
TEHRAN (MNA) – Mahmoud 
Farshchian, a master of Persian 
painting and miniatures, an-
nounced that a university of gen-
uine Islamic-Iranian arts is to be 
commissioned this year. 

Mahmoud Farshchian, a mas-
ter of Persian painting and min-
iatures, said, “to establish this 
university, I have held meetings 
with Mohammad Bagher No-
bakht, Head of President Of-
fice and Head of Management 
and Planning Organization, and 
Mokhber Dezfuli, Secretary of 
the Supreme Council of Cultural 
Revolution. Our country requires 
universities for genuine Islam-
ic-Iranian arts for the fact that our 
genuine arts have been suffering 
from great neglect.”

“Once, Persian carpet was 
number one in the world; now 
it has dropped down to 40.”, he 
reproached. “In many countries 
such as Italy or Austria, there are 
universities and research centers 
for their genuine arts, but there 
are no such places here in Iran.”

He went on saying, “West-ori-
ented intellectuals, a lack of prop-
er study on Iranian culture, and 
some conflicts have led to art be-
ing imposed on us from abroad.”

“There will be courses on Ira-
nian arts, handicrafts, carpet 
designs, artwork design and 
management in this university”, 
Farshchian further explained, 
“Commissioning this university 
can, in addition to creating job 
opportunities, promote our prod-
ucts in the field of art, and we 
will be witness to the astounding 
outcomes of this university in 

two years’ time.”
As to whether he will be teach-

ing in this university or not, 
he answered, “due to my age I 
cannot teach but I will withhold 
nothing to support this project.”

Mahmoud Farshchian is a mas-

ter of Persian painting and min-
iatures. He was born in the city 
of Isfahan in Iran, a place famed 
for its art and artists, and it was 
here where he started to learn art, 
painting and sculpting. His mas-
terpieces have been hosted by 

several museums and exhibitions 
worldwide. He’s the most mod-
ernizer of the field of miniatures, 
an art form which was first estab-
lished in Ancient Persia and later 
spread to China and Turkey and 
other Middle Eastern countries.
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Festival of joy and empathy – Mazandaran province – Iran
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TEHRAN (Press TV) - The 13th 
edition of the International Resistance 
Film Festival (IRFF) has started its 
programs in the Iranian capital city of 
Tehran and a number of other cities in 
the country.

Many Iranian and international 
cineastes and documentarians have 
flocked to this year’s festival that 
opened, September 21.

This year’s festival is to present 
some 259 screen productions selected 
from among 2000 entries from differ-
ent countries of the world.

Iran’s International Resistance Film 
Festival presents those screen cre-
ations focused on the theme of ‘Sa-
cred Defense.’

The Islamic Revolution and Sacred 
Defense Cinematic Community have 
held this year’s festival with special 
focus on “Resistance, Wisdom and 
Prosperity.”

The event is to be presented in the 
three sections of ‘International Com-
petition’, ‘Imad Moqniyeh Award’ 
and the ‘Outlook of Iran’s Resistance 
Cinema in the World’.

While the festival aims at expand-

ing the ‘Culture of Resistance’, it 
welcomes the works with focus on 
the resistance of Muslims and the op-
pressed worldwide.

The event will also host the films 
presenting ‘A revealing image of the 
US and Zionism crimes in the world’, 
‘Regional and worldwide spread of 
the Islamic Awakening’, ‘A world free 
of terrorism and nuclear weapons’, 
‘The role of Zionism and Wahhabism 

in desecration of Muslim beliefs and 
Prophet.’

‘Hollywood’s role in promotion of 
violence’, ‘Terrorism and sectarian-
ism’, ‘The role of resistance in pro-
motion of the culture of war, Influ-
ence of the Islamic Revolution in the 
world, Iran phobia and Islam phobia 
are also among the topics on which 
the participated films are required to 
focus.

The 2014 edition of the festival has 
added a new category titled ‘Takfiri 
Crimes’ into the year’s festival’s pro-
grams.

The new category focuses on the doc-
umentaries presenting the crimes of the 
Takfiri militants known as The Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

The year’s special section is ‘Imad 
Moqniyeh Award’ with focus on ter-
rorism and the crimes of Takfiri and 
Wahhabi groups.

A number of meetings and confer-
ences are also programmed to be held 
on the sidelines of the event.

The International Resistance Film 
Festival is annually held on Iran’s Sa-
cred Defense Week, from September 
22 through 29.

The festival marks Iran’s Sacred De-
fense during the 1980-1988 Iraqi-im-
posed war, when Iranian soldiers 
fought against the executed Iraqi dic-
tator Saddam Hussein’s forces and 
defended the Islamic Republic against 
enemy aggressions.

The 13th edition of the festival is 
scheduled to run until September 26, 
2014.

Intl. Resistance Film Festival 
2014 Kicks off in Iran

 (September 22)

Today is Monday; 31st of the Iranian month of Shahrivar 1393 solar hijri; cor-
responding to 26th of the Islamic month of Zil-Qa’dah 1435 lunar hijri; and Sep-
tember 22, 2014, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

942 solar years ago, on this day in 1072 AD, Ouyang Xiu, the famous Chinese 
historian, poet, politician, and calligrapher, died at the age of 65. He lived during 
the era of the Song Dynasty, and due to the multi-faceted nature of his talents, he 
would be regarded in Western parlance as a Renaissance man. Ouyang was one of 
the major players in the Qingli Reforms of the 1040s and was in charge of creating 
the New History of the Tang Dynasty. He was also regarded as one of the great 
masters of prose and poetry of the Tang and Song era. 

713 lunar years ago, on this day in 722 AH, the Iranian Sunni Hanafi scholar, 
Sa’d od-Din Mas’oud ibn Umar Taftazani, was born in Taftazan near the northeast-
ern Iranian city of Qochan in Khorasan Province. He studied in Herat, Gulistan, 
Khwarezm, Samarqand and Sarakhs. He mainly resided in Sarakhs, which today 
straddles the Iran-Turkmenistan border. He was active during the reign of the Tur-
kic conqueror Amir Timur, and was attached to his court. He died in Samarqand at 
the age of 70 and was buried in Sarakhs. He wrote books and treaties on grammar, 
rhetoric, theology, logic, law and the exegesis of the holy Qur’an. His works were 
used as textbooks for centuries in Ottoman madrasahs. The bulk of his writing is 
in Arabic, although he wrote a commentary of the Qur’an in his native Persian and 
translated the poems of the famous Persian poet, Mosleh od-Din Sa’di of Shiraz, 
into Turkic.

494 solar years ago, on this day in 1520 AD, the Ottoman sultan, Selim I, died 
at the age of 55 after a reign of 8 years, some 3 years after seizing Syria and Egypt 
from the Mamluk rulers and declaring himself caliph, although he had no right or 
legitimacy even from the Sunni point of view. In 1512, he had usurped the throne 
by dethroning his father, Bayazid II and immediately embarked on fratricide, kill-
ing his brothers and cousins. An accomplished poet in both his native Turkish 
and in Persian, he was of violent temper and notorious for his frequent killing of 
his viziers and the genocide of Shi’ite Muslims in Anatolia because of his fears 
of the growing influence of the Safavid Dynasty of Iran, against whom he was 
lucky to win the Battle of Chaldiran in 1514. His bid to build an alliance with 
Ubaydollah Khan Shaybani of Bukhara and the Timurid prince of Kabul, Zaheer 
od-Din Babar, against the Safavids failed. Babar (the future founder of the Mughal 
Empire of the Subcontinent) spurned the offer and opted to join Shah Ismail, while 
Shaybani was killed in battle by Iranians.

247 lunar years ago, on this day in 1188 AH, Jalal od-Din Haidar Shuja od-Dow-
la, the Nawab Wazir of the Mughal Empire and ruler of the Naishapuri dynasty of 
Iranian origin of the State of Awadh, died in his capital Faizabad after ruling for 
21 years, and was succeeded by his son Asaf-od-Dowla. Son of Muqim Ali Khan 
Safdar Jung the Prime Minister of the Mughal Empire, who was a Seyyed from 
Naishapur in Khorasan, northeastern Iran, Shuja od-Dowla was both an experi-
enced military commander and an able administrator. He played key roles in two 
definitive battles in Indian history. The first was the Third Battle of Panipat during 
which his decision to join Ahmad Shah Durrani of Afghanistan ended the Maratha 
domination of the northern regions of the Mughal Empire. He next overthrew the 
Maratha installed usurper of the Mughal Throne, Shah Jahan III, and reaffirmed 
Shah Alam II as the rightful emperor in Delhi. Shuja od-Dowla also assisted on 
several occasions Ali-Vardi Khan the Nawab Nazem of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, 
when the latter’s territories were ravaged by the Marathas. Known for his opposi-
tion to British expansionism, he played in a key role in the Battle of Buxar, along 
with the forces of Emperor Shah Alam II and Nawab Mir Qasim Ali Khan of Ben-
gal – although the battle was lost. He is buried in the beautiful Golbari mausoleum 
in Faizabad which he developed into a full- fledged city, with gardens, palaces, 
markets, roads and other infrastructure. He was a patron of Persian literature.

225 solar years ago, on this day in 1789 AD, the Battle of Ramnic took place 
in Wallachia, near Ramnicu Sarat, during the Russo-Turkish War of 1787-1792. 
Russian general Alexander Suvorov, acting together with the Habsburg general 
Prince Josias of Coburg, attacked the main Ottoman army under Grand Vizier 
Hassan Pasha to inflict a crushing defeat.

186 solar years ago, on this day in 1828 AD, Shaka Zulu, the founder of the 
Zulu Kingdom in present day South Africa, was killed by his two step brothers 
after a reign of 13 years. One of his brothers who succeeded him fought the Dutch 
invaders, known as Boers, from 1830 to 1839. In 1880, the new colonial power, 
Britain, occupied the Zulu kingdom and divided it into several parts. Zulus are 
currently considered a powerful minority in South Africa and are represented by 
the Inkatha Freedom Party.

154 solar years ago, on this day in 1860 AD, war broke out between China and 
a joint invasion force of the French and British. The poorly-equipped Chinese 
suffered defeat and the British-French force plundered Beijing. China was forced 
to sign a treaty giving numerous concessions to Britain and France to monopolize 
Chinese seaports.

54 solar years ago, on this day in 1960 AD, the northwest African country of 
Mali gained independence from French colonial rule. An ancient centre of civili-
zation, Mali had accepted Islam over a thousand years ago and founded a glorious 
Muslim empire that lasted till the 16th century. The first attacks were made by 
Morocco that led to the disintegration of the Mali Empire and in the subsequent 
centuries paved the way for France to penetrate and occupy it by 1898. Mali which 
was called French Sudan gained autonomy in 1958 followed by independence in 
1960. It covers an area of over 1.2 million sq km and shares borders with Algeria, 
Mauritania, Niger, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Guinea, and Senegal.

49 solar years ago, on this day in 1965 AD, the second Indo-Pakistani War (also 
known as the Second Kashmir War between India and Pakistan over Kashmir, 
ended after the UN called for a ceasefire. India’s Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur 
Shastri, suffered a fatal heart attack soon after the declaration of the ceasefire, 
during the peace talks in Tashkent with Pakistan’s president, General Ayyub Khan, 
under the auspices of the Soviet Union.

34 solar years ago, on this day in 1980 AD, Saddam of the repressive Ba’th 
minority regime of Baghdad, six days after tearing in front of TV cameras the 
1975 Algiers Accord, launched an unprovoked invasion of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran at the behest of his masters in London and Washington, by air, land and sea. 
He occupied vast parts of southwestern and western Iran. In response the Iranians 
started the holy defence that thwarted all plans of the occupier and his eastern and 
western backers. For 8 years, the Iranian Muslims defended their homeland and 
managed to drive out the Ba’this forces from almost all occupied Iranian territory. 
The US and Saddam, fearing the impact of the Islamic Revolution had resorted to 
wanted war, but as is clear today by the friendly ties between the Iranian and Iraqi 
people, they failed miserably. Every year Iran commemorates the Holy Defence 
Week to promote and preserve its egalitarian values.

8 solar years ago, on this day in 2006 AD, Lebanon’s legendry anti-terrorist 
movement, the Hezbollah celebrated “Divine Victory” over the illegal Zionist en-
tity, in a massive demonstration in Beirut, following Israel’s shattering defeat in 
its 33-day unprovoked war. 

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://english.irib.ir)

This Day in History

Chat Room for Arabic Speaking Pilgrims of Imam Reza Holy Shrine
TEHRAN (ABNA) - According to news staff of Razavi birthday celebrations, Hujjat al-Islam Seyed Jalal Husseini said in this regard, “Internet chat rooms 

of the holy shrine were arranged with the purpose of raising the right insight and awareness in the pilgrims so that they could benefit the spiritual space of the 
holy shrine on certain occasions.”

Hujjat al-Islam Dr. Seyed Jalal Husseini remarked, “The subjects of the chat rooms included ‘Karimeh Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), a model of generosity and 
endeavor of ladies’, ‘revolutionary managers, pioneers of Jihadi management in economy and culture’, ‘Islamic Iran, owed by favors of Musa ibn-i 
Ja’far (A.S.)’, ‘Imamzadehs, pioneers of Qur’anic culture and knowledge’, ‘Hazrat Shah Cheragh (A.S.), a model of Wilayat-centered lifestyle’, ‘co-
operation in good deed, axis of social life of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.)’, ‘Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), symbol of unity and affection and anti-imperialism’, ‘Imam 
Reza’s conduct, a lesson for followers of Imam Zaman (A.S.)’, etc.”

“Dr. Seyed Hussein Nuri and Hujjat al-Islam Mahdavinia, Hujjat al-Islam Jaderi, Hujjat al-Islam Al-e Ayyub, Hujjat al-Islam Basam Hashem, and 
Hujjat al-Islam Al Bughbish were lecturers who delivered valuable speeches in the internet chat rooms of the holy shrine on Shahrivar 6-16”, he con-
tinued.

Noting that the main part of the internet chat rooms of the holy shrine had been discussion, question, and answer, he added, “This program was held 
by the Assistance Office of Islamic Relations and Propagations of Astan Quds Razavi that has been trying to make Arabic speaking pilgrims of the holy 
shrine benefitted from the Razavi instructions.”

This program specific to Arab speaking pilgrims was held during the Razavi Dahe-ye Karamat each day from 6 p.m. until 9: 30 p.m. in the chat rooms 
of the holy shrine.
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