bear fruit 
and after removal of all sanctions to 

witness opening of a new chapter in 
economic, social, political and cul-
tural cooperation,’ Soltanifar said.

Iran is now in a position to emerge 
as a regional power thanks to the sig-
nificant achievements in various sci-
entific fields such as nanotechnolo-
gy, biotechnology, taking advantage 
of new technological know-how in 
the energy sector, agriculture and 
industry and is to put these achieve-
ments at the disposal of our friends 
such as Nicaragua, he said. 

The government is to attract some 
20 million tourists by the year 2025 
requiring expansion of facilities and 
infrastructures in tourism, he said. 

There are about 32,000 tourist sites 
in Iran very remarkable in terms of 
tourism attractions in the world, he 

said. 
Iran is among three main produc-

ers of handicrafts in the world, he 
underlined. 

Iran is ready to help Nicaragua in 
various fields as tourism, rebuilding 
of historical sites and monuments, 
he said. 

Expansion of cultural cooperation 
would be classified in four catego-
ries defined as history, nature, reli-
gion and pilgrimage and health, he 
said. 

Some 500,000 of health tourists 
visit Iran every year due to low cost 
of services compared to the Europe-
an countries, he said. 

Nicaraguan ambassador described 
Iran-Nicaragua relations as sincere 
and historical.

Art & Culture 3JUNE 25, 2015

23rd Tehran Intl. Quran 
Expo Kicks Off

 (June 25)
Today is Thursday; 4th of the Iranian month of Tir 1394 solar hijri; correspond-

ing to 8th of the Islamic month of Ramadhan 1436 lunar hijri; and June 25, 2015, 
of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

1005 lunar years ago, on this day in 431 AH, Mohammad Ibn Mikaeel Ibn 
Seljuq, known as Toghril Beg, won the Battle of Dandanaqan, and seized Kho-
rasan from the Ghaznavid Empire, thereby heralding the rise of the Seljuq Turks 
of Central Asia as a new power in Iran, and eventually Anatolia (Turkey), Syria, 
Iraq, and the Persian Gulf coastline of the Arabian Peninsula. Highly Persianized 
in culture and language, the Seljuqs who ruled for over a century-and-a-half, 
played an important role in the development of the Turko-Persian tradition, even 
exporting Persian culture to Anatolia.

981 lunar years ago, on this day in 455 AH, the Seljuqid ruler, Mohammad ibn 
Mikaeel ibn Seljuq, popularly known as Toghril Beg, died in Rayy, south of Teh-
ran, where his grave in a conical mausoleum still stands. He established the vast 
Seljuqid Empire, by occupying Baghdad on the secret invitation of the scheming 
Abbasid caliph, al-Qa’em-Billah, to end the 110-year rule of the Iranian Bu-
waihid Dynasty of Iraq-Iran, after conquering territories in northwestern Iran 
and Anatolia (modern Turkey). To legitimize his rule and expand his empire, he 
forced the figurehead Abbasid caliph to give him his daughter in marriage, and 
to sign decrees for wars against the Byzantine Christian Empire in Anatolia and 
the Syrian territories of the Fatemid Ismaili Shi’ite Muslim caliphate of Egypt-
North Africa. Born in Central Asia in what is now Kazakhstan to the chief of the 
Oghuz, he strove to unite the Turkic tribes of the vast Eurasian Steppes into a 
confederacy. Along with his elder brother, Chaghri Beg, he rose to prominence 
in the service of the Khaqan of the Qara-Khanid Dynasty of Bukhara that had 
displaced the Iranian Samanid Dynasty in Central Asia. He turned against the 
Qara-Khanids and in 1040 defeated the Ghaznavids of Khorasan-Afghanistan 
at the Battle of Dandanqanan. His hordes gradually swept across the Iranian 
Plateau before marching into Anatolia and Iraq. In 1058, he lost Baghdad to the 
Fatemids but recaptured it two years later. On his death in Rayy at the age of 73 
the childless Toghril was succeeded after a brief struggle between the two sons 
of his deceased brother, Chaghri, by his surviving nephew Alp Arsalan – perhaps 
the greatest ruler of the Seljuq Dynasty. The Seljuqs who ruled for over a centu-
ry-and-a-half, became Persianized and played a vital role in the development and 
spread of the Persian language and culture in Anatolia, where a branch of them 
ruled until 1307 as the Seljuq Sultanate of Roum

761 lunar years ago, on this day in 675 AH, Najm od-Din Ali Dabiraan Qazvini 
al-Katebi, the prominent Iranian astronomer, philosopher, logician, theologian and 
chemist, passed away. He was part of the scientific team assembled by his teach-
er, Iranian-Islamic genius Khwaja Nasir od-Din Tousi, at the famous observatory 
of Maragha, and wrote numerous books on various topics, including “Jame’ ad-
Daqa’eq”. His work on logic, titled “ar-Risala ash-Shamsiyya”, was commonly 
used as the first major text on logic in madrasahs, until the twentieth century 
and is perhaps the most studied logic textbook of all time. His logic was largely 
inspired by the formal Avicennian system of temporal modal logic of the famous 
Iranian-Islamic polymath Abu Ali Ibn Sina, but is more elaborate and departs from 
it in several ways. While Ibn Sina considered ten modalities and examined six of 
them, Katebi considers many more modalized propositions and examines thirteen 
which he considers ‘customary to investigate’.  Great scholars such as Allamah 
Hilli and Qotb od- Din Mahmoud Shirazi studied in his presence .

193 solar years ago, on this day in 1822 AD, a group of black people in the US 
whose ancestors were kidnapped by Europeans from Africa and sold as slaves 
in the America, returned to Africa and settled down in the land which is today 
known as Liberia today. This country was initially administered like one of the 
US states, but in 1847, it became a republic and its first president was Joseph 
Roberts, who had been enslaved in the State of Virginia.

115 solar years ago, on this day in 1900 AD, the Taoist monk Wang Yuanlu 
discovered the Dunhuang Manuscripts, a cache of ancient texts that are of great 
historical and religious significance, in the Mogao Caves of Dunhuang, Chi-
na. Dating from the 5th to early 11th centuries, the manuscripts include works 
ranging from history and mathematics to folk songs and dance. Most of the re-
ligious manuscripts are Buddhist, but other religions including Daoism, Nesto-
rian Christianity and Iranian Manichaeism are also represented. The majority 
of the manuscripts are in the Chinese and Tibetan languages. Other languages 
represented are Khotanese, Sanskrit, Sogdian, Tangut, Old Uyghur language, 
and Hebrew. The manuscripts are a major resource for academic studies in a 
wide variety of fields including history, religious studies, linguistics, and man-
uscript studies.

112 solar years ago, on this day in 1903 AD, George Orwell, British novelist, 
essayist and critic, was born in India as Eric Arthur Blair. He took his pen name 
in 1932. His books included “Animal Farm” (1945) and “1984” (1949), which 
attacked totalitarianism. He died in 1950.

65 solar years ago, on this day in 1950 AD, in the wake of wide-scale provoca-
tions by the US, North Korea had no choice but to swiftly advance into the south. 
A UN resolution, however, not only halted the offensive but provided the US to 
invade North Korea. The timely entry of the Chinese army led to the retreat of 
US forces and liberation of North Korea.

52 solar years ago, on this day in 1963 AD, the Father of the Islamic Revo-
lution, Imam Khomeini (God bless his soul), was transferred from holy Qom to 
the Eshratabad military barracks in Tehran by the notorious intelligence outfit, 
SAVAK, following the historic mass uprising of 15th Khordad (June 5). Forty 
days later, the Pahlavi regime exiled him to Turkey, from where a year later he 
moved to Iraq and took up residence in Najaf near the holy shrine of the Com-
mander of the Faithful, Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS), before returning to Iran in 
February 1979 to lead the Islamic Revolution to victory that ended 2,500 years 
of monarchy.

40 solar years ago, on this day in 1975 AD, Mozambique in southeast Afri-
ca became independent from Portuguese rule, after offering tens of thousands 
of martyrs. Mozambique lies on the Indian Ocean coast of Africa, and shares 
borders with Tanzania, Malavi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and South Africa. Muslims 
account for over 20 percent of the population of Mozambique, which is actually 
is a Portuguese corruption of the name of the chief Arab trader of the land, Mosa 
al-Bique.

27 solar years ago, on this day in 1988 AD, Saddam of the repressive Ba’th 
minority regime of Iraq, with US support, ordered chemical bombardment of 
Iranian combatants stationed in Majnoun Islands during the 8-year imposed war. 
In these barbaric air raids, hundreds of Iranian combatants were martyred or 
wounded. The world turned a blind eye to the use of internationally banned 
chemical weapons against Iran by Saddam, who parallel with the victories of 
Iranian combatants intensified usage of chemical weapons. The Ba’thist army 
used chemical weapons against Iran at least on 200 different occasions during 
the 8-year war, wounding and martyring nearly 30,000 Iranian soldiers and ci-
vilians.

24 solar years ago, on this day in 1991 AD, Croatia and Slovenia became in-
dependent from the Federation of Yugoslavia, or more properly from the Serbs. 
Croatia and Slovenia are located in the Balkan region, which for several centu-
ries was ruled by the Ottoman Turks. Still a sizeable Muslim minority exists in 
both the countries.

2 solar years ago, on this day in 2013 AD, Hamad bin Khalifa Aal-e Thani 
of the Persian Gulf Sheikhdom of Qatar, formally handed power to his 33-year 
son Sheikh Tamim, following orders from the US, and refusal by Washington to 
review its decision regarding the client regime in Doha. 

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://english.irib.ir)

This Day in History

World’s 1st Kidney 
Transplant 

University Opens 
in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD (Alef.ir) -  The 
world’s first kidney transplant univer-
sity in Ahmedabad, built by Institute of 
Kidney Diseases and Research Centre 
(IKDRC) at the cost of Rs 50 crore, was 
inaugurated by chief minister Anandiben 
Patel on Saturday. 

IKDRC director Dr H L Trivedi will 
be university’s chancellor for five years 
and IKDRC deputy director Veena Shah 
will be the vice-chancellor. He said that 
the university, expected to come up on 
more than 25-acre land near IKDRC, 
will offer courses in dialysis technol-
ogy, anesthesia, clinical nursing, nurse 
technicians, immunology, biochemistry 
and other vital organs that are affected 
due to chronic kidney disease. 

The varsity will prepare documen-
tary-based science evidence on trans-
plants and new-age techniques. He 
said: “We’ll conduct research programs 
in diabetic nephropathy, immunology, 
cell infusion, cell development and oth-
er key areas.”

KidZania to Arrive in Tehran

House Museum of Dr. Ali Shariati – Tehran – Iran
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Iran, Nicaragua to Broaden Cultural Cooperation

 Theme park KidZania is going to open in Tehran

TEHRAN (Tehran.ir) - The first Children’s role-playing theme park Kid-

Zania is going to open in Tehran to improve the recreational and cultural per 

capita for kids, a City official say.

The head of Urban Industries & Occupations Organizing Company, 
Reza Qadimi, said that the theme park is going to become operational for 
the occasion of the Eid al-Fitr, an important Islamic religious ceremony 
that marks the end of Ramadan.

KidZania aims to teach kids to do role-playing activities in social con-
texts including hospital, bank, university, fire station, factory, etc.

KidZania is a privately held Mexican company allowing children to ex-
perience jobs in this society. The company was launched in 1997 by CEO 
Xavier Lopez. After opening in Santa Fe, the idea spread in cities like 
Bangkok, Kuwait City, Mumbai and Tokyo.


