
KUWAIT (Dispatches) – Ku-
wait’s new emir was sworn in at 
parliament on Wednesday as the 
country prepared to lay to rest late 
ruler Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-
Sabah, a Persian Gulf Arab elder 
statesman who helped steer his 
people through some of the Middle 
East’s most turbulent decades.

The cabinet named designated 
successor Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf al-Ahmad al-Sabah as 
ruler on Tuesday after the death 
of Sheikh Sabah, 91, whose body 
arrived in Kuwait on Wednesday 
from the United States, were he 
had been hospitalized since July.

Nawaf, 83, pledged to work for 
his country’s prosperity, stability 
and security after taking the oath 
of office, raising both hands to his 
head as lawmakers applauded.

“Our dear nation today faces dif-
ficult situations and dangerous 
challenges that can only be over-
come ... by unifying ranks and 
working hard together,” he told the 
National Assembly.

Sheikh Nawaf takes the reins 
of the small nation, which holds 
the world’s seventh-largest oil re-
serves, at a time when the govern-
ment is trying to boost the finances 
of a country with a cradle-to-grave 

welfare system. Oil, investment 
and foreign policy are not expected 
to change.

Under the constitution, the emir 
chooses the crown prince but tradi-
tionally the ruling family, some of 
whose senior members have been 
jostling for the position, convenes 
a meeting to build consensus. Par-
liament also has to approve the 
choice.

Sheikh Sabah’s funeral has been 
restricted to ruling family members 
due to concerns about coronavirus.

The emir of Qatar, which has 
been boycotted by Saudi Ara-
bia and its allies in a dispute that 
Sheikh Sabah tried until his death 
to resolve, will attend the funeral, 
state media said.

When the previous emir, Sheikh 
Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah, died in 
2006, thousands of Kuwaitis at-
tended the funeral and many, along 
with expatriates, lined the streets.

Analysts saw his death follow-
ing that earlier this year of Oman’s 
Sultan Qaboos, who also played a 
moderating and balancing role in 
the region, as the end of an era in 
the Persian Gulf where an aggres-
sive younger generation has risen 
to power, particularly in Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates.

Thought for Today
The world is the place for virtuous people and saints to do 

good deeds and to be assigned with rewards for the same. Only 
in this world they could trade with Allah’s Favors and Bless-
ings and only while living here they could barter their good 
deeds with His Blessings and Rewards. 

U.S. Blacklists More Syrian Individuals, Entities 
WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – In a fresh move to curtail the Syrian 

government’s fight against terrorists, the United States on Wednesday 
blacklisted 13 entities and six individuals, including the governor of 
the Central Bank of Syria. The U.S. Treasury Department claimed 
in a statement that the sanctions targeted “key enablers” of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad’s government. Senior Syrian officials have de-
nounced United States economic sanctions against their country, say-
ing the coercive measures are meant to revive terrorism in Syria and 
force Damascus to turn its back on the anti-Zionist resistance front.
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Kuwait’s New Emir Takes 
Oath, Calls for Unity 

GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) – 
Palestinian resistance movement 
Hamas says U.S. envoy to the 
occupied territories David Fried-
man’s remarks that the Zion-
ist regime’s plans to annex large 
swathes of the occupied West 
Bank have been “suspended not 
cancelled” exposes the lies of Arab 
regimes who have normalized ties 
with the Zionist regime.

In a statement Hamas spokes-
man, Abdel Latif Al-Qanoa, 
said: “Some Arab regimes ma-
nipulated Arab public opinion 
to normalize ties with the Israeli 
occupation.”

“The U.S. Ambassador to Is-
rael David Freidman’s confirma-
tion that Israeli annexation plans 
had been postponed exposes the 
lies told by some Arab regimes 
who sought to normalize ties 
with the Israeli occupation.”

“These remarks expose the 
false justifications of Arab states 
that signed normalization agree-
ments with the Israeli occupa-
tion,” he added.

Friedman said the Zionist re-
gime’s pledge to halt the annexa-
tion of the occupied West Bank 
under the recent treacherous 
deals with the UAE and Bahrain 

would not stop it going ahead in 
future.

“We said in our statement that 
sovereignty will be postponed, 
and this does not mean that it has 
been abolished, but rather that 
it has stopped. It has been sus-
pended for a year, maybe more, 
but it has not been cancelled,” 
Friedman told Israeli Army Ra-
dio.

Friedman attended the signing 
of the controversial normaliza-
tion deal between the Zionist 
regime, Bahrain and the UAE in 
Washington on 15 September.

Palestinians from across the 

political spectrum have con-
demned the deal as an act of 
betrayal of their struggle against 
occupation. 

President Mahmoud Abbas 
and other Palestinian political 
leaders say the accords violate a 
longstanding pan-Arab position 
that the Zionist regime could 
normalize relations only in re-
turn for an end to the occupation.

The UAE had claimed that as 
part of the normalization deal it 
had obtained a major concession 
from the regime and the U.S. to 
halt plans to annex territory in 
the occupied West Bank.

Hamas: Friedman’s Annexation Remarks Expose 
Lies of Arab Leaders

Kuwait’s new Emir Sheikh Nawaf al-Ahmad Al Sabah holds a paper 
as he takes the oath of office at the parliament, in Kuwait City,

 Kuwait, on September 30, 2020.

RIYADH (Al Jazeera) – Saudi Arabia’s 
economy shrank 7 percent in the second 
quarter from the same period a year earlier, 
while unemployment soared to a record high, 
government figures released on Wednesday 
showed.

The oil sector of the world’s largest crude 
exporter shrank 5.3 percent from April 
through June as it was knocked sideways 
by the coronavirus pandemic that gutted 
global crude demand this year.

The damage was exacerbated after the 
kingdom’s de facto leader, Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman (MbS), initiated 
an oil price war that saw prices of global 
benchmark crude crash below $20 a barrel 
in April.

The kingdom’s non-oil sector – the devel-
opment of which is key to MbS’s ambitious 

blueprint for weaning the kingdom off of 
income from fossil fuels – shrank by 8.2 
percent in the second quarter, as lockdown 
restrictions brought business activity to a 
halt.

Those restrictions have been rolling back, 
while a truce among the world’s major pro-
ducers has lifted the price of global bench-
mark crude back above $40 a barrel, though 
they are still nearly 40 percent lower than 
where they started the year.

And oil prices are far short of the $76.01 
a barrel the International Monetary Fund 
says Saudi Arabia needs to balance its state 
budget this year.

The kingdom derives roughly 80 percent 
of its revenues from oil.

Saudi Arabia’s unemployment rate in the 
second quarter surged to an all-time high 

of 15.4 percent. Clawing back from that hit 
will likely be harder, say, analysts, thanks 
to the budget squeeze that constricts gov-
ernment spending, and austerity measures, 
including a tripling of value-added tax from 
5 percent to 15 percent.

That belt-tightening hits less well-off 
Saudi households disproportionately by 
gobbling up a bigger slice of their dispos-
able incomes. And when after-tax incomes 
shrink, people spend less – which can act as 
a drag on the economic recovery.

“Even though containment measures have 
started to be lifted, the imposition of harsh 
fiscal austerity in recent months means that 
the recovery will be weak,” Capital Eco-
nomics Senior emerging markets econo-
mist Jason Tukey wrote in a note to clients 
on Wednesday.

Saudi Economy Shrinks 7%, Unemployment Hits Record High

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
Former Zionist prime minister 
Ehud Barak has said the current 
prime minister of the occupying 
regime Benjamin Netanyahu is a 
“dictator” .

Speaking to a local radio sta-
tion, Barak said: “Netanyahu is 
a dictator who recognizes that 
protests will end his political 
life.”

Barak has previously accused 
Netanyahu of passing corrupt 
legislation meant only to ensure 
his political survival.

The comment came after the 
Zionist regime’s parliament ap-
proved a law restricting dem-
onstrations which critics say 
is aimed at silencing protests 
against Netanyahu over cor-
ruption and his handling of the 
coronavirus crisis.

The legislation, which gives 
the regime powers to declare a 
“special emergency caused by 

the coronavirus pandemic”, was 
ratified early on Wednesday 
after an all-night debate in the 
Knesset.

The law bans people from 
holding demonstrations more 
than one km (0.6 miles) from 
their homes, a measure the re-
gime claimed was aimed at 
curbing COVID-19 infections.

Critics of the new measure 
said it was really intended to 
block protests near Netanyahu’s 
official residence in al-Quds.

“What’s the next step? Ban-
ning the opposition leader from 
addressing parliament?” Yair 
Lapid, who heads the opposition 
in the legislature, tweeted about 
the vote.

For weeks, thousands of dem-
onstrators have gathered to call 
for Netanyahu’s resignation.

Hours before the vote, hun-
dreds protested outside parlia-
ment to protest against the bill.

Ehud Barak: Netanyahu 
Is a Dictator

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – The 
Lebanese resistance movement Hez-
bollah has taken domestic and inter-
national media outlets on a tour of an 
alleged missile site in Beirut, which 
turned out to be a gas canister factory, 
after Zionist prime minister Benja-
min Netanyahu claimed before the 
United Nations General Assembly to 
be revealing the location of an missile 
depot.

Hezbollah’s media officer Muham-
mad Afif escorted dozens of report-
ers and photojournalists as they 
visited the site in the Jnah neighbor-
hood on Tuesday evening.

No traces of missiles or their pro-
duction were seen at the facility. 
The journalists, including AP and 
AFP photographers, also confirmed 
no missiles or weapons of any kind 
were stored there.

“The tour was organized for mem-
bers of the press to visit the site and 
to dismiss the Israeli prime minis-
ter’s allegations of a missile depot in 
Beirut,” Afif told reporters.

During a recorded address to the 
UNGA in New York on Tuesday, 
Netanyahu claimed that Hezbollah 
is hiding a “missile depot” next to a 
series of gas facilities in the Leba-
nese capital, risking another explo-
sion like that which devastated the 
city last month.

“I say to the people of Janah, 
you’ve got to act now. You’ve got 

to protest this. Because if this thing 
explodes, it’s another tragedy,” Ne-
tanyahu said. 

Hezbollah Secretary-General 
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah rejected 
the claims and said Netanyahu was 
lying about missile sites in Lebanon, 
saying “This is incitement of the 
Lebanese people against Hezbol-
lah.” 

“Whoever wants to go can go now. 
If Hezbollah is storing missiles in 
this facility, then there is not enough 
time to remove them,” Nasrallah 
said. “We don’t store missiles at the 
port or near gas facilities. We know 
where to store missiles.”

“We will allow media outlets to 
enter the facility so that the world 
knows that Netanyahu is lying,” he 
added.

“If there [were] missiles there 
placed by Hezbollah - even a single 
weapon - I would not waste a minute 
before informing you of this matter,” 
Nasrallah assured. “We don’t put 
rockets, not in the Beirut port, not 
by a gas station. We know very well 
where to put our weapons.” 

As the journalists were touring 
the warehouse, Hezbollah support-
ers gathered outside, chanting their 
support for the Hezbollah chief and 
shouting, “We are your rockets!”

The owner of the facility, Muham-
mad Rammal, told the UAE-based 
The National that he was surprised 
by Netanyahu’s claims.

“This is a normal place. We’re a 
normal part of this area,” Rammal 
said.

 
‘Operation Underway to 

Revive Daesh’

In another part of his speech, Nas-
rallah warned about an operation un-
derway to revive Daesh’s presence 
in the Middle East in order to whip 
up an excuse for the United States’ 
continued presence in the region un-
der the guise of fighting the terrorist 
group.

“There exists an operation for re-
vival of Daesh in Iraq and Syria and 
other areas. Daesh’s revival is aimed 
at justifying the American forces’ 
continued presence in the region,” 
said Hezbollah Secretary-General.

Nasrallah, therefore, urged caution 
and alertness against the plots target-
ing the region.

The Hezbollah leader also said 
the terrorist group had managed to 
rear its head in some regional areas 
following the U.S.’s assassination 
of Lieutenant General Qassem So-
leimani, former commander of the 
Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC), in 
Baghdad in January.

To Discredit Yapping Zionist PM

Hezbollah Takes Media to 
Alleged Missile Site

Journalists are seen inside a building during a Hezbollah guided tour in the 
Jnah neighborhood of Beirut, Lebanon September 29, 2020.


