
CHABAHAR (Dispatches) – 
Director-General of Sistan and 
Baluchestan Ports and Maritime 
department Behrouz Aghaei saod 
on Monday that India’s fifth con-
signment of humanitarian aid to 
Afghanistan has arrived in Chaba-
har’s Shahid Beheshti Port.

Aghaei said that the fifths vessel, 
carrying 300 containers of wheat, 
weighing 7,500 tons, has docked 
at the southeastern Iranian port 
and is ready to unload the Afghan-
istan-bound cargo.

He noted that the previous four 
ships arrived at the strategic port 
of Chabahar early spring, despite 
the coronavirus pandemic, to help 

transport the humanitarian cargo 
to Afghanistan. 

Aghaei noted that some 14 ves-
sels carrying Indian cargo to Af-
ghanistan have so far arrived in 
Chabahar in the past two years.

“Each vessel, carrying 10,000 to 
15,000 tons of goods, arrived in 
Chabahar Port, cargoes of which 
have been transported to neighbor-
ing Afghanistan via trucks.”

Chabahar Port has a good and 
suitable situation for transporting, 
transiting and transshipping [mari-
time transport] of goods to the 
Central Asian countries and Af-
ghanistan, he said, adding, “With 
the coordination made in this re-

gard, all 75,000 tons of wheat, 
donated by India to Afghanistan, 
will be transited to this country via 
Milak Border in Zabol.”

Transit of goods inside and out-
side the country will play a very 
important role in the economic 
prosperity of this southern prov-
ince, Aghaei emphasized.

This unique advantage and capa-
bility of Chabahar Port in the field 
of transit has made this port as one 
of the prosperous and lucrative 
ports in the country which could 
play a very important role in re-
gional bond, he stressed.

Despite the existence of two ports 
of Shahid Beheshti and Shahid 
Kalantari, suitable ways have been 
provided for mooring, loading and 
unloading cargoes of oceangoing 
ships as well as the prosperity of 
transit and exports in the southeast 
part of the country, he added.

He pointed out that Chabahar 
Port is considered as a golden op-
portunity for Afghanistan in the 
field of exporting and transiting 
goods, adding, “development of 
trade, economic and trade rela-
tions between nations is one of the 
main objectives behind construc-
tion of Shahid Beheshti Port in 
Chabahar.”

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - The head 
of East Azarbaijan Customs Office 
Leily Orangi has said that Iran’s north-
western province of East Azarbaijan 
exported over 417,000 tons of various 
goods worth nearly $710 million to 79 

countries during the first quarter of 
the current Iranian year (March 20- 
June 20), a local official said.

Turkey, Iraq, Armenia, Geor-
gia, Azerbaijan Republic, China, 
Afghanistan, Italy, Bulgaria, and 

Pakistan were the main export des-
tinations of the province during the 
three-month period, Orangi said.

Orangi said the province’s customs 
revenues topped 952 billion rials (ap-
proximately $4.76 million) during 
the period, showing a 21% decline.

According to the official, the 
province’s exports during the third 
Iranian month (ended on June 20) 
reached 173,000 tons worth $298 
million.

She added that over 26,000 tons of 
commodities worth over $64 mil-
lion were also imported through 
the province’s customs in the same 
month.

Turkey, the UAE, Germany, China, 
Georgia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, 
Austria and Spain were the top ten 
exporters to East Azarbaijan respec-
tively during the month, Orangi said.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - As 
the coronavirus pandemic para-
lyzed global travel, tourist flows 
have nearly halved in the first four 
months this year, the UN World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
has revealed.

Instead of becoming a booming 
tourism season, April has turned 
out to be a disaster, with interna-
tional arrivals dropping 97 per-
cent, according to the UNWTO 
estimates. This is over 40 percent 
more than March’s decline. 

“Between January and April 
2020, international tourist arriv-
als declined by 44%, translating 
into a loss of about $195 billion 
in international tourism receipts,” 
the agency said. 

Evaluating the possible eco-
nomic fallout from the pandemic, 
the UNWTO previously said that 
travel restrictions could wipe out 
between $910 billion and $1.2 
trillion in revenues for the tour-
ism sector and put up to 120 mil-
lion jobs at risk. As it laid out 
three possible scenarios, even 

according to the best of them, in-
ternational tourism is expected to 
drop 58 percent year-on-year.

“The sudden and massive fall 
in tourist numbers threatens jobs 
and economies. It is vital, there-
fore, that the restart of tourism is 
made a priority and managed re-
sponsibly, ” UNWTO Secretary-
General Zurab Pololikashvili 
said.

In another report, the UN agen-
cy noted that while the crisis is 
far from over, the troubled sector 
is slowly restarting, as countries 
are lifting or at least easing re-
strictions. According to its data, 
the number of destinations across 
the globe more or less available 
for travel reached 22 percent in 
mid-June from just three percent 
a month earlier.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Deputy 
Oil Minister Hassan Montazer Tor-
bati said on Monday that Iranian gas 
exports had 3.6 billion cubic meters 
increase in the past Iranian year (end-
ed on March 19) compared with the 
volume in the year before. 

Torbati made the announcement 
based on a report of National Ira-
nian Gas Company (NIGC) based 
on registration of new records in the 
country’s gas production, transmis-

sion, distribution and exports in the 
previous Iranian calendar year.

Last year, Iran had a rise of 26% in 
its gas exports, he said.

The figure was a record in exports 
of Iran’s natural gas, the official 
added.

He said the collective consumption 
of gas in the household, commercial, 
and non-major industrial sectors 
rose by 10 billion cubic meters, add-
ing despite record new consumption 

levels, domestic and rural household 
subscribers’ gas supply was never 
cut off last year.

He stated that in the last four 
months of last year, the average 
daily consumption of the household 
sector rose by 55 million cubic me-
ters compared to the same period in 
1397, adding: “Iran’s gas exports ex-
perienced a 26-percent jump in 1398 
year-on-year.”

The NIGC CEO further added that 
a total of 270 bcm of gas was recov-
ered from the country’s reserves last 
year, adding that construction and 
expanding the gas distribution net-
work in the southeastern province of 
Sistan and Baluchestan to the city of 
Zahedan was one of NIGC’s priori-
ties for the current Iranian calendar 
year which began on March 20.

He continued that the NIGC is to 
develop the gas sector through com-
pletion of the national gas projects in 
the current year.

Torbati stressed that the spread of 
coronavirus could not hinder gas de-
velopment in the country.

Iran Sees 3.6bn Cubic 
Meters Rise in Gas Exports TEHRAN (Dispatches) - The 

Central Bank of Iran (CBI) is plan-
ning to issue certificates of deposit 
in euro as it struggles to contain 
liquidity and tame the rising infla-
tion in the country.

CBI Governor Abdolnasser 
Hemmati has said that the certifi-
cates will be issued after obtain-
ing the required approval from 
Iran’s Money and Credit Council.

Hemmati did not elaborate on 
the interest rate and maturity date 
of the new debt instruments al-
though similar certificates of de-
posit issued by the CBI and other 
Iranian banks normally mature 
after one year and have a yield of 
more than 20 percent.

He said issuing the certificates 
would be in line with CBI’s cur-
rent programs to manage liquidity 
and control inflation around a tar-
get of 22 percent.

Hemmati said the CBI would 
rely on its “abundant euro re-
serves” to pay the yields and prin-

cipal of the certificates of deposit 
at their maturity date.

The plan comes several days af-
ter the CBI announced it would 
raise the interest rate on deposits 
in the interbank market from 10 
percent to 12 percent.

It also comes amid efforts to 
calm a foreign exchange market 
were prices of international cur-
rencies have soared to record 
highs.

Iran’s national currency rial was 
trading at 225,000 against the 
euro and 200,000 against the U.S. 
dollar on Sunday, slightly up from 
the close of trade a day earlier in 
the unofficial market in down-
town Tehran.  

The CBI has been using the euro 
instead of the dollar as its bench-
mark foreign currency since the 
United States imposed a series of 
sanctions on Iran in 2018.
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TEHRAN (IFP) - Researchers at an 
Iranian university have designed and 
built the largest 3D printer to produce 
fibre-reinforced composites in various 
industries.

A group of researchers from the 
faculty of textile engineering of Isfa-
han University of Technology have 
succeeded in domesticising the pro-
duction technology of 3D printers 
equipped with simultaneous fibre 
supply systems.

This is the country’s largest sys-
tem that uses two-layered technol-
ogy to produce composite-polymer 
samples.

Dr HUssein Hassani, a faculty 
member of Isfahan University of 
Technology said due to the low cost, 
this 3D printing method is becoming 
one of the most important methods 
of manufacturing industrial parts.

However, the parts produced with 

this method have lower strength than 
other common methods, he said.

“The results of the research 
showed that by using the simulta-
neous feeding of fibres during the 
three-dimensional printing process, 
the strength of the three-dimension-
al printed parts can be increased.”

He also named some applications 
of this method in the production of 
composites, saying, “We can pro-
duce widely used parts such as artifi-
cial prostheses for the use of people 
with disabilities, small-scale wind 
turbines, and complicated parts used 
in industrial machines.

SINGAPORE (Reuters) - Oil pric-
es slid for a second straight session on 
Monday as coronavirus cases rose in 
the United States and other places, 
leading some countries to resume 
partial lockdowns that could hurt 
fuel demand.

Brent crude dropped 83 cents, 
or 2%, to $40.19 a barrel by 0456 

GMT, while U.S. crude was at 
$37.69, down 80 cents, or 2.1%.

Brent crude is set to end June with 
a third consecutive monthly gain af-
ter major global producers extended 
an unprecedented 9.7 million bar-
rels per day supply cut agreement 
into July, while oil demand im-
proved after countries across the 

globe eased lockdown measures.
However, global coronavirus 

cases exceeded 10 million as India 
and Brazil battled outbreaks of over 
10,000 cases daily. New outbreaks 
are reported in countries including 
China, New Zealand and Australia, 
prompting governments to impose 
restrictions again.

Oil Extends Losses as Coronavirus Spike 
Cools Demand Hopes

Iranian Researchers Develop 3D Printer to Produce 
Fibre-Reinforced Composites


