
DAMASCUS (Press TV) – 
Syria has called on the United 
Nations to prepare a report on 
the legality of economic sanc-
tions imposed by the United 
States and the European Union 
against the country under the 
international law and relevant 
Security Council resolutions.

Syrian Ambassador to the UN 
Bashar al-Ja’afari, in two identi-
cal letters addressed to UN Sec-
retary General Antonio Guterres 
and the rotating President of the 
Security Council Nicolas de 
Riviere, urged the world body to 
assign competent legal and po-
litical authorities with the task 
of preparing an urgent report 
on the extent to which punitive 
measures imposed by the U.S. 
administration and the 27-mem-
ber EU are compatible with 
the UN Charter, international 
law, international humanitarian 
fundamentals and the Security 
Council decisions.

Ja’afari highlighted that the 
report should shed light on the 
harmful effects that the sanc-
tions have had on the lives of 
ordinary Syrians, and on the 
ability of the United Nations to 
implement its humanitarian as-
sistance programs in Syria.

The Syrian top diplomat fur-
ther noted that the report should 
also point to the serious chal-
lenges that coercive measures 
taken by the U.S. and EU pose 
to the political solution of the 
conflict in Syria, and the work 
of UN Special Envoy for Syria 
Geir Pedersen in this regard.

On June 23, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Walid al-Muallem 
denounced the latest round of 
United States economic sanc-
tions against his country, saying 
they are meant to revive terror-
ism in Syria and force Damas-
cus to turn its back on the anti-
Zionist resistance front.

Muallem stressed that the lat-
est U.S. economic sanctions 
against Syria do not include any 
exemptions, and adversely af-
fect the imports of food, medi-
cine and medical devices.

“Syrian people are accus-
tomed to unilateral sanctions, 
which have been imposed on 
them since 1978 under vari-
ous pretexts. Syrians should 
try to use the latest sanctions 
as an opportunity to advance 
the national economy, achieve 
self-sufficiency, and deepen our 
cooperation with friends and al-
lies,” he said.

Thought for Today
O son of Adam, if you have collected anything in 

excess of your actual need, you will act only as its 
trustee for someone else to use it.

Turkey Rescues 35 Migrants From Half-Sunken Boat
BODRUM (Reuters) – Turkey’s coastguard said it rescued 35 migrants 

from a boat found half sunken in the Aegean Sea early on Monday, and was 
searching for four more missing people. The migrants were rescued around 
2:45 a.m. (2345 GMT) near a small island off the coast of Ayvalik in Turkey’s 
western Balikesir province, the coastguard said.

Greece has been the main gateway into the European Union for people 
fleeing conflict in the Middle East and beyond, largely via its islands near 
the Turkish coast. More than a million people reached its shores from Turkey 
in 2015-16.
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Syria Questions Legality of 
U.S., EU Sanctions

LASHKAR GAH (Dispatches) 
– Twenty-three civilians and two 
Taliban militants were killed dur-
ing a mortar shell attack and an 
ensuing car bomb explosion in 
a local bazaar in Afghanistan’s 
southern province of Helmand on 
Monday, a provincial government 
spokesman said.

“Taliban militants fired mor-
tars on an army camp in Sangin 
district of Helmand province 
at round 9:30 am local time. 
Several mortars missed the tar-
get and struck a local bazaar,” 
spokesman Omar Zwak told 
Xinhua.

“One mortar struck a car bomb 
at a shop that has been used by 
Taliban for making car bombs, 
setting off an explosion,” he 
said.

At least 15 civilians were 
wounded as a result of the mor-
tar shelling and the explosion in 
the restive district.

Earlier reports said 10 civil-
ians were killed and 15 wound-
ed in the deadly attack.

Kabul and Taliban blame each 
other for the rain of rockets.

Zwak denied Taliban’s 
claimed that the mortar rounds 
were fired by Afghan army per-
sonnel.

Qari Yousuf Ahmadi, a Tali-
ban spokesman, said the Afghan 
army had fired several rounds 
of mortars on civilian houses 
and the market.

A government statement de-
nied a narrative of that sort. 

Khushakyar, identified by a 
single name, said he was trying 
to sell a calf when the rockets 
hit the market.  He said his two 
nephews were killed and his son 
was wounded.

“I saw around 20 bodies on 
the ground,” he said, adding 
that dozens were wounded and 
“livestock lay dead next to 

men.”
Some local residents said the 

shelling occurred during fierce 
clashes between the Taliban 
militants and security forces in 
residential areas surrounding 
the market.

Violence has surged despite a 
deal in February between the Tali-
ban and the United States. Official 
data shows Taliban bombings and 
other assaults have increased 70 
percent since the militant group 
signed the deal with Washington.

Dozens Killed in Mortar Attack in Afghanistan

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – Kurdish mili-
tia groups have accused Turkey of establish-
ing military bases in northern Iraq as part of 
Ankara’s ongoing offensive against the Kurd-
istan Workers Party (PKK), the Al Arabiya 
broadcaster reports.

According to a militant group spokesman, 
Turkish troops have already moved up to 25 
miles into Iraqi territory as part of so-called 

Operation Claw-Tiger, the broadcaster re-
ported.

The militia considers the Turkish en-
croachment to be a violation of Iraqi sov-
ereignty, the broadcaster said, citing the 
spokesman.

On Friday, the Turkish National Defense 
Ministry reported that one of the country’s 
soldiers died in clashes with PKK troops in 

northern Iraq. Additional Turkish special 
forces soldiers were deployed to the region 
on 21 June.

Ankara has designated the PKK a terrorist 
organization and launched the anti-Kurdish 
offensive in mid-June. The Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry has twice handed a note of protest 
to the Turkish ambassador over violations 
of the Iraq’s sovereignty.

 Kurdish Militants: Turkey Establishing Military Bases in Iraq

BEIRUT (Dispatches) – Leba-
nese President Michel Aoun said 
Monday that the Zionist regime’s 
decision to start oil and gas explo-
ration in the disputed area with 
Lebanon near Block 9 is “danger-
ous,” a statement by the presiden-
cy reported.

“This will complicate the situ-
ation further as Lebanon will not 
allow any violations of its inter-
nationally recognized territorial 
waters especially in the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone where 
Block 9, which will be explored 
by Lebanon within a month, is 
located,” Aoun said during his 
meeting with Patriarch of the 
Melkite Greek Catholic Church 
Youssef el Absi.

The Zionist regime’s cabinet 
announced a day earlier that it 

has approved oil and gas explo-
ration in the area, raising con-
cerns among the Lebanese about 
the possibility of an armed con-
flict between the two sides.

Lebanon has an unresolved 
maritime dispute with the oc-
cupying regime that involves a 
triangular sea area of about 860 
square km extending along the 
edge of three of its 10 offshore 
energy blocks.

The United States mediated 
between Lebanon and the occu-
pying regime to end the dispute 
but failed to reach any positive 
results. 

The Zionist regime relies 
heavily on gas. It has long been 
developing a number of off-
shore gas deposits in the Medi-
terranean Sea.

Zionist Regime’s Oil, Gas Exploration 
in Disputed Area ‘Dangerous’: 

Lebanon President

GENEVA (Dispatches) – The 
United Nations top human rights of-
ficial Michelle Bachelet has called on 
the Zionist regime to halt its ‘illegal’ 
plans to annex part of occupied Pales-
tinian territory in the West Bank and 
warned it could lead to deadly clashes.

Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s plan to extend the oc-
cupying regime’s so-called ‘sover-
eignty’ over the illegal settlements 
in the territory has drawn condem-
nation from the Palestinians, U.S. 
Arab allies and other foreign gov-
ernments. His cabinet is due to begin 

formal annexation deliberations on 
Wednesday, July 1.

“Annexation is illegal. Period,” 
Bachelet said in a statement. “I 
am deeply concerned that even the 
most minimalist form of annexation 
would lead to increased violence and 
loss of life.”

She called on the Zionist regime 
to shift course, warning that “the 
shockwaves of annexation will last 
for decades, and will be extremely 
damaging to Israel, as well as to the 
Palestinians.”

“The precise consequences of an-

nexation cannot be predicted. But 
they are likely to be disastrous for 
the Palestinians, for Israel itself, 
and for the wider region,” Bachelet 
pointed out.

The UN rights chief also warned 
that “any attempt to annex any part 
of the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory will not only seriously damage 
efforts to achieve lasting peace in 
the region, it is likely to entrench, 
perpetuate and further heighten se-
rious human rights violations that 
have characterized the conflict for 
decades.”

Bachelet then cautioned that an-
nexation would almost certainly lead 
to increased restrictions on Palestin-
ians’ right to freedom of movement, 
as their population centers would be-
come enclaves.

In addition, significant tracts of 
private land would likely be ille-
gally expropriated, and even in cases 
where this does not occur, many 
Palestinians could lose access to 
cultivate their own land, while Pal-
estinians who found themselves liv-
ing inside the annexed areas would 
likely experience greater difficulty 
accessing essential services like 
healthcare and education, she further 
said, warning humanitarian access 
could also be blocked.

The UN human rights chief warned 
that Palestinians inside the annexed 
area would come under heavy pres-
sure to move out, pointing out that 
entire communities currently not 
recognized under the regime’s plan-
ning would be at high risk of “forc-
ible transfer,” and settlements would 
almost certainly expand.

Bachelet said illegal annexation 
would not change the regime’s ob-
ligations under international law as 
an occupying power towards the oc-
cupied population.

“Instead, it will grievously harm 
the prospect of a [so-called] two-
state solution, undercut the possi-
bilities of a renewal of negotiations, 
and perpetuate the serious existing 
human rights and international hu-
manitarian law violations we wit-
ness today,” she underlined.

UN Rights Chief: Zionist Regime’s 
Annexation ‘Illegal’ 

This photo taken on June 17, 2020 shows a general view of the illegal settlement of Efrat, adja-
cent to the city of Bethlehem in the south of the occupied West Bank. 

Security personnel stand guard near the site of a car bomb targeting the 
National Directorate of Security unit in Ghazni, Afghanistan, May 18, 2020.  

Syrians, some wearing protective masks, are seen at the Hamidiya market 
in the capital Damascus’ old sector on March 15, 2020. 


