
adjunct professor of social sciences 
at the Centre for Muslim States at 
the University of Western Australia, 
the signing of the agreement “inserts 
a new strategic pincer in the Middle 
East for the United States and its al-
lies”.

“Former U.S. President Donald 
Trump must bear most of the respon-
sibility for this development, which 
President Joe Biden now has to han-
dle,” he wrote on the Strategist web-
site published by defense and strate-
gic policy think tank the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI).

“Deeper and wider cooperation 
between China and Iran, especially 
when considered in the context of 
their close ties with Russia and the 
trio’s adversarial relations with the 
US, carries a strong potential for 
changing the regional strategic land-
scape,” Saikal said.  

U.S....
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 and changing regional dynamics all 
contributed to the UAE decision. While 
the UAE remains involved in Yemen as 
a key supporter of the separatist South-
ern Transitional Council (STC), the 
country’s leadership has adopted a low-
er profile role in the war and reduced 
the amount of money and materiel that 
it provides.

Also, “Saudi Arabia is keener than 
ever to extricate itself from its costly 
involvement in Yemen. Saudi Ara-
bia’s intervention in Yemen has cost 
the Kingdom several hundred bil-
lion dollars (at one point the Saudis 
were spending five billion dollars per 
month on their war in Yemen). The 
war, along with the assassination of Ja-
mal Khashoggi, has also done serious 
damage to international perceptions of 
Saudi Arabia,” the Jamestown Founda-
tion wrote.

Most critically, the think tank said, the 
kingdom’s intervention has achieved 
none of its aims. Ansarullah and its 
allies are now, more than ever, the 
preeminent military power in Yemen. 
At the same time, Ansarullah fighters 
“who absorbed many of the Yemeni 
Army’s most capable officers and en-
gineers have further developed their 
ability to build and launch a range of 
missiles, rockets, and drones,” it said.

“The Kingdom’s slow realization that 
it must end its direct involvement in the 
war along with unfavorable shifts in 
US foreign policy are driving it to taper 
support to its proxies in Yemen.”

Yemen’s elites, the foundation said, 
sense that the country is moving toward 
a new transitional phase where politics 
rather than war-making predominate. 

“Recognition that military action 
will not defeat the Houthis is driving 
the formation of Yemen’s new politi-
cal coalitions. If the Houthis cannot be 
defeated, they have to have a role, and 
likely a prominent one, in national dia-
logues or any future national govern-
ment,” it added. 

In February, Biden formally removed 
Ansarullah from the list of foreign ter-
rorist organizations, reversing a last-
minute designation by former president 
Donald Trump.

After assuming office, Biden pledged 
to recalibrate the U.S.-Saudi relation-
ship by taking several steps against Ri-
yadh, including its decision to consider 
a halt to sale of offensive weapons that 
the kingdom has used in its six-year 
war against Yemen.

Biden has also released a declassi-
fied intelligence report that said Saudi 
Crown Prince Muhammed bin Salman, 
the country’s de facto leader, was be-
hind the killing of Washington Post 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi.

However, the Biden administration 
said it does not seek to destroy the 
U.S.-Saudi relationship.

Saudi Arabia’s war on Yemen has 
killed hundreds of thousands of people 
and destroyed much of the country’s 
infrastructure.

As a result of the war, Yemeni people 
are facing malnutrition, hunger and 
famine, which have increased risks of 
disease and starvation.

Araqchi...
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States..., whether in Vienna or 
elsewhere,” Araqchi added. “The 
Iranian delegation will not have 
any talks with the U.S. delegation 
at any level.”

Araqchi also said Tehran would 

halt its remedial measures once the 
U.S. lifted its illegal sanctions on 
the Islamic Republic and the mea-
sure were verified by Iran.

“There is no need for any nego-
tiations on America’s return to the 
JCPOA and the path ahead of the 
U.S. is fully clear,” the Iranian offi-
cial added. “Just like the U. .exited 
the deal and placed unlawful sanc-
tions against Iran, it can now rejoin 
the agreement in the same manner 
and stop breaking the law.”

Foreign Minister Muhammad Ja-
vad Zarif also took to twitter to of-
fer a summary of what happened at 
the meeting.

He said Iran and the remaining 
co-signatories to the JCPOA agreed 
to resume in-person talks, in Vien-
nanext Tuesday with the aim of 
rapidly finalizing “sanction-lifting 
& nuclear measures for choreo-
graphed removal of all sanctions, 
followed by Iran ceasing remedial 
measures.”

The top Iranian diplomat also re-
affirmed that an Iran-U.S. meeting 
on the subject would be “unneces-
sary.”

China on Friday slammed the 
United States for creating tensions 
by quitting the Iran deal, renewing 
the call for Washington to lift all 
the “illegal” sanctions imposed on 
Iran.

“China welcomes the U.S. return 
to the deal and urges it to lift all 
illegal sanctions on Iran and stop 
long-arm jurisdiction,” Hua Chu-
nying, spokeswoman for the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry, told a news 
conference in Beijing.

She said Beijing has always 
played a constructive role in efforts 
to save the JCPOA, despite Amer-
ica’s trouble-making, and that her 
country is “fair” in the situation re-
volving around the agreement.

Iran...
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 maintaining national unity and con-
vergence and playing an active role in 
implementing the Islamic Revolution’s 
high ideals.

The materialization of true democra-
cy and the foundation of a justice-based 
establishment turned Iran into a power-
ful country and a prestigious nation in 
the world, the Council said.

Ayatollah Khamenei on Tuesday 
hailed those who sacrificed their lives 
to help foil the conspiracies of Iran’s 
enemies and pave the way for the Is-
lamic establishment to achieve its 
goals, saying the martyrs should serve 
as a role model for the country’s young 
generation.

He made the remarks during a meet-
ing in mid-March with those in charge 
of a summit in commemoration of 
4,000 martyrs of central Yazd Province.

“Martyrs enjoy a special life in the 
purgatory world and their important 
message to those who follow their path 
is a promise that they will be safe from 
fear and agony,” the Leader said.

“The motive of martyrs for their pres-
ence in the field of Jihad (endeavor for 
the sake of God) was to support the 
[1979] Revolution, the ideals of [the late 
founder of the Islamic Republic] Imam 
Khomeini, and hijab, and to repel the 
enemy’s evil and pave the way for the 
establishment to achieve its goals,” he 
added, calling for efforts to protect these 
ideals against attempts to distort them.

Ayatollah Khamenei further warned 
against plots being constantly hatched 
by the enemies to disappoint the Irani-
an youth and divert them from the path 
of the Revolution, saying the enemies 
should not be allowed to influence the 
youth and use them to advance their 
own objectives.

The martyrs that carry high honors 
should be introduced to the students 
so that they will get to know the great 
achievements of their previous genera-
tion, Ayatollah Khamenei said.

The Leader further expressed regret 
that there are people who are living 
in this country in peace and security, 
a fruit of the martyrs’ sacrifices, but 
work against the ideals of those who 
lost their lives for their homeland.

“In the face of such attempts, you 
should double the hard work on the 
path of truth and martyrs,” the Leader 
advised.

Year ...
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If I were to make a general assess-
ment on the basis of many popular and 
governmental reports – we receive re-
ports from various organizations and 
places – I would say that this slogan 
was realized to an acceptable degree. 
In other words, the surge in production 
materialized in some areas and affairs 
of the country. Of course, it did not ma-
terialize to the desired degree. In other 
words, even in those areas where it 
materialized – mostly in infrastructur-
al and construction areas – the results 
were not tangible in the general econ-
omy of the country and in the people’s 
economic situation. In other words, 
the movement was not felt. That was 
while we had expected that the surge in 
production would in some ways solve 
some of the people’s problems.

Of course, the slogan of bringing 
about a surge in production is a com-
pletely revolutionary and important 
slogan. If the slogan is truly achieved in 
the country, and hopefully it will, it will 
exert a deep economic impact on the 
country - on the value of national cur-
rency and other fundamental economic 
matters – and it will also lead to na-
tional self-confidence, public satisfac-
tion and national security. If the surge 
in production is attained – I hope that it 
will happen, God willing – it will have 
these important results and advantages.

Certain Obstacles Hamper Production

Well, why did it not completely mate-

rialize in the year 1399? Because on the 
one hand, there were certain obstacles 
and on the other hand, production was 
not supported in all areas. Production 
needs certain instances of essential le-
gal and governmental support as well 
as the elimination of the obstacles on 
the path of production. For example, 
when a dysfunctional production cen-
ter which works with 30, 40 percent 
of its capacity or which is completely 
non-functional, begins to work again 
and to engage in production thanks to 
the determination of a number of youth 
and the encouragement of others, if the 
same products are imported into the 
country, either by criminal smuggling 
hands or through legal ways and due 
to legal shortcomings, then production 
will naturally not be boosted like this. 
This is a barrier in the way of produc-
tion. This means that what has already 
been achieved will fail later on.

Another obstacle is lack of incentives, 
such as the lack of investment incen-
tives. Investment in production requires 
certain incentives. In other words, those 
who can invest should be encouraged 
to do so. The business environment in 
the country should have the power to 
encourage them to invest, and the cost 
of production should not increase for 
them. However, these things have not 
been done. This means that the neces-
sary measures have not been adopted. 
There have not been noteworthy incen-
tives, nor has a solution been found 
for production costs. In one year – it 
was not the year 1399, it was perhaps 
before the year 1398 – the producers’ 
expenses exceeded those of consumers. 
Well, these are things that prevent the 

progress of production.

1400: An Important, Sensitive Year 

So we started this revolutionary 
movement in the year 1399. The Ira-
nian nation has welcomed the surge 
in production to a certain extent. This 
should continue. The year 1400, which 
is beginning now, is in fact the entrance 
into a new century. A new century is ac-
tually beginning. Therefore, we should 
adopt a long-term outlook towards the 
issues of the country. We should evalu-
ate them with a long-term approach.

The year 1400 is an important and 
sensitive year because of the elections 
that will be held in the beginning of the 
year. In the month of Khordad, we have 
important elections which can exert 
an important influence in the condi-
tions, affairs and future of the country 
because there will be new managers 
which most probably will be energetic 
and which will have strong motiva-
tion. They will undertake the executive 
management of the country. Therefore, 
the upcoming elections will make this 
year very important and sensitive. In 
my New Year speech, I will raise more 
points about the elections. Today, this 
much is enough.

Another reason why this year is im-
portant is because production was 
boosted in the year 1399 and the surge 
in production has created a movement. 
So, in the year 1400, there is good 
ground for blossoming the surge in pro-
duction. We should make the most of 
this opportunity. This movement should 
be pursued seriously. Most importantly, 
legal and governmental support - of all 

kind - should be directed to the surge 
in production. Whether this administra-
tion, as long as it continues to hold of-
fice, or the future administration, from 
the beginning of its formation, should 
focus all its energy on eliminating the 
obstacles and providing the necessary 
support so that the surge in production 
will be completely realized this year in 
the true sense of the word, God willing.

Therefore, I have chosen this slogan 
for this year: “Production: support and 
the elimination of obstacles.” This is the 
slogan: “Production: support and the 
elimination of obstacles.” We should 
give a pivotal role to production, offer 
the necessary support and eliminate the 
obstacles. I hope that by Allah’s favor, 
this slogan will be realized. In my New 
Year speech, I will raise more points 
about this issue as well as about the 
elections.

I hope that the immaculate soul of 
our magnanimous Imam and the pure 
souls of our great martyrs will be satis-
fied and pleased with us, that this year 
will prove to be an auspicious one for 
the Iranian nation, that the Imam of 
the Age (may our souls be sacrificed 
for his sake) will pray for the Iranian 
nation, the officials of the country and 
the masses of the people, that he will 
bestow his blessings on the Iranian na-
tion, and that he will continue to pay 
attention to the Iranian nation as he has 
done so in the past.

Greetings be upon you and Allah’s 
mercy and blessings.

Iran-China...
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
– A new survey has found further 
evidence of waning support for the 
Zionist regime within the U.S. with 
more Americans saying that they 
do not want the Zionist regime to 
be a major recipient of U.S. aid. 

The poll was conducted following 
the release of a report by Israeli hu-
man rights group B’Tselem which 
was headed “A regime of Jewish 
supremacy from the Jordan River 
to the Mediterranean Sea: This is 
apartheid”.

In reaching its conclusion, 
B’Tselem said that that the 
threshold for defining the Zion-
ist regime as an apartheid re-
gime had been met and that such 
a determination was reached in 
consideration of the accumula-
tion of policies and laws that 
have been devised to entrench its 
control over Palestinians. It cited 
the 2018 so-called Jewish Nation 
State Law, which critics insist has 
formalized apartheid in the occu-
pied territories.

Carried out by IRmep earlier in 
March, the poll asked whether, in 
light of the B’Tselem report, the 
Zionist regime should be a lead-
ing recipient of U.S. aid. Of those 
who responded, 38.1 percent said 
that the occupying regime should 
not be a leading recipient of $3.8 
billion per annum aid from Wash-
ington.

The differences are starker 
when looked at on a regional ba-
sis: 43.4 percent of respondents 

from the north-east of the U.S., 
39.1 percent from the mid-west 
and 36.2 percent from the west 
said that such a level of U.S. aid 
should stop. 

The poll was carried out in ad-
vance of the annual IsraelLob-
byCon conference on 17 and 24 
April, which this year has the 
theme “End U.S. Support for Is-
raeli Apartheid?” IRmep and the 
Washington Report on Middle 
East Affairs are co-organizing 
the event to “explore[s] the latest 
research, innovations and tactics 
for countering the Israel lobby’s 
damaging policies in the U.S. and 
around the globe.”

IRmep’s poll is the latest indi-
cation that, increasingly, Ameri-
can citizens appear to believe 
that systemic discrimination and 
apartheid by the settler-colonial 
regime should have consequenc-
es. Successive U.S. governments, 
however, continue to think other-
wise.

MANAMA (Press TV) – Bah-
rain’s most prominent Shia cleric 
Sheikh Isa Qassim has warned that 
political dissidents in Bahraini pris-
ons are facing deaths and demand-
ed their immediate release.  

In a statement carried by Arabic-
language Bahrain Mirror news 
website, the senior cleric called 
on the ruling Al Khalifah regime 
to choose between the deaths of 
the dissident inmates and their re-
lease.

“One of the worst things that the 
government of Bahrain does is to 
keep prisoners as leverage for po-
litical bargaining, especially now 
that the coronavirus [pandemic] is 
attacking [Bahrain’s] prisons with 
full force,” the senior cleric added.

Last month, Sheikh Qassim said 
no serious solution or successful 
reconciliation would be accepted 
without the release of prisoners 
and that the success of a solution is 

linked to the release of all prison-
ers of conscience and top figures 
of the uprising. 

“The solution lies in giving free-
dom to all prisoners of conscience. 

Do it quickly for the sake of the 
whole nation,” he said on March 
10.

Concerns have grown recently 
over the spread of the new corona-

virus strain in prison centers.
Thousands of political activ-

ists and opposition figures are in 
Bahraini prisons as part of a crack-
down on a 2011 popular uprising.

Human rights groups and inter-
national organizations have al-
ready criticized Bahrain over the 
situation of its prisons.

The detention facilities are said 
to be overcrowded and lacking 
proper sanitation.

Thousands of anti-regime pro-
testers have held demonstrations 
in Bahrain on an almost daily ba-
sis ever since the popular uprising 
began in the country in mid-Feb-
ruary 2011.

They are demanding that the Al 
Khalifah regime relinquish power 
and allow a just system represent-
ing all Bahrainis to be established.

Manama has gone to great 
lengths to clamp down on any sign 
of dissent.
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Top Bahraini Cleric Warns of Death 
of Political Prisoners Amid Pandemic

Bahrainis take part in a demonstration after the death of a young man who 
was shot outside the home of a Shia leader, in Bahrain, on March 25, 2017.

Americans: U.S. Should Stop Aid to Zionist Regime

A man waves a Palestinian flag over a vehicle during a protest, orga-
nized to mark the 70th anniversary of Nakba, also known as Day of the 
Catastrophe in 1948, and against the Zionist regime’s violence in Gaza 

on May 18, 2018 at Times Square in New York, United States.


