
ATHENS/ANKARA (Reuters) -- 
Greece said on Tuesday it was ready 
for talks with Turkey over contested 
Mediterranean waters if Ankara con-
tinues “disengaging itself” from the 
crisis, following the withdrawal of a 
Turkish exploration vessel from a dis-
puted region.

The long-running dispute between the 
two NATO members flared last month 
when Turkey sent a ship, the Oruc Reis, 
to survey waters claimed by Greece. 
Greek and Turkish warships shadowing 
the boat collided, highlighting the poten-
tial for military escalation. The European 
Union said Ankara could face sanctions.

On Sunday, less than two weeks be-
fore EU leaders discuss the crisis, the 
Oruc Reis returned to port. Turkey said 
it would resume work after regular main-
tenance, but a senior Turkish official said 
it could stay longer to give diplomacy a 
chance.

“Turkey still has time - ahead of and af-
ter the (EU) summit - to continue the first 
encouraging step of disengaging itself from 
this crisis,” Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis said after talks with EU Council 
President Charles Michel in Athens.

“If we have tangible proof and this 
(proof) is continued, we are ready to start 
immediately - I stress that, immediately - 
exploratory talks with Turkey regarding 
our only major dispute: the demarcation 
of maritime zones” in the Aegean and the 
eastern Mediterranean, he said.

The two countries had been on the verge 
of resuming talks last month, following 
mediation by Germany, but Turkey broke 
off contact after Greece and Egypt signed 
a deal which Ankara said violated its own 
claims.

Germany, which currently holds the EU 
presidency, has continued its diplomatic 
efforts, according to the Turkish official 
who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
and Turkey wanted to give those efforts 
a chance of success.

Maintenance work on the Oruc Reis 
could be finished in a week, allowing it 
to return to the disputed area, “but it can 
remain docked longer to reduce tensions 
in the region and allow for diplomacy”, 
the official said.

He said Turkey wanted to give an op-
portunity for EU foreign ministers, who 
meet on Monday, ahead of the Sept 24-25 
leaders’ summit, to take steps toward eas-
ing the crisis.

“Greek officials have also made state-
ments softening the atmosphere. These 
are positive. We need to take steps for-
ward for the solution of the problem now, 
without... pre-conditions.”

Greek and Turkish military officials 
were holding separate “de-confliction” 
talks at NATO headquarters on Tuesday. 
The meeting was one of a series of con-
tacts aimed at preventing any incident at 
sea spilling over into open conflict, but 
was not expected to address the actual 
disputes.
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MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- Six 
members of a post-Soviet security 
bloc led by Russia will hold joint 
military drills in Belarus from 
Oct. 12-16, the Russian defense 
ministry said on Tuesday.

The ministry said six member 
states of the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO) -- Rus-
sia, Belarus, Armenia, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan -- would 
take part in the exercises with a fo-
cus on preparing and conducting 
peacekeeping operations.

The ministry earlier said military 
drills between Russia and Belarus 
had started on Tuesday in the Brest 

region near Belarus’ border with Po-
land.

Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko held lengthy talks with 
his Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin on Monday, in a meeting seen 
as crucial to the former’s future. 

The pair met at Putin’s residence in 
Sochi, the first foreign trip Lukash-
enko has made since protests began 
a month ago.

“A friend is in trouble, and I say 
that sincerely,” Lukashenko told Pu-
tin in televised remarks at the start 
of the meeting, thanking him for his 
support. Putin said Russia would 
offer a loan of $1.5bn to Belarus, 

which could help Lukashenko avoid 
an economic crisis.

The pair later talked for four hours, 
said Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov, characterizing the conversation 
as “constructive, lengthy and sub-
stantive in content”.

He said Putin had backed Lukash-
enko’s idea of constitutional reform.  

Russia and Belarus nominally form 
a “union state” that is meant to in-
volve close integration under a num-
ber of common institutions.

Western-backed riots have been 
ongoing for more than a month, 
since Lukashenko declared victory 
in a presidential election on August 
9.

Lukashenko has publicly asked Pu-
tin to intervene militarily in Belarus, 
painting the demonstrations as an 
arm of a NATO-led military assault 
on the country. Putin has declined to 
do so, but said he had prepared a con-
tingent of law enforcement officers 
to send in if things got out of control. 
After the talks, Peskov said the two 
leaders had agreed this contingent 
would now be taken off high alert.

This week, Russia will send para-
troopers to Belarus for 10 days of 
military exercises entitled “Slavic 
brotherhood”. Putin pointed out that 
there would be monthly military 
drills between Russian and Belaru-
sian forces over the next year, but 
emphasized that the forces would 
not remain in Belarus after the drills.

Russia-Led Bloc to 
Hold Drills in Belarus WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- U.S. Secretary 

of State Mike Pompeo on Tuesday reaffirmed 
his willingness to be a part of President Donald 
Trump’s second administration if he were to be 
re-elected on Nov. 3, although did not specifi-
cally spell out what role he would be interested 
in. “There’s still a lot of work to do and I’d love 
to find a way to be a part of that,” Pompeo told a 
virtual event organized by the Atlantic Council.

*** 
BENI, Democratic Republic of Congo (Reuters) 

-- Fifty-two inmates at a prison in the northeast-
ern Congo city of Bunia have starved to death this 
year because of insufficient government funding, 
the United Nations and local authorities said. The 
Democratic Republic of Congo’s jails are among 
the world’s most overcrowded, according to the 
U.N., with inmates living in squalid conditions 
on meager rations. The Bunia prison operates at 
nearly 500% of capacity, U.N. figures show. “This 
situation is really worrying,” said Bunia mayor 
Ferdinand Fimbo, blaming sporadic government 
support for malnutrition in the prison. Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekdei told his cabinet this month 
he would personally ensure prisons across the 
country did not run out of food or medicine. But 
the head of the Bunia prison, Camille Zonzi, was 
quoted in a report by the UN peacekeeping force 
in Congo as saying that the government had still 
only promised at a meeting last week to cover three 
months of the prison’s expenses. Malnutrition is 
common in Congolese jails because food portions 
are allotted based on facilities’ nominal capacity, 
rather than their real populations, according to 
New York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW).

*** 
GENEVA (Reuters) -- Two dozen migrants 

and refugees on board a rubber dinghy trying to 
cross from Libya to Europe are believed to have 
drowned after their boat capsized, the UN’s Inter-
national Organization of Migration said on Tues-
day. Three boats were thought to have departed 
from Libya’s Zawiyah on Sunday night. The 
Libyan coast guard found 45 people onboard two 
boats and brought them back but the third had 
capsized, the IOM’s Safa Msehli said at a Geneva 
briefing. “Two bodies were retrieved and very few 
survivors have reported to IOM staff at the dis-
embarkation point last night so at least 22 others 
have perished,” she said. Hundreds die each year 
on the Mediterranean passage and last month 45 
Africans perished off the Libyan coast in the big-
gest shipwreck this year.

*** 
LESBOS, Greece (Reuters) -- Greek police have 

detained five migrants over a fire that razed the 
Moria refugee camp to the ground, the government 
said on Tuesday, as thousands of displaced people 
refused to move to a new facility and demanded 
to leave Lesbos island. Authorities were searching 
for one more person, Citizen Protection Minister 
Michalis Chrisohoidis said. More than 12,000 
people, mostly refugees from Afghanistan, Africa 
and Syria, were left without shelter, proper sanita-
tion or access to food and water after a fire tore 
through the overcrowded Moria migrant camp last 
Wednesday. Greek authorities believe the fire was 
deliberately lit by camp occupants after quaran-
tine measures were imposed following the discov-
ery of COVID cases on the site, but the incident 
has put the migrant issue firmly back on the Eu-
ropean agenda.

 
*** 

LONDON (Reuters) -- A former lawmaker 
from Britain’s governing Conservative Party was 
sentenced to two years in jail after being found 
guilty of sexually assaulting two women. Charlie 
Elphicke, 49, whose wife Natalie succeeded him 
last year as the Member of Parliament for Dover 
in southern England, was convicted in July of as-
saulting his first victim, his children’s nanny, in 
2007 and the second, a researcher, in 2016. “You 
are a sexual predator who used your success and 
respectability as a cover,” the judge Philippa 
Whipple said, adding that he had told a pack of 
lies to the jury, his wife, his party’s officials and 
the police. “You suggested to each woman that 
this was something they wanted, that they had 
encouraged, that they had enjoyed. That was not 
true. They had not encouraged you or led you on. 
Your behavior was also an abuse of power.” 

*** 
HOUSTON (Reuters) -- Hurricane Sally drew 

closer to the U.S. Gulf Coast on Tuesday morning, 
threatening historic floods, the National Hurricane 
Center said, with more than two feet (61 cm)of rain 
expected in some areas. The second strong storm 
in less than a month to threaten the region, Sally’s 
winds decreased to 85 miles per hour (140 kph), 
and early Tuesday was 60 miles (100 km) east of 
the mouth of the Mississippi River, the NHC said, 
moving at a glacial pace of two miles per hour. It 
could wallop the Mississippi, Alabama and Flor-
ida coasts on Tuesday with massive flash flood-
ing and storm surges of up to 9 feet (2.7 meters) 
in some spots. Its slow speed recalls 2017’s Hur-
ricane Harvey, which brought several feet of rain 
over a period of days to the Houston area.

Greece Says Ready for Turkey 
Talks to Avert Crisis  

BEIJING (Dispatches) -- EU ob-
servers are free to visit Xinjiang 
to “truly understand” the situa-
tion in the northwestern region 
where the West accuses Beijing of 
widespread rights abuses against 
the Uighur population, China 
said Tuesday.

The U.S. and the Europeans claim 
that over a million Uighurs languish 
in political reeducation camps, and 
that an alleged campaign of forced 
assimilation has targeted academ-

ics, religious leaders and activ-

ists from mostly Muslim minority 
groups.

On Monday the European Union 
pressed China to let its independent 
observers into Xinjiang, binding 
human rights to future trade and in-
vestment deals with Beijing.

In response a foreign ministry 
spokesman said the bloc was “wel-
come” to visit the area “to truly un-
derstand the real situation and not 
rely on hearsay.”

“The EU has raised their desire to 
visit Xinjiang, China has already 

agreed and is willing to make ar-
rangements,” Wang Wenbin told 
reporters.

Beijing describes its Xinjiang 
camps as vocational training cen-
ters where education is given to lift 
the population out of poverty and to 
chisel away at radicalism.

China says criticism of its han-
dling of Xinjiang is politically 
motivated, and based on lies about 
what happens in the vast facilities 
it has built.

In December China also invited 
Arsenal footballer Mesut Ozil to 
visit Xinjiang and see the situa-
tion for himself after he decried the 
treatment of the Uighurs.

On Monday U.S. customs said it 
would bar a raft of Chinese prod-
ucts including cotton, garments and 
hair products, from Xinjiang over 
purported fears they were made us-
ing forced labor.

China on Tuesday slammed the 
U.S. move as “bullying” and dis-
missed accusations of forced labor 
as “a complete fabrication.”

The U.S. trade action is the latest 
in a series of steps by the Trump 
administration targeting Chinese 
authorities and businesses in line 
with Washington’s economic war 
on Beijing to confront its meteoric 
rise.

WILMINGTON, Del./MCLELLAN PARK, 
Calif. (Reuters) -- Joe Biden branded Presi-
dent Donald Trump a “climate arsonist” on 
Monday for refusing to acknowledge global 
warming’s role in deadly wildfires sweep-
ing the western United States, while Trump 
blamed lax forestry and declared, “I don’t 
think science knows.”

Dozens of conflagrations have raged with un-
precedented scope across some 4.5 million acres 
(1.8 million hectares) in Oregon, California and 
Washington state since August, laying waste to 
several small towns, destroying thousands of 
homes and killing at least 36 people.

The fires also have filled the region’s air with 
harmful levels of smoke and soot, bathing skies 
in eerie tones of orange and sepia while adding 
to a public health crisis already posed by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Ten deaths have been confirmed during the 
past week in Oregon, the latest flashpoint in a 
larger summer outbreak of fires accompanied by 
catastrophic lightning storms, record-breaking 
heat waves and bouts of extreme winds.

Those incendiary conditions gave way over 
the weekend to cooler, moister weather and 
calmer winds, enabling weary firefighters to 
gain ground in efforts to outflank blazes that had 
burned largely unchecked last week.

Fire managers cautioned that the battle was 
hardly over. Thunderstorms forecast for later in 
the week could bring much-needed rain but also 

more lightning. Officials also braced for a rise 
in the death toll.

As disaster teams scoured the ruins of dwell-
ings engulfed by flames amid chaotic evacua-
tions last week, Oregon’s emergency manage-
ment authorities said they had yet to account for 
22 people reported missing in the fires.

At least 25 people have perished in California 
wildfires since mid-August, and one fatality has 
been confirmed in Washington state. More than 
6,200 homes and other structures have been lost, 
according to figures from all three states.

Biden, the Democratic presidential nominee 
slammed by Republicans for not visiting disas-
ter areas, spoke from his home state of Delaware 
on the threat of increasingly frequent weather 
extremes that scientists have pointed to as evi-
dence that climate change is supercharging the 
fires.

Trump, who trails Biden in national polls 
ahead of the Nov. 3 election, met with firefight-
ers and officials in California after Democrats 
blasted the Republican president for remaining 
mostly silent on the wildfires.

“I think this is more of a management situa-
tion,” Trump answered, when asked by a report-
er if climate change was a factor behind the fires. 

Calling Trump a “climate arsonist,” Biden 
said: “If we have four more years of Trump’s 
climate denial, how many suburbs will be 
burned by wildfires? How many suburban 
neighborhoods will have been flooded out?”

U.S. President Doesn’t Think ‘Science Knows’ 

Biden Says Trump ‘Climate 
Arsonist’ as U.S. Fires Rage

China: EU Observers Free to Visit Xinjiang

  Turkish seismic research vessel Oruc Reis sails in the Bosphorus in 
Istanbul, October 3, 2018.

A fire damaged fire truck sits in the aftermath of the Beachie Creek fire in 
Detroit, Oregon, U.S., September 14, 2020.

Uighur men at an education camp in Xinjiang, China.

This file photo shows Russian troops staging a military drill. 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Astronomers have found a 
potential sign of life high in the atmosphere of neigh-
boring Venus: hints there may be bizarre microbes liv-
ing in the sulfuric acid-laden clouds of the hothouse 
planet.

Two telescopes in Hawaii and Chile spotted in the thick 
Venusian clouds the chemical signature of phosphine, a 
noxious gas that on Earth is only associated with life, ac-
cording to a study in Monday’s journal Nature Astronomy.

Several outside experts — and the study authors them-
selves — agreed this is tantalizing but said it is far from 
the first proof of life on another planet. They said it 
doesn’t satisfy the “extraordinary claims require extraor-
dinary evidence” standard established by the late Carl 
Sagan, who speculated about the possibility of life in the 
clouds of Venus in 1967.

“It’s not a smoking gun,” said study co-author David 
Clements, an Imperial College of London astrophysicist. 
“It’s not even gunshot residue on the hands of your prime 
suspect, but there is a distinct whiff of cordite in the air 
which may be suggesting something.”

As astronomers plan for searches for life on planets 
outside our solar system, a major method is to look for 
chemical signatures that can only be made by biological 
processes, called biosignatures. After three astronomers 
met in a bar in Hawaii, they decided to look that way at 
the closest planet to Earth: Venus. They searched for phos-

phine, which is three hydrogen atoms and a phosphorous 
atom.

On Earth, there are only two ways phosphine can be 
formed, study authors said. One is in an industrial process. 
(The gas was produced for use as chemical warfare agent 
in World War I.) The other way is as part of some kind 
of poorly understood function in animals and microbes. 
Some scientists consider it a waste product, others don’t.

Phosphine is found in “ooze at the bottom of ponds, the 
guts of some creatures like badgers and perhaps most un-
pleasantly associated with piles of penguin guano,” Cle-
ments said.

Study co-author Sara Seager, an MIT planetary scien-
tist, said researchers “exhaustively went through every 
possibility and ruled all of them out: volcanoes, lightning 
strikes, small meteorites falling into the atmosphere. … 
Not a single process we looked at could produce phosphine 
in high enough quantities to explain our team’s findings.”

That leaves life.
The astronomers hypothesize a scenario for how life 

could exist on the inhospitable planet where temperatures 
on the surface are around 800 degrees (425 degrees Cel-
sius) with no water.

“Venus is hell. Venus is kind of Earth’s evil twin,” Cle-
ments said. “Clearly something has gone wrong, very 
wrong, with Venus. It’s the victim of a runaway green-
house effect.”

Scientists Find Sign of Life in Venus Atmosphere


