
ARRATE, Spain (Reuters) - 
Defending Vuelta champion Pri-
moz Roglic has won the opening 
stage of this year’s delayed edi-
tion, a 173-km trek from Irun as 
the race got off to an explosive 

start.
The Slovenian, who lost the 

Tour de France yellow jersey 
on the last competitive stage 
last month, powered away from 
a small group of top contenders 

with one km to go in the Alto de 
Arrate.

“The team showed that we are 
very, very strong. They did a per-
fect job throughout the stage,” 
said Roglic. “It’s nice that I can 
reward them for that with this 
stage win. On the final climb we 
went full gas.”

Ecuador’s Richard Carapaz 
took second place one second 
behind as his Ineos-Grenadiers 
team mate and Britain’s four-
time Tour de France champion 
Chris Froome was dropped be-
fore the final ascent, a 5.3km 
effort at an average gradient of 
7.7%, just like France’s Thibaut 
Pinot.

Pinot ended up 9:56 behind Ro-
glic, with Froome 11:12 off the 
pace.

“I got a but caught out coming 
into the penultimate climb and 

started (the last climb) pretty far 
back, being stuck behind a crash 
there,” said Froome, appear-
ing in his first grand tour in two 
years.

Ireland’s Dan Martin was third, 
also one second off the pace af-
ter Roglic’s Jumbo-Visma team 
mate American Sepp Kuss blew 
the peloton apart in the last climb 
with a brutal acceleration.

The Vuelta’s flat start in the 
Netherlands was scrapped as the 
race was rescheduled from Aug. 
14-Sept. 6 amid the COVID-19 
crisis and there was no stand-off 
in Tuesday’s first stage.

Former Giro champion Tom 
Dumoulin of the Netherlands 
started as Jumbo-Visma’s co-
leader but he was unable to fol-
low when Kuss made his move 
and crossed the line 51 seconds 
behind Roglic.

MANCHESTER (Dispatch-
es) -  United posted a £23 mil-
lion ($30 million) loss for the 
financial year to June 30 as 
revenues fell due to the coro-
navirus pandemic and a lack 
of Champions League football.

Income crashed by £118 
million to £509 million as the 
2019/20 season was halted 
for three months and then re-
sumed behind closed doors.

Matchday revenue fell by 
£21 million, but is likely to 
fall much more over the next 
year with no return of specta-
tors to stadiums in England in 
sight.

“Our top priority is to get 
fans back into the stadium 
safely and as soon as possi-
ble,” said United’s executive 
vice-chairman Ed Woodward.

Broadcasting income was 
down by £101 million, be-

cause United played in the far 
less lucrative Europa League 
and because of £14 million 
worth of rebates to broad-
casters because the Premier 
League was not completed as 
scheduled.

The Red Devils’ wage bill 

fell nearly £50 million be-
cause player wages fell after 
the club failed to qualify for 
the Champions League and 
because high earners such as 
Alexis Sanchez and Romelu 
Lukaku were offloaded.

United’s strong commercial 

revenue, which grew to £279 
million, helped the club avoid 
the huge losses posted by Eu-
ropean giants Juventus and 
Barcelona, who combined to 
lose 187 million euros for the 
12 months prior to June 30.

However, United’s debt 
soared to £474 million.

United and Liverpool were 
behind plans for a sweeping 
reform of English football 
that would have given the 
biggest clubs more power 
in return for a sharing more 
broadcast revenues with 
clubs lower down the football 
pyramid.

That plan was swiftly re-
jected by other Premier 
League clubs and a new re-
port emerged on Tuesday of 
plans for a European Premier 
League to boost the revenues 
of the continent’s top clubs.

BELGRADE (Reuters) - Novak 
Djokovic has decided not to enter 
the Paris Masters because he has no 
points to win at the Nov. 2-8 event 
as he bids to retain the world num-
ber one spot come end of season, 
the 33-year-old Serb said.

“I won’t play in Paris as I can’t 
add to my points tally but I will go 
to Vienna and London,” Djokovic 
told Wednesday’s edition of Bel-
gade daily Sportski Zurnal.

“I can win up to 500 points in 
Vienna as I didn’t play there last 
year and there are also a lot of 
points available in London.”

Djokovic clinched a record 36th 
ATP Masters crown when he won 
the Italian Open title in Rome last 
month, surpassing Rafael Nadal 
who confirmed he would enter 
the Paris Masters after winning 
his 13th French Open title on Oct. 
11.

Nadal, who equalled Roger Fe-
derer’s record haul of 20 Grand 
Slam titles when he blew Djokov-
ic away in the French Open final, 
has not entered the Oct. 26 - Nov. 
1 tournament in Vienna but is ex-
pected to take part in the ATP Fi-

nals in London, Nov. 15-22.
Djokovic, who won the Paris 

Masters last year, will not lose 
any points over skipping the event 
because the ATP Tour’s revised 
ranking system due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic allows players to 
retain points from last year.

Asked if he was content to al-
low world number two Nadal to 
catch up with him in the Masters 
race, Djokovic said: “It’s not my 
priority. My immediate task is to 
collect as many points as I can 
in a bid to put as much distance 
between myself and the chasing 
pack ahead of next season.

“I want to go down in history 
as the world number one with 
the most weeks at the top of the 
ATP Tour and I will do all I can to 
make it happen.

“Whether Nadal plays in Paris 
or not changes nothing because 
it’s all in my hands.”

Djokovic, who claimed his 17th 
major honor when he won this 
year’s Australian Open, was con-
fident upcoming Serbian talents 
would follow in his footsteps one 
day.

ROME (Reuters) -  Lazio’s Ciro 
Immobile scored against his former 
club Borussia Dortmund in a 3-1 
home victory marking their return 
to the Champions League group 
phase after a 13-year absence on 
Tuesday.

Their second strike was credited 
as an own goal by keeper Marwin 
Hitz while substitute Jean-Daniel 
Akpa-Akpro got the third as the 
Italians shrugged off poor form in 
the new Serie A season to secure a 
winning start to their Group F cam-
paign.

Dortmund’s Norway striker Er-
ling Haaland kept up his prolific 
Champions League scoring form 

with a second-half goal to make it 
2-1 but that was the German club’s 
only consolation.

Immobile, who played for Dort-
mund in the 2014-15 season, gave 
Lazio an early lead after their 
pressing secured the possession 
from the visitors’ new signing 
Thomas Meunier.

That allowed Joaquin Correa to 
steal a pass through to Immobile, 
who scored from close range in the 
sixth minute.

It was the fifth Champions 
League goal for the 30-year-old 
Italian international, the four pre-
vious efforts having been netted in 
Dortmund colours.

Almost 80% of Tokyo Games 
Volunteers Concerned About 

COVID-19 - Survey

TOKYO (Dsipatches) - Almost 80% of vol-
unteers for next year’s rearranged Summer 
Olympics are concerned about the spread of 
the novel coronavirus, a Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government (TMG) survey showed.

 The Games were postponed until 2021 
because of the pandemic and the survey of 

over 13,000 volunteers found almost half 
were also worried about the impact the de-
lay will have “on the level of enthusiasm”.

In response to the findings, TMG said it 
has been creating “infection control manu-
als” to ensure a safe and secure environ-
ment for volunteer activities and that further 

training would be provided.
Online training will continue until March 

when the volunteers will be notified of 
which role they will fill at the Games, which 
begin in July.

on Wednesday, Tokyo Olympics organiz-
ers wrapped up three days of tests, trialling 
a number of security and COVID-19 coun-
termeasures and asking supporters and offi-
cials to pack less to wait less when entering 
venues during the Games.

During the tests at Tokyo Big Sight, a con-
vention centre that will host media during 
the postponed Games next year, organizers 
assessed various technologies to monitor 
body temperatures of spectators.

As seen at other sporting events during the 
global pandemic, thermology cameras and 
non-contact infrared thermometers were 
used but organizers also tested the use of 
‘thermometer strips’.

The strips, which were pasted onto the 
wrists of volunteers being used in the trial, 
contain heat-sensitive liquid crystals and 
can immediately detect if the wearer has a 
fever.

Another key element of the field test was 
checking how smoothly spectators can pass 
through the inspection area while other mea-
sures, such as social distancing in queues, 
are being enforced.

Djokovic Pulls Out of Paris 
Masters With No Points to Win

Man Utd Post £23mn Loss Due to Pandemic

Roglic Takes Early Vuelta Lead in Explosive Opening Stage

Primoz Roglic won stage one of the Vuelta a Espana

Novak Djokovic

Lazio’s Ciro Immobile, right, scores a goal against Borussia Dortmund 
during a group stage soccer match at the UEFA Champions League, 

Oct 20, 2020 in Rome, Italy.
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