
Dear youngsters, could you 
answer the following questions.

1. I make you weak at 
the worst of all times. I keep 
you safe, I keep you fine. I 
make your hands sweat and 
your heart grow cold. I visit 
the weak, but seldom the bold. 
What am I? 

2. I am a food with 5 
letters. If you remove the first 
letter I am a form of energy. 
Remove two and I’m needed 
to live. Scramble the last 3 and 
you can drink me down. What 
am I? 

3. Glittering points that 
downward thrust. Sparkling 
spears that never rust. What am I? 

4. I am a band that does 
not perform, sing, or act. What 
am I? 

5. I fly, yet I have no 
wings. I cry, yet I have no eyes. 
Darkness follows me. Lower 
light I never see. What am I? 

6. I am higher than the 
king. What am I? 

Answers to last week’s ques-
tions:

1. Calculator
2. Sun
3. Lamp
4. Breath
5. Lice
6. Lettuce

 July 1, 2020

Salaam dear young friends. Heartiest felicitations to you all again, 
and this time on the auspicious eve of the birth anniversary of Imam 
Reza (AS), which we are all set to celebrate on Friday, July 3.

As a matter of fact, the 11th of Zil-Qa’dah, the 8th Imam’s blessed 
birthday, could be called icing to the cake of “Dah-e Karamat” or 
Ten Days of Munificence that we celebrate every year in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran at the start of this auspicious month – beginning 
with the birthday of Our Innocent Lady of Qom, Hazrat Fatema al-
Ma’souma (SA).

In between, the 6th of this sacred month is celebrated every year 
in honour of another venerable descendent of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAWA). He is Imam Reza’s (AS) brother, Ahmad ibn Imam Musa 
al-Kazem (AS). He reposes in peace in the southern Iranian city of 
Shiraz, which has been declared as the 3rd holy place in Iran, after 
Mashhad and Qom. He is revered as “Shah Cheragh” because of a 
miraculous incident several centuries ago of a beam of light emanat-
ing from his blessed grave.

Imam Reza (AS) needs no introduction. His multi-dimensional 
personality beckons millions of pilgrims throughout the year to his 
sprawling golden-domed holy shrine in Mashhad, Khorasan.

You youngsters, especially those living in Iran, very well know that 
Imam Reza (AS) is often called “Zamen-e Ahou” or the “Guaran-
tor of the Deer” because of his convincing of a hunter to let go of 
a freshly ensnared doe that had young ones in the forest to whom it 
wanted to give suckle. We need not repeat here how the doe returned 
from the forest along with its fawns and how the astonished hunter 
freed the animals in appreciation of the Imam’s miraculous powers.

Do you know that the 8th Imam did not earn the epithet of “Za-
men”, which means “Guarantor”, “Protector”, or “Guardian” solely 
because of this incident?

As a matter of fact, there are several instances of his being “Imam-
e Zamen” or the Leader who is an indisputable Protector/Guardian/
Guarantor of anyone who entrusts himself/herself to his care, long 
before he came to Iran, such as the guarantee provided by him for 
the safety of pilgrims to the holy shrine of his ancestor, Imam Husain 
(AS) in Karbala, which the tyrant Haroun had forbidden.

It is also worth noting that when silver coins were minted in honour 
of Imam Reza (AS) on his arrival in Marv, the people of Khorasan 
started revering them. They used to tie these silver coins in a band of 
cloth on the right arm of any traveler as guarantee for safe journey, 
so that anyone encountering the traveler would refrain from harming 
him as a person under protection of Imam Reza (AS).

Later, when the journey was over, the coin or coins would be dis-
tributed amongst the needy as charity.

Interestingly, this practice is continued to this day in the Subcon-
tinent, where the Muslims, whether Shi’a or Sunni, tie on the right 
arm of a traveler or newlywed couples, an amulet or a piece of cloth 
with a coin inside and known simply as “Imam-e Zamen” and en-
trust them to the care of Imam Reza (AS), in order to ensure the safe 
return of the traveler or the prosperity of the bride and groom.

Yes, dear friends, let us all join together and entrust our dear coun-
try, the Islamic Republic of Iran, to the only Infallible Heir of the 
Prophet who reposes in peace on Iranian soil, so that for the sake of 
Imam Reza (AS), God Almighty will protect us and our dear leaders 
from the plots of the enemies and the evil of the Great Satan (the US) 
and also from the new deadly virus Covid-19.

Tributes to the “Zamen” 
(Guardian) of Islamic Iran

JOKES
A: Has your son decided what he wants to be when he grows up?
B: He wants to be a garbage-man, he replied.
A: That’s an unusual ambition to have at such a young age.
B: Not really. He thinks that garbage-men work only on Tuesdays.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A scientist tells a pharmacist, “Give me some prepared tablets of acetylsalicylic acid.”
“Do you mean aspirin?” asks the pharmacist.
The scientist slaps his forehead. “That’s it!” he says. “I can never remember the name.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Two campers are hiking in the woods when one is bitten on the rear end by a rattlesnake. “I’ll go into 

town for a doctor,” the other says. He runs ten miles to a small town and finds the only doctor delivering 
a baby.

“I can’t leave,” the doctor says. “But here’s what to do. Take a knife, cut a little X where the bite is, suck 
out the poison and spit it on the ground.”

The guy runs back to his friend, who is in agony. “What did the doctor say?” the victim cries.
“He says you’re going to die.”

Send your jokes. Heard any jokes 

lately? Well, try and make us laugh 

too!  

Don’t hesitate! Mail it to us. 

Kayhan International address: 

Ferdowsi St., Shahid Shahcheraghi 

Alley, Tehran.  

The Dog and the Shadow
It happened that a Dog had 

got a piece of bone and was 
carrying it home in its mouth 
to eat it in peace.

Now on its way home the 
Dog had to cross a plank lying 
across a running brook.

As it crossed, it looked down 
and saw its own shadow re-
flected in the water beneath.

Thinking it was another dog 
with another piece of bone, the Dog made up its mind to have that 
also.

So it made a snap at the shadow in the water, but as it opened its 
mouth the piece of meat fell out, dropped into the water and was nev-
er seen more.

MORAL: “Beware lest you lose the substance by grasping at the 
shadow”

RIDDLES

Imam Reza (AS)
“Behave with the friend humbly and with the enemy carefully and 

the general people, with smiling and blooming face.”


