
VIENNA (Dispatches) -- EU for-
eign policy chief Josep Borrell says 
while the Europeans are interested 
in reviving a nuclear deal which is on 
life support, Iran has every right not 
to “play with the same cards again”.

Iranians are enraged after the re-
cent assassination of top nuclear 
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in a 
complicated operation near Tehran. 
Iran’s nuclear program has been 
the target of repeated terrorist at-
tacks even after the 2015 nuclear 
deal with the Europeans, the U.S. 
and other countries. 

President Donald Trump with-
drew the U.S. from the landmark 

deal in 2018 and unleashed the 
most  draconian sanctions ever 
against Iran. President-Elect Joe 
Biden has hinted at returning to the 
accord, but the Islamic Republic 
has little or no faith in American 
politicians anymore. 

In an interview with Euronews 
network, Borrell said Europe has 
been very interested in the survival 
of the nuclear deal with Iran. 

“I have had to keep it alive, hi-
bernating a little, but it hasn’t died. 
And now we also have to see what 
the Iranians think, because the Ira-
nians can rightly feel cheated. And 
maybe they are the ones who won’t 

want to play with the same cards 
again. But we’ll have to wait,” he 
said.

Iran feels betrayed by the Euro-
peans over their failure to protect 
the Islamic Republic from layer 
after layer of sanctions imposed by 
the Trump administration in recent 
years. 

A European Union mechanism 
launched with much fanfare to 
facilitate payments for Iranian ex-
ports and sidestep the U.S. finan-
cial system never came to opera-
tion, leaving the Islamic Republic 
to its own devices to grapple with 
the fallout. 

On Thursday, the United States 
targeted Iran with fresh sanctions. 
The U.S. Treasury Department an-
nounced that the Shahid Meisami 
Group and its director, Mehran 
Babri, have been added to its sanc-
tions listings.

Both Babri and the organization 
he heads have already been placed 
under U.S. sanctions related to 
Iran’s nuclear program due to al-
leged links to the Iranian Organi-
zation of Defensive Innovation and 
Research (SPND). 

The Trump administration reim-
posed sanctions “against actors 
at all levels” in connection with 
SPND in March 2019, less than a 
year after withdrawing from the 
Obama-era nuclear deal. 

Biden, who is set to take over the 
White House in January, has made 
clear he aims to re-establish the 
nuclear deal.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
has emphasized that Iran will seek 
its revenge of the assassination in 
“due time” and will not be rushed 
into a “trap”.

Later on Thursday, U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy for Iran Elliot Abrams 
claimed that Tehran is not likely to 
retaliate over the assassination.

“If they want sanctions relief, 
they know that they’re going to 
need to enter some kind of negotia-
tion after January 20, and it’s got 
to be in their minds that they don’t 
want to... undertake any activities 
between now and Jan 20 that make 
sanctions relief harder to get,” he 
said.

Rouhani on Wednesday rejected
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LONDON (Reuters) -- Over 1.5 
million people have lost their lives 
due to COVID-19 with one death 
reported every nine seconds on a 
weekly average, as vaccinations are 
set to begin in December in a hand-
ful of developed nations.

Half a million deaths occurred in 
just the last two months, indicating 
that the severity of the pandemic 
is far from over. Nearly 65 million 
people globally have been infected 
by the disease and the worst af-
fected country, United States, is 
currently battling a third wave of 
coronavirus infections.

In the last week alone, more than 
10,000 people in the world died on 
average every single day, which 
has been steadily rising each pass-
ing week. Many countries across 
the world are now fighting second 
and third waves even greater than 
the first, forcing new restrictions 
on everyday life.

The novel coronavirus caused 
more deaths in the past year than 
tuberculosis in 2019 and nearly 
four times the number of deaths 
due to malaria, according to the 
World Health Organization.

Robert Redfield, the head of the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, warned on 
Wednesday that the pandemic will 
pose the country’s grimmest health 
crisis yet over the next few months, 
before vaccines become widely 
available.

“I actually believe they’re going 
to be the most difficult time in the 
public health history of this na-
tion,” Redfield told a livestream 
presentation hosted by the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce Founda-
tion.

The United States continues to 
lead in terms of fatalities, with over 
273,000 deaths alone. 
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HERAT, Afghanistan (Dispatches) 
-- A trial freight train delivered more 
than 400 tonnes of cement from Iran to 
Rosnak in Herat province on Wednes-
day, ahead of the ceremonial inaugu-
ration of the newly completed railway 
which is scheduled for this month.

A passenger train also carried 
Iranian railway officials to and 
from a meeting with their Afghan 
counterparts.

After many decades of abor-
tive proposals, construction of 
the railway from Iran towards 
the city of Herat officially began 
in July 2006. The route is being 
built in four stages, starting from 
the existing Iranian network at 
Khaf.

Completion has taken signifi-
cantly longer than had been en-
visaged, with the latest section 
to be completed being the 62 km 
stage 3 which terminates at Ros-
nak on the road between Herat 
and the Iranian border.

The fourth stage is to be built in 
two phases, with the first extend-

ing the line to Robat Paryan and 
the second to Herat airport.

The Afghanistan Railway Au-
thority said the line forms one of 
its most important regional con-
nectivity projects, as it will pro-
vide the land-locked country with 
a link to Iranian ports and to the 
rail networks of Iran, Turkey and 
Europe.

Freight traffic is predicted to be 
around two million tonnes a year, 
with imports to include oil, con-
struction materials and food and 
exports to include grain, dried 
fruit, plants and medical items.

AfRA said the operation of a 
passenger service is also being 
considered.  

The 200 km railway line, long 
touted as the sole viable option 
to build Afghanistan’s economy, 
will connect the Afghan city of 
Herat to Mashhad in Iran and on 
to Turkey.

Afghanistan has almost no func-
tioning railways, where there is
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Ministry: Coronavirus Cases Decline in Iran 
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iran on Friday recorded 347 coro-

navirus deaths, showing a declining trend compared to the 
previous day, the country’s Health Ministry announced.

Health Ministry spokeswoman Sima Sadat Lari, put the 
death toll from the coronavirus in Iran at 49,695, saying 
the disease has taken the lives of 347 patients over the past 
24 hours. She said the number of people tested positive 
for COVID-19 infection in Iran has risen to 1,16,835 fol-
lowing the detection of 13,341 new cases since Thursday 
noon.
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Erdogan Hopes France Will Get Rid of Macron 
ISTANBUL (AFP) -- Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

said Friday he hopes France will “get rid” of his French counter-
part Emmanuel Macron as soon as possible, in the latest salvo in 
an escalating war of words between the two leaders.

“Macron is a trouble for France. With Macron, France is pass-
ing through a very, very dangerous period. I hope that France 
will get rid of Macron trouble as soon as possible,” Erdogan told 
reporters after Friday prayers in Istanbul. Ergodan said France 
should get rid of Macron “otherwise they will not be able to get 
rid of yellow vests,” referring to the protest movement that began 
in France in 2018.

Global Death Toll Passes 1.5 Million 

COVID Calamity: One 
Death Every Nine Seconds

Iranian protesters hold a banner denouncing negotiation with the West as they also carry a poster of top nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in Tehran on Nov. 28, 2020, a day after he was assassinated near the capital.

Iran Railway Spawns Hopes 
of Afghanistan’s Revival 

BEIJING (Dispatches) -- The 
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) on Friday strongly con-
demned the brutal assassination of 
top Iranian nuclear scientist Mo-
hesn Fakhrizadeh, saying the ter-
rorist act is against international 
law. 

In a statement, SCO member 
states expressed hope that the 
perpetrators of the “cowardly act” 
would be identified and brought 
to justice.

“Such actions are not only 
against all norms of inter-govern-
mental relations and international 
law but also threaten peace and 
stability in a fragile region,” the 
SCO said, also denouncing all de-
stabilizing acts in the West Asia 
region, as well as terrorism, in 
any form or shape.

Fakhrizadeh, the head of the 
Iranian Defense Ministry’s Orga-
nization of Defensive Innovation 
and Research, was targeted in a 
multi-pronged terrorist attack in 
Absard near Tehran on Novem-
ber 27.

An informed source has told 
Press TV that the remains of the 
weapon used in the assassination 
show that it was made by the oc-
cupying regime of Israel and that 
the weapon collected from the 
site of the terrorist act bears the 
logo and specifications of the Is-
raeli military industry.

The government said on 
Wednesday that Iran’s Intelli-
gence Ministry has identified the 
individuals involved in the assas-
sination.

The assassination of the top 
nuclear scientist has drawn wide-
spread condemnation by many 
countries, but not the Europeans. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry on 
Thursday said, “The assassina-
tion of the Iranian scientist is not 
only contrary to the norms of re-
lations between countries and in-
ternational law, but also threatens 
the peace and stability of a region 
that is already tense.” 

“The Pakistani government ex-
tends its condolences to the fam-
ily of Iranian scientist Martyr 
Fakhrizadeh and to the people of 
the country.”

 On Thursday, an Iranian official 
Iran called on the United Nations 
and its Human Rights Council to 
stop their “selective” approach 
and condemn the recent assassi-
nation as an act of terrorism.

In separate letters to the UN 
Secretary General and the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Secretary of the Iranian Judi-
ciary’s High Council for Human 
Rights Ali Baqeri Kani demand-
ed that they deal with terrorism 
in Iran just for once as they deal 
with it in countries like France 
and Austria.

Baqeri Kani wrote that inaction 
over this terrorist and criminal act 
and failure to highlight it in the 

relevant UN reports would fur-
ther question the credibility of the 
reports and may be considered as 
giving legitimacy to terrorism.

“It would also result in further 
spread of radicalism and terror-
ism, entailing international re-
sponsibility for the United Na-
tions,” he added.

Baqri Kani reminded the UN 
secretary general of the clear 
stances he adopted against terror-
ist acts in other countries includ-
ing Austria and France, calling 
on Antonio Guterres to stress the 
necessity of greater cooperation 
among countries for the adminis-
tration of justice against terrorists 
and ultimately draw the attention 
of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council of the United 
Nations to this state-orchestrated 
assassination and violation of in-
ternational peace and security in 
accordance with the implementa-
tion of Article 99 of the United 
Nations Charter.

“Within the framework of these 
thoughts and approaches, the 
newly-emerged concept of ‘state 
terrorism’ is being exploited as 
an instrument by the powers to 
advance their illegitimate and 
illegal policies which would ul-
timately threaten and violate 
peace, security and human rights 
more than any other time,” he 
added in the letter.

He also slammed the “political-
ly-motivated” approach taken by 
Western countries toward the vi-
cious phenomenon of terrorism, 
saying their double standards and 
decriminalization of terrorism 
have exposed the global commu-
nity to new challenges in connec-
tion with international peace and 
security.

 Iran’s permanent representative 
to Vienna-based international or-
ganizations also censured the si-
lence of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) on the 
brutal assassination, demanding 
a clear position from the inter-
national body and unconditional 
condemnation of the terrorist act.

Kazem Gharibabadi made the 
remarks in a letter to IAEA Direc-
tor General Rafael Grossi, saying 
the “cowardly terrorist act” re-
quired a proper attention of the 
international community.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
highly expects that the IAEA 
clearly and unequivocally con-
demn this terror. It is an oppor-
tune for the Agency to renounce 
the assassination of nuclear sci-
entists and sabotage of peaceful 
nuclear facilities of a member of 
the Nuclear Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) and the IAEA,” Gharib-
abadi wrote in the letter.

Gharibabadi said there was 
“substantive” evidence showing 
the occupying regime of Israel’s 
involvement in the terrorist act, 
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