
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran’s air 
defense units on Wednesday launched 
a large-scale military exercise covering 
more than half of the country’s territo-
ries.

The joint air defense exercise, code-
named Guardians of Velayat Sky-99, 
is held with the participation of air 
defense units from the Army and the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC).

Various types of homegrown mis-
sile systems, radars, electronic warfare 
equipment, and communication sys-
tems have been employed to practice 
countering aerial threats in low, me-
dium and high altitudes.

Organizers say the drill is aimed at 
boosting the combat preparedness and 

consolidate air defense capabilities of 
the Iranian armed forces in simulated 
real-war conditions.

Iranian fighter jets, bombers and 
drones are participating in the exer-
cises. 

On Wednesday, air defense units car-
ried out jamming operations against 
mock hostile drones and successfully 
took control of them, preventing them 
from reaching the drill zone, which 
covers more than half of the country.

The maneuvers featured different 
types of homegrown missiles, radar 
systems, reconnaissance, electronic 
warfare and communication systems as 
well as an optical surveillance network.

During the first stage, the deployment 
of defense systems, including missile 

and radar systems, was drilled with 
an emphasis on mobility and rapid re-
sponse, said Second Brigadier General 
Abbas Farajpour, the spokesman for the 
maneuvers. Passive defense strategy 
and deception techniques were applied.

Domestically-built Fakour (Thought-
ful) and Ashura Tactical Command and 
Control Systems (ATCCSs), besides 
homegrown Moraqeb (Vigilant), Fath-
2 (Conquest-2) and Bashir radar sys-
tems, tactical reconnaissance systems, 
electro-optical systems, electronic war-
fare systems and the visual monitoring 
network of the Army were also tested, 
according to the spokesman for the ma-
neuvers.

Farajpour said new defense systems 
and hardware will be tested and evalu-

ated operationally during the exercise. 
“They will be showcased in the fu-
ture, and their capabilities will be used 
to boost our deterrence and defense 
might.” 

The exercises come after a United Na-
tions conventional arms embargo on the 
Islamic Republic expired on Sunday. 

President Hassan Rouhani on Wednes-
day hailed the lifting of the arms em-
bargo as the victory of the logic of law 
and truth over bullying, saying the U.S. 
failed in its plots to deprive the Iranians 
of their right to free trade in defensive 
equipment.

“Sunday marked the lifting of the 
arms embargo, which was very impor-
tant for our people, not because we are 
now free to buy and sell weapons, but 
more importantly, because the logic of 
law and truth won against force and 
bullying,” he told a cabinet session. 

“The Americans have been trying for 
years to deprive the Iranian nation of its 
rights. The Iranian people must be free 
to buy or sell weapons whenever they 
want and need them; therefore, uphold-
ing the people’s rights was very impor-
tant, and on Sunday it became evident 
that the Americans’ conspiracies were 
unsuccessful.”

Iran has said it is self-reliant in its de-
fense and has no need to go on a weap-
ons buying spree. 

“Iran’s defense doctrine is premised 
on strong reliance on its people and 
indigenous capabilities ... Unconven-
tional arms, weapons of mass destruc-
tion and a buying spree of conventional 
arms have no place in Iran’s defense 
doctrine,” said a Foreign Ministry 
statement on Sunday.

Iran has developed a large domestic 
arms industry in the face of sanctions 
and embargoes that have barred it from 
importing many weapons. 

YEREVAN/BAKU (Dispatches) 
-- Armenia’s prime minister said on 
Wednesday he saw no possibility of a dip-
lomatic solution at this stage in the con-
flict with Azerbaijan over the mountain 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh.

His comments, after Azerbaijan’s 
president said he believed the conflict 
could be solved militarily, increased 
doubts over a diplomatic push by major 
powers to purportedly bring peace to 
the South Caucasus region.

In the latest flare-up of the decades-
old conflict, hundreds of people have 
been killed since Sept. 27 in clashes in 
and around Nagorno-Karabakh, which 
is part of Azerbaijan but controlled by 
ethnic Armenian separatists.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov said on Wednesday he had held 
separate talks with the foreign ministers 
of Armenia and Azerbaijan, who are ex-
pected to meet U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo in Washington on Friday.

But hopes that Pompeo’s direct in-
volvement in mediation might lead 
to a breakthrough were dampened by 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan’s remarks in an address to the 
nation.

“We have to realize that the Karabakh 
question, at least at this stage and for a 
very long time, cannot have a diplomat-
ic solution,” Pashinyan said.

“Everything that is diplomatically ac-
ceptable to the Armenian side ... is not 
acceptable to Azerbaijan any more.”

Azerbaijan’s main condition for 
ending fighting is an Armenian 
withdrawal from Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. Armenia rules this out and

(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei has 
lashed out at the idea of Muslim 
nations compromising with the oc-
cupying regime of Israel, calling it 
a “humiliation”. 

“Muslim nations will never ac-
cept the humiliation of compro-
mising with the Zionist regime,” 
Ayatollah Khamenei tweeted late 
Tuesday.

In recent months, the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain be-
came the first Arab nations to es-
tablish relations with the Zionist 
regime since Egypt in 1979 and 
Jordan in 1994. Israeli and Amer-
ican officials have expressed 
hope that other Persian Gulf Arab 
countries would soon follow suit.

“The status of any regime that 
negotiates with the usurping 
Zionist regime will be shaken 

before its nation,” Ayatollah 
Khamenei said. 

The Leader also denounced 
U.S. foreign policy attempts to 
forge relations between Muslim 
nations and the occupying regime 
of Israel without addressing Pal-
estinian rights. 

“If the U.S. thinks they can solve 
the region’s problem in this way, 
they are wrong,” the tweet said.

In September Ayatollah Khame-
nei criticized the United Arab 
Emirates for betraying the Mus-
lim world with its agreement to 
normalize relations with the Zi-
onist regime, saying the “treason” 
was a “stain” on the country.

“The UAE betrayed the world 
of Islam, the Arab nations, the re-
gion’s countries, and Palestine,” 
the Leader said. “The treason will 
not last for long.”

(Continued on Page 7)

Iran: U.S. Bid to Introduce Sanctions Doomed

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran said on Wednesday any at-
tempts by the “sanctions-addicted” U.S. to impose unilateral 
restrictions on Iran will fail.

“It is clear that any U.S. attempt to introduce its unilateral 
steps (sanctions) violates international law and is doomed to 
fail,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said. 
His remarks came after Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
warned that the U.S. was ready to unilaterally “sanction any 
individual or entity that materially contributes to the supply, 
sale or transfer of conventional arms to or from Iran.”
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Russia’s Special Envoy in Tehran for Syria Talks 

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Ranking diplomats from Iran and Rus-
sia met in Tehran Wednesday for talks on the latest devel-
opments in Syria. The Russian president’s special envoy for 
Syria, Alexander Lavrentiev, who is heading a high-ranking 
political and military delegation in a visit to Tehran, held a 
meeting with Ali Asghar Khaji, a senior assistant to Iran’s for-
eign minister on special political affairs. They discussed the 
latest developments in Syria, including the political process, 
Constitutional Committee, situation in Idlib and initiatives 
developed by Iran and Russia to improve Syria’s economic 
and humanitarian situation.

Armenia Sees No Diplomatic 
Solution to Karabakh War

Iranian military forces are seen near a homegrown air defense system during large-scale drills at an 
unknown location in Iran on October 21, 2020. 
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Viewpoint

Iran Launches Air Defense Drills 
By: Seyyed Ali Shahbaz

“It is obligatory for the people to follow the jurist who refrains from committing wrong, 
emphasizes his faith, opposes carnal desire, and obeys Allah’s command.” – Imam Hasan 
al-Askari (AS)
We are in the beginning of Rabi al-Awwal, the month on whose eve 1442 lunar years ago the 
Almighty Creator had ordered His Last and Greatest Messenger to leave Mecca and settle 
in Yathreb where the people, including its elite, were more inclined towards Islam.
Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) obeyed the Divine commandment and left his abode that night, 
undetected by the group of Meccan polytheists hovering around with the intention to kill 
him past midnight and extinguish the light of Islam.
“They desire to put out the Light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah shall perfect His 
Light though the faithless should be averse.” (Holy Qur’an 61:8)
The Seal of Messengers, however, instructed his dearest cousin and ward to take his place 
on his bed that night in order to foil the murderous plot of the Arabs, so that he would 
have ample time to leave Mecca and seek shelter in a remote mountain cave on his way to 
Yathreb.
The 23-year old Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS) gladly obliged to risk his life and limbs if his 
selfless act were to save the life of his 53-year old persecuted cousin.
When well past midnight the pagan Arabs burst into the abode of Divine revelation to commit 
their cowardly deed, up sprang from the bed the valiant youth who for the past dozen years 
since the dawn of Islam had been the Prophet’s bodyguard, and put them to flight. 
God Almighty duly rewarded his selfless act with the revelation of Ayah 207 of Surah 
Baqarah:
“And among the people is he who sells his soul seeking the pleasure of Allah, and Allah 
is most kind to [His] servants.”
Imam Ali (AS), after handing over to the people the trusts they used to keep with Prophet 
Muhammad (SAWA) – the “al-Ameen” or the Most Trustworthy – for safe custody, joined 
him at Quba, and the two cousins formally entered Yathreb to the enthusiastic welcome of 
the local people, whose city now became known as “Medinat-an-Nabi” (the Prophet’s City) 
or simply Medina, to establish the first Islamic State, which for the next decade would be 
protected from the stratagems, including wars, of the infidel Arabs and the ever-rebellious 
Israelites.
Ironically, ten years later on the 1st of Rabi al-Awwal following the Prophet’s passing 
away a couple of days earlier, a gang of Arabs, now claiming to be Muslim, would storm 
the house of Imam Ali (AS), fling the burning door on his wife, the Prophet’s daughter 
Hazrat Fatema Zahra (SA), martyr in the process the son Mohsin (SA) – the Prophet’s 
grandson – who was nearing his birth, and drag the Divinely-designated vicegerent of the 
Prophet through a rope around his neck for forced swearing of allegiance to the coup leader 
masquerading as caliph.
Fast forward to the 1st of Rabi al-Awwal, the year 260 AH and the city of Samarra in Iraq, 
where a self-styled caliph administered a fatal dose of poison to the Prophet’s 11th Infallible 
Heir, in a vain bid like his Meccan and Medinite progenitors, to extinguish the light of 
genuine Muhammadan Islam.  
He was 28-year old Imam Hasan al-Askari (AS), and he was being murdered in a bid to 
prevent the materialization of the Prophet’s prophecy of Twelve Infallible Heirs, the last of 
whom will rise as Qa’em al-Mahdi (AS) to end tyranny and establish the global government 
of peace, prosperity, and justice.
The enemies of Islam were wrong as usual, since the son of their victim had already been 
born five years earlier and was being raised in secrecy. 
For almost a week, the 11th Imam writhed in pain before his soul flew to the ethereal 
heavens on the 8th of Rabi al-Awwal, plunging the Ummah in grief, which we continue to 
commemorate till this day.
Imam Hasan al-Askari (AS), however, during his imamate of six years, which was mostly 
spent either in prison or under house arrest, had spared no efforts to enlighten minds and 
souls, and in the process ensured that the faithful will never be left in the dark during the 
long period of occultation of his son.
His disciples carried this message far and wide from North Africa and Spain to Khorasan, 
and subsequently to India and Central Asia.
It is outside the scope of this brief newspaper column to dwell on many aspects of the days 
of Imam Hasan al-Askari (AS) including his removing of doubts from the fallible mind of the 
Philosopher of the Arabs, Yaqoub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi, who by doubting some of the ayahs of 
the holy Qur’an was already on the brink of the eternal inferno.
The philosopher repented and tore to pieces whatever rubbish he was trying to write, and 
said in explicit words that the Prophet’s Righteous Heir had saved him from the death of 
an infidel.
Upon the authority of Imam Askari (AS), an exegesis of parts of the Holy Qur’an was 
prepared. 
In order to save Muslims from turning towards Christianity on the deception of a monk 
whose exposure of a piece of bone of one of the long-dead saints to the sky resulted in a 
freak rainfall during a period of drought in Samarra, the Prophet’s Heir first took away 
the bone from the palms of the monk and then prayed to God Almighty. The result was an 
abundant rainfall that filled the water sources and made the land lush green again. 
The Eleventh Imam’s letters and sayings, like the famous statement mentioned at the head 
of this brief column, were not restricted to his times, but are timeless pieces of guidance 
for the faithful.  
How wisely has he taught us that in the absence of an Infallible Imam, such weighty 
matters, as rule and direction of the state, cannot be entrusted to the unprincipled, the 
ignorant, the arrogant, the unwise, the unfair, the uneducated, the timid, the apolitical, the 
agnostic and so on, even if selected, elected, or nominated by the highly flawed manmade 
system of democracy.
If societies are to be spared of the sedition wrought by Saqifa Bani Sa’dah, then the 
authority of the person at the helm of affairs should derive legitimacy from the God-given 
wilayat of the Ahl al-Bayt.
In other words, until the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (AS) and establishment of the global 
government of peace and justice, the jurist the people are obliged to obey in both spiritual 
and state matters, should be devout, brave, pious, wise, just, knowledgeable, aware of 
social issues, and politically alert.

The 11th Imam’s Timeless 
Piece of Guidance

Condolences on the Martyrdom of Imam Hasan al-Askari (AS)

Holiday Notice
Marking the martyrdom anniversary of 

Imam Hasan al-Askari (AS), we hereby 
announce that our next issue will be 
printed on Monday, Oct. 26, 2020. 


