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 countries have generally been at a major disadvantage, and they 
remain so.

The global scramble for protective equipment sent prices soaring. 
Testing kits have also been hard to come by. Tracking and quarantin-
ing patients requires large numbers of health workers.

“It’s all a domino effect,” said Kate White, head of emergencies 
for Doctors Without Borders. “Whenever you have countries that are 
economically not as well off as others, then they will be adversely 
affected.”

Global health experts say testing is key, but months into the pan-
demic, few developing countries can keep carrying out the tens of 
thousands of tests every week that are needed to detect and contain 
outbreaks.

“The majority of the places that we work in are not able to have that 
level of testing capacity, and that’s the level that you need to be able 
to get things really under control,” White said.

South Africa leads Africa in testing, but an initially promising pro-
gram has now been overrun in Cape Town, which alone has more 
reported cases than any other African country except Egypt. Critical 
shortages of kits have forced city officials to abandon testing anyone 
for under 55 unless they have a serious health condition or are in a 
hospital.

Venter said a Cape Town-like surge could easily play out next in 
“the big cities of Nigeria, Congo, Kenya,” and they “do not have the 
health resources that we do.”

Lockdowns are likely the most effective safeguard, but they have 
exacted a heavy toll even on middle-class families in Europe and 
North America, and are economically devastating in developing 
countries.

India’s lockdown, the world’s largest, caused countless migrant 
workers in major cities to lose their jobs overnight. Fearing hunger, 
thousands took to the highways by foot to return to their home vil-
lages, and many were killed in traffic accidents or died from dehydra-
tion.

The government has since set up quarantine facilities and now pro-
vides special rail service to get people home safely, but there are con-
cerns the migration has already spread the virus to India’s rural areas, 
where the health infrastructure is even weaker.

Poverty has also accelerated the pandemic in Latin America, where 
millions with informal jobs had to go out and keep working, and then 
returned to crowded homes where they spread the virus to relatives.

Peru’s strict three-month lockdown failed to contain its outbreak, 
and it now has the world’s sixth-highest number of cases in a popula-
tion of 32 million, according to Johns Hopkins. Intensive care units 
are nearly 88% occupied, and the virus shows no sign of slowing.

“Hospitals are on the verge of collapse,” said epidemiologist Ciro 
Maguiña, a professor of medicine at Cayetano Heredia University in 
the capital, Lima.

Aid groups have tried to help, but they have faced their own strug-
gles. Doctors Without Borders says the price it pays for masks went 
up threefold at one point and is still higher than normal.

The group also faces obstacles in transporting medical supplies to 
remote areas as international and domestic flights have been drasti-
cally reduced. And as wealthy donor countries struggle with their own 
outbreaks, there are concerns they will cut back on humanitarian aid. 
Mired in civil war for the past five years, Yemen was already home 
to the world’s worst humanitarian crisis before the virus hit. Now the 
Houthi rebels are suppressing all information about an outbreak in 
the north, and the health system in the government-controlled south 
is collapsing.

“Coronavirus has invaded our homes, our cities, our countryside,” 
said Dr. Abdul Rahman al-Azraqi, an internal medicine specialist and 
former hospital director in the city of Taiz, which is split between the 
rival forces. He estimates that 90% of Yemeni patients die at home.

“Our hospital doesn’t have any doctors, only a few nurses and ad-
ministrators. There is effectively no medical treatment.”
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Organization (CAO) has done the necessary correspondence with 
the air accident investigation and analysis office of France, and agree-
ments have almost been finalized,” he said. 

“If everything goes well and no unexpected event happens, the black 
box will be taken to France by an aviation team from our country, and 
work to read and extract information from the black box will get un-
derway on July 20, 2020,” he said.

A team of experts and technicians from the Islamic Republic of Iran 
will lead the research work and the reading of the information will be 
done under the guidance and supervision of the Iranian team, he said. 

“Of course, other countries which are, one way or another, connected 
to this tragic event can send a representative to France as an observer,” 
Baharvand said.

KUWAIT CITY (MEMO) – Kuwait’s minis-
ter of finance has discussed economic reforms 
which include the gradual cutting of subsidies 
for citizens within the framework of measures 
to rescue public finances which have been hard 
hit by the coronavirus and a global drop in oil 
prices.

Addressing the cabinet, Barak Ali Al-
Sheatan added that, under the plans, taxes 
on services provided to citizens would in-

crease by 50 percent and those for expatri-
ates would rise 150 percent. Reviews would 
also be put in place for subsidies provided by 
the government and taxes would be imposed 
gradually on corporate profits with a value 
added tax (VAT) being introduced on selec-
tive goods.

The number of citizens eligible for medi-
cal treatment abroad would also be cut by 50 
percent, he explained.

Kuwait’s budget deficit is expected to reach 
$55 billion, almost double its projected value 
at the start of the year. As a result, the Coun-
cil of Ministers called on all ministries and 
government bodies to reduce their expendi-
ture and cut project budgets during the cur-
rent fiscal year 2021/2020 by 20 percent, due 
to the repercussions of the coronavirus pan-
demic which has forced the country to shut 
down completely.

BEIRUT (Reuters) – A senior member of Lebanon’s negotiating team with 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has quit his post as finance ministry 
director general, telling al-Jadeed TV he had resigned over the way leaders 
are handling a financial crisis.

Alain Bifani is the second member of Lebanon’s team at the IMF talks 
to resign this month. The finance ministry confirmed his resignation in a 
statement.

Bifani told al-Jadeed the path being taken by Lebanese leaders was reck-
less and would hurt the people. Reuters could not immediately reach him 
for comment.

Lebanon is grappling with a financial crisis seen as the biggest threat to 
its stability since the 1975-90 civil war.

Talks with the IMF which began in May have been bogged down by a 
row between the government and the central bank over the scale of losses 

in the financial system and how they should be shared.
Bifani told al-Jadeed that “our approach and our numbers are correct”, 

in an apparent reference to a government financial recovery plan submit-
ted to the IMF.

The IMF has said the government’s figures appear to be roughly the 
correct order of magnitude but that Beirut needed to reach a common 
understanding to move forward.

Earlier this month, financial adviser Henri Chaoul quit Lebanon’s IMF 
team, saying politicians, monetary authorities, and the financial sector 
were ‘opting to dismiss the magnitude’ of losses and embark on a ‘popu-
list agenda’.

The numbers have met opposition from the central bank, the banking 
sector and a parliamentary fact-finding committee that has challenged the 
losses and assumptions.

ANKARA (Press TV) – Tur-
key-backed militants have begun 
a new operation to steal ancient 
artifacts from Syria’s northwest-
ern city of Afrin, a report says.

Syria’s official news agency 
SANA reported that the merce-
naries have begun a new excava-
tion operation in search of arti-
facts in Afrin which lies north of 
Aleppo near the border of Tur-
key “under a direct supervision 
of the Turkish intelligence”.

SANA quoted local sources as 
saying that Ahrar al-Sharqiya 
terrorists had begun digging 
operations in search of the ar-
tifacts east of Koura village in 
Afrin.

According to the sources, 
the militants are using modern 
equipment in their operations 
provided by Turkish forces.

The excavation operation 
and the stealing of the ancient 

artifacts are conducted “sys-
tematically” and controlled by 
the Turkish intelligence, they 
added.

The operations, the report 
said, are aimed at selling the ar-
tifacts, “which preserve the his-
tory of the region and its Syrian 
identity”, to Turkish antique 
traders.

On October 9, Turkish mili-
tary forces and Ankara-backed 
militants launched a long-
threatened cross-border inva-
sion of northeastern Syria in a 
declared attempt to push YPG 
militants away from border ar-
eas.

Ankara views the U.S.-backed 
YPG as a terrorist organization 
tied to the homegrown Kurd-
istan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
which has been seeking an au-
tonomous Kurdish region in 
Turkey since 1984.

On October 22, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
his Turkish counterpart Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
that required YPG militants to 

withdraw from the Turkish-
controlled “safe zone” in north-
eastern Syria within 150 hours, 
after which Ankara and Mos-
cow would run joint patrols 
around the area.

GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) – The Palestinian 
resistance movement Hamas based in the Gaza 
Strip says that it will only enter into negotiations 
with the Zionist regime once all those who were 
agreed to be released through the 2011 prisoner 
swap deal are out of jail. 

Abdulatif al-Qanoua, spokesperson for 

Hamas movement, said that no deal will be 
reached with the Zionist regime unless it frees 
those it had detained again three years after the 
swap deal over the Zionist trooper Gilad Shalit, 
who was caught in southern Gaza in 2006.

“Freeing the 60 currently imprisoned Pales-
tinians who were released as part of the Shalit 

deal is an essential condition to start talks over 
a new deal,” said al-Qanoua during a protest 
near the International Red Cross Society office 
in Gaza.

“Israel has not respected the agreement after 
it re-detained the Palestinians it had released in 
the deal,” he said, urging Egypt to pressure the 
Zionist regime for their release.

In October 2011, Egypt brokered a prisoner 
swap deal between the occupying regime and 
Hamas, where the regime handed over 1,028 
Palestinian prisoners in exchange for the re-
lease of Shalit.

However, the regime imprisoned at least 70 
Palestinians who had been released as part of 
the deal in 2014.

The Zionist regime believes that two Israelis, 
Avera Mengistu and Hisham a-Seid, who dis-
appeared after willingly crossing into Gaza, are 
kept in the besieged Palestinian enclave.

In addition, Hamas is believed to hold the re-
mains of Oron Shaul and Hadar Goldin, two 
troopers killed during the Zionist regime’s mil-
itary campaign in the Gaza Strip in 2014.

Al-Qanoua’s remarks came one day after Zi-
onist war minister Benny Gantz instructed the 
army to use the remains of Palestinians with-
held in the occupied territories as “bargaining 
chip” for captured Zionists in Gaza. 
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Hamas Announces New Condition 
for Prisoner Swap Deal

An artist paints a depiction of the microscopic view of the coronavirus chained to a prisoner as part 
of a mural in support of Palestinians held in Israeli jails, in Gaza City April 20, 2020.

Lebanese Finance Official in IMF Talks Resigns Post

Kuwait Considers Cutting Subsidies to Save Money

Turkey-Backed Militants Stealing Ancient 
Artifacts in Syria: Report

A picture taken on January 29, 2018 shows destruction at the ancient 
temple of Ain Dara, some seven kilometers from Afrin, after it was 

damaged in Turkish airstrikes. 


