
TORONTO (Dispatches) -- 
Researchers with the Snyder 
Institute for Chronic Diseas-
es at the Cumming School of 
Medicine (CSM) have discov-
ered which gut bacteria help 
our immune system battle 
cancerous tumours and how 
they do it. 
Dr. Kathy McCoy, PhD, is a 

leading expert on the body’s 
relationship with the micro-
biome. She and her team are 
focused on harnessing the 
power of the microbiome 
to improve health and treat 
diseases. McCoy says to 
harness and direct that pow-
er scientists need to better 
understand the role bacteria 
play in regulating the im-
mune system.
“Recent studies have pro-

vided strong evidence that 
gut microbiota can positively 
affect anti-tumour immunity 
and improve the effective-
ness of immunotherapy in 
treating certain cancers, yet, 
how the bacteria were able 
to do this remained elusive, 
“ says McCoy, director of 
the International Microbi-
ome Centre at the Universi-

ty of Calgary and principal 
investigator on the study. 
“We’ve been able to build on 
that work by showing how 
certain bacteria enhance the 
ability of T-cells, the body’s 
immunity soldiers that attack 

and destroy cancerous cells.”
“We found that these bacte-

ria produce a small molecule, 
called inosine,” says Dr. Lu-
kas Mager, MD, PhD, senior 
postdoctoral researcher in the 
McCoy lab and first author 

on the study. “Inosine inter-
acts directly with T-cells and 
together with immunother-
apy, it improves the effec-
tiveness of that treatment, in 
some cases destroying all the 
colorectal cancer cells.”

Art & Culture 3 August 16, 2020

TEHRAN (IFILM) -- Iranian 
short documentary ‘We Are Not 
Venice’ has been selected to go on 
screen at the International Eth-
nographic film festival (OKO) in 
Ukraine.

Directed by Komeil Soheili, the 
doc is one of the three Iranian 
works that have joined the com-
petition program of the first edi-
tion of the Ukrainian event.

‘We Are Not Venice’ investi-
gates the cultural problems that 
tourism may cause.

It looks at all the changes that 
visitors can bring about to locals’ 
values and priorities.

The doc is about a village in 
Iran, where any type of hotel has 
been forbidden.

Local residents of the area be-
lieve that having hotel may modi-
fy their culture.

They prefer to host the tourists 
as guests in their homes to keep 
their tradition of hospitality live-
ly.

However, the younger genera-
tion is open to all changes for the 
financial benefits.

The doc will also be screened at 
the Terres Travel Festival-Films 
and Creativity in Spain.

Mohammad Abdollahi’s ‘Sare-
vo’ and ‘Ki Ki’ directed by Saeed 
Aqaee are also in the competition 
lineup of the OKO.

The OKO provides a showcas-
ing opportunity for ethnographic 
and anthropological documentary 
films.

It is a place where filmmakers 
and ethnographers are able to 
share ideas.

The 2020 edition of the OKO 
will be held on September 12-19.

Ukraine Ethnographic Festival 
Screens Iranian Documentary 

(August 16)

Today is Sunday; 26th of the Iranian month of Mordad 1399 solar hijri; 
corresponding to 26th of the Islamic month of Zil-Hijjah 1441 lunar hijri; and 
August 16, 2020, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.
1057 solar years ago, on this day in 963 AD, Nikephoros II Phokas seized the 
Byzantine throne in Constantinople and crowned himself emperor, ignoring 
the rights of the young sons of the deceased emperor, Romano – the future 
emperors, Basil II Constantine VIII – and then, despite the opposition of the 
patriarch, he  married their mother, the regent Empress Theophano. A notorious 
enemy of Muslims, Nikephoros Phokas, during his 6-year reign and before that 
as an army commander, had seized the Muslim emirate of the island of Crete, 
and led frequent raids into Syria against Sayf od-Dowla of the Hamdanid Shi’a 
Muslim dynasty of Aleppo. 
882 lunar years ago, on this day in 559 AH, the religious scholar and literary 
figure, Abu’l-Fazael Amedi, was born in the Iraqi city of Waset. In Baghdad 
he mastered theology, jurisprudence, literature, and mathematics. He was an 
excellent poet and passed away in his hometown at the age of 49.
642 solar years ago, on this day in 1378 AD, the 4th emperor of the Ming 
Dynasty of China was born as Zhu Gaochi during the reign of his grandfather 
and founder of the dynasty, the Hongwu Emperor. In 1424, he succeeded his 
father, the Yongle Emperor, and took the title Hongxi Emperor, which means 
“Vastly Bright”. 
636 solar years ago, on this day in 1384 AD, the Hongwu Emperor of Ming 
China, Emperor Dong, heard a case of a couple who tore paper money bills 
during a quarrel – a case considered equal to the act of destroying stamped 
government documents, which by law necessitated one hundred floggings 
by a bamboo rod. The emperor, however, decided to pardon them, since their 
intention was not to tear up the money. 
208 solar years ago, on this day in 1812 AD, US General William Hull, despite 
having a larger number of troops, surrendered Detroit without a fight to the 
British Major General Isaac Brock and his native Amerindian allies under the 
Shawnee leader, Tecumseh. Many Amerindian people in the Northwest Territory 
were inspired to take arms against US outposts and settlers. The British held 
Detroit for more than a year before their small fleet on Lake Erie was defeated, 
which forced them to abandon the western frontier of Upper Canada.
151 solar years ago, on this day in 1869 AD, the Battle of Acosta Nu occurred in 
which a Paraguayan battalion of 6,000 children was massacred by the Brazilian 
Army during the Paraguayan War. In Paraguay, Children’s Day is celebrated on 
August 16. It is a national holiday to commemorate the memory of the children 
who lost their lives in the Battle of Acosta Nu/Campo Grande.
132 solar years ago, on this day in 1888 AD, notorious British intelligence 
operative, Thomas Edward Lawrence, was born out of wedlock to a baron – the 
result of illicit relations with his daughter’s governess. He joined the army and 
was trained as a spy. Known as “Lawrence of Arabia”, his job was to befriend, 
deceive and destroy Muslim rulers in Arabia. During the years 1910 to 1914, 
under guise as a member of an archeological delegation in Iraq, Syria, and 
Palestine, he sowed the seeds of sedition between the Arabs and Turks as part of 
the British policy to disintegrate the Ottoman Empire. It was through his designs 
that the artificial country called Jordan was created for Abdullah, the son of 
the British agent, Sharif Hussain of Hejaz; while another son, Faisal, was first 
made king of Syria, and four months later when driven out from Damascus, was 
installed as king of Iraq in order to crush the aspirations of the Shi’ite Muslim 
majority. Next, when Sharif Hussain was driven out from the Hijaz by the 
Wahhabi desert brigand from Najd, Abdul-Aziz Aal-e Saud, another artificial 
state called Saudi Arabia was created, on condition that no objection would be 
raised to the British plan to create for European Zionists an illegal entity called 
Israel in Palestine. Lawrence has shamelessly referred to part of these plots 
during World War I in his book titled: “Seven Pillars of Wisdom”. He died in an 
accident at the age of 47.
114 solar years ago, on this day in 1906 AD, an 8.6 magnitude earthquake in 
Valparaiso, Chile, left an estimated 20,000 people dead.
106 solar years ago, on this day in 1914 AD, revolutionary leader, Emiliano 
Zapata, overran Mexico. Zapata, who remains an iconic figure in Mexico, as 
a nationalist symbol and symbol of the neo-Zapatista movement, was killed in 
1919.
60 solar years ago, on this day in 1960 AD, the Island of Cyprus gained its 
independence from British rule as per the Zürich and London Agreement 
between Britain, Greece and Turkey, with quotas on ethnic basis for government 
posts and public offices, which were violated by the Greek majority.
58 solar years ago, on this day in 1961 AD, the prominent Muslim scholar 
and linguist of the subcontinent, Maulavi Abdul Haq, passed away in Karachi, 
Pakistan at the age of 91. Abdul- Haq’s work, especially helped preserve the 
distinct Deccani or “Old Urdu” linguistic and literary traditions of Hyderabad 
and southern India.
39 solar years ago, on this day in 1981 AD, Mullah Saleh Khosravi, a Sunni 
Muslim religious leader of Iran’s ethnic Kurdish minority, was martyred by US 
mercenaries, along with his 18-year old son, at the Jame’ Mosque in the city 
of Sanandaj (Kurdistan)  before start of the evening congregational prayers. 
He joined the grassroots Islamic movement of the Iranian people under the 
leadership of the Father of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini (RA), 
braving imprisonment several times by the British-installed and US-backed 
Pahlavi regime. On the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, he defended 
national solidarity and Islamic unity, opposing the anti-revolutionary activities 
of the mercenary outfits in Kurdistan.
30 solar years ago, on this day in 1990 AD, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
received an official letter from Saddam, the head of Iraq’s repressive Ba’th 
minority regime, to reaffirm the 1975 Iran-Iraq Accord on border delineation, 
which Saddam himself had signed in Algiers the capital of Algeria, but five 
years later in 1980 arrogantly tore it in front of TV cameras on the eve of his 
8-year war. Saddam had to eat the humble pie following the shattering of his 
US-inspired dream to overthrow the Islamic Republic and seize Iran’s border 
provinces, thanks to the heroic defence of Iran by the Muslim combatants. 
The letter was addressed to the then Iranian president, Hojjat ol-Islam Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani   
27 solar years ago, on this day in 1993 AD, Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Abdul-A’la 
Musavi Sabzevari, passed away in holy Najaf, Iraq, at the age of 83. Born in the 
northeastern Iranian city of Sabzevar, Khorasan, he learned Islamic sciences in 
his hometown until the age of 14 before moving to holy Mashhad, the provincial 
capital, to continue his studies. After completing his basic studies, he left for Iraq 
to pursue higher studies at the famous Islamic seminary of holy Najaf, where 
he studied philosophy and jurisprudence under the prominent scholar, Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammad Hussain Na’ini of Iran. He soon attained the status of 
Ijtehad and for almost 50 years taught at the seminary. He was a firm supporter 
of the Father of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini (RA), and in 1992 
following the passing away of Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Abu’l-Qassim Khoyi, he 
became Chief of the Najaf Seminary. He has left behind several compilations, 
including the two-volume book: “Tahzib al-Osoul”, and the 21-volume exegesis 
of the holy Qur’an: “Mawaheb ar-Rahman fi Tafsir al-Qur’an”.
6 lunar years ago, on this day in 1435 AD, Head of Iran’s Assembly of Experts, 
Ayatollah Mohammad Reza Mahdavi Kani passed away at the age of 85. As 
a disciple of the Father of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini (RA), he 
strove against the despotic regime of the Shah, and after establishment of the 
Islamic Republic, he served as Acting Prime Minister from 2 September until 29 
October 1981. Before that, he was Minister of Interior and Minister of Justice in 
the cabinets of Mohammad-Ali Rajai and Mohammad-Javad Bahonar. He was 
the leader of Combatant Ulema Association and founder and president of Imam 
Sadeq (AS) University.

This Day in History

TEHRAN (FNA) - Iranian 
version of Remdesivir - a drug 
believed to be helpful in cur-
ing coronavirus - can find its 
way into foreign markets after 
being approved by the Health 
Ministry, according to an offi-
cial.
“Medicine named Rem-

desivir made by an Iranian 
knowledge-based firm can be 
exported,” Director-General 
of Research and Technology 
Development Office of the 
Ministry of Health and Medi-
cal Education Hossein Vatan-
pour said.

The knowledge-based com-

pany is ready to mass-pro-
duce the drug after approval 
by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, Vatanpour add-
ed.
Due to serious side effects, 

the medicine should be pre-
scribed by specialists and 
should only be used at hospi-
tals, he stressed.
In relevant remarks in July, 

Health Minister Saeed Na-

maki said Remdesivir - a 
drug believed to be of help 
in fighting the coronavirus 
- produced by Iranian re-
searchers has been distrib-
uted at medical centers, and 
added that the medicine will 
enter the market as of the fol-
lowing week (late July).
Namaki made the remarks 

on Sunday July 19, and noted 
that another coronavirus-re-
lated medicine, Favipiravir, 
has also entered Iran’s phar-
maceutical market. 
He emphasized that these 

medicines are distributed at 
hospitals only by specialists.

Health Ministry Approves Iran-Made Remdesivir

Farmers of Hamedan province, west Iran, cultivate potatoes in some 22 to 24 thousand hectares 
of farms annually. 
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Gut Bacteria Can Enhance Immunotherapy


